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Neveaer, perhaps, was trulsm bet-

ter expressed than in the words
*Not half the world knows how the
other half livea"™ And it has never
been realized unt{l within the past few
years that the 11000000 of women
and girls who pass thelr lives upon
American farms have mnot all they
should have to make conditions as liv-
able as they might be.

But thereshas Dbeen an awakening
upon the part of the Unitsd States
Department of Agriculture to this
state of nffalrs; and it is righting It as
rapidly as posalble. Farm women are
naw having thelr chance to better
bome conditions.

The department, realizing that any
change must come gradually and
naturally, began a few YyYears ago with
the girls of the households. Through
the canning clubs 60,000 girls in rural
communities have been trained to ef-
ficiency In a llne of work which glves
them = means of salf-support by teach-
ing them the proper use of the re-
sources at hand.
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The men wha bad this work Ja

WAS HINGTON, Aug. 10.—(Special.)

charge—or quite lkely It may have
been thelr woman assistants—knew
that the women ocould best be ap-
proached and more lasting results uc-
complished through work with and
for thelr daughtera. The outcome has
been all that could be desired, Mothers
have taken an active interest in their
daughtars’ progress, often Ilspding =
helping band; snd mow that the time
has come for the womesn to take hold
they are found to be mot only willlng
but anxifous to take up the special
work outlined for them. Thirty thou-
sand women are now undertaking defl.
nite work mad Improviag thalr homes
and communities

The Department of Agriculture In-
sugurated and now carries om its work
for women through Its division of ex-
tensicn work In home economies. The
department Is enthusiastie over the
masner In which the mothers and
daughters' co-operative movement has
taken holid upon the women whom it
bas reached. and its benefits are sl-
ready enrichihg & large section.

Herelofors Lhe soulll Las been baoi-
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ward in progressive movements, but
with Its recent awakening to the value
af its own resourcesa and opportunities,
its people are taking up new interests
with all the ardor and vigor of a sys=-
tem which has lain fallow for time
enough to conserve lts power against
the day of nDeed.

So it happens that the women of the
South are taking the lead In co-operat-
ing with the Department of Agricul-
ture in its home exteansion work among
farmm women. The work s devaloped
gradually and ix carried on by clubs
which are organized and directed by
trained agentr of the department The
experience, »c far, has Dean that onee
properly established upon a ocorreoct,
well studied sclentific basis the Inter-
est and impetus engendered among the
memvers kKeep the organization golag
by its owm momentum.

Begun with the Industry most fa-
miliar to the farm woman, egy and
pouliry ralsing and salilng assoclations
wera torined last year upon strictly
suientific and business bases. These
worked an immediate and large in-
crease in financial returns. Theres were
#7332 women in 15 statos wha were
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materially benefited last year by thia
one feaiure of home extens=ion work
- - -

Buttermaking was next taken up,
with a correspondingly high average in
Inoraazed elficlency In preparing the
product for home consumption and for
sale, with a financial iflcrease corre-
spondingly improved. Every agricul-
turist knows that the highest quality
of butter, wkich naturally affects the
financial return, cannot be made under
unfavorable conditions and without
proper equibment

The fleld agent of the department
woabs prepared for this emergency, and
improved churns, butter workers and
molds were shown, As properly cooled
and kept cool miik |s the firat requi-
site for a maximum of guantity and
quality of butter, she was also pre-
pared to set before the farmer's wife
remote from ice and manufactured
cooling apparatus a home-made lcoless
retrigerator, which ashe demonstrated
would keep milk products In Summer
al. & temperatures for the proper form-
ing and ripening of cream to produce
high-grade butter.

The result was that last year more
than €00 icelens refrigerators were con-
structed at howme, which proved efficient
alds to home comfort, sanitation and
profit. The homemade firelssa cooker
bhas proved & boon to thousands of
women in remote southern dJdistricts
who naver before knew that the light-
est meal might be prepared without
the ald of & heavy armful of wood and
the snervating task of standing over a
hot stove in Summer time. Now thes
bost small oll heater has been intro-
duced for the preliminary heating of
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few hours’ reposs in a fireless cooker.

Bo successful has been this Intro-
duction that 2181 effective fireleas
cockers were constructed by the women
themselves at thelr club meetings
under the direction of the department’'s
field agent. A mlmple homemade fly-
trap suggested by the department at-
tracled the attention of the women,
and they have made nearly 2000 de-
stroyers of this Insidioualy working lit-
tie houss pest, which has for centuries
been one of the banes of Bummer life
in the more rt-n:otu:ur:l communities,

A simple device of wood and cloth
makes jelly straining an easy and a
sure operation. A estrictly utilitarian
article with a grandiose title is a
scrubbing chariot, while a dustieas
mop saves times and strength, and =
folding lroning board, whichk ia sus-
pended from the wall, is always con-
venlently at hand when wanted and out
of the way when not in usa.

A shower bath which may ba con-
structed at home fof less than 50 cents
bas brought coolness and comfort to
many bathless houseaholds, and qulite
frequently leads up to the Installation
of the $l10-home-manufsctured water-
works recommended by the Depart-
ment of Agriculture.

One step In progress leads to another,
and the home extension clud women
have advanced steadily through thse
strictly wutilitarian to the beautiful
combined with the useful; and the de-
partment, appreciating the use of
beauty, encourages the venture. It
was, therefore. ready with a mimple
homemade design, wWhen the country
olub woman followed ber city sister's
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charming wheel trays, the fashion of
which came from England with the
importation of the function of alter-
noon tea.

One of the most active
in the promulgation of the dens of ths
Department of Agriculture and in the
making of labor-saving devices, notably
the lceless refrigerator, s Mlss Rhea C.
Scott. whoae territory Ia in ¥Yirginia.
At the reguest of the department, Miass

fleld agents

Scott has compliied a book which em-
bodles the concrote result of a year's
government club work in homemadse
labor-saving devices for the use of the
housekeaaper This explalns In full the
consatruction of the articlea as made
by the women under the direction of

the Department of Agriculture,
- - -

“One of the pleasantest Teatures of
this work Is that women of every age

are eligible,” aald Misa Scott We
have membera In the clubs who are
brides of 20, and we have grand-
mothers who are 75; and into the lives
of some of the older women It has
brought an intereat undreamed of be-
fore, and all In the line of the day's
worl. Then, oo, some of the most

valuable suggestions come from these
mature women, who have passed & life-
time coping with the difficult prob-
lems of the farmer's wife, and, while
we help them with our scientifically
worked out aids, they help os through
the practical experiance the years hava
brought them.

“The work has also had s whole-
some offect In breaking down soclal
barriers, the wealthy woman belng just
as anxious to learn what is best for her
home as ls ahe who has lived all her
life in the cramping atmosphere of
pinching poverty. The conscilenticus
housewlife of every class wants to ifm-
prove her methods of work, and the
whole idea of the department is to de-
velop the menial capacity of the coun~-
ty woman.™

Asked about the actual construction
of the devices, Miss Scott brought forth
some photographs which [liustrated the
work in which ahe is engaged for the
Department of Agriculture. All were
homemade, and the cost of each has
been estimated and is recorded In the
bulletins which the department is pro-
paring and sending out

The firealeas cooker i1s compossad of a
wooden or tin lard pall, which ls used
as the outside contalner of the cooker,
and is lined with two thicknesses of
paper before packing. Cut newspapers
and excelsior mre used in the packing
between this and the nest, which s &
galion oyster can. This nest is wrapped
on the outside with asbestosa, and a
pisce of asbestoa la placed under the
bottom to prevent the scorching of the
packing when the hot soapstonos are
used. Any kind of a vessel with a top
that will fit snugly into the nest is
used, and the cost of this altogether
adequats utensil as made by many
¢lubas is uum!.ud I.I. :!'c.nu

The companion convenlsnce to the
fireless cooker for the hot Summer day
is the lceleas refrigerator, which has
been mads by several clubs at a cost
of about a dollar. As made by the Al-
leghany County Club the directions are
as follows:

Have u screened case made three and
s half feet high, with other dimensions
13 by 15 inches. Place twe ocne-inch
wooden strips across the top over the
screen, low enough to allow a sguang
pan to fit In between the four cormers
Have two movahle shalvesx 12 to 15
fnches apart in it. Use n pan 12 inches
square (a 18-cent biscult pan will an-

»

Frroimra Fre/o

AgErnd ror Laodor

Srrimg Device s

o De pcardrnert
o

\ T T/ Tere.

and have the whole thing standing in
a large pan (A I5-cent or 30-cent bla-
cult pan) The pans and case ars all
painted white, allowed 1o dry and then
cenameled A covering of white canton
flannel should be made to 1t It Have
the smooth side and button the
coverings on the frame with buggy or
automobille curtain hooks and oyes,
buttons and buttonhoies,

out

or

arranged so
that the door may be openad without
unfastening theae hooks,

This dress or covering will have to
ba booked around the top edge nlsc
Two double strips one-half the width
of each side to form wicks should be
sowed on the top of sach mide and mi-
lowed to extend over about two and
one-half or three Inches In the pan
of water. The bottom of the covering
should extend to lower edge of case.

Place the refrigerator in a shady
piace where tha air will clrculate
around It freely. Koeps the wicks in

the supply of fresh water in tho upper

pan. This water Is carried down the
sides of this cloth by eapillary atirac-
tion and when evaporation takes place,
the heat Is taken from thea inside,
thereby 10wrring the temperatura. On

dry, hot days a temperature of 60 de-
greecs can be obtained in this refrig-
erator,

Asked as to the efficacy of this re-
frigerator, Miss Epott declared it to be
entirely satisfactory, and gquoted from
the axparience of an Oklahoma woman
who keaps the milk from three cowa
perfectly sweel In an atmosphere ten
degToca cooler than the outside alr and
states that since she has had It her
milk and cream and butter have been
much improved.
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The roller tray and serving tray Is a
thing of beauty as well as of utility,
and 1f made according to the directions
of the Department of Agriculturs, can
be constructed at a cost of a dollar,
This convenience comprises a china
closet, serving table and roller tray all
in one. As bullt for one doliar, 2 box
riva inchas Jdeep for the top ia used
with wooden posta for legs Dimen-
slons: Top of table, 31% Inches long
by 18% Inches wide and 29 Inches high,
and & serving compartment & inches
deep.

EBelow this compartment a linen and
gilver drawer 213 Inches deecp wnos
. placed, with little knobs to open the
drawer on esither side. The top of the
table i» put on hinges and xtraps or
amall chains fastened to It to keep the
top from falllng back too far whan
opened. The bottom of the serving
compartment is five Inches below this
top.

Around thes aldes of this compartment
are little serew hooks onm which the
cups may be hung. In this compart-
ment is space for serving dishes for
aix. Bslow this serving compartment
is & drawer, which la divided in the
center by a ono-half inch strip. ©One
side is used for the linen and one side
for the ailver. The side used for the
silver is lined with blue outing flannal
becauss this servea the same purpose
and is choaper .xh;r: fal:.

A spool cut into halves makes the
knobs for the drawer add a pair of
these knobs are placed on ecach side mo
that the drawer can be used from elther
side. The lage are MguUArs piecos of
wood one and one-hall imches square
with roliers. BSometimes oid rubber-
tired wheals from toy wagons or dis-
carded baby comches are ussd. This in

lupml:omt because the tray rolls
noisclesaly.

In some cases the lags from old tables
are used in place of having these made,
At each and two bracketa are placed
=0 thnt the table can be pushed or
placed (nto the serving compartiment
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