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NOVELIZED FROM THE PATHE PHOTO
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SYNOPSIS,

NOCH GOLDEN Itves with his

E i Eden until thelr home on "Windward Island"”
Ludwig Palidort.’ Palidorl, by threats, compromises the wife In

the
Entes of the lsiand and escapes With Margory,
Twelve yeara later Margory has grown into beaggiful young wom-
od millionaire.

calls himaelf, Lagar, turna the glirl over to Casavantl, the “tegderioin™

her he is the

The girl ia taken to Golden's home by this stranger and thrust into
Galden's study.

ns he discov
his frivolous yo
hiy
3 ious
pedient of encasing her In a brandy cnak and driving off with her.

Legar then threatens Golden with robbery, and after setiing off an
Third National
forged

from Golden's
the meanti
5 home by Legar, who escipes with the miass-

leating the treasure on Windward Isiand

ighin in sgar's limogsine, suatehea thia from

his hands, ascapss, Manley returns to the house and,
with the a s tralnad parrot, who repedts the safe com-

. rious Mask, who takes har
to her moth n, fearing in Leagar's hands, and re-
co a final warning from Legar, keepa the demonded appolint-
n the Z4th e Central Tower building.
innley arriv r & thrilling rlde in an aaropiane
towear en in & & Eis with & dark

Erapples with
paper on the edge
over the cornice

and dropa 300 feet to the street below.

wife and daughter in a modern
ias invadad by Dr,

Islmnd, Golden dlscovers them,
only ecrushes Palldorl’s hand that
Palidor! in revenge opens the flood
the child. Golden and

Palidorl, or na he pow

mystaricus siranger who wWeara a
*Hammer of God."

who s=he is she Is spirited
ng secr ry, traces her ta the
evil compa ne live She |s res-

stranger by the remarkable ex-

Bank calmly walks away with

letter. He escages with the
home to the Owl's Nast by
i@ Marzory has been locked In

but unconscious,

raing™ from Legar, demanding that
the treasure chart of Windward
1d sends Margory to his aister's
> ine collides with Logar's

a thelr grasp and
n third figure,
of the abyes

ttara to the
Golden clutches
and then—a dark

. -
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SEEVENTH HEPISODE.
“The Hooded Helper,”

ARJORY GOLDEN'S serencly self-
[\/I . unt Agatha disliked an-

wt o much as she dis-
And about her tran-

liked o

qull Cq p folt were trans-
piring zito hor too inexpli-
enble to remsin long to her ltking

So when Hannah, the plump buat leas

practicnl-minded caretaker of that erst-

bode of tranquillity, tremuously
annonnced thoat n in a yellow

mask d left a brig ed parrot,
ROHEW to the namn nt the
door for Miss Marg bird In
question was viewed 1 dis-
favoer and Mar 4

many disturhing

None of the girl's
satizfnctory, howaevy rilled
malden aunt propos y pro-
ceed with thelr int ipted gama of
*"Preforence.,” But a green parrot’'s In-
stinet and enigmatle of "Loolk out
far the Iron Claw" provaed In no way
eonslistemt with a0 trar lizxing =
games, and ths owner of the house
finally and firmly commandeéd the de-
parting Hannah, who *a out,” to
cnrry the disturbing creature off to her
own cottage for ths night

This Hannah 4id, with much muom-
»ling. 3ut her feathered charge, harp-
ing with parro joy on Its mewly
lenrned phrase of “"Look out for the
ron Claw,” proved anything but o

chearing companlon, onée
night had oclosed about Hi
ble cottage. That rebell
oughly aroused womes
minadly gatherod
st and deposited

r loc

X !
in her chic

up

it

ken

There Tito would have spant o qulet

and tneventful nig fn all 1ikelihood,
had not a certain mildly predacecus
negToAs snswari to the name of
mima Watson, r ed all but

hant her suburban homs F

of t roducts of thia d

poetivitiea an a scrobworn

Eather of those trifles

thelr way to the w
fuse ¢ans af of
on

of &
wh

ba

e bulldi

this occ
time-ve
b

of

map,

the dizzy

ony

Tower bullding, lay unnoticed

gutter of B dwany until sp by o
hurrying ledgor-keepar who, nfter
pusnling over lts foollsh list of ;words
and n ningless masze of lines, con-

temptuously gonsigned it to his waste-

paper basket, Ang it a with a zos-
ture almo s that Ras-
tus Watson, Jem lord and master,
flung the aame sheet of paper down

on thelr kitchen tabla when the same
was placed before him as tha extent
of & day's “plekin's

Now., BEastud, who was of much poert-
Ner frame than his spouss, was a firm
ballever in ths effic ey of forced
~ fecding. And sinee the day's hr
had bLeen a letan one, and the is
showed disturbing slgns of smpliness,
that plump-bodied negro possgased him-
BUlf of & Wi nysac¢k and
ion of scquiri
ran

Inat

n
nounced his detern

& few pullets
and ths moon
combined with
the noses, take
backynrd fence

while
awung
fate to lead Rastus by
him =tealthlily over the
of the aforementioped

hunger

low. T

Hannah, and from thers to the door of
the padlocked coon There, aftor o
moment of cautious reconnolterin he
discoversd the vulnerable polmt
©o0p O be its window, on the »
enil. he moon belng low, Ra

clded to make
in the excitoment
lightneas of one
bag eacaped his
haps dus to the
had to make of
He was nk
make sure the
& voltae stariinely closse to his own
portly carcass called out with a sudden
warning:

"Look out for tha Yrom Claw!™

“How's dnt™
tinglt
you

ho
1=

announcad

answoring ory

the

the bodeful

volce beh him Apnd nt that threat
utter and unre s panle seis the
terrified Easto ko, with a throaty

¥, charged acr
rod bounded
down

A DEW-
ke & ro-
a moonllt alley

tund j} buit

bordered with shadowy fences.

At the end of thi alley Rastus
plunged through a narrow gate, and
charged bodlly Into the peaceful besr
garden. belonging to the roadhouse of
one Antonie Dibello, where sat four
mean In qulet conferance aboat one of

ths iittle lron tables well out of public
ken,

These meon showed prampt resentment
st this unhearided Interruption to thelr
talk. Hut as the parrot, with its head
thrust through a hole ¢n the gunnysack
repeatnd its shrill ery of “Loek cut for
the Iron Claw,” these men roses in a
body to their foet. Their leader. who,

-

in even the dim light from the garden
showed hi If to be n ons-mrmed man
with a strangely scarred fuce, Sprang
for the terrified mnegro. Rastus, now-
e&ver, was in no mood for elther inter-
ruption or argument He merely
emitted a whoop of reawakened terror
and headsd for homa

There he burst In upon the astounded
Jemima and cu:}_ ised with a quavering
groan of exh But befors Je-
understand the na-
nt or investigute the
L, & second and
tion wwok place,
aggod the gquak-
Ing and goasping Rastus to his feet,
shoved him inte & c¢hair, and snatched
up the gunnysack. From It they tooRk
put the loudly protesting green parrot
and wonderin r examined it

*Where dld you geot that parrot?™
was the quick demand of the man who
wore an iron hoek where n hand ought

tion.
elther
his ailm
nof his g
more viclent
Legar and his

mima could
of

ture
~anlt

ev

nHyEn

mnmen QI

to be Ragtus merely wheesed and
ghook In the laga and showed the
whitea of his eyes. It was, indoed, sev-

eral m tes before he was so much
RE GWE ned to tha fact that he was
not in grip of the law. DBut once
convianced of that fact, he became vol-
uble enough in hils protestations to

he “white gen'I'men"™ with any
on they demired. He sven led

thoae white gEentlemen back to the
pelghborhood of Hannah's chilcken coop.

Thera were certaln phases of thazx
hurried pursult, however, which had
not entirely esceped the atteotion of
s clreumspect stranger who had mo-
torad y mbout the quliet streets
ef O 3 in the evening.
Aunt in fact, had

acn om the shock con-

upoen the sudden of
she 41 ered her-

by another

he fact that this

vellow mask 414 not

edinte peacs of mind,

ked on the or,
water bucket,

familiar-look!

el
B

-4
another

r come Irom?¥™
he know that it waa
Golden chart which he

=1 3

from wmah offus
2d the other. “But
a't even wuflf

right™ was
iy, *But Ifs
Angd " Aunt
thrust into

palm.

t is

e thing, and do it I want
¥ou to go to the sheriff s, ks him
up, and get him to the house whera t

woman called Haonah work Tell him

t thare to bring
his men, or the xr done In
this wvillage befo T al™
The man in the yellow mask walted
for not 1E more A minuts Ianter he

was off, running shadowllke
y darkness. Shadowllke, too, he ap-
wached an fvy-bowered nlow In
thres women were qulistly play-

through

R

ir referenca™ {n tha light of a Ereen~
rhaded reading lamp But thse man In
the k. preferring to leavs that
peaceful § 18 endisturbed, stole guliet-

ly in thr
locked himaelf
ptakrs, and
made & fdealn
Eofore the o

i, mtrango
iiring dir
For Margor

zh the back

of
in a small
adroitly
of the

tha houss,
room above
but gquickly
AP,

bhe completesd
r&re Aalready
where he
. Elancing up

there

her, gamn, nd y into the
ned mi of bavel plate fa-
from the wite wall. And
£ in at the ow teflected In

she
(]

with
1OVe

> eall
ur of h

a beards] faoe
takable scar.

y decidsed upon
¥ reticent
eluslve de-
make resady

£}

an immedi to ths city.
St watched ] {feur ns he
threw on & heavy bear in coat and
cap, wound a mufflaer about his neck
and started for the EATREG. Bhe
watched Wim® as he stepped out into

Then the bear-skinned

the center of strange

vities, for It was
platn that 1l men. lurking there
in the darkmness, had spruns upon him
It was squally plain that they lost Ht-
tle time

geve

in overpowering him, for be-
fore the artied women could rise
from the card table they found that

home of peace invaded by a group of
audacious-eyed ruffians headed by
Legar himsalf .

At the samo moment another unax-
pected Intruder entered the room. Only
this time it was the oddly Interruptive
figure of that man of mystery known
aa the Laughing Maak,. And before
any move could be made or any word
rpoken he was close bealde Légar and
calmly confronting him. Much of his
qulst autbiority, oo doubt, arose from

"I 'A’z:; olher MomenZ, 7ian/e
o Zhe Solzy Breaibring Grrl: He Fired. ”

the fact that in his rig

he held T make surs it's the map I've gol” command to the man in the bearakin
a8 short-barreled and ugly ing au~ announced the audaclous Laegar. coat and cap.
tomatic pistol The Laughing Mask stood appar- -
. oy o = tll = - bE That chauffeur had not takem mix
antly studying s opponent, v - the bet udden
“Not a move from any man herel” “And on these conditions you prom- P_";'“_‘ oss the room befors a aundde
he crisd out as he faced that threaten- 158 thers will be mo acts of violence ™ Foke, franl Lony ot Khe s e
ing cirel iz this house, there will be no inter- ing close beside the card table
rcle.

ference with these ladies, and no at- “Your map's gone!” was ths bewlld-

“Before wo atart shootnE tampt to interrupt thelr return to the ering message that fell on Legar's ears
l’U“f‘“i here” the g Mask ejpyre as he lsaped to the table side. The man
calmly ‘T wn a word “Watch him, men!" Legar ordered -in the bear skins at the same moment
e ‘.wc" _I v what as he took the gun and map from the stepped ocut through the Joor.

FOu.Te ' KitAr. W ; 'S POT* Laughing Mask's outstretched hand “That guy gave you a copy, s fake
tion tf & Windward 1} and stepped to the closet door and copy done in disappearing ink*™

I have thnt n.:“l. I have It with turned the key in the lock. Legnr gave one glance Then, with
'lhf'A. h[’-"-l‘: there & no reason wWom- “I awualt your decislon, gentlemen, an oath, he leaped for the closet door,
v."n ahould be .d?-- Eg=d into flght. jn the jury-room," mockingly an- flung it open, and gprung. bodlly on the
So the !['—’*_‘- th do. If paunced the latter .as he stepped into masked figure, dragging It out to the
:"f’u ant that MAry the et light as he tore away the band of yeai-
e e N S SR Quick as a ghot Legar shut and low that coverel thiw latter's face,
quietly chauffeur. joeked that door. He clutched The map. A ahout went up from the startled

“By God, I've got 1t!" axulted Leogar,

“Let cut that é-iver in the bearskin s the chauffeur!” cried one of
to strike Arst” he commanded, “and If that fool the men. “They switched makups in
£. in the mask trias to move plug him that closel and the mu Euy'a got
over this ... For I've got a little personal nway ™

that pers Fou I WaS recxoning with him, later on!™ For one second Legar stood stunned

He banded the automatic to one of 5nd motionless. Then., with his Jaww

gun and the map tugether™ the men and motioned to him to unlock ™t he eprang for the jean-faced

was the prompt dem . | :he closet door Then he ordered the thauffeur., already edging along the

*“And then what?™ inquired the chauffaur to step out wall toward the Joor. At the same
Laughing Mask, “Now, you beat it with these ribs, moment that the man with the auto-
_'_“;'r.rn *u walt in this =et until and beat it

q'.llrl_(?" WA :h-_brun:u“ matic ran toward the center of the

0ld wood to burn,

old wine to drink, old friends te
trust, old books to

read —Alonzo of Aragon.

Lay the book down—you have come to the end;
It was plessant to wander awhile with the phrase.
The folks of its fancy have walked with you, friend,
Through sunshine that dappled the glorious days—
Grieve not that you come to the parting of ways.
Sometime, when the morn is met up with the May,
When birds are so happy that heaven leans down
And Tlistens snd laughs to the madrigal lay—
When the magic of roses ennmors the town—
You will know they have never quite wandered away.
Lay the book down, with a smile or a frown—
They will remember—so lay the book down.

IL

Lay the book dawn—here’s the finis he wrote—
With the tug at your heart of a passing regret,
With a laugh on your lips or an ache in your throat—

They wili remamber, though you may forget.
They come to console when the lashes are wet.
Sometime, when the thrush has fled South with the

breeze,
When the leaf spirals down to a death in the rain,
And the bird-nests of Summer are wrack in the trees,
They shiall meet you and greet you and comfort
again;
And you shall be comrade with many of these.
Lay the book down, with a #mile or a frown—
They will remember—so lay tha book down.

H

Lay the book down—here's a toast to the pen!
To tha trail that it traced and we followed awhile,
By meadow and mountain, or valley and fen,
With never a limp at the end of the mile,
And a nook, here and there, where we lingered to
smile.

Sometime, when the lamps of the twilight enthuse,
When day wavers out like a wraith in the gloom,
By the shelf where they slumber we'll linger and

muse—
Then turn to the lariest chair in the room;
No one shall prescribe us the chapter we choose!
Lay the book down, with a smile or a frown—
They will remember—so lay the book down.

gy Fell, Zhe Anile Wowld Flunge into e Breas?

room, leveling his gun
ahol rang out from
window.

Legar,

as he went. &
besilde the open
realizing the outcome, with
one swe of his hooked arm flung the
Ereen-shaded Jamp from (ts table,
jumped through a window and vanished
from wsight

The Shell of Decelt.
Margory Golden, all
ered, was» once more in
spirite, There ware even mor
young David Manley

things consid-
excellent
ents when
conabhdered those
deploradly and disturb-
dus, thought he, to the
Count Lugl de Ea-

apirits as both
ingly sxecellent
presence of
pPures.

ng

-
He had come, as more than one im-

poveriahed young nobleman had come
to0 America to diapose of those cane
vasea and curios which, If they bad
not ance graced his own ancestral
halls, had at leant been consclentiously
made, on ) far side of the Atlantic,
after models bearing svery carmark of
the authentic And one of the treasures
which he hs ad in disposing of

to Enoch (

2 a full sult of
medleval Japanese arr . complote
even Lo ths long-bhisnded Kimak] dag-

Eer and grotesquely fashloned metal
face maalk,

Thet learing metal face David Man-
ley had hated from the first moment
he saw It In position at the far side
of the aomber Golden Ubrary The
ugliness of that metal monstrosity, in
fact, seamed accentuated by the soft-
toned canvas painting which stood
immediately behind L And Manlay

hated It more than ever am heo xteg
into the room and

ped
enw Margory x i-
ingly contemplating it from the chalr
benide her father's tabla

“it peems so mysterious™
ANSWer, “It keeps sugpeating some-
thing which T can't quite define and I
was just wondering If I hadn't solved
the mystery, even as You came
through the door.”

“You mean this man Da
Manloy asked with a wince,

was bar

in

EsparesT™

“No, mot exactly. But the leering
metal face makes me think of the
Laughing Mask, and now I'm almost
ceriain I know who thia Laughing
Mask is™

“WhoT"

“Count Lugl da Espares himaself!™

“1 don’t belisve {1

“Yen, but listen: Qulite dy accident
yesterday, when we were having tea
together, a yellow domine dropped
from hils pocket. He wans confused and
stemed unwilllng to make any real ex-
planation about IL"

“And the count will remalin with 1t™
demanded Manley, keesping calin ounly
by an effort.

*Wall, since he's mot exantly a rug
peddler who can be shown the door
as gsoon as his pack s tied up. T imag-
ins he will remalin cur gueat until guits
convinoed he Iz mo longer welcome

hera”™
Three hours later he was peremplor-
fly suymmoned to the bdlillard-room,

whare he found Enoch Gaolden In sllip-
pers and dressing gown feverilshly pac-
Ing the floorT.

“It's another of Legars* Bpotted
Warnings!" explained Golden, ia a
voice heavy with apprebension.

*“That new footman. Wrench, brought
it to ma He says !t waa thrown
through ths glass front of the ocld con-
sarvatory.™

*“1 never knew you had a second com-
servatory.”

“There was a smaller one that opened
by & narrow passage from the libhrery.
But when the naw bulldings shut off
the light it was closed up snd the
passage covered with walnscoling.
Wrench heard the crash In the empty
room and went to Investigatea This Ia
what he founar™

“IMd you spaak to Da Espares about
this?™ Maniey asked

“No. Da Espares went te bed an

*Margory is with her mother™
*Then tha first thing to do ia to make
sure that she 18 stili safe™

Manley, with a sinking of the hsart
eoatizued bhis search Lhrougk the lower

Copymighi drthur Siringen

regions of the house And ha 4ld not
breathe freely until guletly opening
the side door Into the Nhrary, he caught
sight of Margoery herself,
backed Jacobean chalr,
& book which lay open on

Ehe sat clearly cutlined in the bLright

fulorum falling over her carelessly-
posed body, leaving bher 1o a luminous
showesf from the single wall jwgmar
which she had leaft turned 1 LImn-
mediately above her. He

the polished metal of thary a
venominoualy In the #ir

Just then & Eaap of Inc
from his lipa. For as he »
metaled band holding the long
dagger, he saw, or thought 1
that hand slowly ralse, as thou
miracle had sndowed its insetsats It
ang pistesp and vambraces wi
Then the very blood In his
to curdis with sudden horror,

bLods

there was no doubt about |
malled hand holding the !
knifeblade above the sofily X
Eirl was slowly but surely being lifted
higher and still higher And In an
other moment, Manley fell, it would

surely strike,

Qulek as a flaah he caught the
matia trom his pocket, awung It
trained the barrel oo the glintine
lightis along the mailed NsnOo
fired

There was & muffied shout
& short scream of U=
started girl, and aaswarl
abovestalrs =na the uproar
through the midnight house. E
these Manaley pald
WWith 10 steps he had ¢
Then he flung hims
mall twisting it about and
toppliing from ite stand., But or
showed It to be empty. T
canvas that stood bahind 1t
from the wall hen an e
of wonder burst from his
thse walnscoting at each
the canvas had hung !
holesa c¢ut not & yard
ficlently large to

paln,
from the
from
echoed
te all

15 calls

apart

arma being thrust thro m.

Bome enemy, secreled bDohind that
walnscoting, kad thrust an 1
the metal shell of an arm b n Lths
dagger, and had lifted It Utrike
down the girl so ¢ e bosi And
that enemy, Manley resolved as he
battered down the panel and crowded
his way through inte a narrow Das-
sagoway, he would discover and cap-
ture or know the reason why

Yot that passage which led to the

abandoned consarvatory and from thers
back to & long unuasd butler's pan r
proved to be entirely empty.
rowarded Manley's frantic search

All

a sleeve button and a shred of c
torn from a service coat, cs on a
nall where the passage Iitself e
against the walnscoting And by the
time be had puahed his y back to
the libhrary Galden and [ pares and
Wilson were already th

“Where's Wren that now TfToot-
manT™ he demanded.

*I saw Wrench 1 hall, sir,
two minutes Vilzson'sa

prompt repiy.

He wes off the next moment. rune-
ning with =all his speosd the
housa, with his autc ir and
AR e went

It was not until bhe had mounted a

socond and then a third flight of stalrs
that he came to a stop That wns
cloae bealde the 0 of Wrench's own
room nd there hoe heard
tha sound t

Hes 4did

ing gquickly s

the woodsn pans
The lock gave way
into the r¢

startied
1 at the
coat from which a bu
been torn away, convir

his vague of ti woeel
had been weall fo And
he wanted on Ar

leaped to that

ot his automatlis
of the sarvic

Wrench to bac T

As he did a0 » sudden sboutl a

from the dourwny behind him ar
stinotively he glanced about to ascers

taln the meaning of this ghout
seelng his chance, knocked

Wrench,
the manac-

ing automatic barrel to one side and
sprang bodily on Manley As he d4dld
o an unexpected stranguoly

figure glided into ¢
wus a figure wrap
heavy walour and oniy

na

a seco

at ita strangeo coverlas would

vealed the fact that it was a portiere
quicki torn from ita fasteni
improvised Into a mask to conceal ita
weaenrer's identity.

It was not until that hooded figure
had joined In the contest Lhat Manley
becames awars of the second rulere
which hian newer opponent earried. For
this portiers waa defltly thrown over
the young secretary's head and sud-
denly drawn tight about his arms,

M=nley himself, maddensd by the
thought of that culprit's ascape, swung
about on hizs hooded assallant with a

fury that sent the latter also retreat-
ing toward ths hall, That unknown
enemy even sought to escape as hle
colleagds bad done. but at the stalr-
head Mahloy overtook him. Togellier
they went down the slairs a tangle of
limbs and striking fists and portlere
ends.

Manley fell sprawling, t
meny yards of velour, and
the cowering head and shoulders of
the astounded Wilson, whoe, &t that
sudden assnult, prompily and voclfer-
ously shouted for helpn

When Manlay, stanned for a minute
or two by the fall, ones more opuened
hisg eves and blinked Inguiringly about

bim, he saw both Guolden and bis wile
and Margory herself clustered at his
slde, .

*Did you geot him?™ he demunded.

“Get who™ asked Enoch Iden.

*That murderous binckleg, Da Hs-
pareal™ was Manley's reply

*But Count da Eaparcs b nothing
to do with this, proteat the Eirl,
with & frowp of bewllidermwent “He's
only been helping us, as he always

beipasd us!™
“Yes, s ha will tell
¥or at that moment,

you himselfl™
sunve and smil-

ing, 1he count joined the wonderins
cirecle,

“Ab. monsieur. 1 kesp watch nhove,
as you nek.” he sxzpininesd with =
shrog, *“But noxing happen. 1 see
pobody. Then mon disu, T hear i
tumult. and comes down o you, But

1 canpnot comprehend. So tell me, mon.
pleur, I bex, what has Bappea™
Manisy rose stiffly and siowly %o his
feel
"But what do you

mean by this,

ANy WAy, T demanded Enoch
Golden.

“Oh, I gu he's marely tha gsuy
that put the ugh In the laughing
Mask ™ was Manley's embittered yet

enigmatic retort
(Te be continusd DexXt woalky)

!




