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FACTS

ABOUT GIANT STAFF
BUILT ON WHAT ONCE
WAS SHIFTING SAND
OF POTOMAC BOTTOM.

BEY RENE BACH.
ASHINGTON, Feb, 20—1f we are
i;‘; dragged into war with a Euro-
pean power and the enemy can
our fleet, ono of her next steps
will to enter the Chesapoaks
through the unfortified gEateway at
Hampton Roads and thence send ships
the Potomaec to destroy Washing-

Emash

b

up
ton.

One 14-inch shell wauld demolish the
Washington Monument, which, It 15
likaly. would be the first object almed
aL The invaders would probabiy
clhim that the shaft was being used
as # signal =tation. A socond projec-
tile, If well aimed, would wipe out the
White House.

Sscretary of War Stanton, consulting
aith Mr. Lincoln on & certain occasion,
when the ironclad Merri-
mae was sald to be on her way to
Washington, looked out of a window
that commanded a view of the Potomaa
and yemarked: "It is not unlikely we
shall have a shell from one of her guns
in the White House before we ledve
this room."

The Merrimac falled to arrive: like-
wise the expected shell. But the river
roud to Washington Is still open,
barred only by the fleet. An enemy moy
use it yeil; and If anybody Iimagines
that he would respect the histeric
sanctity of the memorial to the Father
of His Country. doings in war-
fare have conveved no lesson. He
would regard it merely as an atirac-
tive target to shoot at,

Our own Army engineers havs Te-
peatedly said that nothing improbable,
of an earthquake, couid knock
Washington Monument down.
They have neglocted to take into
ceount an always poss=ible shell from
& high-power naval rifle. Such a pro-
Joatile, of l4-inch caliber, fired from
a distance of two miles, weould strike
the shaft with force sufficlent to 1ML
1000 feet Into the alr. It
would the monument to smith-
ereons,
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fact the monument
as to possess (deal
stands not upon the rock
earth, ought to be the
case, but upon a smull hill that Is
bardly more than & big mound. and
whons aterial of clay and gravel was
anciently part of the shifting bottom
of the Potomace River. The top of the
hill Is only 26 feet above the river's
level at low tide, and formerly there
was » large pond, called Babeock's
Lake within 100 feet of it on the north
backwater of the FPotomuc, which
Into prevent srepage of

water beneath the foundation.

The site, curiously snouzh, was origl-
nally pleked out for a proposed eques=
trian statue of Washington, for which
money was voled In 1783 by the Conli-
nentnl Congress., The was aban-
doped, but 40 years later a movement
to erect a xiant shaft started by
patriotic citizens, subscriptions being
solicited. The cornerstone was laid
fn 1848, but, when the monument hau
reached a helght of 150 feet, the money”
2600000} gave out, and It re-
mained for mors than three decades
an unsighily stump.

Then Congress was persuaded to take
the matter in hand and made the ap-
site for the
which,
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Years - . an Unsighliy JEoanp

The work was Intrusted
enginears, who to star{
with, were obliged to make over
the foundation., The Ilatter was o-
rubble and too small. Az miuch of the
rubble as possible was dug out from
beneath and replaced with concrate,
the sames material being used Lo ex-
tend the outward-slanting under-
ground base, which, originally B0 feet
square, at the bottom, was mada 126
fest square. In addition the depth
of the base was increisod by 1334 feet

The monument was at length fin-
i{shed in December, 1884, It welghs
§1.120 tons, and contains 33,000 stonex
It tapers one-fourth of an Inch for
each foot of Its height. s faced
from top to bottom with rhle, The
first 154 feet (representing the portion
of earlier construction) Is of marble
backed with rubble: above that, for
300 feet, the backing Is of New Eng-
land granite. Above this the shaft is
all marble. Its total height ls 655 feet
63 iInches.

Inside, from tha bottom to the top,
runa a cirenlar fron staircase of 908
steps. Thus the monument might be
described as an lron tower within a
stone tower. The stalrcase has 650
landings, and Inside ef It runs an slec-
tric elevator, for the convenience of
visitors who wish to ascend to 1the
littls room in the peak of the shaft,
which has windows for light, and
through which one may survey =il of
the City of Washingtom annd a wvast
area of Virginia and Maryland.

he size of the shaft may be judged
from the fact that an army of 12,000

$1.300,000,
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compi®emmen could be comfortably hidden in its

intsrior. It top is & pyramid 55 feet

expended, cost high, tha capstone crowned with a cap-

piece of pure aluminum. This cap-
plece, nine inches in height and weligh-
ing 100 ounces, was the largest piecé
of sluminum ever cast, up to 1884,
when that metal. now so common and
cheap, was rare and costly, Lighining
rods of copper run from it to the bot-
tom of the monument and deep Into
the ground. They ara very necessary
as a means of protection, Insmuch n8
the structure, so loflly and slanding
isolated on a hilltop, invites the fires
rom the akles, It has in fact, been
struck on many occasions, but, thanks
to the defense described, has escaped
injury.

Congress allows §12,600 a year for
the upkeep of the monument, in which
a number of watchmen and caretakers
are regularly empjoved. Tts every
tremor is observed and recorded with
the help of & lendan plummet suspend-
ed from the top of the shaft by a cop-
per wire. Substantial though Its con-
struction is, it swaya perceptibly In the
wind, A big storm will bend It as
much a8 hal? an inch out of the per-
pendicular. In Summer IL is ‘slightly
taller than in Winter, owing to expan-
sion of the stone by heat, and In the
latter season the width of the south
side at the base is hall an inch greater
than that of the other sides.

Many people who come to Washing-
ton entertain a strange notiod that the
monument is & lighthouse, and, on
traveling to the top, ure disgusted to
find no lantern there, But, slthough
there i3 no lantern, the slominum tip
in the latler aftérnoon of wny sunny
day throws a flash that can be
from the summit of the Blur Rldge, at
Snicker's Gap, 43 mlles away.

All =ortas of cranks visit the Wash-
ington monument. One of them, a few
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WASHINGTON AS A HERO

E KNOW Washington as
a \sn.r hero, and as a great stites-

man, but he was a real hero long be-
fore he was known in elther of these
capacities, He-was & very young man,
about 18 years age, and he did a
brave and wonderful deed. day
he was walking through a woods
alongside a rushing stream water.
¥i= was dreaming of the future, and of
ihe deeds he meant to do for his coun-
try, when the screams of a oman in
distresd rent the air, The wéman came
running along the stream and when
she saw the young man she walled:
“Dh, sir, will yout not help me to save
my child? He has fallen Into this
ater and he will be drowned If eome
to his rescue.”
wers some work-
Washinglon thus:
Loo, It

Georga

of

One

of

one doksn't come quickly

Behing the woman
men who advi=ed
*Ii's no usa to risk your life,

you jump in you will kill yourself on
the rocky bed of this stream. You can-
not possibly save the chlild, so there is
nothing to be gained by %o foolhardy
an act,”

While the men were talking Wash-
ington was taking in the situation, and
before they had ceansed, he threw off
his coat nnd without a moment’s hesl-
tation he leaped Into the foaming
waters,

The mother sank on her knees and
with a “Thank God he will save my
boy,” Ehe fainted away.

Washington followed the trail of the
little white dress which was fast float-
ing towards the falls. His progress
was slow, despite hils Sne swimming,
and at times it looked as though he
would be dashed to pleces on the rocks
that protruded from the water. Then
again, the current would bear him un-
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der, and he disappeared from tha view
of the unxlous wat+hers on shore.
Twice tha bovy went under, but Woash-
ington was fighting for a precious life,
and he bravely struggled on. Now
and the boy was nearing the falls, the
most dangerous pari of the s=stream,
and for a moment, which =esmed like
an eternity, It looked as though they
were hoth loast. Redoubling his efforts,
he plunged forward, and with his
strong arm he caught the bgy just a=
he was about to bde hurled over the
falls. Hes caught on to a preolecting
rock for support and with a mighty
effort he held the child high in the air
so Lhat his mother could sea that he
wae saved. The mother had regrined
consciousness by this time, and with a
shout of foy, she again sank on her
knees and gave thanks to God for his
goodness ip sending the btave Wash-
ington to her just in the nick of time.

Yoars after, when Washington be-
came famous, the 1ittie noy, now grown
to munhood, loved to tell his comrades
bhow his life had been saved by the
ereat George Washington, who ocou-
pled the place at the head of Na-
tion. One of his hearers interrupted
him to say: “Suppose he had been
killed!” *“But he didn't,” laughed the
other, *“Wg are both wvery much aliva
to tell the tale’”" Then with reverence
in his volce he murmured, “He is my
herol”
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WASHINGTON'S BOYHOOD.
George Washington, who Dbravely
fought
To sat our country fres,
Was, when a boy, hiz parents’ joy,
Like every boy should be,

He never fearad his father’s wrath
Enough to tell a lie

In agEe and youth hes loved tha truthk
And for its sake would die.

A scholar and & sportsman, too,
Hea liked both work and play;

He'd always fight for what was right
And never went astray.

He liked to ride unbroken colts
And conquer horses wild.
He'd let them plunge and kick and
lunge
Untll he made them mild.

One day when he was but a lad,
He undertook to, train

A viclous horse who tried, of courss,
To throw him, but in wvain.

Itz efforts were so furious

And frantic, it is sald,
That, by the straln, it burst a vein
_ And to the ground fell, dead,

Washington
Anecdotes

HEN Washington wae visiting a
friend in one.of Virginia's towns
to the minister of
the) par The parson acknowledged
the introduction by a low bow &and
sinod «conversing with Washington.
holding hiz hat in hand,

“Put an your hat, parson, and T will
shaks with you.™

The replied: *“When 1

he was introduced

hands

think

PREIEGT

on your hat, Parson, nud I will
shake hands with you™

“ut

of nll the wondarful things you have
donel for the country, I dare not put
on my hat in your preser .

“You did as much as 1,
the General.

“No, no!” protested the minister,

“Yee, ves," insisted Washington, “you

answered

Solution to hatchet puszle.

did what could, and I have dona

ne more”

you
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Washington Ltraveled a
and always tobk a servant with
He was accustomed to pay the
[ his servant as he did for himself
at most of the Inns at which he
stopped. One time, however, he reached
an inn Where the landlord made &
difference in the price and when Wash-
ington asked for his bill e noticed
that his servantl's charge wiag 3 shill-
ings, while his expense was 3 shillings,
nino
Washington called for the host and
asked for the reason for the difference,
“He is only a servant,” answered

“mine host"
*But hé eats
the guest, and
the same for

deal
him.

same

ETrent

pence.

ns much as I do.” said
he |nsisted on paying

both,

- . .

Washinglon was walk-

ing =sio street, A& negro slave

pussed The deferentially

raised his hat to the great me
Washinzton immedintely

fn acknowledgment. The

ficer was amared. “What, do you rziss

your hat to a negro?”’ he asked.
“Would you have me less polite than

was Washington's calm re-

One day, as

slave

slave?”

At the Age of Thirteen

T the early age of 13, George Wash-

inglon drew up a4 set of original
rules for hils future conduct, he
tried to live up to the rest of his life,
He called them “Rules of Civility and
Behavior in Company.” There
were 54 in all, Here are a few of them
to. show Jthe edrnestness and
thouzht of & boy of only 13 years of
age:

“Spenk not when others speak, sit
not when others stand, and walk not
when others stop.”

“Turn not your back to others,
pecially In speaking; jog not the tabla
or desk on which another reads or
writes: lgan not on anyons™

“$how not yourself glad at the mis-
fortune of another, though he were
your enemy.”

“When a man does all he can, though
he succeeds not well, blsmme not him
that did it.”

“Speak not injurions words either in
jest op earnest. Scoff at nond, al-
though they give occasion”™

“Datrict not from others, but neither
be excessive in commending.”

_ “Assoclate yourself with men of good

which
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My first and a¢ ATE
Eransxte but not In AN,
My third and fourth are in
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M® rifth
not In stesl
My seventh
but not ln seal.
My wholes Is a place
ated with Washington,
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If the followling are written one be-
low aznother., their =zigzag letters, be-
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