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GREAT AMERICAN BELIEVED READINESS FOR WARIARE

ONLY MEANS 7O IMAIN TAIN
COUNTRYS HONOR

AND LIBERTY
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too, for Lord Falirfax, having noted
the lad’s mental equipment and his In-
trepidity, gave him & commission to
survey his wild acres in the Swenan-
doah Valley. So well did Washington
accomplish the arducus task that he
was mads & public surveyor. Almost
colncident with his entrance upon a
private career young Washington iden-
tified himself with public interests.
Fond of athletics and sports as well
as of military affairs, he joined the lo-
cal militia apd when 19 years old was
mads a Major.

When he was still in his 208 ha won
hiz first Colonelcy Inm his gallant but
disastrous frst campalgn aguinst the
French. It was there that he frst
tasted the bitter fruits of unprepared-
ness.

When Washington went to FPhila-
delphin as a member of the Becond
Continenta] Congress he wore his pro-
vinclal uniform, &n instructive expres-
slon of his feellng in regard to the
crisnis that was to come—In Its way a
fulfiilment of prophecy—for during the
saaslion he was put at the head of the
frregular Army near Boston. Ho found
that Army not only without discipline
and equipment, but without powder,
Men who had enlisted only for a few
months ran away, Washington ardent-

tice after this order. they wiil be se-
verely punished and discharged (rom
the service In disgrace.”

After the disastrous batile of Long
Island Washington "once more took
the liberty of mentioning to Congress
that no dependence could be put In a
militia or other troops than those sn-
listed and embodled for a longer,perfod
than our rvegulations have heretofore
prescribed.

“Our lberties must of
greatly hamarded, if not entirely lost,
it their defence left to any but a
permanent standing Army. mean one
to exist during war. Men who have
heen frée and sublected to mo control
cannot be reduced to order In an In-
satant. . . . .

“There is no situation on
enviatile or more distressing.”
nes Washington, "than that
who s at the haad of troops regard-
legss of order and dlscipline and un-
provided with ajmost every necesssity.
The difficulties that have surrounded
me since I have been in the service
have Kept my mind constuntly upon
the stretch: the wounds which my
feelings as an officer have recelvad by
a thousand things that have happsned
contrary to my expeciations and
wishes; the effeclt of my own conduct
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Little I ever thought to feel
Envy tremble from truck to keel,
When squat little tugs creep by;
Mine the thrill of the open road—
Glad grey waves were the path I strode,
Joy of service both gift and goad—
The comrade of sea and sky.

What should I care for wars and plots—
Dire torpedoes and heave-to shots—
Whose trade was no hidden shame?
They leashed me to an alien shore,
Gave me orders to sail no more—
Wind behind and the seas before—
They broke the rules of the game!

BY BEN HUR LAMPMAN.
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Little I ever thought to know
Mooring bonds when the good winds blow,

And work of the world awaits. k
Mine the task of the laden hold, "
My beat the blast and blaring cold,

Or drowsy tides where coral tolled

The peril of stranger straits.

Give me the right-of-way again

Set free as the vagrant gulls—
Gulls that swing from the darling sea :
Crying the gossip dear to me—
Little care I that my port may be 3

The haven of missing hulls!
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