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f our popular novellsts con-
to a ittle gestie melabcholy
when he finishes a story and parts
#ith his company of characters. [t is
e leaving a gay room where he has
6 gracefully esterialned and he
s he alwaye “hopes for an invita-
n to another such party very soon.”™
yurse gots ome, for he can
;in & new novel as soon as he lkea
books constructed by these light-
agthors require but little thought
lems imagination. They are bullt
ruls of thumb and can be turned
quantites to suit the demand
suthor's whima The frolick-
fickleness with which this story
writer takes leave of one set of char-
a-ters @ turns fo scrape amoguain-
e with another reveals two not
encouraging facts about ouwr Mt~
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1!:!‘!1!01? needs deveolopment., where

the amount of capital needed iz Dbe-
yoend the powers of any but a dan-
gerously strong combipation of in-
dividuals, and where the prospect ot
4 retorn on the investment is “dis-
tant, Government construction is jus-
tiflable. Where the opportunity
tempts Investors and s avithin their
financial power, private construction
and private operation under public
supervision are best for the public in-
terest

FIONEER DIET,

Mulleln 15 not #0 common Iin Ore-
gon as in some parts of the country.
Still, most people have seen the plant
and would recognize at ooce Its large.
volvety ledves, its tall stalk and long
raceme of vellow flowers. The plant
is peither beautiful nor useful accord-
Ing to common conceptions, and yet It
plays something of a part in the world.
The boy soldiers In the First Reader

| found mullein stalks excellent weap-
| one 10 thelr charge upon the flock of

geese which they put to fiight. The

| Phlladelphia North American gives us

to understand that mulleln tea is good

straight? We might as well have none,
a8 the Spaniards’ experience at San-
tiago proves.

Not only has the marksmanship of
the Navy deterforated, but the active
fleet has diminished in strength. The
Atlantic fleet had seventeen battle-
ships in target practice last Spring; it
now has omly ten, with a few destroy-
ers but no submarines. The other bat-
tleships are under repairs or lack
crews. With war clouds all around us,
we are even less prepared for war than
we were when the second Hague con-
forence had ralsed hopes of perpetual
peace.

Next to neglect of the Nation's de-
fenses, the most serious offense of
which a statesmman can bo gulilty is 1o
concenl that neglect and to cry “All's
well” when all 1s not well. To that
species of official Infidelity is largely
due the handlcap under which Great
Brituin is now fighting. By practicing
It Mr. Daniels lays himself open to &
double Indictment

FARM VERSUS CITY LIFE
“*Back to the soil’ I= & real move-
ment to agricuiture In this country,”

Normal
s Additional excoms dus 1o War....

with the gold shipment above men-
tioned. But these sscurities do not
corhe to the United Siates in sufficlent
volume to offset our trade balance, for
they are held in higher estesm by
European investors as securities of
balligerents are depreclatad by war.

In fact, the trade balance adverse
to Britain has reached such propor-
tlons that settlement by gold ship-
ments or security sales seems out of
the question. A correspondent of a
London financial journal has made the
following estimate of this balance for
the yvear 1915, based on actual results
for the first five months:

axcess of Lmporta. . .. .. . . (140,000,000

260,000,u0y
v o v - £H00,000,000

Import excess feparied.
Add for goods brought in Govt
ships and monery apent sbroad

BY LIOOPE -.cesccsvsancnsie <= 120,000,000
Total npoTt eXcess ....
Less freights and laterest on for-

eign IOVENIMERIS ..couv--ivane BH0, 000,000
ABCE .essssrseaa osna’seass s £2TO, 000,00

Add estimated loans to colonles
and sll SRR sranresas 200,000,400
Tota] adverse balance........-{H70,000.000
No favorable balance....... 210,000,000

Tha only practicable means of set-|

tling the part of this balance which
will remain after deducting gold ship-

« « £520,000,008 |

mattar how favorable the conditlons
may be In which he lives, he must
perish when his (nitial supply of vital
energy s exhuusted. Lack of fopd
and care may shorten his life, but no
precautions can prolong it beyond &
certain predetermined polnt. But be
our “appointed days” many or few, It
is our privilege to live them to the
end. If we fail to do =o 1t is becausse
we deprive our vital encrgy of its
staying power by polsoning ourselves
Polsons creep Into the human system
from a thousand sources, The com-
mon habit of eating top much fills the
body with ptomalnes which cannot be
sliminated entirely and whose slow
accumulation breaks down its vigor.
Tea, coffee, alcohol and tobacco con-
tribute insidicus!y to the same de-
structive end. The way to long life,
says Dr. Saleeby in a recent article In
the New York Sunday Times, Is “to
stop polsoning ourselves.”™ If
would obley his precept we should af-

ford nature a chance to work out her|

selective process upon the human race,
In the last few centurles she has been

“galecting™ longevity and the results |
are apparent in a general lengthen- |
ing of human life In civilized coun-|
in the|
birth tate which fills many persons|
with fear lest the white races vanish |
is|

tries. With this goes a fall

from the earth. But their fear
groundless. If fewer are born than
formerly this i{s bajanced by the fact
that fewer die in childhood and more

live into old age., The ultimate effect

| cent, or more, free from Income tax.|of our declining birth and death rates

The last loan In Britain pays Uttle|is to raise the nverage age of the pop-
over 4 per cent after deducting Income | ulation, not at all to diminish its

| the weather,

| fashions.

numbers,

We have only one favor to ask m’|

Make
to BL

Wilhelm, in this whols matter,
‘em” change Petrograd back
Petersburg.
naver dld rest well on our suphomnic
temperanment.

the mallboxea green

With and the
hydrants & bright red, Portland has
an artistlec color scheme, and, us
Judge Hennessy Murphy would ob-

serve, “the green is above the red.™

that strange [liness
of the river is d
One ecats more t
goed for him and this Is the time of
yvear for lassitude.

-

Certainly
by the mouth

However, on sober second thou
we will not say a thing about Chr
mas shopplng untll your Summer
cation is u trifle farther into the back-
ground.

Napoleon was wrong. The Lord isa't |,

on the side of the heavieat battallons
so much as on the #ide with the heavi-
est ammunition supply.

A desr hunter, fired on twice
caped. Exceptional circumstance,
Whila the deer usually escapes when
fired nt, the hunter rarely df

Warsaw

Political prisoners in cita-
del bless the Germans for their Te-|
lense. The wonder ls they were left

alive when the stampede bhegan.

Governor Withycombe has given the |

motto “Safety First" a National sig-
nlficance, and the whole country
should take up the cry.

Germany is considering coining the

S-pfenniz plece of jron. The copper
s peeded for clrculation foreign in
I|:h|; form of shells.

| People uncomfortable here can

Michigan, where

journey to Northern
the vegetables

o heavy frost ruined
night before last
ity employes have a plenie,” says
al from. some place or other.
Do they ever have anything else?
e

a Sped

Germany has 5§ Usboats In opera-
tion—and there's American blood on
more thun a tenth of them.

Anyway the Ru: should be

thankful that they have plenty of ter-

ritory yet behind them.

that ten-day Umit for
& replies passed several

Now what?
e eeap—
War rumors are forcing wheat
down, But there may not be a grain

of truth in them,
e .
If. as reported, Britain now has an
100,000, why doesn't

army of over <
it do something?

e
ebodings for
on 1916

with dark
dec

We walt
forthcoming

the

The plan is good. Let the city burn
ieipal wood and get rid of the

at | problem,

The Astoria regatta provides enough

|admirals for the navies of the whole

world.

|

l

Indian
of seasons
hand.

in Western Oregon, Is at

Make the most of this peacaful
yvear. All sorts of elections will mar
1916,

King George will review the entire |
o

British navy. He'll need a diving sult.

l

Teddy will make no more talks in
military camps, it Is safe to gamble.

|

Somehow all the flies seem to be
in the restaurants at dinper time.

Qur list of 1916 Presidential impos-

sibllities: Bryan and Roosevelt,

Mr. Taft is gpetting to
fire-eater himself, thase days

he trouble with Russia's sianding
prmy it that it doesn't siand.

Yes, Nellle, even the bass drum|
players have been atriking.

Maybe the Arablec was a victim of

| spontaneous combustion,

1

Lioyd George must talk to the mine-
owners this time.

Incidentally, when are we going to

| raise the F-47

Our straw hat :i1ust shortly go Into |
r ter to attend the meeting

hibernation. .

H

Another 1en days—and back “to
school

Mexico Is mow due for another In-
ning.

The five-pound note §s not what K
WS,

1

On to the hop flelds!

Gleams Through the Mist
By Dean Colllus.

wo |

That new-fangled name |

| And ser

With

| Our welcome to the whole Northwe

| And how

Summer, the most delicious |

| Methough

| And

be quite a |

The Glow of the Legul Lights.

Oh. don't hang bask, my sullen Muss,
When summoned forth to sing

My gontleness do mot abuse,
Pause not oen balky wing:

Hut join with me in meiric flights

in’ bomer of the legal lights;

Come hop with me Into the trench

Te boom with song the bar and bench

Oh, Muse, hareinbefore invokesd.
Called on and semmonsed forth;
Redean my lyre (which has been soaked)
And play for all your're worth:
Proclalm our friendship well-Intentioned
For =il mald lighix na sforemectioned;
Smite, sirikes or pluck, chord, strand o
string:
Hymn, chorus, choir, descant and aing.
Oa aforementionsd benok and bar,
|iirnlubc‘are-nu’nrd Muse),
Whose chiefs bave come f[oom
far,
All arts af song "3 use;
And o 've summonsed, lond and cloar,
You (o spproach, attend, draw near,
iter, fiute, harp, horn and FonE.
my hereinafter mong.

rioar aod

Come forth, come forth! Do not refiso
Amalatance to my Iny;

But 1t th ting mensures, Muse,
And swe sing and play;

Asnjzt me In my proud intentionm

To hymn the recent Bar Conventlon;

S0 Muse come forth, halp ma here;

YTou are subpenacsd to appear

%Sir, sald the Courteous Office Boy.

“What Is it, Boy?™ eald I

“Pray why with legal matters toy,
and legal language try? From every-
thing that T have saw, you know darned
littla ‘bout the law a

*Tut-tut!™ was my responsive Foanh
“Full many a lawyer Knows no more”™

“Sing on then, but If you get pinched,”™
he erled, 1 hope that ¥ou'll be I¥ynched.™

I ming, then, in praise of the recent conves-

thom,

When Portlsnd was host unte maay &
gueal
Of evary tus and type and dimension,
The Hench d the Bar of the nobls
vorthwest.

Nt
In myrieds rambled they Into the eity.

And weall-nigh they swamped the recepiion
commities;

Decreelng the rock-plle for care and

| anpoy—

ng s habeas corpus oa jo¥y.

Portland was given unto ths posses
slon
cgntes gathersd from near and afar,

huge of the iegal profession,

And

nlve blg gune of the pench and
e bar;
n and Darch and Judge Beonsit

we spen
With siegs guns ke Wolverten, Chadwick
and Bean;
4 guns of various metsure ard arafts
1 ‘Forty-iwoe* howitzer, William H.
Tufe,

wors Morrow and Gantenbein

there

in
ich

“minen werfors” ar Henry Mec-

And {not Pike, although Plke was
- Lood, \
And osn asnd KRavanauggh, rumbling
cugh
Mid places trusty, wherein one might
mark,
The rapld-firers llke Logsun and
And nrnnglf for flerce leps

Were Evans and Reames and such “Sevemty«
fives."

And Bristol, McCamant and Leiter
and Wood, and such grenads throwers
assombled there stood, of varlous call-
bter, range and trajectory; to pame =il
would need o whole city directory.

Buffice It to say that In FPortland
conventioned the ordnance all duly
hereinbefore-mentioned and many ans=
othar from near and from far. adorn-
ing, enhancing the Bench and tho Bar

a buay week
hig evants,
mnd

Oh, Mue, it
And throng

For Lhe comm
For many

F Carey,. Ridgeway,

t & many & lega al,

In sulllng way, expressed

was

ith

ex

huie,

cke

0 ETe
i h

Had 1 the time, for just a minute I'd
sing of Behreads and of Sinnott. with
whom full many an hour 1 pressed my
nead to dope out Jest on jest which we
turned o'er to Josie Flynn and all her
minstrals, planned to win Ilmmense Ap-

P s w 1 all should go unto the
5 ub minstrel show.
‘twas n gals night for soolh,

sre walked neath fOamipng porch =nd
booth,
The legal lights ani esch played off
As yugh he know the game of “goff™

e were whe did, y'bet——

like Latoureite).

ome
Like Murphy

or

ow from this scene I'd like to go

to describe the trol mhow,
the assem
Bahran

At gags that

And did applaud to unders

The jests fram Roger Sinnoit's hand,
And let gre ales of laughter run
At wheeses | myself hud don

rd ke to tefl all this for ceriain—
But it were best to draw tha purtain.
Sing about recaptions to the bench

| and bar; judges and attorneys gathered

Judges,
Inwyer

{rom afar; four and twenty
debonalr and fine, and each
trudges tound the entire lime.

Schnubel's in the hallway eating up
{ce-cream; Yeatch Is In the dining-room
where the punch bowls gleam; Rlley
left the city and wasn't there at all,
and several hundred others were buss-
ing round the hall
doore

An moon-day's sin batween the call

pried.

the volce of Walter Evans cried:
wHo, Yatens, lock the door and shoot the
bolta!™

forty prosecutors were inside,

Forty distriet stfiorneys tried and trus,
Glared with wild eves the stesly E&teway
through,
tock the
groan
Thers in the ribald court &f kangarce

And third degrea without &

Aid when the reg'lar ptirners heard (he
fuss, 3

Unto his cell door came ench pale-faced
cums,

And lamped the prosecuters, pinched and

Jalled,

And cried, *By Golly, that looks good lo
st

Oh. tor three days one could not sieep

Io'ntghts. so flamed the glory of those

legul lights: from Lotus in the North
thers was no drouth to where the
7. Club tlourished in the South; and
Hast and West no arid torment fell,
and all went merry as a marriage bell

Twera valn to try to tell ihe Whola
Of all that dald befall,
From Sondsy. midnlght's op'aing tell

s Thursday morning's call
Buffice (o ., In this short rhyme,
They seamed to have a bullr time,

And in the mess [ did address a man
from my home town, where Oscar Hoy-
had come
down; | saw Judge Belt and, O, I felt
fond mem'ries in my dome, and 1 sald;
#Friends. pleass say, ‘He sends his best
regards back homel ™

[ thanlk thes, Muse, who did assint
i doplng out shis Iny;
Par, when thers Il & crowd
I've got to sing snd piey,
Ax I, herelohefors have aald,

Full jovously the week has wped,
And now, sweer Mure, who did asslst
1 guess your case cas be dlamissed

lian
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