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“THE FIRST MOVING PCTURE—~<THE HANDWRITING ON THEWALL™
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binleal writings, Balshaszar was greatly
alarmed by ths mystariots moving plo-
ture, and fearing lest some one in dis-
gilse enter the palace with intemt to
assasalnate him, gave orders 1o his
guards to slay any person who might
attempt to "enter that ailght. even
though he should claim to be the gov-
ernor himselfl, Later, he jeft the palace
uncbserved, and, whan he returned, the
Susrds kilisd him.

The Babylonians left behind tham an
tmmense quantity of writlags which,
belng made in burned clay, could not
easilly be destroyad Thelr books and
recurds of all sorta wers clay tablets,
which thelr libraries were stored, not
on sheivea, but In jars. BSuch tablets
ware fresh and molst when Ilascribed
with & stylus, the butt end of w!
was blunt and flat to serve as an
eraser. Afterwards they wers baked,

Vast numbers of these tablets have
been dug out of the ruined clties of
that ancient pecple, and, as a result,
more ls known today about BHabylonla
than about any European country 1000
years bacic

The city stood on an immenss plain
of clay, which waa the only available
bullding material, no stone of any kind
being at hand. it was therefore of
brick that sll the palaces and temples
were constructed. But these and other
tures were of sun-dried clay,
with burned brick for facing only; and
he consequencte WS at, howesver
magnificent and expensive they might
be, they always tumbled down within
a cantury at most

The famous Tower of Babel was re-
bullt at Jeast once by Nebuchadnezzar,
It was only 140 feet high, but It gailned
improssiveness (o the eye from the fact
that it was bulit on a great platfarm
of earth. There ¥rere no mountains or
other very elevated objects with which
te compare it. and po. to the Babylon-
lans it peomed exceedingly lofty The
Tower had seven stories, and on top of
it was an observatory for star-gazing
purposes,

The Babylonlans were the earliest
astronomers. It is belleved that
Inventad the teie ype, ad thel
ords show Lhatl
earilest weather bureau,
reports and forecastas
Babel was f{llled with
gods and other treas
fect & temple and To museum com-
bined, bhe priesis in charge of It at-
tended to tha business of star-gasing,
the chlief object was to ob-
serve and recomnd mnd portsnts
that were supposed to give warning of
coming eventa
» astonishing public works axe-
d by the Kings of Babylonia were
accomplished by the labor of tens of
thousands of slaves tolling under
mercilesa drivers. One of the most re-
markable of these undertakings was a
gigantic eigineering project by which,
to In ate the Duilding of the river
walls, the Euphrates was dralned into
an artificial reservoir 160 miles o cir-
cumfierence, outside the city. The bed
of o river was incidentaliy paved with
brick. Then the t wWas tarned
back into ita proper changel. and the
reservolr was thereafter maintalned
for purposes of irrigation.
rus. realizing that the city was
well-nigh Impregnable to assault hit
spon the sxpedient of cutting off the
flow of the river and turning It again
inlo the reservolr, his bhe was able
from outside the walls

ch

ETeat afry

to accompliah

at night, while the people were cele-

brating thelr festival Having done feas

cacng e Snlerioas Wrilrheo On the

tly marched his army along
the siream into

left open, was easlly able

stocd on the west

rected on a ter-
umference. Al-

bank of the river,

race eight miles in «
though of brick. it was doubtiess a
structure of great magnificence. Bab-
¥lon was to Babylonia what New Yark
today !s to the Unliied States—not only

the metropolis of the country, but the

7He Tower of Oabel

great center of wealth and luxury.
The early Hebrew writers dedcribe it

they were prejuodiced

According to the Bibla aocount. on
ths fateful occasion here  desoribed,
“Belshazzar made a great feast to 1000
of his lords. e commanded his
slaves to bring the gold and sllver ves-
seis which Nebuchadneszzar had taken
out of the Temple which was In Jeru-
salem: that his princes, hia wives and
hix concubines might drink.

“They drank wine, and praised the
gods of gold, of silver, of brass, of
fron. of wood. and of stone."

It was in the midet of this perform-
ance, while the sacred vessels Wwero
being u=ed for a profans purposa by
Belshaziar and his guests, that tha
moving picture appesarad of a hand-
writing on the wall, Whereupon
“Belshazzar's countenance was changed,
and hls thoughts troubled him. so that
the joints of his loins were loossd, and
his knees smote ons against the o
could tell what the w
wd 8o, cslling In h

*“Mene, mane,
"“God hath nt
finishad it
“Thou art welghed In the balances
and art found wantin
“Thy kingdom Is
to the Medes and Persia

vided and given
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BRITAIN'S WAR FLEET AS
COMPARED TO KAISER'S

E “man-on-the-atreet” In America
i= gt tly heard iInquirine the
whereabouta of the Britizsh fleet and
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built sincs the war began.
As to the dest of enen
chantmen, the Frankfurter
Juna & publshed a Iist
vessels sunk by German
since the promulgation of
war zone on February 18
Some of these were French and 1
sisn, yet were they all Britl
would constitiute an slmost
cant part of the grand teotal of the

mber of 1
of the enemy.
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office of the Third Asdistant Post-
mastar-Ganeral, whare they Aare as-
sambied. made out and sent dewsn o
me Then I go over this enstire order
sad draw from the deposit vauit as
many siamps of esch denomination xa
1 Bad may be regquired

An sxpert veri-
In this way,

after all of the individual orders are
filled, I have one way of knowing that
my accounts are correct, for if the sup-
ply is accuratsly drawn each order will
be exactly filied and no extra stamps
will ba left over.

“In order (o guard against theft
while the stamps are en route to thair
destinations, we take precsutions in
packing them which make It Impossible
to molest a single stamp without d=tec-
tion We stitch the sheets together
and staple them on the edges, so that
no sheet may be torn away without
leaving a perforate border of dam
ing evid ind It. Th!
guard the ureat, because the
evidence would show that ¢he theft had
been made after the order left our
department.

“These stitched shesls are dound to-
Enther and tied into packaszes, which
are wrapped and stamped on the out-
side with the address they are being
sent to. Packages vary !n size. The
largest that may be sent soparately
contalns 200.00V stamp All above this
oumber Iin any individual order are
sent in additional packages.

. . .

“Then the largest part of the work
is out of the way,” Miss Kerfoot want
on ¢o =ay. "The packages are put in
electric trucks and sent to the city
postoffice, wheare Lhey mre registerad—
for all these stamps are delivered as
registered mall—and pouched for ship-
ment directly to the Individusl post-
masters

*“My own responsihility, besides be-
ing chief of the depariment with 25
counters, verifiers and packers under
me, consista of drawing the stamps
from the wvau and baisncing tha
orderns, f courmse, T am also responsi-
bis for the accuracy of every order™

Miss Kerfoot exhibited with pride
the splendidly equipped room wharse
she and Rer staff carry on thelr work
AL long tables, running paraile! on op-

explained Misa posite sides of the room, alongsife
subdivide it into states
and individual! postoffices.
eXpert couniers then counts out enough
stamps from those ! have drawn to fill
each separate order.

large, open windows the work is dane;
with countars and verifiers sitting on
one side and packers, standing on the
other, with multitudes of packages for
the new order piled hizh before them

She then led the way into the deposig

vault where the reserve stamps urs
stored, awalting distribution. She re-

minded the interviewer that they were

itanding in ths presencs of postage
stamps worth an {mmense fortune

It seema to her most fAtting,
Miss Kerfoot, that the packing depar
ment should be located in the base-
mant, for tha bureau Is so nrrs
that the work of printing begls
the top and the Interme
teps of gumming and finlshing b =
te stamps finally down to ler base-
ment reireat where the dJdistribution

L
¢

takes place.

To turn the attention from tLhe
stamps to Misgs Kerfoot, hersell, is an
exercize that brings Its own reward,
for she i3 that type of American wo

new  eleme

main who represenis t
in 20th century civilizsation—effic
ainity.

She may be best described by the
colloquial expression as being "2ll busi-
ness.” But, withal she has the ener
getlc manner of one whou works hard
vet manages to have & good
of it. To see her in her de
she seemes to be *“one of the
Her merry eye may be depended upon
for cheer and her countanance s ever
lighted with enthusiasm.

“During the time I have been in the
bureau,” she stated, last pre-
valled upon Lo talk abo
haveg seen the stamp output mote 1
double itself. This means that I have
been here & long time. - In fact, I say
that I have grown up with the depart-
ment. My first work here was that of
an apprentice’s asslstant anmd I have
held nearly all of the positions over
which I now have supervision.

"] love the work., [ feel un wsctual
affection for every postuge stamp that
I draw from the vault Notbing In
my privata lifs ever comes botwaen ma
and my work and when I am pgetting
out one of these very large ordsrs I
think about it all of the time.”

1t pwas suggested that this affection-
ate -Interesy waa undoubtedly the res-
son fTor the remarkable record for per-
fection which Misy Kerfoot maintains
She agreed that this may be one catuse
but she confesses that she thinks the
real regson to be mimply this—she
would be ashamed to go to Mr. Ralph
and sdmit that ahe bad made & wmisn-
take.

Thereupon the Interviewer reminded
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Friends of Your Husband.
Youth's Companion.

not quite like them, although
loyally try your best. You
£, “Jim llkes them,
i I don't exsutly see
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think that they but the real rea-
gon is that you shand feels a cer-
thin ease and dom with his Dboy-
ioes not feel with
clothes, they
his offhand
to be with
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Vacuum Street Cleaunlng.
Indianepolis News,

Difficulties in the construction of a
um cleaner for strest work have
been overcoma, according to a state-
ment in a receant issue of 3 technlgal
maegazxine. I mechine loosens and
breaks up the the street, ploks-
it up by suction and deposits It in & re-
sptables carried at the rear of the Ap-
parstus. The lower ends of tha sua-
tion pipes sara made of fexibie matarial
g0 as to allow for {rregularities in ths
surface of the road and the plpes at
the side of the truck are so mude that
they are mot Injured by striking the
One onginae supplies

street curbd
power for both propuisl
ing. The br es and a
easily malsed and Tower r
driver'’s seat and can variad in
pressura snd speed to muit the oh
ter of the mtreet. The machina tf
practicable, abould go a long way te-
ward solving the difflculties of streei
cleanling.




