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Loveliest of Pagan ldols,

W hose Every Move Has Brought Violence to Her,

Again May Be Mutilated.

Statue, in Hiding 1800 Years, Again Secreted Out of Paris.
Interesting Lore Revealed.
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B TERL HEILIG A fasure under his feel, Into which dirt

AEBET August, e Verus of Milo quit rolled They were over a vault
L Far Every peasant hopes to find a hid-
3 ans were thundering den treasure

down o: ta Feveriahly they broke In Pushing
Grea! = nx vans were driven to OF¥er & sectlon of the sustalning wall
the courty s Louvre, nnd 720 mar. Into the lower field, they jumped down,
bies an cos—of Al schools, lands looked In and were struck with strange
and pe s inestimable chefs- 5%We Thers stood A goddess, white
d'oesvr o Munsum—wers taken Bnd radiant beautiful with the beauty
te . Hens of the “immortals™ of the old songs
T e M who slone welghs 'who had hid her® A mystery. Dur-

x i automablle van
ped and smothered In

ber adventures

es are not good for the

X her—to get a
¢ she makes, and fnally
to gmash amid the confliets of men
Por 14 yefrs ale eluded this doom
—by Ivieg in @ ng Yet, as soon as

e "Wer

t ! hiding., her arms were
-onfliet of men. And each

ahe came

Lrogkern In &
mave nhe made afterward—bdbut you
sial’ pee

New ate has gone in hiding apain—
amii conflicis of men.
. L .

Do not amile it is just so.

In her day, 2000 years ago. she was
the levellept of pagan [dols, the Vie-
torisus, the Pitlless

2 a white templie. on & hill, amid the
BCenery & Orecian island, ahe
relgned. heathen goddess of Love. but
equally of valn dealre, paln, strife, jeal-
odsy a=d confiicts

One day this doom went out sgalsst
her

Christianity, victorious, put down the
eTES Zealots smaszhed the
marbles to whom they Are ouly
marblea, may resret It; but In those
days St Augustine, whose cziture was
a8 greal as yours or mine approvad it

In Ser island this great Venus had
protectors. By night, they carried her

af

imaKer
We

away to & secret vault In & hillalde
They sealed her up, with whe knows
what mystie caremonies? Beside her

in the dark twae tricky little gods or
demone siood to guard her. Beo they
jeft Ber to await betier dayn

fitay in the dark, Venua

Do net come o0l

The Island was Meics

- - -

Eightesn hundred Years passed.

In March, 1130, Yorgos Bottonls,
peasant of the laland of Maios, with
nis pom and nephew, worked his flaid
om the flank of & hill

The kill was In two terraces, like
stepe. On the odge of the upper ter-
race Yorgos found certaln biocks of
antique trimmed stone, and desired to
thexm. Prying wp one he found

“Thery

ing 1800 years that marvelogs form,
born for the llght. had been a captive

in the dark she, the victorious

Yorgos guessed her value. He knew
what antique Greek statues had, In
forelgh eyes, great price. And this
statue wWas antire.

Yes entire

Hare (s the queer part of IL

Fifty years later, Yorgoes' son and

nephew, stil] living, protested that she
had bDeen found entire President
Thisrs. of the French Republic, belng
intereatsd (n the Venus of Milo, had
sent Jules Ferry as Ambassador to
Greece around 1572 to plek up loeal
traditions of her discovery at Melos,
He found Antonio and Yorgos, Jr.,
who, as youths of 18, had participated
in It

“They are son and nephew,” Teo-
ported Ferry, “grown to be beautiful
white-bearded old men, rodbust, ruddy,
bright-eyed. Examined separately be-
fore the Fremch Consul, they declared
forcibly, with detalls and explanatory
poses, that Venua, when they found
bar, was standing upright om her
padestal. compiets, .porfect, her Ilaft
Arm extanded and its hangd hoiding an
apple.

“The popular story of the country-
gide remains” reported Farry., "It I8
the same tals of strife and batile. The
discovery, the dispute, the fight on
the beach !mpressad fhe lslanders, and
the impreasion remains.”™

8o, now, the story.

in whole, it is only recently revealed

- - -

The minute she came out of hiding.
smash!

Like this

Yorges and the boys put their find
in safety.

Bhe was In two superposed bloocks,
joined {nvisibly at the walst Also,
the left arm could be unhooked from
the shoulder, to which It was cunningly
fized Dy an iron tenon.

They hid her upper half in a cabin
blocked the niche, to hide bher
lower ball

By basard, the French astores-ship
La Chevrette was sochored in Melos
harbor. On board was a Young ensign
curious of art antiques. who was later
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to .become _ celebrated—AM. Dumont
d'Urville, Sncoping through the ruilns
of antique Melos, he gol news of
Yorgos' find. To his friend, Lieutenant

Matterer, he sald: “A peasant has
found a peerless statue Let's go
neo IL” )

Yorgos was hot to sell. He showed
them the lower half, then took them
to the cabin. In its shadows, & sun-
beam from a lttie window gllded =
face and bust of a supernatural beauty
that seemed rising from the lower
regions. D'Urville says “like a Illy
rising from the soil” So Venus seemed
rising from the cabln floor. In her
left hand she held that apple.

D'Urville bought her on the spot
The bargain was formal. Salling hur-
riedly ;or Constantinople, he Informed
the French Ambassador, Marquis ds
Riviere, and In & few days the Ambas-
sador's secretary, Marcellus, was sent
to make payment and take possession.

Unbappily, Marcellus arrived a trifle
late. The primates of the island had
taken It on themselves to make a gift
of the Venus to & certaln Greek Prinoce
inhabiting Constantinople. So Yorgos
had sold her to them, also.

Following, hot, arrived the French
war-schooner L-Estafette, sent by the
Ambassador to take the status. When
she anchored in Melos harbor her Com-
mandant Robert saw a brig fiying the
Turkish flag anchored neardy. And,
to the consternation of Marcellus and
Rimself, there appeared af the foot of
the hill & crowd of Greek and Turkish
sailors laborticusly transporting the
upper balf of the Peerless One toward
that same Turkish brig!

Ehe was naked and shining. The
Turks bBad nelther boxed nor wrapped
hor. Later, it was learned that her
lower haif was already on the brig;
and pow they lugged her lovely torso
on & stretcher, balance belng kept by
ropesa tied to her bust and neck—which
stlll bear traces of their sawing on the
soft marble.

“We're just in tima™ sald Robert te
Marcellus.

They armed a squad of marines, toock
the long-boat, and landed just as a
Turkish long-boat crew came runaing
to protsct their brethren. The Turks
dropped Venus, to defend themselves,
It waa slash, parry, wrestle and roll.
A cutlass takes off a Turkish ear.
Encugh carnage for a graven Image!
They pull for their brig. The French
have captured the Peerless Omne!

Ther were excited and hurried

Quick, put rollers under her! Atten-
tion, ahe's falling over! Malheur, she's
toppled! Now, my children, yet an ef-
fort. Here's the boat. It was hot work.
Best say nothing about it!

Nothing was sald about |t

No mention of & fight with Turks in
time of peace; no mention of rough-
housing Venus in & scrimmage. Just
A “find,” dug from the ground They
squared the Turks, who ceded them the
lowar half., But when the BEstafette
salled, Venus bore sad wounds!

What wounds? Mystery. Did they
gather up fragments of two arms from
the beach, or one arm only—the beau-
tiful left arm which dUrville and
Matterer saw lifting high the apple?

(Fatal saymbol!)

She ought to have known bettar than
to bring that apple!

But, you say, Yorgos sold her per-
fect; and now both arms are gone, as
anyone can sse, Thearefore, both were
broken on the beach, you say.

Tut, tut It is mors complicated.

- - L

Her doom {s to get one swat each
time she moves.

Bohold (you say) Venus Vietriz sife
in the Louvre, at Paris,

Bafe? Wait.

“The bust and front have searcaly
suffered from the ravages of time,"” re-
ported Comte da Clarac, the Curator.
“They tetain the velvely skin of a
master of the great Gresk period, who,
after polishing, once more skimmed the
chisel aver the perfect work., But here
and there are slight lesions, due, prob-
ably, to carsless plek work in digging
har up.”

Yet he know that she was not dug up,

He praised “fragments of arm.” which
he assumes to have been “happily
found"” with the statue. He notes In
them “the sams quality of marble and
of work, the same velvety effects of
chisel skimming. The shoulders have
been most damaged. Tracea of cords
indicate that she may have been
“dragged”; the shoulders and hips are
* A faw lines later he men-
tions the left shoulder is “broken™ at
the joining point. -

All of which is assumed to have hap-
pened long ago.

As time passed, however, strangs talk

Aittered.
Venus had received a swat on the

Aye, and another at Paris! .

What for? To prove her of the great
Greek périod. pardie!

Now you begin to percelve how the

strange doom follows the chiefest and
loveliest of Pagan idols!
- L] -

It was io 1854 that an ({llustrious
classical archaeologist, Charles Lenor-
mant, summed up the strange talk ln
an article in the Correspondent, con-
taining the singular words:

“I have always believed that, from
the beginning, to better acoredit a pro-
duction which (s its own best proof,
they designedly caused to disappear
sccessories which might derange the
idea that they had discovered a chel-
d'oeuvre of the grand period of Greek
art. Thus, beside ths arma, they sup-
pressed the debris of an Inscription.”

Who is “they"?

Marcellus, who was still allve, came
out Indignantly in the Revue Contam-
poraine to defend himself, the Ambas-
sador and the naval officers of the
Hatafette agalnst “an atisck (nvolving
alleged vandalism.” But he dald not
breaths & word about the fight on the
beach.

Lisutenant Mattarer seems to have
had a simiiar susplclon—that breakags
was done to Venus deliberately, on the
ship or after her arrival at Parla
Nalther he nor &'Urville had formed
part of the comquering party; but they
knew all about It .

Matterer began to get uneasy, Naval
officer, he had a horror of “butting In."
yet it galled him to hear the suthori-
ties gravely discussing “the probable
position of the arms."” Bo, finally, he
wrots three notices, in 1842, One waa
deposited with the Archives de I'Art
Francaise, ons secratly confided to the
eurator of Toulon Museum and the third
put in the hands of Jean Alcard, of
the French Academy. He made sketches
of the perfect Venus, as he and dUr-
ville had seen her in the niche, and
deseribed her In words—"one arm sus-
taining the falling drapery, and one
bolding forth an apple” And Bas con-
cluded, significantly: -

“Por the rest, they (the arms) have
been mutilated, the one and the other.”

In 1858 heé published an article im
the Archives, telling the world for the
first time that Venus had been ac-
quired by force. But not even here
does hs Imagine that she got sll her
bhurts in the fight on the beach.

“No,” wrote Alcard recently, “Mat-
terer thinks, tranquilly, that they
committed the act of (further) mutiiat-
ing her in Paris designedly. Ha shares
this strange opinion with ths archae-
ologist Leonormant, each without the

[
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knowledge of the other., And Matterer
Is not & writer, but a naval offlcer!™

D'Urville also, In & lecture bhelore
tha Toulon Academy (with closed doors,
in his old age), Be told how, wishing
to give his personal friends of Toulon
first newp of the find, he had written
them a letter from Melos, describing
the perfect Venus, as he had soeen IL
This letter never arrived. Then:

“¥For the rest, both arms are mutl-
lated, and, at the present (actuelle-
ment) detached from the body.”

As for the Insoription, it ran thus:

“Andros, Menides' son, from Antloch
on the Meander, made this work'

Hare says that the pedestal “under-
went & change in the workshops of the
Louvrs” and that “the inscription Is

no longer there,” but *it would be an
Insult to the authoritiea® to suggest

they destroyed it, to remova evi-
6 that thelr treasurs belongs to a
date later the grand Greek
period."”

than
- L] .

And there you are,

Since the day she came out of hide
Ing her doom has been (mvariabla.

At each move, a swat,

And If you want & proof by negation,
observe her !mmunity in 1870. In 1370
she made no move. She remalned Ia
the cellars of the Louvre.

Yenus, stay In the shadow!
move among mon!

But who can stop a doom?

Ones more, she (s out and moviag.

Do not

CODFISH AND SENTIMENT
IN NEW ENGLAND STATE

ET the truth be told about the
venarated embiem reverenlly sus-

pended by distinguished sons of the
commonwealth of Massachusetta In
thelr several legislative halls, Why

ahould sorrespondents of the New York
Bun, some of them living In places ns
remotes as Ohlo, be parmitted to
fuddle thelr readers with discussions of
the "“legands” of the palnted codish
when the indubitable facls afford a
foundation of placid satisfaction
the pride of all natives of the
state?

Be It known, then, that there may
have been such an emblem In tha old
townhouse which burned in 1747 that
the presence of the hallowed effigy In
the old Statehouse |s attested by the
bill presented in 1773 to the provinee of
Massachusetts by Thomas Crafis, Jr.,
for 15 sbhillings fer “painting Cod
Fish,"” and that on Weadnesday, March
17, 1784, Mr. John Rowe, an ancient
fisherman of T wharf, offered a resolu-
tion that “leave might be given to hang
up the representation of a Cod Fish
in the room where the House alts, ns
a memorial of the importance of the
cod fishery to the welfare of the com-
monwealth as had been usual for-
merly.”

Duly suspended in the House thes em-
blem remained untll, with the archives
and othar valuable memorabllia, it was
transferred to the new Statelicuse In
1798. For a century, lacking but threa
years, it stayed In tha Representatives'
chamber, acquiring year by Yyear |ts
place in song and story and fn satiridal
literature as the symbol of the “cod-

ne-

for

Bay

fish aristocracy.” In 1885, tha jyear
of the completion of the addition ta
the Statehouss, It was ordered removed
chamber. A committes of
15 duly lowered the emblem. Wrapped in
an American flag, {t was borna to ita
new home. With eoclemn and stately
tréad, a procession of the members of
the Houwse, lod by the Speaker, George
Von L, Meyer, marched through the
marble corridors, and Richard W. Irwin,
of Northampton, pronounced ths eulogy.
The venerable painter of fish and game,
Walter M. Brackett, embellinhed the
figure, and on May 6, sccording to the
order of the House on April 29, the
historic cod wns duly hooked and
holsted Into position, where all whe
scan the names the chamber bears—
such names as Emerson, Motley and
Parkman—will he unabls to miss him.

to the new

And on the 125th anniversary of ths
motion of John Rowe a resclution of
thanks was veled him. The method

of communicating it was appropriately
left to the captain—Boston Heérald.

SUPPLY OF APPRECIATION

“1 have & great ldea for a musical
camedy " exclalmed one MAnNagasr.
“Something in the way of a plotT™ "No.
But I know how to get a letter of In-
troduction to & man who might put up
monsy to run the show."—Washiogton
Star.

IDEA FOR MUSICAL COMEDTY

Most of the visihle supply of ap=
preciation 1s wasted on bunk of & cers
tain kind.—Hxchange.




