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HY RENA BACH
QNORESS alone, under the Consti-
c tutionn, has the power to declare
war Hot the President can make
s¢ he pleases
Wilson could start a fight
between this country and Germany lo-
morrow f he choan And when once
war was begun, the powers he could
wield would be weall-nigh absoluta It
Is doabtful if the authority of the Ger-
man Emperor s more all-compelilng
than his would be, so long as hostlll-
ties endured

Mr. Wlilsomn is the Commander-in-
Chief of all the forces of the United
States, both on land and sea Hoe Is
the Rear Admiral of the Navy: George
Dewey. who holds that title must take
his orders from the FPresident. He is
alse the General of the Army—the
enly military officer who has a right
to wear four stars on his epaulsttes, if
e chose to do so.

Whan, early in the year 1598, & war
with Spaln was !mminent, Congress
mads an emergency appropriation of
$50.000.000. XNot oanly that: it placed
this enormous sum of money In Mr.
MeKinley's handa to speand exacily &a he
might happen to see fit. It was mnot
even required of bhim that he asbould
make any accounting for the cash,

The reason for this extraordinary
step lay In the fact that the country
2ad mads no preparations for war.
Nearly everything bhad to be impro-
vised with vtmost possible haste
Thare was no lelsure for discussion or

to what should be
inexor-

deliberation as
done; prompt action was an
abkle necessily.

Today the situation is pretty much
the same. But there is this differ-
ence, tHat the conflict which bhas not
yet cgased to threaten is with a first-
class power, and not with a weakling
antagonist. It ia not 50,000,000, but at
least ten times that sum, that might
be required for Immediate and exigent
purposes. Conzress would have to
provide It in a hurry, and Mr, Wilson
would econtrel its expenditure.

Further requirements of monay
would soon run wup _into ths billlons
Contracts would have to be made with-
out an hour's unneccssary delay for
thousands of field guns, howitzers and
machine guns, millions of shrapnel
and other shells, Immense quantities
of smokeless powder and high explo-
sives, and other war munitions by
wholeszale. Flying machines In flocks
would be ordered; and., for the Navy,
a variety of emergency demands would
have to De met. "

Congreas ocould not attend to such
matters: all it could do would be to
furnish the money. The PFPresident
would spend it as he thought best—
taking advantage of course., of such
expert advice as he could obtain from
the War and Navy Departments. Every
dollar of It would be pald out In the
shape of warrants on the Treasury,
signed by Mr. Wilson himself.

Congress weould bhave nothing to do
with mapaging the war; Mr. Wilso
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attend to that.  Seated at his
office desk in the business annex of
the Whitehouse —a semi-detached
building of one story. 100 feet square,
and painted white—he would direct all
thg movements of our military and
naval furces, as well as a multitude of
other matters, Including the purchase
of munitions and other supplies.

The routine businsss, necessarily,
would be assigned to subordinates, but
the responsible authority in all affalrs
relating to naval and military opera-
tions would be the President. He
would have no time to attend to any-
thing else; all civil matters would be
of neceasity referred to the Executive
Department—barring, of course, the
occasional Item of extraordinary im-
portdance that might compel his per-
sonal Attention.

For one thing, he weuld be called
upon to appoint thousands of civilians
as officers In the huge volunteer army
that would hage to be ralsed. The War
Department would be saxpectaed to plck
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them out, largely from the militia of
the stytes, but the President would
have to zign their commissions All
manner of soclal and political influence
wopld be exerted to obtaln such com-
missglons (as was the case during the
war with Epain), and this in (tself
would be a cause of Infinite annoyance.

The Fresident could himself take the
fleld as Generalissimo, {f he chose. But
it 1s not to ba imagined thet Mr. Wi-
son would be gullty of any such ab-
surdity. James Madison attempted It,
when British troops were approaching
Washington, and the flasco he made of
It marks one of the most inglorious in-
cidents In the history of our country.
It will be remembered that, a few
hours later, he Lkid In the woods of Vir-
ginia to escape capture by the enemy.

Methods of telegraphic and other
communication have been so far per-
fected within recent yecars that the
management of & war from the White
House {8 rendered comparativaly easy.
Thus, during the confliet with Spaln,
the President had all the fighting ma-
chinery, both on land and afloat, under
his direct control. From his office desk
he could move armles and fleets, as on

a chessboard, with the help of '!.lpl
and the electric spark.

Means for gathering information and
digpatching orders are now avaliable
which during the Spanizsh War ware
not at the President's command—most
important!y, the aerial telegraph, called
“wireless.” From the windows of his
office Mr, Wilson can see the tall tow-
ers of the great naval plant across the
Potomae, from which messages can be
sent to England or France, to San
Francisco and to the Isthmus of Pan-
ama. Through this agency he can
communicate directly with any of our
warships at saa.

The wireless system controlled by
the Government, indeed, may be said
to cover all of the United States. All
along our coasts {ts stations are scat-
tered at Intervalg mot exceeding 300
miles. Every American warshlp, of
course, has its "wlireless” The Army
has its installations of the kind at
avery post and seacoast fort. And all
of thess lines of communication center
at the Whits House in Washington.

If thers should be a fight, the center
of all our military and naval activities
would be reprezented (as during the
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conflict with Spain) by a “war room"
in the business annex of the White
House. In this room thers would be
telegraphers, many maps and boards on
the walls, with a multitude of pegs of
different colors showing tha disposi-
tion of troops. Mr. Wilson would have
frequent occasion to survey these maps
and boards whis formulating his war
plans

Durifig the Spaniah War there was in
the War Department, on the second
floor, a completely equlpped tele-
graphic central station, with 17 opera-
tives. 'The Instruments, handled by
men chosen for thelr expartness, were
of a pecullar patterseslient, 20 that no-
body might overhear the messages
transmitted. A conduit was at that
times constructed to carty wires from
this station beneath the intervening
streef to the wsr room of the Whitse
House. .

1t there should be war with Germany,
cipher experts plcked for thelr excep-
tional skill wounld be employed in the
Navy and War departments to con-
vert ®1l messages into the secret lan-
guage used by the Government. There
are, In fact, two such languages, one
for the Army and the other for the
Navy. BEach commanding General in
the field would have his “code book,”
with which to transiate orders con-
veyed to him, and likewise each cap-
tain of a warship. The code book car-
ried by a fighting craft is kept In a
copper box, and, In case of her capturs
or destruction, the Iast thing to ba done
{s to throw It overboard, lest It fall
into the egemy's handa

If Mr. Wilson were to choose
the part of generaliseimo in the fleld,
he would doubtless wear & uniform
The German Emperor appears in such
a capacity. and as everybody knows,
his miiitary costumes are ag varled as
they are plcturesque. On the other
hand. no dress has even been prescribed
for tha President of the United States,
in his capacity as‘commander-in-chief
of the forces. He is lawfully entitled
to design a uniform to sult hls own

tastesn
Suppose that he wanted to appear In

®
to act

AR LO

f ok

v

Yeowtd Ead.

regimentals. In all likelthood he would
wear on each shoulder four sllver
gtars, with the cont of arms of thes
United %t:l{t.‘_‘. Such would ba the ine-
signia of a'full Gengral In ofdr Army,
If such a rank exlsted. The Admiral
of the Navy wears four sllver stars
two of them superposed upon “foul
anchors” of gold; but the President
as head of the Navy. would be llkaly

to substitute the Niational coat of arms

for the anchors. In elther case the
uniform would be dark blus, with &
cocked hat and considerably more gold
brald than is allowed for anyvbody else.

The President, as everybody knows
has his own distinc flag, even 18
tima of peace—though ha uses it only
when on the water Over the Whits
House the Stars and Stripes float, as &
slgn that ha ja in nca there; at
other times & is nd down. His
seéa flag of blus bunting, bearing
the ecoat arms of the the
chief feature of which s an It
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i\ @ ensign
the Presl-
warship
is a real
carries a
armament of rapid-
fire nnd mn guns. Originally a
yacht, owned by Mre Ogden Goelet, of
New York, it is called the Mayflower,
and cost §800,000 to bulld. It was pur-
chazed by the Government when the
Spanish war broke out, and four years
later was refitted an expense of
$50,000,

The Mayflower today Is one of the
most luxurmously appointed vessels
afloat. The President's sulte occupies
the maln d:« aft, and comprises Eix
stater ms, a dinlng-room, a re
thrary and twoe iths—thae
bathroom adjeining Mr. Wilson's bed-
chamber having & tub cut from a solid
block f marble, big enough to
splash around in,' with fittings heavily
plated with silver. The dining-room,
decorated |n white and gold, extends
the width of the ship, and the passage
CORM it with

reception-room
Is paneled with vals
ed over with silve the ef-
fect of metal. The walls of the state- -
rooms ara covered with flowered sllk,
and the lil d in Flemish
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