=

Rt
—

OLDEST SHIP AFLOAT IS VISITING IN PORTLAND'S HARBOR

Built in Burma in 1790, Success Began Remarkable Career as Proud East

Indian Trader and Ended as Last of Infamous British Prison Fleet in Australian Waters.
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OME mstudents of prison
S nave hZeld that caplial punishment
must Rave been preferable to a
cruise as a convict aboard the British
prisoa ship Succesa
Admitting 1hat most of the appalling
things Are true that have been told of
lifs aboard to thousands visiting the
vesse] during tne past few daye at
the foot of Yamhill street, it would
seem as 2 the unfortunates confined
there would almost have welcomed
death
Yot the career of the Success has not
been wholly given to scourging and

reforms

kilillag ef criminala When she first
took the water, which her history fixes
as In 1790, the p was the pride of

at Moulmain Brit-
#Art was made
of the old Pagoda.
has immotarised.
., though they wera
craft and 1
have tr
dtings
those wia

her ewnars
ish Burmah,

un=-

her

sigzs and admirs
test to fact
structed the ahilp
derse sarfle

She Is bullt of teak
so celabrated Is the
A plece wWas
1 in the Royal

N -
from beinx

that

were far

the

throughout, and
cut from her and

Museum at Green
London. being marksd “Timber
taken from the old Success,™ and ad-
mitting its superiority to that of Brit-
lsh oak

Early Carcer Hesorable.

The oid convict veasel I of 545 tons
135 feet long. 29-fool Beam, copper
fastened and three-nalled throughoul
Ehks s as stout and staunch a pon-
derona beama and huge iron knesa can

wood of the ship|

e Success on esrrival iz
T STXrOor:

|

make Ner, while further stiffening was 1

- r of flicted ¢ in riod of
unintentionally added to hear by ""'Ilwc:'?:::um\:-:r- c';“:;,‘ ;‘:: wers
e ot e . e s both| noggea for idieness and negleot of
of m,‘:, 2’ et ""'f:._;”"' 2"_‘_‘;"“?'*!\-'!::. while elght women were flogged
orms {ha sides of “‘.'.j;'!‘ ..:: HEA 10) 41 the gangway, the scidiers and sail-
“For 10 or 13 ,,:.:‘_‘ iy NE SN | ors of the guard iaking it In turns te

r she WAS|.iy the awfuol “jash.™

lauvnshed the Success had an honored
and adventurous careef, salilng the
Indilan seas. engaged In the sp!

-

Prince and nabob, for the
to this day show

devices, gllded
decorated
carvings and
1o stern, aill

Indlan
that remain
elAborate heraldic
socroils, quarter Eallesl
with massive and artist
escutchecna from atem

AnD
traces

Eoing to show that ahe led the way in| he

ivory and tea irsde and carrylng many \

]ll--.un‘ed that from

the fcet of that time as one 11 for
kings. She then carried her own gu
for ringa portholes aafl Bolts are st!
shown, and It Is also on record 1
ahe resisted and beat off an atiack of
n Fre y ship, La Rosa, tn the Bay of|
Beng Oreat shot marks near to the
watar lins show ré the Frenech]
pirmate s fire was Un another

occasion her Las utinied and

the captain signaled to F

Bombay, for assistance §

ware mistaken =snd Instead cAnNONn
wans fAred at the Succesa wh srike
iz the mainmast (sl In the ship
and rhowing where the shot struc
prought down soma of the upper spars
which fell on the mutineers, killing

two and wounding seversl
Shlp Leat Caste.
In 1002 the Suc fell from caste
aad became an “ocean bell
ship. which, instead of harbe
bigh and mighty potentates of t Elld.
ed East, Becam the tome and the
pcourze of

England's worst eriminals,
tha born malefactor as wel

fortunate whom » horridble penal mys-
tem manufactured into a coaviet and
an outluast

It was
gloomy b«
for the reception
to be-carried in
without ventil

LE

then that these rows of
rror-hauntsd eella were bullt
f her human freight,

almost without
ntiest of raiment and

the utr of cruelties and
depredation across the 16000 milea
that separated England from her
Dew lonles In Australia. On an
averaxe, and this fact i» authenticated
by offieial documents, 33 per centl of

fortunates embarking on the
s and her sister-ships died before
anchor was dropped at their destina-
tion o Australis. Of those surviving
the fearsome voyage few were atrong
enotgh 1o go ashore unalded. With oc-
casional Intervalas of more or less hon-
eat trading the Success was thence-
forth regularly chartered by the Brit-
ish government, when the preassure of
conviets in her home priapn became too
great. to earry the unfortunate white
slaves to the Antipodes
Flogging Was Commen,

The bardarities practiced on
vyoayages teem almost unbellevable Of-
ficial records and the bistories of the
time, As preserved on board the Suec-
cass, relates them !n guch & matter-of-
fact manner that ons can only wonder
at the callousness of the mind to hu-
man suffering.

Flogging waa !
on the Pucoess Al the art of
his brother man alive was brought to a
fine piteh of excelisencs by the profes-
slonal flagellators, generally recruited
from the convicts themeelves,

The severity of the Infliction depend-
od wpon the separstion of the tails by
the fingers of the flagellator before
the scourgd was huried over his head,
and brought down with terrible pre-
cinlon upsn the back of the prisoner.
Baiag equally dexterons with either

hand, 13 lashes were administered with | ment

the right and then 12 with the left, so
as to “cross the cuta™ most cruslly.
If the convict flagellatar,

maerciful feeling, tried t4 raver his vie- |

them without sunlight, |

| an the un-|

thess |

nore regular than food | officinls
faying | fight the

| 1500,

\
i

|
i

from a| White

tims By allowing the strands to fall to- |

gethar with a dull thud upon his barck.
tha pompouas official, in all the glory
of goeid-bralded autherity, standing
watel In Band, would shout, “Comb
your cats, my good man, comb your
esta™ 1If the fageliator falled to do
another would ba found only too
willing to 0l the odious office, and the
ena who BRad glven offense would be
triced to the triacgle, ax hundreds bad
peen befors him, and flogged for “in-
subdordination.”
Ottictal Peturns from Hebart Town,
Taamanis, show that the total mumber

The flogging frame and triangle
now on board the vessal are the brig-
inals that were used, dnd the evidence
of those who wilnessed the revoliing
sight of a struggiing, shirieking erim-
in the throes of the lash, usually
that point forward
the reformation of the comvict became
& distant probability
An idea of a flogring
following description
witness:

“One man was sentepced o recelve
100 laskhes and ths method of punish-
ment was such as to make it most of-
fectual. Two maen were appointed to
flog—one a right-handed man and the
other left-banded, They stood on sach
side. and 1 never saW two threshers In
& barn move their flalls with more
regularity than
did—unmaved by pity,
joying thelr employment than other-
wise. The very frst blows mads the
bood spurt from the man's ahoulders,
and 1 falt so disgusted and horrified

ina

s glven In
of an eye-

and rather en-

'*| that | turned my face away from the

1 could only coms-
para these wretches to a pack of
hounds at the dcath of a hare or
tigers who torment their victims be-
fore they put them to death. I hava
witnessed many horrible scenas, but
thns was the most appalling alght I
have ever sean. The day wus windy,
and 1 protest that, although I was at
loast 15 yards from the sufferera, the
blood, skin and fleah flew In my face
as the executioners shook it off their
received the whole

cruel =lght

cats. The man
100. During the time he was recsiving
the punishment he neaver utiered &

groan: the only words he sald were:
‘Flog me falr; do not strike me on the
neck., The haplass wretch knew that
he might sue In vain for further mer-
-rira_"
- Be I a
Anothar, A youth of 20, was also
santenced te recaiva 200 lashes. The
first hundred were siven on hiz shoul-
ders. and he was cut to the bone be-
tween the shoulder blades, which were
The doctor (who had

botlhh lald bare
Lways to be In attendance at a flog-
ging) then directed the noxt hundred

to be inflicted lower down. which re-
duced the flesh to such a jelly that the
doctor erdered him to have the re-
maining hundred on the calvea of his
legn

Others became, through constant
flogging perfectly Inured to all paln.
It is related of one convict named
Ahearn. undergolng a senteace of &
sundred lashes, that he bore his flog-
ging without & wince oOr murmur,
even counting aloud the number of
each lash, and at the last ona coolly
eried, “Domino.” Another, who
boasted of a record of 1000 lashes In
his lfetime, was triced to the triangle,
and falriy cut to plecea with the lash.
On belngx released, he confronted the
defiantly with, “New I'll
best man amongst youl™

Somes convicts on board had under-
gone from 500 to 800 |Ashes. and more
than ope could boast of am many as

In remard to the original flogging
triangle on board it Is sald that It was
discarded in faver of the flogging-
bosrd (also shown), as it was found
that the convicts uased to batter thalr
neads against the pésts to rendeér
themseives insensible to the punish

Doecter Describes Heorrors

sn official paper lssued by Dr.
& government physfelan of
4ydney, Is & description otf the condi-
tlon of the Succtess and Ity Inmates at
thes closa of the voyage. He sald that
when he want on hoard he found dead
bodiss still In Irons below amongst
the crowds of the livieg:

“aA great number of them were ly-
ing, some half and sthers quite naked,
without elther bedding or unable to
tarn te help Lhemselves
was so afensive | could hardly bear It
Some of thest unhappy pecple died
sfiar the ship came Into the harbdor,
pators they could Ba takan on shore

in

|

these twn man-killars |
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upon the shore and wera seen lying
paked upon the rocks. Thea .misery I
paw amongst them Is Inexpressible.”

The ship continued its carser of Iin-
famy without changs until 1883, when
swifter vessels were employed In the
transportation of convicts. Ehe was In
that year stationed at Fort Willlams-
town, about nine mliles from where
Melbourne was then beginning to
grow, as a “hulk™ or floating prison
for the convicts sngaged In building
that fort. Even then she was a horror
and plague spot of Iniquity. The
regime of her salling dags was Iin no
way Improved; If anything more re-
fined cruslties were perpetrated. For
example, the cleanliness and health of
the prisoners wers better looked after.
They wers then valuable as labor, and
consequently the “compulsory bath™
was instalied, and Into this wretches
freah from a flaying at the triangie
ware flung and biting salt water
scrubbed” Into the gaping gashes on
thelr backs with hard - bristled
brushes Ths Success had her comple-
mént of “refractory” prisoners who
were immured throughout the long
days-and nights In the nolsome cella In
the dark depths of the lower hold, ex-
cept for A few brief momenis dally
when they wers allowed on deck fully
ironed and Adragging a 72-pound pun-
{shment ball as a deterrent to their
jumping over the séven-foot bulwarks

and ending thelr miseries In the
watars of Mslbourne Bay.
C der Is A 1 qa

The Infamous John Prince, Inspector-
General of New BSouth TWales, becama
commander of the BSuccess, and o
flerce were the horrors that he piled
upon the miserable wretches under his
charge that the culmination was in his
assassination and the subassquent ado-
litten of the transportation system.

The usoal method of boarding the
hulk was by an ordinary gangway lad-
der, and on stepping over the water-
ways the visitor would be challenged
by an officer stationed to guard the
entrance to the commandant’'s quarters.
The warders gained access from deck
to deck by means of iron ladders fixed
vertically. but the prisoners, encum-
bered by the weight of thelr ironas, had
to be ralmed and lowatred in batches of
five at a time—often quarreling and
righting—in a rough Lft which passen
from the lower to the main deck
shrough the forward hatchway. The
wooden wheel with an endlesa rope
and the ingenlous chocks that formed
the raising apparatus of this Hft «till
nang above the fron-barred hatchway.

In order to completaly Isolate the
Success, and prevent the escape of any
prisoners, thers was a cordon of buoya
moored round the yellow-painted hulk

Part of thess had been thrown Into |a: a distance of 78 yards. Any person

the harbor and thelr d%ad bodies cast

entering the circle without proper au-

Thie Tersiandleysho

therity or not being posssssed of the
countersign, rendered himself llable to
being shot at sight

Only the prisoners of hetter behavior,
who were confinad In the "tween-deck
cells, wera taken off every day to work
at the gquarries, from whence came the
stone with which the pler was bullt, a
lasting monument of convict labor.

On the lowsr fdeck were the abso-
lutely hopeless characters, men who
were considered uotterly Irreclaimable,
gnd who were confined in separate
dens. Here, too, were the condemned
cails, in which those who were doomed
to dle passed the btrief Interval in a
chamber of darkness, from which even
denth must have proved a walcoma re-
llef.

Darkness Huined Sight.

The "unsafe 80" prisoners weres naver
allowed on shore under any pretext.
Thelr only exercise and opportunity of
enjoring a breath of fresh air was re-
stricted to ons nour in every 24, when
they wers marched from atem to slern
upon deck. Exceptionally high bul-
warks prevented them seeing aught but
the strip of blue Australlan sky direct-
iy overhead, the white-winged gulls, as
they glided over the vessel, seeming Lo
moek the prizoners in thelr hoavy
chains. From long confinement in the
darit cells tha eyeaight of the convicts

was generally ruined. The gudden
transition from thelr black dens to the
dazzling sunshine, In thelr hour's

respites, was mora bewildering than the
sensation experienced by the miner on
emerging Into daylight after some
nours' sojourn in the bowels of the
earth,

The sight of the prisoners at ex-
ercise was saddening in the extreme
each man half stooping beneath the
welght of the links with which he was
encumbered. The marked desperadoes
were ciosely watched by speclal war-
ders And marched atralght up and
down, whilst the others made the
round tour of the ship by crossing over
to the opposite side on reaching the
fence at elther end, The course they
followed can still be perceived by trac.
ing the grooved pathway worn into the
original planks of the deck.

As they paced the deck during this
hour &f comparative relaxation it was
no uncommon event for one of the
prisoners to make a bold dash for free-
dom or death. They soarcely expeacted
to get beyond the cordon of buoys, but
they were reduced to such a state of
desperation that they preferred &
watery grave to-the treatment they re-
gelved on board. When ona of thess
“rpshers” was overtaken In such an at-
tempt he Was invariably punished by
having & heavy ball of iron welghing 72
pounds attached to his belt by & chaln.
Thia “punishment bsil™ 18 still pre-
served on board. In spite of ita weight

4

ing melhod af brandizg prisopers

soma of the convicts gained a wonder-
ful dextarity in swirling it round them
in a sami-circle at thelr feet and would
nimbly step over the chaln by which
it was attached to the lron walst-belt,
and could thus move from one part of
the dsck to tha other with comparative
easa born of long practice
Convict Forged lroas,
AS an additional punishment the eyes

of the refractorias on parids were
sometimes bandaged, and gagging Is
shown to have been resorted to by

the authorities, who appear tp have
exerciged s fiendish ingenuity in the
invention of means to break the con-
viets' spirits. The “black gag” con-
sisted of & wooden bit in & Jeather
bridle, the straps buckling around the
convict's head and neck, and a parfora-
tion wss made {n the mouthplece to en-
able him to breathe.

The pri=zon dress was always plainly
branded with broad arrows and dis-
tinetlve numbers. The halr of each
prisoner was clipped at frequent in-
tervale, and they were always kept in
|rons. The blacksmith's forgs was un-
der the fo'c'sle head. where a convict
son of Vulecan forged the fetlers for
his comrades in crime and fastened
their clanking anklets with red-hot
riveta. Examples of thess chalns are
on beard., varving from eight pounds
to 72 pounds In welght

White's “Conviet Life In New South
Wales” (which was complled from
government records and is consldered
2 textbook on this sublect) In refer-
ring to the legy shackles of the con-
victs says: “They were not removed
when they went to tha hospital, and
not always when they went to thelr
graves.”

“Hiack Hole™ Dreaded.

The corner cells on =ither side of
the lower deck are the dreaded “black
holes” in whieh prisoners who had
been guilty of some breach of dis-
cipline or fractious conduct were pun-
ished by solitary confinement, lasting
from one to 1060 days, acecording to
the gravity of the offense, and per-
haps according to the state of the
gastric julces of the [nspector-genersl,
Thesa small and tapéring torture
chambers measure only two feet eight
inches acrcoss. The doors fit as tight
as valves and close with a “swish”
axeluding all alr exéept what chAn fil-
ter through the perforated iron plate
that was placed over the bars above
the door in order to make the hole
as dark and oppressive as possible
A stout Iron ring Is fasten about
knee high In the shelving ba of the
cell, and through this ring the right
wriat of the prisoneéer was passed and
then handouffed to the left hand, tha
consequence being that he was thus
prevented from standing upright or
lying down, but was obliged to stoop

agaeinst
it rollad

lean
the vesassl aa
its moorings.
One hour's exercise a

tha shelving side of

to and fro at

day was all

that the jprisoner of the ‘‘black hole”
was granted, and the offendars under-

went thelr sentences |

that wos of itsalf a refinement

ture. Starved. beaten &
they wers, the
of even thoss

able to endure
Death Had No

hardened

attitude
of tor-
nd abused rs

n An

wonder Ils that so many

villaina were

punishment as they did.
Terrors.

That the majority of them wears cal-
lous and irreclaimable—more Iike wild

bests than

men—Is possibie;

but the

treatment they were shown to have re-
ceived on board, by the evidence given

at
a8
and
tha

a gFovernment
to drive any
despalr.
“oat.” Imprisonment

man

tnquliry,
to
Constant application

was such
desperation
of
“black

in the

hole” and other punishments were ths

instruments relled upon for producing
n raform ) der that the scaf-
fold on sh h no jerror for these
men Death was a welcome releass
from ths crueltics practiced on board
tha Success

As mn additional punishment on the
prisoners a haartl Y was In-
| itiated during the
Price. Fations ha
steakk was pE L
| of the cor = on tie o that Its
appet! its way
throt re of tha
convicts' dark « vl thelr
maol & water for the cculent meat.
to which their ston ha had been
strange for so long Ltimao Another
fiendish | entfon was the oayonns
pepper m vhich was worked as A
special ) r
whose
from
| p rutterly des hance of
| reformation. and reveangeful
treatment eradic d an lingering
germ of botier nature thut is generally
Ito he found {n even the most hard-
enrd rufflans

In the larger calls on cither sids of

corrideor tha floor 1s worn into
ws and grooves close mgainst the

CONS jangling and
n o prigonars’ leg-irons, An
st impatiently, walting for
stroke of the bell that marked the

|the
tima for meais or &Xer 1se—a sad and
silent testimony to countless houra ot

miserable endurance,
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EXPEDITION TO ISLAND
BALS RECALLED

Topographer in Forestry Office at Portland One of Few Men Living Who
Visited Strange and Savage Land in Gulf of California.

pher in the Fort

lce, who has seen
tiflc servica for

1

the G

ILLARD D. JOHNBSON.

the United States Fore
FEeATS

topogra-
office of

Serv-

iand

of

scien-

is

overnment

one of the few men llving who
visited the island of Tiburon, in th®
@Gnif of Californla, the strangest

is}and in the world on acccount of be-

ing inhabited by the Serl Indians, the
only cannibais in North America,
Although It was in 1806 .that Mr,

Johnson, as geographer
tion, was sént out by th
Institution, his account of

{sland. only 32 miles In length, I3 &s
interesting and unusual as If It were
yoesterday. Eighteen years have not
affected ® race of people unchanged
by the thousands of years Lhat pre- |
ceded. |

“A few years hefore the United
Btates Government decided to Investi-
gate the Serl tribe on Tiburon Island

a German expedition,
fesling of sympathy
ward the poor, neglecte
Bert Indians, landed on
procesded forward
sald Mr. Johnson.

customed

“Th

imbued
gnd kKindneas to-

without

to such gallantry

in an expedi-
& Smithsonian
that isolated

with a
d and abused
Tiburon and
guns.”
& Seris, unac-
dropped

thelr bows and arrows and thus gave

ths Germans confidence
ment. After the

vanced sufticlently from

Germans

ip thelr judg-
had ad-
the shore 1o

make thelr retreat somewhat difficult

unless assisted by
;.:r_'

sclentists to daath,

“The Meaxloan government
that It was time to Inv

colony in the deep, blue

gult and sent a Mexican na
officers

tion. The naval

wingse,
ked up cobblé stones and stoned the

the Eeris

thought
estigate thHeir
waters of the
val expedi-
had heard

of the fate of the Germans and couldn’t

find Tiburon Island, so

the Aexican

goverament sent = land expedition.
“The land expedition, nobody
doubta, was sincers In ila efforts to

accomplislhi

its purpose, but

thera were

sc many deserts to be grossod before

reaching the shore
which wins a few
pedition gotl lost and
without having
thy of mentlon.

“The United States was

d W. W.

by this time an
bureau

rector of the

oposite Tiburon.
miles off, that the &x-
finally came back
vigited anything wor-

interested
J. MeGee, di-
of ethnology.

gmithsonian [nsttiution was ordered to

make up an expadition.

~Wa started from Tueson, Arix., and
visited various ruins and other places
antll we arrived at Hermosilio: there
we fOttted out for our goal, Tiburon.

=] puilt a boat, tha only one we had |
coast

we s+t sall up the

and
island on

opposite the
i NATTOW channel,
strait. dividing the
mainland.

wOur advances Were

izgland from

landing
the malinlanag,

known as Infernal | distance
the | thres weeks' exploration on the island,

looked upon

susplelion by the Seris, for we
everything to defend ourseives
| short of artillery, and this fmpressed
| our new acquaintances. Plles of lit-

! tla mirrors and baby dolls left in con-

with
I carried

spleuous aces by us were greedlly
l;-.-.l(.-.-‘. p by the Seris when Wwe T7e-
tired from the island, but the BSeris
simply would: make friends of us
“In their villages we gathered rude
pottery, cruda ba ; and some MAg-
nifle spacimens of coats made of
beautiful feathers from fine-plumaged
birds. But the em of the S8mithsonian
coliection was s native boat such as
they used, It Is called a Balsn boat,
and |8 made of-reads worked together
into two parallel cigar-shaped rafis.
Tha reod ara heldd together by
of thess boats wag not
sAEY t would haul them over-

d. Finally wa
g from one,

land when we a3

cEme 0xs
and off from shore.
After firing in thelr 4i-
rection, z dived Into the syrf

y ducks., swam to

ed th!s boat, which

fiscat

Is now at the Ithisonian Institution.
was . klo to make the

[ X ta SsuUcCCesa Tha
Serls ldn't | get near them
8o that we had little opportunity to
study their marriage and other cus-
toms:. We had to gather our informa-
tion from conjecture or do without it
“One night a man named Mitchell
and I decided to visit Tiburon and
started to accompllsh our purposs, but

the wind blew us south to Alcatraz, or
Fellcan Island, 20 miles down the gulf.
A heavy breeze carried us along and
all we hoped for was to escape allve
i “Approaching Alcatrax Island, we
| observed through the darkness phan-
tom forms, tall, white, ghost-like ob-
Jects  which disappeared and reap-
peared. We didn't know what to ex-
pect but couldn't do anything but go
right with the wind, which bore down
toward the ‘ghosts’

"It dldn't actually take long, but It
sesmed an gge, before we made out the
Ehosts to be sers of water and
spray. which up the grooves of
the perpendicular strata as the waves
dashed agalnst the rocky collff at its
base. Batween thesa two sentinels we
shot and landod safe on & small
bench, completely Inclosed by perpen-
di¢ular rock walls 100 feat high, The
boat was turnad over and over in the

surf and the mast snapped with the
first revolution. but weé were not in-
jured.

“On the fallowing morning we made
our way palnfully back 20 miles, baing
lobliged to paddls and trek all of the
agiinst & <urrent After

the 'exnesluan returned to Washlng-
ton."



