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OCR COURSE TOWARD OERMAXT.

President Wilson's last note to Ger
mur seems to leave no course open
to him except to act If Germany fails
to comply with his demands. He has
called upon Germany to disavow the
action of her submarine commander
In sinking the Lusltania, to make what
ranaration la nosslble for tnat act.
pledge herself not to repeat the offense
and to conform her suomarme war
fare hereafter to the precepts of hu
manitv and to the principles of Inter
na.tinna.1 law. He has warned Ger--
manv that. If she falls to comply.
win nrd her conduct as "deliberate- -
iv unfriendiv." The whole contro
versy has been threshed out and Ger-

many knows-precisel- where this Na-
tion stands. If she still refuses to ac--
rm tha American view of the case
nothing- - remains for the United States
to An hut to treat her as we wouia
any other "deliberately unfriendly"
natinn.

Tha ftrat Imrvrassion Is that this
means a declaration of war, but that
Is simply the last stage In the develop-
ment of unfriendly relations between
nations. Th first stage Is a policy
of The President
would not be likely to act without the
approval of Congress, at least not oe-rn- nit

tha severance of diplomatic re
lations. He might then by authority
of Congress either seise the oerman
him fnti-nv- i in American harbors

"and hold them as security for payment
of out claims, or even connscaw mem,
nr ha mirht order their removal from
American waters. In that case they
would surely fall a prey to British
cruisers. He might refuse to admit
German ships of war or peace to our
ports or to clear German snips rrom
Anr iwrrta. As tha ocean has been
Cleared of German ships, the Kaiser
could at present laugh at such an act
of resentment as harmless.

The President might forbid com-

mercial Intercourse with Germany, but
that too would be of little effect unless
H extended to commerce through neu-

tral countries, for our direct com-mar- ra

with Germany Is fast shrinking
to the vanishing point. He might for
bid financial dealings between the two
countries. That would prevent sale
of. American securities held In Ger-man- v.

cavment f Interest and divi
dends on such securities., payment of

ritta to German subjects and
. lending of money to Germany or to

Germans. He mlgnt proniDii natural-
ization of Germans, though that would
mi mattr offend Germany, which
has always resisted change of alle
giance. As a measure or aetense no
mirht cancel the naturalization certifi
cates of German-America- ns who prove
disloyal to this country oy upnoioioi
the cause of Germany.

All of these acts would be
tlon falling short of war. They would
not even be breaches of our neutral-
ity as between Germany and her ene-
mies. The President might even go
further by countenancing loans to the
allies. He would not need to encour-
age the sate of war material to Ger-
many's foes, for that would be stimu-
lated by the general feeling of enmity
which would exist In this country. He
could not go farther by permitting
warships to be built and soldiers to
be recruited for the allies without
Ing this country open to the charge
of espousing their cause.

While this would not be war. It
would create such animosity between
the two nations that it might lead to
war. Germany Is so fully occupied
by the enemies with whom she Is now
contending that she might defer bring-
ing her quarrel with this country to
the Issue of war until her hands were
free. If the policy of
were continued until peace was re-

stored In Europe. Germany might eas-
ily take the first opportunity of
avenging herself by making war on
the United States. If she were victor-
ious in the present war, this step
might quickly follow Its close; if she
were defeated. It might be deferred
until she had recovered her strength
and until this country became In-

volved In other troubles.
All these possibilities of the dispute

with Germany should serve as a warn-
ing to this country to prepare for the
worst eventualities. The stand we
have taken la unquestionably right,
and we cannot recede from it without
humiliation, which Is unthinkable for
a nation. It behooves
us to put ourselves Into a position to
maintain that stand. We should or-

ganise and equip an Army and Navy
sufficient to overcome any which Ger-
many could send against us. We
should place men In executive ofllce
of whose loyalty there can be no ques-
tion and we should exclude from our
armed forces, our arsenals and Navy-yar-ds

any mm whose loyalty Is open
to doubt. If we thus make ready. Ger-
many or any other militarist nation
may decide, after comparing our mili-
tary power and resource with its own,
that It would be well to avoid a con-

flict. The best security for peace will
prove to be full preparedness for war.

TRADE BALANCE STILL. CROWS.

If the foreign trade of the United
States continues to show such favor-
able balances as are Indicated by the
reports for June and July, the fiscal
year lust opened will show a total bal-
ance beside which the nearly $1,100.-090.0- 00

of the year Just past will look
small.

In June. 114. exports were IMOO..
090 less than imports, and In only
one June In ten years had they ex-

ceeded Imports by as much as I JO.000.-0- 0.

But In June. 11S. the excess of
exports was 1110.800.000. Reports from
fO per cent of the country's foreign
commerce for the week ending July
H show a favorable balance of II!.-0- 0.

000 and a balance for the month
to that date of Ii7.000.000. June and
Juijr are the month ot smallest, ex.

ports, and often reveal an adverse
balance.

With such a balance In these two
months, what may we expect the total
to be when grain and cotton are mov
ing actively In September and oc
tober? By that time the shipment of
war munitions will be at full tide. In
the four years. 110 to HI J. December
exports exceeded those for June by s
per cent. That ratio would raise the
total for next December to 1440,000.- -
000. The difficulty of securing ships
may.keep the aggregate far below that
figure for any one month, but the trade
balance in favor of the Unitfd Strtes
In the present fiscal year may easily
exceed $2,000,000,000 and may double
that of the last fiscal year.

THE AUTOCRATIC LN ST ECTOR.

Moving picture censorship In Port
land Is an example of inspection gone
to seed. The motion picture theaters
represent an Investment of many thou
sands of dollars. They In turn are
the vendors of the product of a bust
ness enterprise that reaches every
quarter of the globe and gives liveli-
hood to countless emDloyes in this
country. What portion of the product
of this great Industry snail De ais--
nosed of in Portland Is left to tne win
turia-man- t oanrirH of a sinsrle Indi
vidual, of whose ruling tnere is no
right of review.

No theater manager In Portland
knnvi mhplhur it Is safe to advertise
a moving picture production. It may
be faithfully founded on a literary
work that Is admitted to the malls by
a sedulous government; that Is openly
sold In the bookstores; inac is avtui
able for perusal at every public II

brary. Tet It may not pass the mov
Inp ntrfura rensorshiD.

Certainlv there should be a censor
ship of moving pictures. Film produc
tion offers an Inviting neia to inooe
who have no scruDles about commer- -
rlailzlno- - srross aooetltes. Nobody rec- -
oniiH this fact better than the the
ater managers. They are quite willing
that there be a reasonable censorsnip.
Tet no single person has the capacity
to be a Just arbiter of public morals.
No single person is competent always
to Judge of the effect upon the public
mind of a given picture.

Moral Impression Is but a mental ef-

fect. It is as variable among Individ-.ai-

as aensatlons of humor, pleasure
sadness, excitement, or revolt. The
world has not given us a theatrical
nrninr who can always correctly
estimate tha nopularity of a new .play.
Fortunes have been lost because to
one man It seemed that a production
would excite favorable emotions when
It would not. No Individual is better
capable of estimating the moral effect

There ought to be some right of ap-na- ai

or review in moving picture cen
sorship. The business is too vast to
be under the thumb or one person.
And of all nlaces. Oregon is he last
that should countenance or support
autocratic government. At least two
members or tne city commission nave
been outspoken In support o popu-

lar rule. Tet they have helped place
the fortunes of a great business en-

terprise, which lacks only the element
of necessity to be a public utility. Into
the hands of a domineering autocracy.

FOR PERSONAL CSE.
recalls attempted

In Oregon since the adoption of that
principle those that have been found-
ed on aught but politics or personal
spite or both have been the ones that
marirad tha exrentlon to a general
rule. Two or three attempted recalls
are now In progress in Oregon, out
niinaMnar another central rule, they

are directed against local officers. The
state as a whole has never voted on
a recalL

Rut while It Is true that In most
cases the recall has been Invoked over
some personal or political issue or no
grave consequence to the community
served by the official attacked, in only

wn Instance has the abuse of
ha TiiHnclnla been really flagrant..

The errort to insuium in tn.u
against Judge Coke in Southern Ore-
gon was one, but it did not reach the
voting point. The recall election to
which Portland was recently suojeciea
was another. The one about to be
held In Wheeler County has the as--
naa nf one in which the Specific
charges against the official are but a
thin veneer for personal ana taciionai
vengeance.

It does not altogether remove the
stigma of abuse when an unwarranted
recall movement Is soundly wnippea
k nntra it does not encourage
spread of or faith In the recall to have
It made a spite weapon. ro one ougm
to know this better than the friends
and advocates of the principle, yet
strange as it may seem, the trifling,
pernicious, unreasonable recall move-...- i.

ara almost Invaris-hl- v Instigated
by the loudest shouters for purity in
politics and tne most xorwara aavo-cat-es

of the people's rule.
T Kacrlna tO loolt H-- If thOSB WhO

violently oppose safeguards against
abuse of tne recall, initiative ana in

have in mind the DOSSibillty

that they may some time wish to do
little abusing on their own account- -

CERMANT DOES NOT BVDGE.

Germany stubbornly refuses to
yield an Inch In the stand she has
taken In the Frye case. Her latest dis
patch regarding, the Frye case Is an
example of this unwillingness to ad-

mit that ahe has wronged the United
States In any particular. Whatever
concessions of consequence have been
made by either nation have been made
by the United States the wronged
nation and they have not been the
means of obtaining corresponding
concessions from Germany. This at
titude of Germany holds out no hope
that the nations will be able to com-
pose their differences.

The Frye was captured by the
Prina Eltel Friedrich with a cargo of
wheat bound for Plymouth for orders,
that la, to be ordered to any port des
ignated by the charterers. Because
Plymouth Is a fortified place, the El
tel Friedrich assumed that to be the
Frye's final destination and hence as
sumed the cargo to be destined for
the British armed forces and therefore
to be contraband. He in fact assumed
every fact necessary to Justify con-

demnation. He began to Jettison the
cargo, but. tearing to oe overtaken
by a British cruiser before this work
was completed, he took the crew on
board bis own ship and sank the Frye.

The United Statea claims compensa
tion from Germany for both vessel
and cargo under the Prussian-America- n

treaty of 1$18. That treaty con-

tains these stipulations:
If ana of tha contracting- parties ahoold

bo onsaeod la war with any olhar powar.
tha frva intarcouraa or cotnraorco of tha aub
lacta or clllsons of tha party remaining neu-

tral with tha balllsarant powers ahsll not b
interrupted. On tha contrary, la that caaa.
aa In full poaca. tha iraeaala of tha nautral
party nay aavtaata froaly to and from tha
porta and on tho eoaata of tha bolUscrvnt
UHia free vaaaaSs making fr soorta. In

aoraach that things shall be adjudged frta

which shall ba on board any vaaaal Dalonflnc
to tba nautral party, although such thins
blot.g to an enemy of tha othar.

In tba caaa supposed of a veaael stopped
for artic'ea of contraband (which tba ballls-ere- nt

Is siven tha rlht to aalaa and de-

stroy) If tba maater of tha veaael atopped
will deliver out tha gooda supposed to be
of contraband nature ba shall bo admitted
to do It and tha veaael ahsll not in that
eaae bo carried Into any port nor further
detained, but shall ba allowed to proceed
on her voyage.

On the face of the facts, Germany
violated this treaty by sinking the
Frye, yet now asserts the right to sink
the vessel under International law.
She made a treaty with the United
States which took the relations be-

tween the two countries outside of, as
an exception to, international law, but
she now claims that when the treaty
denies to her rights which she could
have exercised under the law of na-

tions, that law supersedes the treaty.
The Eltel Friedrich being unable to
comply with the treaty by Jettisoning
the cargo and releasing the Frye with-
out danger to her own safety, Ger-
many says her warship was Justified
in nreferrina- - its own safety to the
sanctity of Germany's treaty. - Ger
many then says that under sucn cir-
cumstances, where military necessity
conflicts with a treaty", the treaty does
not apply, she is not called upon to
indemnify the United Statea for her
breach of alighted word and need only
pay such compensation as a German
prize' court awards under interna-
tional law.

Aa tha TTnfred States would have
been entitled to such indemnity had
there been no treaty. It is ainicuir. io
see of what benefit this treaty or any
treaty with Germany Is to the United
States. Germany Is now willing to
pay an amount to be fixed by two ex-nr- ra

ronrpspntinar the two countries,
but still denies that the treaty was vio
lated and offers to arbitrate tne

Inr of the treaty. Hence she
will not consent that the award shall
not include any sum to be added as
penalty for breach of the treaty.

STANDI! AT THERMOPYLAE.
A member of the New Tork consti-

tutional convention the other day pic-

turesquely likened that body to a band
of Spartans standing at Thermopylae
against the hordes of radicalism. It
was not an exactly happy Illustration
from his standpoint. The Spartans
were overcome at Thermopylae by a
rear attack. It is too bad that the
stand at Armageddon had already been
appropriated

But perhaps this later Spartan nana
Is also to be overcome In fact. We
would not for the world Intimate .that
Chairman Roothas wittingly assumed
the role of Ephialtes, but he has given
utterance to the following remarks
which have served to revive the pros
pects of the short ballot before the
convention:

The neoole are tired of Quibbling and
technicalities. The have abundant cauee
for complaint. I have been In public life
for forty years, and In all tbat time our
stats government has seen as representa-
tive aa the government of Venesuela. If
w don't tho ieoDle a real cure they
will keep on demanding tba Initiative, refer-
endum and recall. Those are not curea. but
nostrums. The lima baa coma when Invisi-
ble government must give way to govern- -

ment that la accountable ana reaponaioie.
Wa muat out through tbia plan for a com
plete reorganisation of the government. Let
It be our answer to tne aemana oi tne peo-
ple for reform. . .

There Is another argument offered
by opponents against adoption of the
initiative, referendum and- recall. It
is asserted that the more power the
people acquire the more they demand.
We think this Is true to the extent tnat
the people will keep on trying to se-

cure a government that Is both eff-
icient and responsive to public opinion.
But as a producer of that elyslum the
effectiveness of the short ballot alone
may well be doubted. We even know
of a city not a thousand miles away
where the short ballot, combined with
the Initiative, referendum, recall and
direct primary, has not yet produced it.

The short ballot calls for more re
forms. In New York it may be the
oath that will lead the Persian radi
cals to the rear of the Spartan stand-
patters.

A GREAT LEXICOGRAPHER,
nv tha death of Sir James A. H.j

Murray the learned world has suf-

fered the loss of an accomplished
scholar and a laborious investigator.
fnr tha lr thlrtv-flv- a vears of his life
he was engaged upon the compilation
of the Oxford Dictionary, a monu-
mental work for which he was singu-
larly fitted by natural gifts and Inde-
fatigable Industry. This dictionary Is
designed ' to contain all there is to
know about the derivation, meaning,
history and use of "all the words In
the English language."

The task which such 'an ambition
presents to the lexicographer Is like
pouring water Into a sieve, since new
wnrHi ortnatantlv come into use and
dead ones drop out. The best the dic
tionary makers can do is to --cut a
section" out of the vital and fluent
language at some particular moment
and supplement their work when the
need becomes urgent. J.ne concept oi
English or any other language as nxea
,nd static Is not tolerated by scholars

like Dr. Murray. It is welcomed only
by pedants and professors 6t Greek.

The Oxford Dictionary, upon wnicn
llnrrav anant so manV Of his

working years, originated in a sugges-
tion the scholarly Archbishop
Trench made to the British Philolog-
ical Society In 1857. His plan was to
lay the foundation for an

ictionary by ransacking tingnsn lit
erature for "authoritative usages."
tr-.- word was to be caught at Its
first appearance in the language and
steadfastly pursued through all its
:hanges of form and meaning aown
o the present. This constitutes the

ramoti "historical method" of dic
tionary making by which Dr. Murray
won his fame, for, after passing
through one or two other hands, the
Philological Society's plana ana accu-
mulated treasures were finally turned
ovrer to him and ne provea to De tne
onie man in the world best capable or
usir th.m

Tha oollectlon of nassaaes from lit
erature to exemplify the history of
every separate word required

by a host of readers. This was
secured by a general invitation to
book lovers to send in the fruits of
their reading. The response was

liberal. When Dr. Mur
ray took over the work. S. 000.000 quo
tations had. already accumulated ana
more came in constantly, so that every
statement he makes about any word is
fortified by an impregnable phalanx of
authors. The wealth of material he
had at his disposal contrasts pathetic-
ally with the meager resources of Dr.
Samuel Johnson, our first great lexi
cographer, who had to do an nis readi-
ng- himself. Fortunately, he was pas-
sionately fond of books, and his mem-
ory of literature was encyclopedic, but
one brain cannot do everything. He
achieved wonders both in recording
the history of words and in defining
them, so that his famous dictionary is
a treasure for the ages, but It should
not surprise u to find xaanjr of, bis

historical notes, as well aa his deri
vatlons, fantastic. Dr. Johnson had a
genius for definitions. He could set
out the meaning of a word so clearly
and tersely that in many Instances our
best current dictionaries merely repeat
his language. But sometimes he let
his personal feeling creep into his defi-

nitions, and then the consequences
were more satisfactory to the friv-
olous than to scholars.

Johnson's Dictionary was not the
first In the language, but it was, for
many years, so much the best that he
was hailed as a sort of linguistic dic-
tator by his contemporaries. Al-

though not one of them helped him
an atom, they were ready enough to
acknowledge his hard-wo- n success and
pilfer as much as they could of his
glory. In these respects human nature
has not. much altered, though it must
be owned that Dr. Murray had an im-

mense amount of disinterested help.
How much he would have had if he
had been a lonely scholar working In
a garret without the prestige of Ox-

ford University to sustain him we may'
Infer from Dr. Johnson s example.

For many years Webster's Diction
ary, which superseded Johnson's, held
Its ground against all competitors In
the United States. It was adopted in
the public schools, pupils learned its
"key to pronunciation" by heart, and
Its definitions acquired a quasi-offici- al

authority. Scholarly people never liked
Webster quite so well as Worcester,
but to the masses it became a sacred
oracle. Nowadays Webster's glory is
hardly so bright as it was years ago
New lexicographical prophets have
risen in Israel almost by the score and
the older ones are hard put to it to
hold their own. Dr. Murray's Oxford
Dictionary is now the supreme stand
ard both in England and the United
States, and will probably remain so
permanently. Its consummate plan,
perfect scholarship and Inclusive con
tents hardly admit of any substantial
improvement. He labored five years
on the first volume. No less pains
have been taken with the others.
When he died at the age of?78 it was
done to the end of "U." It Is a monu
ment worthy of a great cdnstructfVe
genius.

THE MODERN CARTOON.

The Oregonlan acknowledges its ob-

ligation again to that "Constant Read
er" who wrote to say that there is no
modern literature and no modern
newspaper art worth while, for she
has given us an excuse to reopen a
threadbare topic .with the laudable
purpose of taking the part of a much- -
abused class the modern newspaper
artist. For the present we shall leaye
the present-da- y writer and modern
literature to the tender mercies of un
favorable criticism, and shall amplify
some brief remarks about newspaper
art made by us a day or two since. Or
rather, we shall discuss a single de
partment of Journalistic pictorial ef
fort caricature as expressed through
the cartoon. We shall not stop to ex
plain why there is a wide distinction
between the cartoon of art and the
cartoon of caricature, for the common
meaning of the word nowadays Is
taken to be a pictorial composition
usually humorous, symbolizing a polit
ical or other idea, and printed in the
daily and weekly press.

When It Is declared that there are
nowadays no' great cartoonists or il
lustrators. it ought to be recalled that
the conditions controlling the art of
newspaper caricature and pictorial
lampooning are not what they were
fifty, or twenty, or even ten years ago.
Let us go back no farther than Thomas
Nast, who was the most famous, and
usually regarded as the greatest, of
all American cartoonists. Mr. Nast's
first and only notable work was with
Harper's Weekly. During the Civil
War. a tremendous episode In our his
tory, he began his work. No one who
has examined the usual political and
personal .caricatures of that day can
fall to note their wretched and brutal
character miserable as art produc
tions and savage in spirit and expres-
sion. Mr. Nast did much to make the
profession of the caricaturist respect
able. His talents as an artist were
considerable, but his insight into af-

fairs, his understanding of the motives
of men. and his ability to give them
pictorial form are the real secrets of
his power.

There was no rival for Nast. He
was alone in a field practically un
tilled. He rarely drew more than a
single cartoon a week, and it is easy
to see that he had ample time for tne
study of events and for the full play
of his genius. To a great extent the
weekly drawing of Nast was inspira
tional, for undoubtedly he was a man
of temperament as well as a student
of current history. He was not called
upon for a dally offering, and he was
therefore not oppressed by the exact
ing and remorseless ' grind of dally
Journalism.

When Nast left Harper's weekly.
after years of remarkable service to
his employment and to the cause or
truth and decency In public affairs, he
made no impression through his con
tributions' to the newspapers. His
vogue was gone. He died a heart
broken man. It is an open question
whether he might not have sustained
his great reputation if he had re
mained with Harper's. In his, latter
days other caricaturists had come to
the fore and Nast and Harper's no
lonarer enioved a monopoly in that
line.

Who looks nowadays to an Ameri
can weekly for a cartoon? Originally
the newspaper had no pictures or II

lustrations and did .not have them for
many Tears after they were a feature
of the weeklies and monthlies. But
with the discovery' of a practicable
process of newspaper illustration, and
with Its development through the
adaotation of engraving and other
methods to newspaper needs, the place
of the weekly and the magazine was
almost wholly taken by the newspa
pers, so far as Illustration of current
events Is concerned. Tet It is true
that In Great Britain the cartoon re
mains the peculiar possession of the
weekly, and it Is the same in Ger-

many. There is a wide difference,
however. In the German and British
methods, for the Briton seeks to make
of his cartoon an elaborate work of
art, and the German confines himself
to simple lines and memory impres
sions. The Englishman often uses
models and excels as a draughtsman
The German burlesques his subject,
and strives for humorous and gro-

tesque effects. So does the American,
though there Is In this country a wide
variety of style and treatment. There
la no real American school, as there
Is a British and a German school. But
there are thousands of American car-
toonists giving the public their daily
output, and making their appeal on
every possible subject of human in-

terest.
There is now no Thomas Nast of

American Journalism. Under our con-

ditions It Is doubtful If there could
be. But there are a great many fine
artists drawing good cartoons and ex

r
cellent cartoonists making pictures
that could by no stretch of the imagi-
nation be called sound art. No one.
for example, would describe John T
McCutcheon as a true artist, but who
has not, enjoyed his remarkable con-

tributions to the pictorial literature
of American life in all its prominent
phases? It may be said of McCutcheon
that he sees with open eyes and draws
with brains rather than his hand. He
has a rate attribute In a cartoonist
the quality .of good feeling and opti
mistic spirit He rarely hurts and he
always amuses and instructs. It can-
not be said of Nast's work that it was
not designed to tear down. He ex
celled in attack, and that method is
common to most others.

It is doubtless invidious to name
names, but it seems to us that Robert
Carter, of the New Tork Evening bun,
is an artist, and no one will deny that
A. B. Frost, of the New Tork Herald,
Is among the first of American-- illus
trators. We do not know of any
draughtsmen, past or present, who
have finer style or technic, and none
know better how 'to draw a picture.
Few Americans have forgotten the
brilliant pictorial studies of Charles
Dana Gibson, In his representations of
American life and people. His early
work was the better, and we might
wish he had adhered to his original
style. But there Is James Montgom
ery Flagg to take his place, for he
has ed Gibson In the same
field; soif we have lost the real Gib
son, we have Flagg.

It would be easy to name others
who are dolne' good work. On the
whole, the average is very high, and
certainly an irreparable loss would
be suffered by Journalism if the serv
ices of thecartoonist were to be
dropped. The cartoon has come to be
an effort to editorialize in a picture
the current daily feature of the news
or of public thought. The old car--

toon--th- e Nast picture was a com-
plex affair, always with a central
theme, but with many figures and
contributing or incidental suggestions.
Now it is different. The modern car
toon is a simple thing, with one idea,
It reauires no study to understand its
meaning or to comprehend its scope.
It can be absorbed at a glance; It
may not be art, but it is something
even better. It is the symbol of
truth. .

-
WHEAT MARKET CALMS. DOWN.

While harvesting the wheat crop,
the United States enters Ihe second
year of the war free from any such
excitement as ruled the market a year
ago. Though harvest is backward,
we still have assurance of another rec-

ord crop and fairly accurate knowl-
edge of the world's supply and re-
quirements has enabled dealers to ar
rive at the value of wheat.

' Last August and for several suc
ceeding months the fortunes of war
were so uncertain that there was no
knowing whether the crop of one or
more belligerent countries would be
destroyed by a retreating army or by
invaders or whether naval disaster
would cut off Britain from the trans-
Atlantic food supply. This caused
Europe to buy feverishly In order to
stock up against the possible evil day

It is now assured that no crop will
be destroyed by war except part of
Russian Poland's and Courland's.
Hungary's granary is untouched, so
are Germany's, most of France's,
Italy's, that of Russia proper and of
Roumania. Britain began the new- -
crop year with four to eight weeks'
needs on hand, is harvesting a new
crop and has no feat that Imports will
be stopped. The surplus of the United
States is estimated at 400,000,000
bushels, and Europe will require from
abroad about 480,000,000 bushels,
while Canada has greatly increased
production. India will ship 45.000,000
and Australia 40,000,000 bushels.

No shortage is In sight. The war as
a doubtful Influence on the market has
been so completely discounted and the
needs which it has created have been
so fully met that no room is left for
excitement

A citizen's advisory committee can
help the City Commission not only to
reduce expenses, but to arrive at a
tax levy sufficient to pay the expenses
which must be met. A year ago the
Commission, In its anxiety to please
the taxpayers, cut the levy to the bone
and did not make allowance for the
loss of revenue due to prohibition. It
seems then to have gone on spending
money as fast as before the cut was
made, trusting to luck that it would
come out all right somehow, com-
mon sense dictates that a man ascer
tain how much he ought to expend
and then provide that sum of money
If unable to raise so much, he must
reduce expenses to the amount he can
raise. This sounds so self-evide- nt that
the statement seems needless, but It
has been ignored by our Mayor and
City Commissioners, who are paid
high salaries In consideration of being
supposed to know better.

The osteopaths have done service to
the medical profession by revealing a
new side of truth, but they have fal
len Into the same error as the older
schools of medicine in forgetting that
truth has many sides and in imagin-
ing that the side which they have dis
covered is the whole truth. The great
est merit of freedom of thought, speech
and the press is that it gives oppor
tunity for discovery of new truths and
for correcting exaggerated opinions of
old truths.

A Dallas grower has Just sent a
shipment of goats to Mexico, receiv-
ing J 80 a head. As it costs about the
same to raise an $80 goat as 'It does
one that will bring $8, uhe advantage
in blood and breeding Is obvious.

Before the osteopaths can bring
about a material decrease in the num-
ber of operations for appendicitis, they
must make such operations unfash-
ionable. No person having an appen-
dix Is now "In it" in society.

The merit of sending out commercial
scouts as advance agents of foreign
commerce Is shown by the fact that
similar activity last year resulted In
exports of J125, 000,000.

In order to get ahead of Judge
Lynch, Oregon justice needed to be
swift with the Taquina Valley thugs,
and It speeded up to the required
notch.

Under the influence of Russian re
verses the allies have renewed the old
game of "Coldln's your friend, not
Short," with the Balkan statea

Governor Withycombe showed him
self to be something of a lady's man
by his reception of the Eastern beau-
ties.

Riga will make a good base for
German submarine activity. ...... . .

"

Oregon Poetry

SPARKLING RICKREALL.
Thou child of dark canyons,

Leaping wild and free,
Down the sylvan mountains,

In frolicsome glee;
Winding through the valley.

Thy swift waters flow.
Amongst evergreen groves

Where the tall firs grow; '
Wafting thy melody

On the soft sea-breez- e,

Mirroring the bright stars
Through quivering leaves;

Rippling o'er the pebbles.
Splashing thro' the lea,l

Flowing on forever
To the moon-ma- d sea.

O beautiful Queen of
Oregon's sweet streams.

Thou mystic enchantress
Of my boyhood's dreams!

t

Rushing down the ages.
Eons long ago.

Slushing thro Cambrian fens,
Melting the soft snow;

Carving thy deep, rugged path
Through sandstone and loam,

O'er the Pliocene plain
Where the giant herds roamed.

Ere human thought came to
Improve nature's plan.

And make earth a fitting
Habitat for man;

When a wild, brutal world,
"Red in tooth and claw,"

- Was under the blind reign
Of physical law;

Thy voices were singing
The triumphant lay.

That proud, conquering man
Was coming some day.

Sparkling in the twilight.
So playful and free,

Flashing like a fountain
Beside the tepee;

Kissing the silver moon
When painted softly bright

On thy limpid bosom
In the clear, calm night;

Sporting with the fishes.
Pouring o'er the high falls.

And luring the wild birds
With sylvan Joy calls.

On thy shady green sward
One bright Summer moon,

A coy, dusky maiden
Hummed a sweet love tune;

A gallant warrior bold
Came at her low call.

And they softly named thee,
"Sparkling Rickreall."

O lovely mountain stream,
Limpid as the air.

Playing the cosmic game
Impartial and fair;

Leaping down the gorges.
Resting in deep pools.

And swirling in eddies
Where the game trout schools;

Saluting the snow peaks
In the distant blue.

Singing thy wild music
All the long year through.

Rickreall, Rickreall,
"Swift flowing water,"

Thy proud synonym stamped
On nature's altar!' Flow on, beautiful stream.
Forever flow on;

Time's long ages are thine.
Oh, flow on, flow on!

J. T. FORD.
Dallas, Or., August S.

AUGUST.

I pass today ' in memory down a quiet
village street.

Where the sun is a benediction and
the air is clean and sweet.

The katydids are singing (we used to
think they were snakes)

And every bird and insect joins the
chorus August makes.

On the left is the corner groe'ry, on
the right the blacksmith shop;

And ahead is a rise in "Main street,"
with the village church at the top.

Ah, the clover in that churchyard, me-thin- ks

I can smell it yet!
(Now, don't conclude I am homesick

because my eyes are wet.)

There's a bridge and a stream and a
millrace. and a hall where peo-
ple meet.

And the houses are shuttered and
shady, and the lawns are trimmed
and neat.

The schoolhouse, too, is impressive, a
place where presidents grow,

And its trees, initialed and lonesome,
stand waiting all in a row.

The croquet grounds, deserted, are
shimmering in the sun,

And murmuring comes from the
porches, where the young folks
plan Iheir fun.

I can see them all in their glory, joy-
ous and hopeful and free.

And one college lad in especial, p-

- ping his hat to me.

The asters glow in the gardens and
the goldenrod nods by the road.

And the magic peace of er

broods o'er the humblest abode.
O village in August in youthtime, give

me today of thy bliss!
Grant me the blessing of dreamtime, to

know sweet contentment in this!
MART H. FORCE.

Hillsdale. Or.

"SNUGGER V BV THE SEA,"
O'erlooking wave-wash- ed rock and

reef
High 'mong the verdant hills, .

Where cry of gull and call of loon.
The heart with rapture thrills.

Where ocean's music lulls to rest.
And hearts grow light and free.

Stands a quaint, brown seaside cottage
Called the "Snuggery by the Sea."

There, at morn, sweet song of wild-bir- d

On the pure, salt-lade- n air.
And the smile of Mother Nature

Wakens hearts bereft of care;
Oh, the wondrous blue-gree- n beauty

Of the dancing waves so free
Brings to us the joy of living

In the "Snuggery by the Sea."

There sunset floods, with gorgeous
hues.

Great billows of the West,
And pounding surf, tipped red and

gold.
Swells from old ocean's breast.

There city care's forgotten,
And life runs merrily

In our cosy seaside haven.
Called the "Snuggery by the Sea."

STELLA M. LEGRAND.
Newport, Or.

"FREEDOM."
In restless mood I watched a dove

As It circled and soared 'neath a
Summer sky,

And in my heart was a mighty wish
That, like it, I, too, might be free

and fly.

Then I thought of the promise, "Thy
soul shall mount.

And like oil on waves did its mean-
ing pour;

It was only my body that was held
fast.

My soul had always been free to soar.

I had fretted and chafed in my sad
unrest.

While my soul was free, if I had
but known;

Twas as though I had dreamed of
prison bars.

And then awakened to claim my own.

Neither time nor space were bonds to
me then;

I had found the freedom we think
death brings.

So. while my body performed its tasks,
My soul circled far on Its new-roun- d

wings.
MAUD , SPAFFORD .BURLEY.

Gleams Through the Mist
By Dean Collins.

THE SHIN-BON- E FLUTE.
Time's on the winr. scooting- about;
I've got to sing; Muse, help me out.

Tune up my lyre, string after string;
For I aspire to cut loose and aing.

What ahall be sing who all the week hath
Met but one thing osteopath?

All the week long I followed those;
Toward them my song must predispose.

Hang up my lyre, my timbrel and lute;
My symptoms require that we fashion a

flute. a

Bring to me, Muse, good old Homer's left
shiabone.

A delicate, tapering, properly thin bone.
And sit by my side and be patient and mute
Until I have fashioned a suitable flute
On which we can properly tootle and

squeak
How the osteopaths were in Portland all

week.
'Tie finished, Muse, but there's one

thing; how, can I toot and also sing?
Take then the flute, the shinebone
flute, and through its bored-o- ut wind-hol- es

toot, while I shall take a femur
great and pound on an innominate and
chant the chant how Portland hath
a visit from the osteopath.
There was a body met a body comln'

through the ball;
He stopped him there and in his ear pouted

forth a doleful bawL
Oh, doc. please look upon my case and tell

me what you think;
I fear my liver and my lights are almost

on the blink."

The other looked upon this man and slowly
shook his head.

"Oh, leave me not," that stranger cried. Vr
I am worse than dead."

Again the other shook his head and looked
him through and through.

"You're wrong," my poor, misguided man. I
can do naught for you."

"At least you'll diagnose my case." the sick
guy made bla cry.

The chap he stopped there in the hall gave
forth a heavy sigh.

"I cannot help you out, my man, with heal-
ing's gentle powers.

Tou'd better ask for Gates or Moore,
Or someone else to look you o'er

Tm manager of this hotel and my name is
Mr. Bowers."

Oh, Muse, 'tis tough to be employed
in making rhymes for "adenoid," and
having rhythmic things to say about
the little vertebrae.

If we were experts from afar as Fry-ett- e.

Still and Hildreth are, we well
might frame an ode divine on every
process of the spine, and chant in full
and ringing tone, the glory of the
collar bone, but inexperience checks
us some. I fear that our technique
is bum.

Sing a song of lobbies, delegates in flocks;
Four and twenty pages, paging dtffrent

docs;
Four and twenty pages, brave and zealous

boys.
Paging each a dlff rent doc fancy what a

noise.
Sing a song of pages, paging through the

halls;
Four and twenty voices in four and twenty

bawls.
And when the doc was captured, each busy

little brother
Started down the hall again, paging for

another.

There was a man fn our twon and he
was wondrous sick, his tongue it tasted
dark brown, his head was feeling
thick. He was too very miserable to
feel and act the cynic, and so he started
out to eeek the osteopathic clinic.

Hey-diddl- e, diddle, the pain in his
middle was making him suffer and
groan, till a doc took a grip on his
spine and his hip, and started to wiggle
the bone.

Then up he got and . home did
trot, and said: "My doleful pickle has
met relief both prompt and brief
and it never cost a nickel."

There was a crooked man and he
went a crooked mile, to where the oste-

opaths had been convening quite a
while, and although he got there late,
they didn't make him wait, but put
him in the clinic and they promptly
made him straight.
Believe me. if all those attractive young

bones
That they showed as they lectured and

taught
Are true, then I clamor, in solemnest tones,

I'm bonier far than I thought.

And I looked at them there and I really
declare,

If those bones so artistically dried.
Are Just the same style as the bones that I

wear -

I'm glad that I wear mine inside.
Oh, how the voting contest roared

when they proposed Doc Wimer-For- d,

for Eastern delegates, as yet, were
very slightly suffragette. She did not
win the "lection race, although In three
votes of the place, and next- - year, if
she's running still, young Doc Van
Brakel says she will.

In ancient prehistoric days
Back in the early Spring.

They called the dinosaur, at play,
A cunning little thing.

But I asked Doctor Moore if he
Opined that he could tlx

It's spine by osteopathy.
And he responded: "Nix!"

"Sir." said the courteous office boy,
"I fear you will make jealous, etir
up, arouse and eke annoy Doc Wolf
or Doc Marcellus. Can shin-bon- e flutes
provide delight for Doctor Pierce or
Doctor White, or will Doc Marshall
smile on thee for singing osteopathy?
Gadzooks, I fear thy fluting tends
to get thee in bad with thy friends."

"How so?" I said.
"Thuswise," said he. "If loud you

sing the praise of schools of osteo- -

nathv. what if. in future days, wnen
colic strikes one neath the belt? Will
pity for his plight be felt if at Mar-

cellus' door he halts and clamors for
a dose of salts?"

"Mayhap there may be such a thing.
I said, "but tell me what to sing."

"Oh, think, sir," said the C. O. B.,

"if sickness got its hooks securely
fastened Into thee! Forthwith to Doc-
tor Brooks you'd rush and say with
trembling lip, 'I think I'm dying of the
pip!' What if he'd answer unto thee,
Why come and ask a pill from me? Go

get some guy to twist your hip."
"Mayhap there may be such a thing,"

I said, "and still, I ought to sing."
"Sing on then," said the C O. B.,

"but don't ask any help from me."
Oh mad and maundering Office Boy.

Vex not the poet's mind.
But let him blow his flute with Joy

As he may be inclined.
In framing up his lay he had
No thought of putting through an ad
For any school of anything
He's only singing Just to sing.

Time's on the wing, scooting his scoot;
Sung is my sing; hang up the flute.

Hang up the delicate, dainty and thin bona
That fashioned a flute out of old Homer's

shlu-bon- e.

On which we have played with a tootle and
squeak.

How the osteopaths were in Portland all
week.

And, Muse, fly away to your borne in the sky
And take a good rest when you've finished

your fly.
For rest Is conducive to health and to grace
By keeping the vertebrae, nicely. JUt.placa.


