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Twenty -- Lxth Article.
Or, Aug. 1. (Special.)

PENDLETON. the rapidity of the
growth, of Pendleton and Its sur-

rounding territory may be had from a
glimpse of a series of plr-tur- taken

ON OF BY
AVAR'S BENEFIT POINTED OCT

One Man Scrs Death Blow to Race
.Suicide and Other Good.

PORTLAND. July SI (To the Edl- -
Itor.) While I am no less profoundly
stirred by the history-makin- g events
la Europe than Will Irwtn nor am I a
degree leas apprehensive of the ulti-
mate effects of the present titanic
conflict. I am also, with all the world
of onlookers, on tiptoe of expectation
rezardlng the final outcome. More
than that. I am entirely suspended In
breathless anticipation as to "what
will be" on the morning after this day
of debauchery of nations.

Mr. Irwin's article la a masterly one.
but hardly to be credited with
prophetic vision. There are a few
sophistries and fallacies In It and If
you will give me space I wish to point
them out. hoping to expel some gath-
er! njr clouds of gloom In the minds of
the friends of progress after reading
the gloomy forecast of the author ot
"War is Backward Step, in Evolution."

To the contrary, a struggle of giants
such as this cannot but help bring us

step forward and such step will be
worth marking as an epoch In evolu-
tion worthy of its cause.

Grant that the human sacrifice Is
appalling; that the physical
sion of the race will retard Its aggres-
sive stride In brutal strength; granting
a standstill for the next score of years
In the numerical strength of the na-
tions. In rough computation let us
assume that this year and the latter
part of last year the loss In killed and
wounded and the maimed for life will
be (.000.000 ot the cream of manhood.
Allowing two reproductions of each
for the next SO years In the loss of
fathering possible offspring and the
total would be 11.000.000.

This Is a deplorable setback for the
race In Europe, but comparing tt with
the indux of immigrants coming to this
country and going to Australia and
other colonial spheres ot expansion, it
should cease to cause fear of depletion
of these nations or of the human race.
This will be more readily admitted- - If
we consider how this war seems to
have also killed Malthosianlsm.

Evidently. Judging from newspaper
and magazine articles, whilst Mars is
gathering his toll for death In one
way. death has for the time being at
least shelved one scythe. wMch. if used
Increasingly as it has for the las 20
years, would have worked more havoc
to the nations now at war than the
war Itself. Race suicide seems to
l W J - - 1 . J . W V. T Tuavv wen UUU VCAUA U1V. II ,WJ m

ports are true the crop of war bablesH
In England Is now being gathered, ami
It some wild reports are correct and
polygamy Is really contemplated In
England, the death rate In the British
armv would be more than tour-fol- d

Inade up by such a movement.
On the other hand. In France the cry

of widows bereft by the slaying of so
many army officers and men seems to
be to replace their dead husbands with
new ones to manage their estates and
revive their tottering families. Nature
does seem to compensate the one evil
with the other.

Continuing this train of thought of
physical backward movement, we have
been going back physically ever since
we adopted modern circumstances and
since present day luxuries have en-

tered Into our lives. But our intel-
lectual worth has Increased. We are
no more to be compared for strength
and endurance today with the gladia-
tors who fought In the arenas of Rome
and Athens and Corinth than we can
match the Musal and the, Wanandl of
the African Junnle In our own day.
Even Roosevelt, the mighty Nlmrod of
America, would not compare himself
In physical strength with any every
day Musal of his own caravan on the
plains ot Africa. Our best boxers and
wrestlers, surh as Jeffries. Johnson.
Wiilard and Gotch and other Idols of
the ring and the mat. are after all no
patterns of human perfection. The
era ot physical strength, much as It
la to be deplored, has admittedly
passed away long ere now.

The other feature of this war which
was emphasised by Mr. Irwin as the
last stapd of a chivalrous class of
manhood Is merely a hastened demise
which wss coming anyhow.

The passing of English peerdom Is
an Incident. But Is It a setback for
the human race, when they hare had
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during the various stages of that city 8
development.

A photograph taken In 1SS9. pre-
served since that time, ahowa the main
street to be little more than a amall
frontier settlement with a few wooden
shacks as "the city."

the stage so long to the detriment 'of
their own country? Would not the
British army have been more efficient
if the dudes had not swayed the rule
supreme? Kitchener haa often ex-

pressed it In the Boer war. Rudyard
Kipling, the best-advis- man on Brit-
ish array spirit, called them "muddling
oafs and flanneled fools." Hector Mc-
Donald, one of the best Generals In the
British army of modern times, had
risen from the ranks and when he
emerged from the barracks Into the
messroom his life became so much a
misery that he committed suicide. The
English nobility forced out the com
moner from the officers' list and now
that they have vanished themselves
and made room for the man from the
rank and file, the world will follow
the movement with great Interest.

And now we have disposed of the
two greatest points In Mr. Irwin's ar-
ticle, let us Investigate some other
great points which this war has
brought Into prominence.

But the main Idea which Mr. Irwin
seems to have overlooked is that "men
pass, but Ideas last." a free Interpre-
tation of the classto proverb "verba
volant scripts manent." More Ideas
have been brought Into realisation
during the conduct of this war (say
one year) than have been effected In
the last decade. The airship, which
was merely a toy of the wealthy, has
become a practical conveyance for men
and freight. Sightless cannon have
been "finding out genius." in Irwin's
own words, to such an extent that war
becomes even to the most sanguine
partisans on both sides so disgusting
an experience that the very idea is a
nightmare with them. The men and
officers whom Mr. Irwtn quotes seem
to be so saturated with It that once the
war is over that disgust, firmly planted
as a germ in their brain, will reassert
Itself In that of their offspring. Once
you have that Idea Impressed not only
In the minds of civilians, but also in
the brain ot warriors, we may hope,
that it will spell good-by- e to war for-
ever. Moreover, men of the commer-
cial world who have been at the front
and have seen the newest type of in-
ventions utilized in warfare will be
quick to use them also for commercial
progress.

Every nerve and every sense of alac-
rity Is on edge in this war of exter-
mination for new means to face an
early end. Every effort Is bent to-
ward a speedy termination. Even the
leaders at the front, according to Ir-
win's own wards, seem to be sick and
disgusted with tt. Now the war Is
on. let war kill. War as a sport of
Kings will be no longer tolerated, be-
cause the people will be king and are
satisfied unto disgust with It The
present coal strike in England speaks
with more force than all the cannon
belching forth death and destruction
at the front. It Is the voice of the
people awakening to the fact that they
are being utilized for a phantom of lost
prestige. Patriotism in their eyes
may be all rtght, but "humanity first"
Is a better motto, more universal and
more humane.

Judartng by Mr. Irwin'a own descrip-
tion of conditions, what will be the re-
sult, retrogression or progress? I hold
for the latter. L. J. BERGT.

WAR STOPS RARE WINE

German Picnic Xot to Have Old

Vintage From King's Cellars.

CHICAGO. July J7. "Himmel! Das
1st elne schone Geschlchte."

Some 1350 or more members of the
Chicago Schwaben Vereln are giving
vent to this expression, which in idio-
matic English, means: "This is an'nell
of a A x."

All the trouble Is caused by the war.
Each year the Schwaben Vereln holds
a three-da- y picnic at Brand's Park and
the feature of the affair is wine aged
wine from the famous cellars of the
King of Wurtemburg. It la a select
distillation from choice fruits out of
he King's vineyards. Each rear In

the last 25 casks have been shipped
and consumed long before the three-da- y

celebration was done. This year,
however. It la missing.

"The wine was crdered last Jan
uary, said Helnricn HieDer. secretary
of the society, "but there la some doubt
If It will ever reach here. It is Klesllng
wise and the finest 1b tt world.:
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VIEWS TOPICS INTEREST GIVEN LAYMEN

ST"--

In 181 a picture taken from the
bridge on Main street looking south
shows a big country village with ho-tel- s.

beer halls, town Idlers and farm
wagons.

And then comes a picture taken In
1915 showing Main street as the prtn--

OVERPOPULATION HELD NEAR

Writer Says Rev., O. E. Eld ridge

Errs in Figures He Gives.
PORTLAND. July 31. (To the Edi-

tor.) It would be 'interesting to learn
the authority Rev. O. E. Eldridge haa
for telling the members of the Even-
ing Star Grange, as reported in The
Oregonian. that the United States "can
easily support a population of ."

If the basis for that claim
Is the statement also made by Mr.
Eldridge that the United States has an
area of ll.oou.ouu square mues. me
mistake is so palpable as to appear
more like a slip of the tongue than an
error due to misinformation. The
L'nlted States nroner has an area of 3.'
026.789 square miles. Including Alaska
and Island possessions, the area is J,
743 3 souare miles..

Much loose talk is heard as to what
the capacity of the
United States proper really is. Not long
sgo a book appeared from the pen of
Herbert Quick entitled, "On Board the
Good Ship Earth." written from the
single tax point of view. Though con-
siderable of an optimist. Mr. Quick says
the United Ststes alone could support
only 1.000,000,000. which is 600,000,00
less than Mr. Eldridge allows.

Mr. Quick bases his estimate upon
the, rainfall covering the whole area of
the United States. He tacitly assumes
that all the moisture is conserved, and
entirely overlooks the fact that much
of the precipitation comes during the
Winter months, or out of the growing
season, that much of it runs off Into
rivers, that a large proportion iaus in
mountainous, barren, swampy or other

regions.
It Is doubttul if more than a fourth

of the rainfall would be available for
crops. The maximum population of the
United States then would be about 250,- -
000,000, assuming, of course, that all
the essential fertilizing materials were
obtainable to support such a vast num
ber a none too safe assumption. This
maximum figure could be reached In 5
or 40 years of unrestricted reproduc-
tion, plus immigration ,

Now it must be evident to every
thinking person that to populate a
country up to the limit of its

capacity Is an exceedingly dan
gerous proceeding. It Is Just a ques-
tion of time before the Malthusian law
of natural checks to population, such
as famine and other means of bringing
about a higher death rate, begins to
operate. The reason for this is quite
obvious.' If one generation has reached
the edge of food production, unrestrict-
ed procreation will surely mean a sur
plus population in the next genera
tion. Under such circumstances )t Is
simply inevitable that large masses of
people will have to perish in order to
have a balance restored between food
supply and human hunger.

Another fact must be remembered
when we speak of the limit of popu
lation which any country can support.
One of the limiting factors of soil
yields undoubtedly is moisture, depend-
ing upon precipitation in the form of
rain or snow. It is undeniable that
the amount of precipitation varies an-
nually. Professor H. L. Moore, In a
recent volume on "Economic Cycles"
(Macmlllan). says that the rainfall in
the great cereal-produci- states runs
In two cycles of 33 and eight years
each, and that In consequence, the crop
yield Is augmented or curtailed ac-
cording to the moisture available.

Whether these particular figures be
accurate or not makes no material dif-
ference. The point Is this: If in a given
area we have reached the limit where
the population can Just be fed in a
year of maximum rainfall, what will
happen the next year when rainfall may
be at the minimum? Nature answers
that question by ruthlessly eliminating
the surplus. Evidently the part of
wisdom would be always to allow a
considerable margin for bad years.

Congenital optimists who make ex-
travagant claims as to how many the
earth can really feed are virtually ad-
vising us to steer blindly into ultimate
disaster. H. C. UTHOFF.

E3XD OF CROWNS 19 PREDICTED

War Believed First stew Toward Re-bl- lc

for Germawx.
PENDLETON, Or July 30 (To the

Editor.) The writer has read with In-

terest the Interviews, appearing la Xbe

cipal artery of a big bustling city. The
old frame structures have been re-
placed with modern brick and concrete
buildings; the street Is paved; the
hotels are all strictly modern, and In
place 'of the farm wagons are auto-
mobiles and auto trucks.

Oregonian, with Portland statesmen
and divines, upon the Lusitania issue
as presented by the latest German
note, and the unanimity with which all
express confidence in the President's
ability to solve the problem indicates
either a most profound faith In Mr.
Wilson or a striking timidity to pro-

claim real opinions upon a subject at
onee momentous and delicate.

There is unquestionably a desire to
sustain the chief executive in his
diplomatic difficulties and properly so,

but the sentiment of the people lies
not in the belief that the Washington
Government wjll maintain peace at any
price, but rather that it will maintain
the dignity of the republic and the
safety of its citizens at any price.

Public opinion promptly crystallized
around a single paragraph of the nrsl
note to the German government, name
ly, this: "The Imperial German gov
ernment will not expect the .Govern-
ment of the United States to omit any
word or act necessary to the perform
ance of its sacred duty ot maintaining
he rights of the United States and its

citizens and of safeguarding their tree
exercise and enjoyment."

So long as the President occupies
that high plane of earnestnes and Jus-
tice he can count upon public patience
and public sentiment, but any yielding
therefrom would swiftly strip the Ad
ministration of support.

Peace is' desired, but It must be
peace with honor, not that peace which
Is secured either by timidity or subor-
dination of those principles of law and
usage which are the bases of interna-
tional Intercourse and. Indeed, of civil-
ization. When providence is ready to
transform the spear and sword - into
plow and pruning hook he will find a
way to do It, but today there are
things manifestly more important than
peace.

Among them are National honor,
righteousness, justice, humanity, the
dignity of nations and the rights and
safety of their citizens. All these the
Prussian military oligarchy, which
dominates Germany, has violated bra-
zenly and without excuse (except the
excuse of the prizefighter who strikes
below the belt in order to win), since
the solemn treaty obligations with
Belgium were repudiated as a scrap
of paper.

In the wanton destruction of the
hundreds of noncombatants upon the
trans-Atlant- ic liner, passengers upon
peaceful mission, many of them women
and children, the principles of interna-
tional law, upon which all civilized
people have a right to rely, were delib.
erately disregarded. American citi-
zens thereby lost their lives and there
can be no recession from the stand
taken in our original demands upon the
German government.

For any nation too weak, for any
government too flabby to protect its
own people the future contains little
of promise, indeed nothing except dis-
grace and ultimate oblivion. The least
which can be done in the event of Ger-
many's refusal of our demand will be
severance of diplomatic relations, a re-
fusal of further recognition to a gov-
ernment which has reverted to sav-
agery. -

It may be a part of the plan and
purpose of the God of nations that this
be a world war and that we are des-
tined to participate therein, whether
we desire to do so or otherwise. We
were placed In the Philippines as a re-
sult of the Spanish war, contrary to the
will of the great majority of our peo
ple, but we now recognize that we
have a mission there to civilization., to
carry the leaven of liberty to the dis-
couraged and oppressed among the
millions of the Orient.

The conflict now waging upon the
Continent of Europe is not what it
seems upon the surface and as a provt-dentiall- st

I venture the prediction that
history will record it not as a war of
nations, but of systems.

The interests of the German people
In the last analysis lie In the triumph
of the democrary of France and Eng-
land and in the destruction of Kaiser-is-

militarism and the mailed fist,
which are represented by Prussian m

and which are typified by the
Hohenzollern and the Hapsburg. .

In order that democracy, personal
liberty and free government may be
enthroned in Europe It is possible that
providence will require that the power
of the great republic shall be added to
the forces now arrayed against oli-
garchy and absolutism.

America entertains no hostility to-

ward the German people, pnly the most
friendly sentiment- - It "wants to see
them emerge from this struggle a re
public with the territory and In-

fluence of a power, of the first rank,

IThls is the call of advancing
which needs the sterling charac-- !

ter. the thrift, the thoroughness, the
Industry, the learning and righteous
ness of the German people. It is not
the masses of Germany who are re
sponsible for the violation of Belgium
and for the Lusitania assassination.
The demands which America makes are
upon the rulers of Germany, upon that
military class which. Is alike a blight
upon Germanic justice and a dark men
ace to Germanic future. -

STEPHEN A. LOWELL.

WATER POWER OPINION GIVEX

Rea-nlarJo-a la Held Encroachment oa
Affairs of State.

VALE, Or.. July 29.-(- To the Editor.)
The September meeting to be held In

Portland by the representatives of sev-
eral states will discuss a proposition
of great Importance to the people of
the entire country. It Is a pity that
there could not be representatives
from all the states. The Ferris bill for
control and regulation of water power
is but a continuation of undesirable
encroachment on the internal affairs of
the state by the general Government,
which was inaugurated by the creation

; of forest reserves under departmental
control at Washington, more euphe
mistically described as long-distan- ce

management. The passage of this bill
will be a long step towards the social
lstic dream of rejection of private own-
ership, private initiation and personal
effort.

Had the several states foreseen the
result of forest reserve control by the
general Government, a modification of
that control might have been gained
which would have been of benefit to
the states, but they have now the great
disadvantage that the control of the
reserves gives natural possession of the
land and water flowing through the
land. The Government reserved navl
gable waters from state control in or
der to nave control of Interstate com
merce. a proper and necessary condi
tlon; but they now demand control 'pf
all state and interstate waters. It is
only a short step to the obliteration
of state lines. We understand that
boundary lines' are for the purpose of
defining what land shall be controlled
by certain peoples, not for the purpose
of dividing the people. Farm fences
and boundaries are for- - the purpose
of delimiting land controlled by indi
viduals, and if all occasion for such
delimitation is taken away the result
la the oldrtime common system now In
evidence In many European countries,

The tendency is to do away with
all state management and turn the
entire control over to a general Gov
ernment. If this is desirable and Is
what the people want, let us have it
squarely put before us, devoid of the
Insidious Interrelating propositions Il-

lustrated by the methods of the single
taxers.

So much for general conditions. It
is not necessary to admit that all pub-
lic utilities need control. That Is ax-

iomatic. Railroads have been forced
to reconstruct their methods of making
rates and to eliminate rebates. They
have not been prevented, and perhaps
cannot be prevented, from increasing
their overhead charges by Improperly
Issuing unearned securities. This ap-

plies to many other public utilities.
We have had the harsh diatribe of ex- -
Governor West, which points out wick
edness and calls hard names, provides
statistical information and makes In-

vidious comparison between the man-
agement of school lands,, etc.. In Wash-
ington State and Oregon. All perhaps
true, but past. On the other hand, we
have the courteous presentation of a
practical electrical manager and' con
structor who desires to obtain money
for Investment and a secure place lor
such investment. Mr. Talbot well
states, substantially, that money must
be sure of some profit in the way of a
srood interest return. It is hardly nec
essary to admit that no laws shouldJ
be passed preventing development ot
any of our industries. We do pass
such laws and we do unfairly curtail
returns on investments, which prevent
investment In the future.

This Is caused, however, through the
aggravating encroachment of capital
on the rights of the people. The peo-

ple have but lately realized how they
have been robbed and., naturally an-
gry, are prone to strike without due
consideration. Capital, having taken
advantage of conditions offering huge
and unrighteous profits, should not be
driven from our state. The past is
past But is there no way by which
capital can be allowed a fair, Just and
honest profit commensurate with the
risk? Is there no way but the enor-
mously expensive. Inadequate, unbusi-
nesslike control by a distant bureau-
cratic organization subject to change
with every election? No way but to
place a new and certainly inexperi-
enced man In charge every four years?
"Inexperienced" is used advisedly,( for
it is Impossible to get a man capable
of grasping the intricate details of a
vast number of industrial affairs to
give up his private business for four
years of underpaid and thankless work,
honorable though it be.

Bureaucratic management and its re-

lation to the consumer, the consumer
who Is the ultimate victim of bad man-
agement, who is the man who pays. Is
best illustrated by the forest reserve
management of timber and by the
words, "no sale made of the timber
thereon until careful appraisement of
value shall have been made."

The cost of the forestry Is a drain
of several millions a year above the
returns for timber sold. The appraise
ment of values is made in the imme-
diate value of stumpage. Thus is the
timber withdrawn from use and Its
administration miyle a great public
charge, while the owner of timber out-
side makes the price. Suppose one
man owned it all; would he do any
different? Thus Is that great source
of revenue, the public, the dear people.
in whom so many of those who are
reforming the world with their throat

and lungs." are Interested, sandbagged
into Insensibility and reliev. I of their
wealth.

Taxes are high and are going higner.
whether or no. Take away from tne
state Its water power, its timber, all
of Its undeveloped values, and how
can taxes ever De reaucea: ueveiup-me- nt

is all we have to reduce taxes.
But if development is to De namperea
by charges seized by the Government;
If ranital is to De overioaaea oy re
strictive manipulation which compels
hlh charires added to the lnevitaDie
water which will be permitted to flow
Into th securities: bv long-tim- e state
and Government investigation, proposed
bv would-b- e riders on the pumic stage.
into climatic conditions, we might as
well Join the German nation ana asK
the Prussian Emperor to take control,
for taxes will eat up what the charges
for public utilities leave us.

We fear, however, tnai air. laioot. a
somewhat disingenuous in his state-
ment that control of water power is
ridiculous and absurd or Impossible.
It has been well said that there is
more than one way of skinning a cat
It would be but following after the
management of the railroad situation
to enter into almost complete control
of electrical development which in its
turn directly controls development of
water power. A combination of the
manufacture of electrical machinery,
by no means ridiculous or absurd,
would answer all purposes. Yet the
railroad method of control Is the best
of all. Suppose It is desired to build
a line costing some millions; and fur-

ther suppose other Interests, such as
the Southern Pacific or Union Pacific,
did not want a competing line; where
would we get the money?

Who can raise five or more millions
for railroad construction if the Mor-
gan- ill

interests object? How easy for
them to stop it with one word or hint.
Just Imagine someone Installing an
electrical plant in competition with the
General Electric or their allied Inter-
est.

Wbo would invest la a small plant

More Cash Sales in July
THAN ANY MONTH HERETOFORE shows a decided improvement in trade
conditions. Besides, July shows our very largest month volume in piano and
player-pian-o sales, although July usually produces the smallest month
business of the year.

No Branch of Any House
The Schwan Piano Co. is an Oregon corporation, incorporated under Oregon
laws, and therefore a permanent, independent

Portland Home Institution
$5.00

with our double-cred- it
receipt for

$10 sends, one of
these pianos to
your h o m jb; bal-- a

n c e $5 monthly,
upwards.

wry
i J u

Coast distributors for the largest
piano factories in the world, and our
factory prices, with no interest, are
winning out have won this large
volume of piano business for us.

I want

the

Mr Schwsn (iwan) Is prepared to supply of other girls with pianos.
Please tell your papa and mama durlnr this sale Mr. Schwan will Include for
these little three piano lessons FREE, furnishing- - the beet of teachers.

The First Piano ft yj Or 1915

ourldouble-cred- it

Shown Above 3LL- - ,DZ?lll $6MonthIy
Factory Price tyL without interestIs a Brand New

No Interest Means an Additional Saving of $65.25 to You
Other Brand New $350 Pianos $265,

Plaver-Piano- s. $550. $395.
Without Interest When Paid in 2& Yrs.

THIS WEEK'S SPECIALS IN
Without Interest When Paid

WIXLARD Oak Modern model snow sioo
No Interest means savins; of 5.1'5 T.tal Savin ar if you buy

STEIN WAY & SON S . . . .Mahogany Empire model ' 8Jtt
No Interest means savins; of 1.12. Total savin K If you buy now, J.lrl.

McCAM.MON .Ebony Plain model
No interest means of 50.76.

i,w
N'o Interest means savin of S115.00.

AI TOPIANO Mahogany
No Interest means saving of 115.00.

BRADBURf .Rosewood
No interest means saving of S 50.38.

BRADFORD Oak
No interest means saving of 57.27.

ESTEY Wnlnut
No Interest means saving of $ 13.05.

EARHOFF Walnut
No interest means saving of S 14.25

WEBER Roiewood
No Interest means saving of

AUTOMATIC-ELECTRI- C
No interest means saving of SU.VOO.

CHASE BROS Upright
No interest means saving of ouJS.

GROVEXSTEIN AND FILLER
No interest means saving of T.0.3S.

KEN YON Mahogany
No Interest means saving of saving ii yu uuy nim,

arrantee is nacaea oy

SchwanPianoCo.m F"STTh St.
"The House That Sells at Factory

In anv section which might he con
trolled or covered by some huge plant
already in operation? If the General
Electric had manipulated matters for
the elimination of competitors and ty-

ing up of possible opposing water pow-
er, they might have tried for years and
evolved no better scheme than the

of forest reserves and Govern-
ment control of the water. The Ferris
bill is directly Inimical to the inter-
ests of the Western states and, inas-
much as it is a further attempt to
wards paternalism, is against tne in
terest of every state.

Private capital is welcome in us
efforts to defeat this bill, Dut tne
real and strenuous fight should come
from the states themselves through
th strongest possible pressure on our
Representatives and Senators In Con-

gress.
w will labor under a crushing bur

den unless we can prevent the Gov-
ernment from tying up our natural
resources from development. Eastern
states, having reached a high stage of
development, fail to realize the tre-

mendous natural resources we have and
to what extent we are dependent on
hem and their improvement, iney are
ho thirrt and fourth generation re

moved, and we wonder what their fore-

fathers would have said to such cur-

tailment of private effort, such ham-
pering of manufacturers, and such
wholesale withdrawal from the then
present inhabitants ot vast areas ui
public domain for the benefit of gen-

erations possible of never coming into
existence.

Our Immediate ancestors conquered
this waste for themselves and their
children. They have endured and suf-

fered for a home In their old age.
Their contention is for the privilege
of using the great domain they have
rendered habitable. Our state is en-

titled to control of Its internal affairs
and should never cease the fight to
retain that control. '

What is economically best for the
thickly settled East may not be the
best for us. Shall we be destroyed for
their pleasure and for their children's
pleasure? "What good is an untaxed
wilderness except to roam and fish
in?" Good or no good, that is what one-thir- d

of Oregon now is and what the
most of it will be unless some way is
found to accomplish two things right
to control our own affairs, and a meth-
od Of controlling capital which will
protect the consumer without robbing
the capitalist. JOHN RIGBY.

FIRE LOSS IS REDUCED

West Virginia Waging Strong Cam-

paign to Wipe Out Dangers.

WASHINGTON, July 27, "West Vir-

ginia U determined to reduce fire
losses to a minimum," observed State
Fire Marshal John S.. Horan, of
Charlestown, W. Va-

in commenting upon the effect of the
establishment of a state fire marshal's
department In West Virginia, Mr.
Horan declared that those states which
maintn departments of this kind
have shown a marked decrease in the
amount of property destroyed.

"Tho annual fire loss in West Vir-
ginia is about $2,000,000." said Marshal
Horan, "and it has been estimated
that at least 75 per cent of this loss Is
unnecessary and could have been pre
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vented. A reduction of fire loss will
necessarily mean a reduction In In-

surance premiums.
"It is the duty of the fire marshal's

department not only to investigate
fires Qf apparent Incendiary origin and
prosecute the guilty ones, but strenu-
ous efforts are being made along the
line of fire prevention and the removal
of fire hazards.

"In the esvent of death or injury re-

sulting from defective buildings, weak
walls, foundations or other negligence,
recourse is had in our civil courts.
Criminal negligence can as well exist,
however, in permitting a dangerous
condition to arise with reference to the
liability of fires which may not only de-
stroy the building In which it origin-
ated, but adjoining property as well.

"The people of West Virginia have
awakened to this fact, and are inter-
esting themselves In the removal of the
conditions by insisting upon a general
clean-u- p of fire hazards. With but few
exceptions. West Virginians are fully
alive to the unnecessary loss, and are

with the fire marshal's
office in reducing it"
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