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THE LAST WORD.
President Wilson pusses over to
Germ in his latest note, the entire

bility for all consequences

ng out of viclatlon of internation-

Inw through the empire’'s subma-
f If there was any ex-
t the President would

e of American rights,
the noble and im-
fon of the original
s, it has not been
The me ¢ has the tone
¥, Without belng elther per-
or provocative. It closes the
rsy over the facts and ends
discussion of principles. The
TUnited Stutes s no longer concerned
about what Germany says; 1t 1= Inter-
ested only in what Germany does,

It might be wished, indeed, that the
Presldent had lald more emphasis
upon the jJust expectations of the
United States as to reparation for the
Lausitanla erlme. It Is to be noted
that, there is no demand upon Ger-
many to right, so far as possible, that
incalculable wrong; but thers i= only
an incldental statement of the desire
of the American Government that full

reparation be made. Obviously, Ar
thare shall be no repetition of the
Lusitania tragedy, and if Germgany

ghall fall or refuss to
for her former
Btates will

accept blame
misdeed, the United
make the best of the situ-
etion, either by regarding the inel-
dent &s closed or by merely pressing
for a settlement through future nego-
tiations. There is to be no break over
the Lusitania; but the sinking of an-
other Lusitanla will be regarded as
*dellberately unfriendly."” To be sure.

The Presldent appears to have
with rull intention broadened the
scope o©f the discuss=ijon to a gen-
eral consideration of neutral rights
and belligerent obligations on the
high =seas He #states most pow-
erfully and unanswerably the Amerl-

can position. He reasserts the unim-
peachable principle of freedom #of the
seas to lawful commerce. He affirms
again i explicit language the rights
of non-combatants to Immunity from
attack by any belligerent. He denies
ihe right of Germany, or of any na-
tion, to ignora and derlde the public
law, and insists that the practices of
modern warfare must be made to con-
form to the law In its fundamentals.
He notifies Germany and the world
plaioly that the' “(Government of the
United States will continue to con-
tend for that freedom (of the seas)
from whatever gquarter violated, with-

out compromise, and at any cost."”
The Imperial government is thus
in no doubt as to where the
r States siands for the future,
even if it Is permitted to assume that
thers bhe no drastic or coerclve
asction the transgressions of the
past iIs to the last degree re-
grettable that the German government
has not seen fit to meet the Issue in
the same spirit of sincerity and

stralghtforwardness as has marked all
President's utterarces. It is true
the tone of the German replles
bean friendly, and there has been

mAn st a certain anxiety to avoid a
rt but through all the shifting
) ive phraszeology of the Von
Jagow productions there has been no

that G

ermany would not in the
cumstances sink another

There
which to base an opinifon that the sub.

is nothing substantial upon

mntrine war on enemy s+ merchantmen
wil continue, whether neutrals
are aboard or not; and if there was
it would have been wholly dissipated
by the attack on the Orduna. Here
wans a Britilsh passenger vessel, with
aboard, with American

not

and other passengers, outward bound
frommn England, yst she was attacked

without warning—without a pretense
of detention and search—and, the tor-
pedo missing, she was shelled as she
sped on her course, Coming at a time
when the relations of the Unlted
States and Germany were critical,
iow can it be regarded as other than
definite notice that any British ves-
sel In the war zone, whatever her des-
tination or errand, ls subject to at-
tack; ' that no notice will be taken of
the fact that she has or has not non~-
combatant passengers; and that there-
fore no assurance can be felt by
American or other non-combatants
that Germany will respect thelr rights,
under the riles of International law,
to travel high seas on peaceful
errands under any flag but their own.

Indeed, it Is clear from the German

the

propogals, and from the German
deeds, that she intends to respect
American rights only awhen they are
emblazoned mud protected by an

1 vessae] flyilng an American

flag: and
flag shall

if such a vesse]l filyving such

a be attacked and sunk, It

will' be subsequently disavewed as an
¥ » ate accident.”

! iigh tone and judleclous firm-
Ness the President's note are
worthy of all pralse. It is glaringly

obvious that in the diplomatic fencing
between the two natlons Germany has

been painfully outclassed: The great
stresy lald upon the German admis-
glon that her submarine policy te-
Wi merchant vessels = in the no-

of a reprisal and that therefore
illegnl, shows that the President
was as quick to see the weakness of
the German attitude as he s prompt
to advertise its lack of logic and con-
gistency to the world: In effect, Ger-
many in her scheme of reprisal upon
Great Britaln pleads the law of neces-
gity as her justification for punishing

her enemy by striking & nadon which'

{s the enemy of neither Germany nor
Great Britain, It requires from the
United States a concession to Ger-
many's superlority over all obliga-
tions to humanity and the public law,
shich cannot in honor or in self-re-
spect bas made. If we acknowledge
Germany's right to change the rules
of international warfare to suit her

-5 |

;5

own needs in one instance, we shall
be called upon tg make the same con-
cessions again and agaln, as the emer-
gency arises, and we shall soon bs
in an Intolerable fix

IN THE HEART OF CHICAGO.

The Eastiland tragedy is one ol
those amazing and horrifyving things
which ought never to have Nappened.
It s well-nigh inconceivable that it
| did happen.
| The

Eastiand was a lake steamer,
used constantly for excursion pur-
poses, 80 that her officers were fa-

| millar with the humors and
crawds, Yet while she Is lying at
wharf in the river, In the heart of
Chicago, she capsizes, and & thousand
or mure pegple are drowned. How
could it happen? But it happened.

The tragedy was withoult some of
the terrors of the Slocum disaster,
when men, women and ¢hildren were
| consumed in a dreadful holocaust or
were drowned. But [t was neverthe-
less a fearful mishap, all the more
agonizing because It was =0 unneces-
sATY,

Of course, the Government will
make a rigld Investigation and doubt-

antics of

dren to heartbroken parents, or hap-
lesa wives to mourning husbands. But
it may prevent other such accidents—
for 'a time.

THE FRIGHTFUL COST,
The stupendous nature of the Euro-
pean wur is measured by the cost and

the number of men engnged. It is no
idle figure of speech thet it Is the
greatest war in history. It Is a fact

that nations, and not mere armles, are
at the front.

A German ﬂtatiatiaan, Willlam
Michaells, estimates that more than
21,000,000 .men are actually under

arms and that the dally cost reaches
$42,200,000.

the staggering total of

The Michaells figures are:
Men enguged—

Tha alllea

Germany,

Austrisa, Turkey....

Totnl asns
i Warshipa engaged—
For Germany, et al: Line ships
b8, crulsers 73, torpodobonia
A58, submarines 40, miscella-

neous 139; total ..... T Gds
For the allies: Line ships 113,

Erisera 218, torpedobauils

504, submarines 17§, miscel-

laneous 331; tOLA] «.vecnwas 1,442

TOW]  L.mmssviss sssessssdean 2.10%

The dally cost—
To the German Empire. .... 1 K, 250,000
To Great Britaln; exciusive of

colonles (mbout) ....%......

o France (about) .......o... ¥
To the tea nations Al wWag.... 42z
Total cost of war up to April 1 10,0000

War was once the business of mer-
cenaries and of other martial spirits
who took it up as a pastime. But
now, alas! it is the chief occupation of
men of all walks of life, The world
ought to be blg enough for all, but
evideotly it is not.

How long can the warring nations
stand the drain {in men and money?

CAERRYING THE WARK INTO MUSIO.

The story from New York that cer-
tain stupendous fanatics are trying to
boyeott German music is probably not
without grounds. Peopls whose pas-
sions outrun thelr reason are always
doing Jjust such foolish things, I § 4
some of the grosser sort of these
manincs had had their way at the be-
ginning of the war Professor Muen-
sterherg would have been driven out
of Harvard University, but President
Lowell had the good sense to frown
down all efforts of that kind.

We dare say New York will as em-
phatically frown down these later ef-
forts to suppress German music,
Wagner, Beethoven and Bach are not

responsible for the war with Its murs
derous horrors. Musie, sclence and
philosophy are precisely the factors

in German. life which
admired In the past. Shall we cease
to admire them now because cold-
blooded militarism has for the moment
overrun them, as it has overrun all
the other fine and beautiful things of
the =pirit?

Suppose we wanted to win the Ger-
man militarists back to sanity, how
should we go about i{?7 Ehould we
begin by condemning Indiscriminately
all that the natlon has accomplished.
good and bnd, divine and infernal,
lumping everything together without
judgment., Far from it. We would
begin by pralsing the good and con-
cemnirg the evil. Among the good
things that Germany has given us is
music. This gift it is our duty to
prajise and welcome as heartily as we
condemn the barbarities on the sea

The New York campalgn agalnst Ger-
man music appears to be particularly
directed against Wagner, who was not
a militariat. Hls grhole life was con-
socrated to his art.t He was an evan-
gelist of human liberty and one of the
ploneers of soclal fustice.

we have all

THE STATE AND FPHRIVATE

Some of the county nDewspRpers
which opposed the consclidation
movement In the last Legislature, or
at least gave It no assistance, are now
crying out against Interference by
gtate boards with the conduct of pri-
vate affalrs and bemoaning the high
cost of government. One critic directs

AFFAIRS,

an onslaught at the Industrial Acci-
dent Commission, but oddly enough
the criticism concerns something

which does not In fact exist, while rea
reason for complaint i{s ignored,

The charges are based upon the as-
sumption that the Commission is fore-
ing employera "who do not desire to
come under the state compensation law
to pay*‘premiums into the state fund.
Yet that i1s legally Impossible, If the
employer formally declares in writing
his intention not to come under the
act. The law Is framed on the nps.
sumption that those who do not de-
sire to take advantage of its benefits
wlill g0 declars thémselves, 20 an af-
firmative act I8 required of the em-
ployer. Complaints that employers
have been forced In against thelr will
¢an have no other basls than their
own neglect to assert their legal right

to remain cut. The Industrial Acci-
dent Commission cannot be properly
blamed for the employer's ignorance

of law or his carelessness,

The real fault of the law lies in the
administrative costs and the imposi-
tion of a tax upon general property to
help maintain an insurance that ought
be supported wholly by Industry.
The administration c¢ost {2 not neces-
sarily the fault of the Commission, but
rather the fault of the law. Nor would
compulsory compensation and actual
“interference”™ by the state In the con-
duct of private affairs to the extent
that every empiloyer would be dom-
pelled to adopt the principle of com-
‘_pensntlun and every emplove com-
pcllml to accept it be really so bad,

v But compulsory compensntion need
njot mehan that the state shall build up

a\great industrial accident insurance
blk?im-ss of its own. State super-
visipn, to the end that adequate,
ﬂxex compensation for accidents

is pald promptly in every deserve

ing caxe, Is sufficient It Is actu-
ally of no Interest to the employe
whether his compensation comes from
the fund of g private company or
one actumulsted by the state if
there 1= no difference in the compen-
sation and it Is pald as promptly. A
change In the Or'gon law making the
state fund competitive with private
insurance instead of monopolistic In
the compensation fleld, and one or two
other amendmenta would produce
economy in one branch of govern-
ment without saerifice of efficlency.
But there comes In connectlon with
the criticiam of the Industrial Acel-
dent Commlission the averment that
practically all the present state com-

mlissions In Oregon might be abolished
without knjury (o the welfare of the
state. This is %0 extravagant an as-

sertion that it needs no reply. There
Is rvom, however, for consolidation of
commlssions. This was one of the iIs-
sues of the last political campaign.
Fublig sentiment in favor of such re-
trenchment was emphatic and wide-
spread, yet the Legislature sigoally
falled to do its full duty in the matlar,

Jt is not lfkely that there has been
any mnaterial change In sentiment. Nor
Is it hardly toe be doubted that If the

&g " R BT 1o b |

If““““'e it 2HTN and the captaln, If "‘Il.uqi_al.uura continually fails to act the
fault, will be punlshed. No legal Pro=| people will seek rellef through the in-
ceeding now will restore dead chil- [ itiative. This Is one species of legisla-

Inun that properly should go through
the State Assembly, where the statutes
in the formative perlod are subject to
the wiser Influence of larger counsel,
Yet the inltiative is designed to secure
| for the people the things they demsand
irhul the LegElature refuses to glve
It Is a clum#y Implement for enacting
detalled statutes, but It certalnly will
be used unless the Leglsiature Is more
|r--:-.p-)m-..lw-_

THE SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION,

People in middle lifa can remember
when the Smithsonian Institution
Washington was our only foundation
| consecrated to the "extension and Jif-
fusion of knowledge. Henry Mc-
Cracken, former chancellor of New
York University, Is now able to enu-
merate ssveral the same kind in
an article contributed, to an Eastern
paper. The best-known e the Car-
negle and Rockefeller foundations,

nt

of

whose wealth and enterprise have be-
coma proverbial.
High school principais of fifty

years ago dwelt fondly upon the mul-
tiplied erudite activities of the 8mith-
sonian Institution in talks to theilr
pupils. The [foundation was then
comparatively young, only t(wenty
!}'Purs eld, and iIntelligent men were
| profoundly interested in what it was
dolng. To Americans of that day the
“extension of knowledge'™ was a nov-
eity. Owur scthools and colleges were
engaged In teaching what had been
known for centuries. It seemed star-
tiing, slmost perilous, to think of add-
ing @&nything mnew to the wvenerable
Lreasure. But this was mvhat the
Smithsonian Institution set out to do.

Its founder, James Smithson, was
the lllegitimate son of the flrst Duke
of Northumberland, He must have
been & man of extraordinary Intelli-
gence, but he was not & money-maker,
His wealth came by bequest and he
left it to & nephew with the stipula-
tion that in case the legatee had no
heirs it should go to the United Stntes
Government to "found at Washington
an Institution for the extension and
diffusion of knowledge.” The money
came to this countiry In due time and
Congress, with quile unexpected fldel-
ity, carried out  the wishes of the
donor.

The Smithsonlan Institution has al-
ways had a distingulshed sclentist for
its managing secretary. Buch men as
Joseph Henry, a great electrician, and
8. P. Langley, the inventor of the
asroplane, have served in that capac-
ity. The "Smithsonian Contributions
to Knowledge,” published at conven-
lent intervals, contain Iinvastigations
in almost every fleld of 7research.
Many of them have been made In co-
operation with Government depart-
ments.

FREPAREDNESS AND HEALTH,

Men whose Interest s céntered In
the problem of military preparedness
should, if they can find time for I,
give a moment's thought to the |ack

of physical stamina among our cltl-
zens of the age to bear arms It is
difficult to see how ships and guns
can be of much use without able-
bodled soldiers to. handle them. The
progressive decay of our physical vigor
as revealed by report after report
from great medical authorities Is ap-
palling. The latest is from E, E, Rit-

tenhouse, president of the Life Exten-
glon Institute, which has made physi-

eal examinations of 000,000 em-
ployed muales, that is, of wage earners.
Since this is the class from which

most of our troops muati come in case
of war his figures are portentous, and
they apply directly to the problam of
preparedness, Inasmuch the aver-
age nge of those examined was 30
vears, the time of life when a soldler
should be in 4l= prime Dr. Ritten-
houses says that these E£.000,000
WiAge-2arners nNo more than 3 per
cent were found to be entirely normal
All the rest, or 57 per cent, waére suf-
fering from some defect or disease.
Of course not all thelr ailments
were sericus. Some were very slight
With these minor, or trifling, physical
defectis, 38 per cent of the men were
suffering. It stands 1o reaxon that
these little troubles must impalir their
efficlency In the workahop and would
hinder thelr activity ' the fleld, but
they are negligible in comparison with
the next display that Dr. Rittenhouse
gives ns. He says that 51 per cent, or
more than half, of the 6,000,000 work-
fngmen who had been examined, had
“moderately Important defects' which
needed Immedlate medical attention,
|and did not get It. The remainder of
| the group, =ome 400,000 men, suffered
| from *“serious impairments.”
This condition of things
discouraging enough in Itself, but
there ¥ worse to follow. Not only s
the physical stamina of our population
dangerously undermined, but the evil

Hs

of

would be

is progressively increasing. The death
ratée among men of milltary age out-
runs the growth of the population

with discouraging speed,
In the United States 410,000 persons

(die every vyear of dilseases which
should be confined to the period of
“oid age.” But most of these persons
are mnot old when they succumb.

Many of them are under 40, and of
this number more than four-fifths
could be saved from premature death
by timely medical treatment. Why
do they not obtain it? Some of them
fair through =heer carelessness, some
through ignorance. But for the ma-
Jority we must seak somae other rea-
son and we need not look far to find
ft. They succumb to the effects 'of
curable disease because they have not
the menns to pay a good physician
for proper treatment. And If we wish
to discover the cause of the lack of
physical stamins amobg our WwWage-
sarning population wWe must pursue

our quest in the same direction. Just
42 the best-bred steer in the world
grows up 2 wenkling dwarf If-he s
insuffjciently nourished, so the Ameri-
can workingman develops into a man
abnormally susceptible to disease for
want of sufficient nutriment.

We have beertold many times over |
by great medical suthoritles that our
working popuiation, the true founds-
tion of the National defense, subsists
on improper and inadequate food. Add
to that poor shelter and clothing which
does not clothe and we find plenty of
réason for Dr. Rittenhouse's statistics.

chine gun, and the spiritual galn of
the change is not self-svident sny
more than it |s In Tegard 1o the volce
“that once accompanlied the om-
tem.” Thatl same volce s now accoms-
panying a jewsharp in the trenches.
Man's material achievements, which
Mr. Marker gloats over at Egreat
length, simply reaffirm a quotation
| that he makes from Goethe without
seeming to feel its force, “Man'™ says
the guthor of “"Faust," “grows more
scute, more clever, but not happler or
better.” ‘The Greeks could not have
huilt the Panama Canal, but they could

An army enrolled from a population | have ravaged defenseless nations just
reared on famine rations would stand | a® modern powers do, Man has al-
but a feeble chance of success ngninst | wass seen the future In A roseante
such battallona as Germany sends Into | glow. He “never Is, but always o
the fleld. The foundation of Ger-|be blest.” He has always reasoned
many’'s military prestige is the scien-|in his troubies precisely as Mr. Mar-

tific care she glves to the welfare of

ker reasons now. It is not

her laboring population. that count, but hopes and au.;ra'.:.nm.!“"\.:'“::{It'_“’*", bol 1 == "\ -
Goldsmith saw pretty deeply into Only dream hard enough and }"UT'--,,.‘n-...d"t::rm:.}r:n‘w\'u“:,‘ts,:.;"'m::”ﬁ':.‘-:;
thl.v_mmtvr when the drift of Eng-|dream will begcome a fuct. Keep on|thing has evoked such tumults of ae-
land’'s population toward the city and | wishing and in the course of Ume| claim, ur led such multitudes,

the swentahop first began. *“Ill fares | your wish will be granted. Now It !Dl Just why nations, civilized and bar
the Jand, to hastening ills a prey,” | right here, as It =eems lo us, that we | Paric. have so loved their flage, has
wrote the wise peoet, “Where wealth|find the key to man's perennial misery. | ¥ ,‘..l"":"f writtan. From the thme the |
accumnulates and men decay." The|He has always, like Mr. Marker, been L‘r'“:‘n-::‘f.i;:':”r“ x“‘::-m'um;l :T.“u'm‘ -]:v.:
i = 3 a | - At - v I ia= »ur 4 p

“l‘l'.lle of Goldsmith’s “Deserted Vil- | trusting in golden rhetoric, in dreams, | ¢ion0) life, It is cheered ms the peo-
lage™ mey be read with edification in|in airy hopes, which comes (0o the | pie's gonfalon. Even long after nationai
connection with Dr. Rittenhouse's ap-|same thing as saying that he has|existence ceanes, the sight of the lost
|trusted in the angels and fairies, and | flag will bring & Oush to manly

palling statistics.

| his reward has been L(he overlasting

The Shadow of a Flag

(From an address Jdelivered by Wil H

Thompeon, of Seattle, at the banguet of the

Sooe of ths
July
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DANCING AT PFINE GROVE. réenewal] of ||]!ulpp(llII'[I'“K‘..!'.I_ e in secret pluces, flags that waved when
It Is pleasant to read that the It 1= undenluble that man RS | Suhtesk]l was King
g | achieved some things that might bet- ] can well remember when a silm
women of Plne Grove Grange, ter his condition. We doubt Iif they |s:ay-clad boy, but a few wecks over
Hood River, have made plans 1o cofi- [ gyer have in any essential respect, but | 18 years of uge slck and wounded,
duct n Friday afternogn dancing Closs | (hey might If he knew how tuo use “;'hiﬁl!‘lﬁ homeward from Appomatiox
for thelr children, In some commu-jihaem. These things have not been ‘t'*l:"r.l""“‘h‘ 2 intolernble hunger and
nitles a great deal of fanatical preju- | wan by listening to ungels” wings or ,', h:‘&":w[.q,':.‘f“l r\:-!_1‘ ,“?'l{ ”\::”" et
dice must have been overcome before ! gupiring to a happler future. They ;_“mr“"” S -::‘:.'-J-\-\\‘ru y ‘_ it
the grange would have toleruted any | have been won by hard and persist- | ashes of Sherman's
such wholesome arrangement. We re- ! sn¢ labor, cither mental or physicnl |divided = I wq
member reading last year of a grange The human hand gulded by the hu- witich one them
somewhers in Eastern Oregon that ymun brain hus gone far toward mas- | TeEimental flag and.
logt its best musician because some of | tering the forces of nature, Most of | ;‘-:‘:;’)n::rl © r'lr :i'. ;1-.\._.\' L
the lr;-vmhf-rn wished to dance to hor | ihem are hinrnessed and are tolling at |- “,"”‘“ih_“ > m;:‘-‘.\ § f*'"lru
playing She ought to have been flaut- ' ur command But toiling for what? |a broken tor.” It may be
tered, but superstition was too strong | Te feed the widow? To clothe and|yet, you should remember t
for commaon senss o her mind. | schonl the Orphan? To develop a|bad followad It where angels might
If the Granges, as a rule, pald more | sturdy and healthy body of citizens? | fear to tread
attention to innocent and wholesome | Not by any manner of means The “"“ !'“l'-‘;;*:- It it the:
amusement for the young they would | natural forces which we so proudly :L_: n:‘\::,; I;' I“I' ":':_."'_' ' e .
probably flourish better than they do drive in harness are toliing &t the | fiame at T!"-f"l_‘:l";'.[-h'!;. - ‘_[:. S I| I_' .-
It Is =ometimes possible o &UrRet | pusiness of simughter. Of those works | mauga's splin woodn In
boys and girls by ministering to the | ,r ma intelligence we can say, as| wildernoss tched it
spirit of miirth when unmingled doses | 1he preacher did of everything under | best b
of grave discussion repel them. Rural | the sun, thet they sre vanity and vex- il.-;_-n :
life needs generous and healthy pas- | ntion of spirit, gnd feal that we are .:1‘:"‘! t :
times more than almost ansthing else. | yuing the most moderato language. \:u»«h Sor i~ -‘n-wv-:m:.“
It has had plenty of expertence of vice There 18 no question Aboul man's| yet u tragic whisper
and neighborhood quarrels, but very |ability to do things. He can do all| &« = e
little of real, whole-hearted fun In | Mr. Marker and the Fourth of J:a]gl The appea] of
fact, anybody who tries to introduce | srators specify and & great deal more ;.ulr;.-.. ulter ls_‘. 3
hyglenle mirthfulness into a rural [that they never thought of, but what | .l;;"\" ":L‘"':‘; pc? l"."‘_‘."-
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