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RBY ASHMAN
“H ERBERT C
American wh

Americans has played the most
important part In the great tragedy
belog enncted In Europe”

It was a member of Presldent Wil-
Bon Cabinst. spanking at a dinner
table ir on not long ugo. who
miade rem Yet the ma-
jority peopla, about the board
did n who Herbert C, Hoover
Was,

To
is the

Elan

BROWN.
Hoover |Is
of all the

the

ot know
put it
man who,
re

briefly, ¥ bert C. Hoover
as the head of the Bel-
jlef work, has directed the
$56G.000,.600 in

X~
of recent
ig the few men who really run

in ths clvilized nation=—and a
few of the uncivilized—he is regarded
as America’s foremost citixen of the
world. Princes and potentates—finan-
cial and political—know him terms
of intimacy.

To many of them he stands for Amar-
fca. In that shifting “who's who" of
the gosaip of court and Cabinet and
financial circles, Hoover's name ia writ
high. He iz one of those who are malk-
fng civillzation move forward.

Only a few Yyears ago he a
berefoot farmer boy at West Branch,
Jowa, wherever that I¥, a place
even mentioned in the principal
etterera.

This wigorous young
Just turned 40, has nev
to force himself on public gttentlon.
climbed from the obscurity of
masses to the obscurity of those who,
out of the general public direct
the movement of great world affairs
e climbed all the way by his cwn ef-
forts.

Twanty years
portant employe
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WAB

not

gEar-

man, who haa

had occaslon
He
the

eye,

he was an unim-
of the United States
goological survey in the mountalins of
Nevada. Today kings are anxlous o
be helpful to him.

Ha lives Red House, Hornton
strest, Kenalngton highroad, London, &
great, anclent, rambling old houses, tho
beauties and extensiveness of which
are not revealed until one gets Inside.
The house is typlcal of the man. Hin
offices.are at 1 London Wall bullding,
From there, in addition to directing the
huge rellef work in Belgium, he also di-
rects his mining operations in all parts
of the world,

ago

at
alkL

- -

“He handles,” sald a friend of his re-
eently, “his great Russian lron mins,
with its 7500 employ with the little
finger of his left hand™ Expressive,
if exaggerated.

When the European war broke out,
Great Britain and the continent
swarmed with Americans who had a
sudden and earnest desire to get home.
A great many of them did not have the
money with which to go. All, money-
less or affinent, were Intent on going
home in comfort and ease, and in the
best cablns aboard ship. And all, what-
ever thelr condition, were insistent on
“somebody dolng something™ for them
at once, the particular somebody thev
had in mind being the American Am-
bassador In London

The resident American colony In
London wanted to help. In fact 1t had
to heip. Ths unofficial head of that
colony was Herbert C, Hoover. At least
he was the mamber of the cclony hav-
ing the highest standing and the most
influence in England. Englishmen had
testified to that by rusting millions
of thelr money to Investment by him.
Moreover, he s a man of organizing
ability. So It was that naturally he
bacame chalrman of the American re-
lief committes, Ambassndor Fazge testi-
fies to the excellence of the work he
did.

Thep, when the surplus
Americans were out tha way, camé
the nead for rellaf of Belgians, In and
out of Belgium. The International
character of this work required a man
such as Hoover. Accordingly he took
over its direction. He s still on that
job. The fact that he has directed the
spending of §60,000,000 so far is merely
an index of what he has been doing,

It was this that tha Becretary had In
mind when he =ald that Hoover “is the
Amerlcan, who, of all Americans, has
played the most important part” in the
War,
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of

Here is a story, never told befors,
that lllustrates the quality ofWhe man
and his standing abroad. FHooavér ns a
former Californian, a graduate *and a
trustee of Stanford Unlversity—he runa
across the Atlantle and the continent to
mitend trustee meetings as casually as
eomé mén go from New York to Jersey
Clty—In the months before the war was
intensely Interested In the Panama-
Paclfiec Exposition at San Franclsco.

He concelved the that It wounld
be a splendid th the King of
England to vizlt that exposition, Any-
body could concelve such an idea, but
to get the King of England to agree to
such a proposition la something every-
body cannot do. Hoover dld. If the
wikr had not spoiled the plan King
George would have mnde the visit

The difficulties Hoover had to over-
come in carrying out his plan were gi-
EAOI Two trips from London to San
Franciaco avere merely a minor part of
his campnlign.

In the first place, all thought of hav-
ing the Unlted Biaes Invite King George
had be dismi=sed once, 1f such
an Invitation had been extended, this
Nation would have hid to Invite all
other crowned heads If only King
George had accepted, an appropriation

least half a million dollara would

been required from Congreas to
for the expensea of hia enter-
the Nation and his journey
continent. To get such an
lon through Congress wonld

ipossible task,

If King George elected to visic
the exposition on his own account the
thing might ba done. Would his minis-
ters consent, howeaver? And would he?

Fortunately for Mr. Hoover, he is on
intimate terms with the court ecirecls
and also with various members of the
then British Cabinet, Lioyd George and
Winston Churchill belng closs friends,
Both court and Cabinet circles—quite
separated circles, by the way—had to
be brought Into agreement. This task
was acecomplished by Mr. Hoover, with
the ald of some notable fgures fin
PBritish social life, and also with the
alid of his highly intelligent wife.

The plan as finally arranged just 13

iden
{for

nt
to al

provide
talnment by
g8 the

months ago was this:
his entourage were to proceed on a
EBritlsh battleship, properly convoyed,
to the Panama Canal, thences through
to the Pacific and on to San Franeisco.
At+«8an Francisco the King would re-
main aboard the shup and thus in Brit-
ish territory, snve for certalin scheduled
visit= he would make ashore, and the
period of these visits would be the only
times when he would be the guest of
this Natlon.

Then the squadron would proceed
north to Victoria and Vancouver, and
the king would journey eastward
through Canada to taks ship for home.

All of thils hind heen arranged quietly
down to the last detall and Hoover was
responsible for it all—when the war
broke out and caused {ts abandonment.

Hoover is handling the gigantic Bel-
gian relief work Just sxactly ss he ail-
ways has handled business matters—
thoroughly, exactly, efficiently. He has
put the resources and the machinery
of his own business organization—and
that Is an organization world-wide In
its scope—at the disposal of the rellaf
work. For example. hin agent In New
York is his New York business partner,
Lindon W. Bates, who, by tha way, Is
n vegy cloae and Intimate friend of ex-
Presldent Taft

Hoover, acting by eable through
EBates, will charter a ship at New York,
her with such goods as hava been
donated for rellef, completsa the cargo
by purchase and send har to Rotterdam.
There tha highly tralined organization
of distribution which he has created
takes charge of the cargo and disposes
of it whera It will do the most good.
Europe. and especlially King Albert, and
also American visitors have marveled
at the efficlency with which the or-
ganization workas.

There is no looseness of management
anywhere. Hoover, operating as he
always operates in business matters,
has & complete accountancy system as
part of his organization He has n
system pf frequent reports In which a
graphic presentation s made of all
operations, Thesa reports, some coples
of which have recently come to Wash-
ington, show down to & penny every-
thing that has been donated and what
has beon done awith it. Donors to the
fund have the satiasfaction of tracing
thelr dollars directly to thelr ultimate
expenditurs, It Is costing Hoover a
lot of time and monay. but that does
not cause his efforts to Ilag.

A Washington friend of Hoover said
of him not long ago: “He typifies ex-
actly the 20th century American. In
him are united efficiency, great con-
structive and executive abllity, high
standards of honor and integrity. broad
imagination, & keen sense of humor,
anudacity and boldness of operation and

The King and
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A

Aerber? C Zoover; Head of Zhe
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a love of adventure,
the most modest
I ever met. He does everything in the
most casupl manner

“Yet he is chock ful) of
quality of ‘pep. He cun work 26 hours
s day and never turn a hair. He
do marvelous number of things
once, and Jeave the impression
observer's mind that he
anything at all"™

Several years ago, when plans for
the Panama-Pacific Exposition at San
Franclasco were forming, a Californian
Hving In Washington, who was Inter-
ested In the project, was asked by the
exposition management to call Mr.
Hoover at a Washington hotel dls-
cusx some phases of the falr.
This gentleman knew but
had never met him.

He found Hoover not
tinguished-looking person;
dinary-looking American,
sands of others who come
capital of the United
Hoover's talk bristled
sugzestions for the
Erasp of detmll t
It is only fair to
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out
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the conversition, invited Mr,
be his gueat at the next club
n two woeks off. Mr. Hoover
He nsked, In his characteris-
manner, where the dinner
and where and at what hour

to present himaslf, . be
he sald] and then remarked that
jJeaving the next morning
San Franclsca.

“That's the end of that ianvitation,”
thought the Washingtonian. During
the two weeks he heard not word
from his prospective guest, but sharp
at 7:30—the hour appointed—on the
evening of the dinner, Mr. Hoover.
faultlessly attired, cool and casual, ap-
peiared in the receptien.room.

When did BEot
Francisco™ asked tl

about 20 minutes

Hoo r. At the close of
in bldding adleu to his
stlll casual in his manner, mentioned
by the way that he salling the
day for London.
months Iater
oninn Journeyed to London. He hogped
to sen Hoover there, but had arranged
no maating. Fifteon minutes after
arrival In his hotel Mr
came up., fellowed speedily hy »
Hoover Prosently the two were In
Mr. Jioover's llmousine—*" Jlong ns n
locomotive.! the Washingtonian de-
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EW YORK, July

KOBBE,
3.—Three gener-
N tions of artists In one famlly!
That is the distinction of the
Wiles clan. The late Lemuel Maynard
Wiles, painter of "“Snowbound,"” was
the first member of the line to become
a paloter. His son, Mr. Irving R
Wiles, Natlonal Academiclan, Is the
present head of the house. Mr, and
Mrs, Irving . Wiles' young daughter
Miss Gladys represents the third gen-
eration of this family In art.

Mnotch t? Only by the anecdote
<ome down from the time of Mendels-
gohn, the composer. His grandfather
was a noted philosopher. Between them
came Mendelssohn pere, who was wont
to say, after the composer had given
world-wide vogue to the name, “Once
I was known asg tho son of the famous
Mendelssohn; now I am known as the
father.™

So Mr. Wiles might say: "Once 1
wWas spoken or as the soa of an artist,
but soon 1 am llkely to be spoken of
as the father of one Tor Mot only
ts JMr. Wiles himself a distinguished
artist; his fether was a very well-
known painter, and his daughter, Misa
Gladys Wiles, had a moat meritorious
painting, entitled “Profile.” In a Spring
exhibition of the National Academy
of Design. Mr. Wiles goes the Men-
delssohn anecdote one better, for the
Mondelsschn who came. between the
philosopher and the composer was not
entitled to fams save as the son of
one and the father of the othar. But
Mr. Wiles himself, while ths son of
an artist and the father of one, s =a
leader In the world of American art.

Not only Is he a noted portraitist
but he has emecuted many genres, or,

Miss Gladys Wiles Prom- s
ises to Rival Distinguished

F ather and Grandfather
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scribes it—and
Red House.

on thelr way to the
There followed a wonder-
ful evening. The host found his guest
interested In rare booka and led him
rary flled with a collection over
ch any bibllophile would rave
Priceless works ware there
It came out in the course of the con-
vermiion—everything that one gets
from Mr. Hoover about himeself just
“eomens oul™ for there never ls a trace
of boastfulness In the conversation
this close-llpped man—that he and
AMra. Hoover for thelr amusement and In
their leisure had transiated
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PORTRAIT OF MRS WILES AND A1/35
GLADYS WILES BY IRVING WILES.

£35S GLADYS WILES

more properly, “ldeal™ portralts, for
several of which—and they are most
charming—Miss Giadys has posed.
Among these Ils the extremely well

y wife the faml
mplete.
Wiles |s

ited

and ias
tant portralt oon
likeness,
cessnries

trails n

alwaya

re in the lead
conslantly at
milas
character
One of his
that of P
liam Burgess
is showh ks an
old master
artist who
to copy
appropriateness
theas coples
husband's portrait
dent it Is & wov
well as
Plenty
Is In all
doubtleas
Misa
Wiles, the
tiste, who
“Who's Whoe,"”
painter and
Morse, artist and
graph, and of olther artisi=s
will be Interesting to learn
about him

In Terry. a village in the
part of New York, where L«
*“folks™ were almost ploneerws, 1
ms A boy was conesidered Y
count because he disliked
but frem e time he coul « a
pencil In his fingers liked to draw
Graduating from the Albany Academy
he beacame a school teacher and after-
wards a principal and <ity lbrarian in
Utiea.
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