THE SUNDAY OREGONIAN, PORTLAND, JUNE 20, 19I5.

BILLY SUNDAY FINDS RECREATION ON HIS O

REG

Beautiful Estate Is Carved Out in Orchard Region Near Hood River, Where All Vacations Are to Be Spent in Future.

ON RANCH

BY ADDISON BENNETT.
YT NAME is Billy Sunday. What
ta your nmme?™

““

Thua 1 was grected an I
stocd by the slde of o giant fir tres

adjacent to the Summer home of Billy
Sunday. I had slighted from the auto-
moblle in which 1 had gone out to gee

him, had knocked unannounced at the
door of hir slesapinng #nt, where 1 was
told 1 would find him, and facing

around towards the residence 1 saw
coming towards me from the house four

people—a woman, man and two bowvs,
It was shortly after 1 o'clock in the
afternoon. The dey was marvelously
beautiful, the rays of the sun were
neither too warm nor too cold. 1 stood
by the side of the great tree, looking
north. Hehind ms was a beautiful grove

of native trees, n portion of the former
pristine forest. In the edge of this
grove and over my left shoulder a
large tennis court waeg nearing comple-
tion, back of It o swimming peol with
dressing and bathing pavilion by its
side. Across from these townrds the
east was the large sleeping tent, with
wings and marquee to shield it from
wind, rain and sun,
Fanorama Is Benotifal.

To the north, past the dwelling and
looking over the little group approach-
ing me, the view. was g panorama of
beauty. In the conter of the far back-
ETound stood Mount Adams, with his
upper snow line bathed in sunshine un-
til It had taken on the delicate tint of
a maiden’s cheek, Glgantic, marvelous-
1y grand and awe-inspiring, the great
mountain aeemed to stand there as n
sentinel guarding the great velley be-

fore us from the outer world te the
north. -

Towards the mountain, between it and
Jmy point of view, Iay the wondarful
Hood River Valley, spread out before
me like a mammoth sheet! of verdure.

Tracing the rowes of nearby trees and
Jooking between them as far as the eye
could carry, they seemed to be endless,
Just one vast orchard of shadowy green
Not so level as to he monotonous, not
60 brokeén as to be forbidding—just like
the rolling waves of the seca.

And that cheery volce: “My name
Billy Sunday. What is your name?"

As | gave my name my hand was re-
ceived in an electric grasp, a grasp
that sent through my entire system a
feeling of warmth and friendship: and I
was looking into two eyes that spoke a
Innguage clearer, stronger and pweeter
than the bandgrasp,. & language older
than the hills, and yet & langusge al-
“ways new—the language of love. A
something that denies description, and
¥et la as piain as the noonday sun.

HBors }Ienllhfully Brown.

“And this"” went on the cheery voies,
“Is Mrs Billy Sunday, and these
y BUr two boys, Bllly junior, aze 14, and
* Paul, age 8. You came at an opportunc
* time, just as we are celebrating their
- birthdsy, for they were born on the
same June day, only =ix years apart”
The boys, as brown and plump as two
'russet apples, had their guns and were
yon their way ta the woods, the great
shepherd dog rrisking and barking as
§ though he knew whers a milllon dig-
| Eer squirrels could be cornerad if the
hoys would only hurry, hurry, hurry.
What two fine, upstanding bovs they
Jrare! The pleture of health., brimming
1over with bosish strangth and energy
s —Dboys that any father or mother in
¢« the world might be proud of.

» I soon found that betwesn Billy and
"Ma™ and “Pa" Ma

Mrs. Billly it was

had done the talking over the tele-
s phone when | made the arrangements
for the Interview. When 1 heard =
female volek 1 asked if T could not
‘talk with Billy. The aAnswer catne
~prompt and decisive, “You canpot!”
\'Then I gmve my ablect. T could hear
her speaking Lo some one cloge at hand,
evidently Billv: then came the answer,
I1*Yes, you meay interview Hhim.*
L Now, 1 think Billy turns over

ia

area

the

principal part of hiz mansgerial du-
ties to “Ma.™ ,In this he is= wise. She
stands between him and ordinary busi-
nese affalrs, for he i= too busy and too
deeply gengrossed in tils evangeudstic
work to give the attentlon to detalls
that must be to hedge around a

l'h-‘\l’“{‘lﬁt EO -l'iltl‘(‘.
Mra. Sunday Is Imporinat.
If | am any judge of human nature

then “Ma"” Sunday is a woman of about

the

woods, and Shep with them., where
were, we judged from the sounds
3 . engaged in a mighty chase—
going up on the porch we were met
by Billy¥'s mother, & fine and sitately
womAan of over thres score and ten.
Looking at her ! could sec w e Billy
£ot that square jaw, that firm-set chin,
those searching eyves and that pugnac-
lous mnose Perhaps his fether may
have passed along certain traits. to
thie son; but surely Billy Inherited
many of the fighting qgunlities he has
from his mother.

Romanee Begun af Church,
The three of us w geated on
porch, with Rilly standing. He
rerely sits down when indoors. or out-
doors either, for that matfer. He
walked back and forth like a caged
I talked to him. We went
hiz baseball days, talked of
Ansaon ommy."” ang his
players, "eppor & others “Not
now playing,™ T said, "“most of
dead or worn out. 1 quit
zenith, quit when 1 stood well
the top, most of them hung
on too long, but few of them took
care of themaelves.”
“Did you know Billy
I asked Mra, Sunday.
what seemed to me to be the keynote
of Billy's carecer. Mra. Sunday, then
Helan Thompuson, and her parents at-
tendad a little Presbyterian church in
Chicago in those days. Billy Sunday,
one Sabbath, found himself in that
church. Later he became acquainted
with Helen, who was a Christian He

tha
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one
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in those days™"
Then came out

| Was converted and joined the same
church. This was during the time he
was one of the best ballplayers on one
of the best téeame in' the United States—
the Chicage White Sox

“Did you often go to see him play
and root for home-runa?™ I asked,

“Yes, I went pretty regularly, was
interested in sseing him steal second
and third—and he sure made a home-
run at the Thompson domicile.™

Anson Sorry for Billy.

tle church and soon after Billy
the ball business and hegan
himeself for the ministry.
old-timers can ramember (at least T
can) the sensation made when Billy
quit. I remember distinetly reading the
comments of “Cep."” Anson,
bo==_ in which he deplored the loss of
Billy and was sorry for him, thinking
he was doomed to fallure. But he
wound up by saying. “Nobody who
knows Billy Sunday will for n moment
doubt hi& utter good faith in the work
he ia undertaking.”™

Our talk took a wide range. 1t finslly
drifted around to Gyp=y Smith, and
Billy asked me my oplnion of him, after
speaking of Smith In words of highest
pralse. tald him I thought him =&
wondarfully clever actor, one of the
best I had evar soen, a man who studied
every word, avery movement, every ges-
ture and every intonation, and re-
hearsed them until be was able to

preparing
Some of us

as much importance in her sphere as
Billy is in his, I belleve if the truth
could be brought out that we would
find that Billy»'s wondeéerful - suctess
can in & high degree be credited Lo Lhe
splendld team work of the two of
them At the first moment as we met |
I found myexlf saying to myssalf—my
innerself, to my Innerself—' "Why, there
Aare two Billys*™

Wandering down to the house, the
three of us, the boys having taken to

Billy's old

i mre Gri Swrraes ToAes fAris Dol Plcers =5

In 1588 they were married In this lit- i is a room some 15 feet square,
quit | outer kitchen, where washing, ironing,

i

|

preach the same scrmon in the same
way time after time.

“I eannot do that.”
course, fn a ganaeral
discourses in advance,
often follow Hterally,
wheather my words are coming ragged
and Jaocged or =mooth and classical,
whether thev are charged with barbed
wire and ipecac xum and molasses.
J. am not thinking about the words or
nly actlions &t all, T have other and
moare Important questions in my mind,

said Billy. "I, of
way lay out my
but I do not

do not know

nr

|land no time Lo lome'

Speaking of his work since he began
preaching in 1857 Billy dwelt on the
12 weeks he held services in Phils-

deiphia Jast Winter, during which timae
he preached to o mlillion and a half
people. The average attendance was
all the houss would hold (it seated
12,000) which, by the puacking process,
was 17,000,

Time Engaged for Yenars.

I found he has been ssked to hold a
series of mestings n every one of
the great cities of the country saave
one—Portland, Or. Every other cily
of more than 200000 has invited him,
many of them s¢veral times, but never
en invitatlon from Portiand., His time
Is all applied for and tentatively agroed
upon for several yesrs ahoad. On
September 6 he opens at Omaha, then
goes to Byracuse, N. Y.. Trenton, N.

and finishes the season next May at
Baltimore.

Questioned us (o his opinion of the
Hood River Valley he came back with
s wonderful tribute to f(ts attractive-
ness. “"Why, it Is worth a trip across
the continent to spend a day in this
wonderful air; I “have been sall over

this country and there is no place thiat

=ults me like this, Five years ago 1
was  preaching In Spokane and =
clergyman told me about this section.
I came down and bought 40 seres here
in the woods. I had it cleared and
planted and beéegan making improve-
ments, Now I am beginning to get a

nice home. T will spend more time here
this Summer than I have heretofore,

but heresafter [ will spend every hour
of my vacations here"
The Bunday place now eambraces B0

acres, 20 acres of 4-year-old orchard,
10 acres of woodland, about 156 acres
of meadow and the balance ls occupied
by bulldings, garden, etc. The plice Is

located at what may be called the up-
per or south eénd of the second Hood
River Valley The buildings are on

an eminence that glves them a sightly

location. Just east of the dwelling
there Is a tall flagpole and from this
constantly floats B large American

flag, being a landmark now for a large
section.

Plant Is Complete,

Billy's half-brother, L. C, Helzer,
has charge of the place and resides
there the yeur round. It |ls one of the
mo=t compleéeto Summer plants [ ever
saw. Mind I do not say Summer homes.

The dwelling 1a only a small part of the
attructive features. There Is 4 shingle-
inclosed water tower. Under the Lank
a sort of

fruit cunning and such things are done.
Here Ig the milk house, with the liv-
ing water passing 1hrough it. Cloge
by is the ieehouse filled every Winter
with a year's supply. Just back is a
grove and behind this, out of sight
from ‘'the house, Is the cowbnrn, horse-
barn, chicken-house, awine guarters,
and all drained into a: run passing
alongside and supplying running water.

Everything has been done weall. The
horse and cow barns have wire fly

netting over the windows and' screen
doors and the windows have roller
shades. All of the outbufldinzs are
weatherbonrded In the same style as
the house nnd painted the same color.
The dwelling, where the help emploved
under Mr, Heizer lives, is of tho same

character, but s =sitvated on the ex-
treme northwest corner of the place.
In every particular it Is an estate

planned and perfected to please the eyve
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to foture profit—and|
toward comfort has|
The lawns, the ross

and with view

u
évery convenience
been looked after.
gardens, the gardens—al] are places of

beauty. To show in n slight way what
was done Lo turpn a forest Inlo u Ear-
den, “Msa” Sunday anld they contracted

to have 40 acres cleared “plow depth,”
eight inches, gt $100 an .acre. I,n:c-_r
in Mlowing the field to get it in tilth

and
of

for tree planting they hauled off

burned 750 two-horse wagon londs

roots, pleces of siumpe, limbs, ete.
Various Plensures Enjored.

I am telling of these things to show
what sort of a ploce “Pa”™ and “Ma”™
Sunday are making. It will in a few
yaarx be tho show-place of the valley.
And the family will no doubt enjoy
themsaelves every momeni, as they aure
dolng now. They get thelr pleasures
in varlous ways; one way Is by hard)
work, A'few days before my visil a
pleture was taken of “Pa"” and “Ma’
in the hay field, where they worked
day after day until tired out. They do
not dress up and put on style, neither
do the children. save on the Sabbalh
when they go to some nearby church.|
Dressed in a wooléen shirt open at the
neck, with a palr of khaki overalls, a
pair of coarse shoes and an old straw
hat, “Pa" is not a clerical-looking manp,
and “Ma"™ |s dressed equally plain

I suppose wsome of the readers of
this article will want to ‘kmow what I
think about Billy Sunday, whether he
iz the grest man soms think he Is or
what others would have us bellieve.
When I first began talking with him
and took note of the coarseness of his
attire, I was reminded of the boys In
Kansas who had taken up a homestead
during a mad rush for land They
heard that aspreacher had taken a claim
a mile or 0 away. Out of curiosity
they started out to sefe the reverend
gentleman. Soon they came Aacrossa
an uncouth, unkempt, coarsely-dre I+ |
individual, who was settine some
low shoots in the ground. One of the

boys, who was carrying a gun, said
to the stranger, "We heard there waw
a preacher llving out this way: can
vou tell us where he a7

“Certainly sir: T am the man, the

Reverand Paul 8. Feemster.”

*Well," returned the young man, “if
I was out gunning for preachers 1
would never snap & cap on you.”

That describes Billy mundav pratty
well as I saw him. And yet there iy
something In his eye that denotes tlml
strength of the volecano. I belleve if he!
were forced to it in a physical mixuni
he wonid be an foe to be greatly feared,
for he is physically as it ns a riddle. |
I never heard him preach-—after meest-
ing him I would llke to listen to him
from & pew. But I bellave that he in as
gincere and honest In his raligious
methods as I would certainly find him
as a frlend, nelghbor or ecompanlon.

It must be true that he iz sensational
in his pulpit utterances and actions.
From his appearance you would naver
for a moment doubt that whatever he
does he does with his might. Nelther
would you doubt that he would do the
unexpected at the unexpected time, just
as when he was w ballplayer he used
to astound, confound and dumfound his
adversaries on the diamond by stealing

‘ ¥

n bese or-perhaps stealing home Hrlrnu!hnr— whose husbhnande hnvi )
was not an ordinary routine ballplayer { brought bha to t m from the Eros-
—he never could be a routine, dry-as- (shop by Billy;: | would like, before mnk-
dust preacher., 1 Iimagine whatover ‘h-“-lir:g_ up my verdict, to take the lv~‘1—|
does e does with all his might and | mony of i of those waywnard sis-
strongth and energy—and he has ullller:: to who Billy has brought pences
of these to burn. arnd comfort and restors

Before 1 condemn him for his pul-|*clothed and in their right m
pit methods 1 would ke to Interview |their parents and to the world
# few thousand of the hundred thou- For after all | is in the minlsliry
pand whom he has led to the foot of |as In everything else—it s results that |
the cross: I would like to talk with alcount. Billy Sunday has been the

mo st |

few of the many thousand wives and !|successful evangellst of the liast decade,

auntis
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Being Taken by Preacher.

“MA” SUNDAY DECIDES MATTERS
'OF BUSINESS FOR HER HUSBAND

Evangelist and Wife Are as Happy as Newlyweds on Honeymoon at Their Summer Home—M uch-Needed Rest Is

BY J. D. THOMISON. When discussing aome tople of
OOD RIVER, Or.,, Jungt 1§ —{(Spe- | ext his face lights up with the
H cial.)—To every appearance as | Billy Bunday animation and he is
happy as a bride and bride-| to let drop some !;rf '.I'-|'~I;
groom spending their honeymoeon| Plirases that have had mueh -
g - 5 e : e making his sermons famous [
days. Rev. W. A. SBunday, better kno geems tired, his face zshowing the

to the people of the United States as

of much work, but the 10 days of op

Billy Bunday. the evangelist, and “Ma" | air life under the blue sky of the 5
Sunday, his helpmeet, whone sympathy cade reglon are bringing back the
roses to his cheeks and he savs he will

and assistance have made possible his
success in tha religious work, are
spending thelr vacation on the Sunday
ranch in the Odell district of the Hood
River Valley. F'¢r the time being they
are forgetting the outside weorld, plny-

be fit when the Summer dayvs are over.

Billy and Wife Pile Hay.
When the writer called
day place, Billy and
both armed  with
windrowse of rich ¢l

oitel
Pl

ing &8 would children there within the
bounds of their idyllic, rustic surround- (8ame tlme enter
ings George Cochran, of

g - - Water Commissioner

The devil may consider the Summer P I,';”ncdil:“l.l.l.t “,.\’,,‘
truce time and sccordingly work over- | . cericinl business, !
time among the blg human vinevards |his respects and to invite Reéy
gcattered around the Nation. But with |10 deliver a sermon st the
Biily Sunday there i8 no truce, for he |Oregon city. Numbers ol .H..c.llh

3 L ‘ney s iny ran

charauterizes his vacation days as just J“':I'.“J‘!l:_“-’ It?l(:n lh::.;i":-«lm\l-.-l.i - <
a part of “the day’s work.” He is tak- | o 00 Sivel anvbody an
ing it easy at his Summer home to re- |he has talked the matte
cuperate from the toils of the past | his wife They are pariners, 5
busy ®eason. speaking. Mr. Sunday told Mr, Coch

- R - 1 to walt till he had discussed the invi

t Badly % ed. tation with his wife. And whila

The numerous recent sermons at | yigitor was away getting a pite
Philadelphia and Paterson, N. J., made Bllly and "Ma¥ soon setilad th -
an lnroad on the mnervous eénergy of the | 1.r "and the both of them together - |
dynamic preacher and a fortnight ago. | .lined Mr. Cochran's inwvitation, Mr
when he and his family started post- Sunday glving the réasons, and tihus
haste to the invigorating climate of they handle all of their business,

COregon a rest was badly needed. The Bil

Sunday ranch is not just

“But I can see the benefits already,” |5 show pla but It is belng made t
he suya, I am already feeling fine. |return a profit. The evangelist woulc
The faet that we come all the WABY |no doubt makes a practicsl farmer,
across the continent every Yyear 10 [he show that he s not afraid of w
spend our vacation weeks here in Hood nnd his ¢ cussions on methods of
River Valley shows Just what we think | Jucting a farm evidence a knowled

of the henithful gqualities of Oregon at-
mosphere.”

From many of the printed press re-
ports of the activities of the Rev. Mr

the work. For the past four yeur
space between fhe rows of apple
on his place has beén made to ¥i
many hundreds of bushels of fine corn

Sunday. one golng for a visit with him |Tie¢ and Mr. Helzer were ploneers n |
might expect his conversation to be|the corn husiness here. People drove

filled at times with vehement expres- |ont inte the wvalley just to =ace ths
slons. But when talking to the Hood | ripening maize. ‘The success with
River people who call on him the |which the graln was srown, along with
evangelist is no more dramatic than |the boosting the O.-W. R. & N. Co. has

the ordinary man in his conversation. |given corn culture, has been effoctive
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