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12 DUiLDING OF "ftiE PANAMA
Major-Genera- lj George Goethals

Governor of the Panama Gvnal

r

" ofs Corns?? zWron Cfu Zr-ffoz-
cro.

Editorial Xote: Tn last irfek's Installment where and his "yarns" furnish cause
ef hU own story of the buildin? of the Pan- - , discontent. Of course, we also hadama Canal, General Ooethals told of somo
of the administrative problems he was called with us the men whose, servipes were
upon from time to time to' face because the rot appreciated at the value placed by
human element is uncertain inan quantity themselves- -. this class was nopeiess, andthe building of a work so monumental as
the Panama Canal. He recounted some or i lie oiuy uuije mac. couia oe K i veil wa
the difficulties he had to overcome In hous
lnff tho working force how the questions
of quarters- and furniture were a continual
source of complaint. In this, the closim?
installment of his story, he tells of various
other problems fhat were forced upon him
by obstreperous human nature, and how he
disposed of them.)
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ment it. force had to be sult in atrocities destruction
won oyer or new regime would beyond that Belgian knew. "AH this
in failure. At that gathering I made must work caution rather than' Na- -
certain promises, I kept the faith; poleonic methods at 'the outset.

Press Moulder of Public Opinion
1S2 4 we Americans overthrew the to their selfishness. A party manager

INlegislative caucus as a dominant working under the old system is con-pow- er

In politics, and the field stantly in pointing out to his
open for the party: machine. Today we followers how their personal interests
are overthrowing- - the parly machine would be advanced by some measure or
and are leaving field to some candidate. A newspaper or er

press. And according as azine that should adopt .this nolle v
overindulgence. and the ..men. after press its new power for or would soon find its influence confinedtney had satisfied their thirst, went to good will the results of the referendum within a limited circle. The general
their homes or about their business. and the direct primary, and other sim- - public would suspect, and rightly sus- -

The ministers employed by Com- - ilar agencies of modern democracy be pect, that a measure which one group
mission, "and others, protested also evil or good.
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of voters was urged to support on
licenses within the The organization of public purely selfish grounds would, be ofzone, . occasionally letters. or the by the news-paper- s of by the doubtful benefit to the community an

subject reached us . from United party managers certain distinct a whole. A journalist, may himself
States.. The work of earth and obvious advantages. In first often be to support certain meas- -
earthy, and men engaged on It were place it involves a more direct appeal or certain candidates for reasons
more of the sinning class than saints, to public opinion. A newspaper of self-intere- st. his appeal to his
We. employed the ministers to look owes its power to fact that its readers for support must be based .on
after spiritual welfare of our readers think as its editor wishes them broader grounds' this In order to
pie, and I suggested them that if to think. Their opinion may be right be effective.
they, would make the more saintly or wrong. The evidence presented to are the patent and obvious ad-- -
through their teachings labors them may be complete or incomplete, vantages having the organization of
among them the saloons would But opinion is in case a real popular opinion placed in hands of
pear without necessity of adminis- - opinion, based . on an examination of the press. They are so fundamental In
trative action. long as liquor was important evidence. character that we are sometimes
so easily purchasable In the terminal In next place, this, opinion is tempted to overlook the disadvantages
cities, I much preferred that the sa- - formed' in the open, instead of being and dangers with which this process is
loons be kept, in the .zone, where our 'shaped by secret conferences, as was attended. very fact that makes
men could remain under the observa- - so often under the appeal of press an almost ideal
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closed, and later, after discussing done by their opponents to try to himself to legitimate methods of
question with the Secretary of War, prove that it is unfair. Government fluence he realizes Bagehot's ideal of

Henry L. Slimson, I agreed that at by newspapers is government by dis-- government by discussion. If he
expiration of term the

1913 the saloonsof Through Pres- i- at Empire,
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cussion. It is perhaps the only form of it wrongly, and leads his readers to act
government . by discussion which, is on imperfect information, he not only
practicable in a large community. turns the' action of the Government

In the third place, the call which the into wrong channels, but he effects the
newspaper makes upon its readers al- - more permanent and disastrous harm
most necessarily takes the form of an of poisoning public opinion at Its
appeal to their judgment rather than Eourc-.-r-Nort- h" American lieview. "


