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PORTLAND, SUNDAY, JUNE 6, 1615
WILL SPEAK FOR THE WEST.

The opinion of the West on swater-
power legisiation wiil be expressed
by the conference of delegates repre-
senting twelve stamws which s to meset
in Portland in Bapiember, not by con-
ferences pacled with Government of-
ficinls and with sdvocates of the Fin-
chot policy of conservation. The readi-
ness with which eleven other states
have accepted Oregon's invitation is
&n earnest of thelr deep inoterest In
the =ubject. We may expect from
the conference a clear, firm stateoment
of the right of the states to control
their own water and the declaration
of & policy for the maintenance of
that right. The West can fairly ate-
tack the policy embodled in the Fer-
ris bill on the grounds of both state
rights and public expediency.

The Ferris bhill viplates the rights of
the states becsuse it assumes to dis-
pose of the property of ths states
Couorts, hoth Federal and state, have
repeatedly declared that the waters of
ench sinte are the property of that
state, subfect to disposition according
ta jts own Jlaws. The Ferris bill
makes o pretense of recognixing this

right by providing that persons or
corporations which obtaln leases of
Government power sites must first

ohiain water rights under stats law.
Xet tha provisions of" {k‘be. state Jaws
are such that no person can comply
with them until he has obtained =a
power site and ha® made expenditores
on improvemants which no man in his
sanses would make until he has a
clear Tight to the land for his enter-
prise. The Ferris bill also proposes-
1o exact rental for both land and
water (o be fixed by the Secretary of
the Interior and to be pald to the
Federnl Govermment, although the
water belonge to the state. The ratio
af land value to water value is about
one to fifty, but the Ferriz bill pro-
poses to hand over to the stite only
ona-half the revenue and to re-
strict the wuses to which this half
shall be applied. The states deny the
right of ihe Government to dispose
of their property and of it= Income,
There 18 grave question whelher
the Nution hes a right to leasws the
publie domaln without the consent of
the states. When the Western =tales
were admitied they agreed not to tax
the public domaln or to “interfere
with the primary disposal of the -soil
within the same by the United States™
but nt the tima that sgreement was
made the established polley of the
Government was to transfer the pub-
e domain tb private owners. That
wns the policy when the original
thirtean states organized the Union.
In accordance with that policy pracs
tically all the puoblic land east of the
Misgour! Rlver and most of the land
between the Missouri River and the
Rocky Mountalns has passed into pri-
vate ownership. It & an established
principle of law that all new states
shall be sdmitted to thek TUnlon on
terms of equality with the already
existing siates. If the policy of leas-
ing be substituted for that { selling
or giving public lund, the Western
=tfates are placed in a position of per-

of

manent Inequality with the other
stutes. A large proportion of thelr
area is exempt from stile taxsation
and from the operation of state laws
relating to property rights, but the
states must bear the burden of en-
foreing ecriminal law within these
areas, How serious isx this burden
cin be conceived from the fact that

60 per cent of the area of Oregon ia
in the publlc domain and is therefore
exempt from taxation.

The Waestern states aoceptad the
terms of thelr several enabling acts
on the tacit understanding that the
eondition dcseribed was only to be

temporary and that the public domain
would gradually pass into private
hands, becoming subfect to state taxa-
tion and state law, as fast as ssttlors

appeared o occupy and develop it
The Jeasing of publlc land would
change the conditions governing o

contract after the contract was made.
Thia has been held 2 violation of
equity by the courts In controversies
betwaen citizens. The same rule
should apply between the Unlon and
tis member-states Permanent adop-
tion of the leasing policy would place
the Western states in a position of
paermanent Inferiority to thoma states
which have full sovereign powor over
their antire area. The Western states
would be retained in a specles of ter-
ritorial tutelage which is inconsistent
with their equality as soversigns with
tther states,

Waere It possible 1o remove these
serious objections to the Ferris bill,
its adoption would be unwise on

grounds of expediency. That bill pro-

pusts o entrust to the Secratary of
the Interior the. decision -as to "the
tarms on which power sites should
be leased. He cannot possibly be fa-
miliar with local conditions In all the
states concernad, which' Include the
entlra area from tha Rocky Moun-
tains westward., The office will be

accupled by officials changing every
four vears, no one of whom Is lkely
to follow hisz pfedecessor's policy. The
Sacretary must attend to these Jduties
in conjunction with many others and
must mnecessarily delegate a Ilarge
part of his duoty to spbordinates
These subordinates are apt to be bu-
reaucrats who know nothing of the
West from practical experience r
eyven observation. Men are not lkely
to he willing to Invest capital In powar
entarprines when they are to be sub-
ject to the changing policles of chang-
ing officlals.

Further, the effect of leasing by
the Government wonld be to enlarge
stil]l further a gentralized bursaucracy
at Washingtor which i= already
swollen to unwieldy size. This ma-
china has grown to proportions which
render it inafficient and slow in op-
eration. . It performs unsatisfaotorily
the duties which (it has siready under-
taken and could with advantage be

\

given less instead of more works The
administration of water power can be
conducted by the states with better
results both to the Government and
to the states under a general law gov-
erning the diaposal of Government
power sites, Buch & law can contain
ample safegnards against that im-
providence of which the Pinchotites
wrongly accuse the states, Machinery
has already been provided by the
states for grant of water rights and
for vontral of public utilities and is
in effective operation.

The West condemns the Ferris hill
becauss ft violatea state rights and
because it is vicious in itself. Now is
the time for the West to unite for a
fight to the 2nd against Federal usur-
pation and centralized bureaucracy.
With unlted forces the West can win
and tan bresk the deadlock which
has arrasted development,

WASTING DOLLARS,

The annual cost of meters—main-
tenance, depreciation, interest, record-
ing and billing—is about $2.560 each
per vear. 'Thesa are the figures given
by E. G. Hopson, ‘an engineer, and
they are not disputed, Not o single
one of these jtems ls necessary under
the flat-rate system, although the
superfluous business of billing flat-
rate consumers |5 now the practice.
There is no good reasom why.

The cost of meters for the city will
be from $400,0 to $500,000, with-an
additional maintenance <ost of at
least $100,000 per annum.

There is not even the excuse of
patronizing home industry to be made
for the meter venture, since the me-
ters are brought from the East. Not
a dollar, except for labor and Inci-
denta] cost of Instsllation, is expend-
ed in Portland. :

Who benefits by the 2500,000 in-
vestment and the $100,000 fixed an-
nual charge? Who pays it?

The reason advanoced for meters is
that they prevent waste by saving
water. There is no excuse for waste
under any scheme, and 1t can be re-
duced to a minlmum under any prop-
er svetaem of inspection.

Portland does not need to =ave
water, But it cought 16 usa wWalsr
freely, when there are enormous
quantifies to use.

Under the speclous plea that he

would mot waste the people's water,
Commiesioner Daly coolly proposes to
wasta their money.

THE SLOTHFUL AND #Hi5 GARBAGE.
Practically 1he only excuse for
shouldering the expenss of a munici-

pel garbage system les In the fact
that accumulations of garbage are
nelther pleasant nor healthful, yet

some persons permit garbage to ac-
cummulate,

But it seems that there ought to be
soms way to compel the neglectlful to
observe ordinary sanitary precautions
such =as disposition of table refuse,
and still not Impose a large additionnl
burden upon taxable property.

The fact ‘that garbage collection is
free will mot cause any Jeas need of
inspection of premises unless it be as-
sumed that no brake Is to be placed
upon the collection process. Garbage
collection must be systematized. The
collector cannot hunt fer it or go
into out-of-the-way places for it. The
person so slothful as to let garbage
accumulate in his basemant at pres-
ent will be still so slothful under free
collection that he must be forced to
care for it In such manner that the
collectors can get it readily and reg-
ularly.

Enforcement of existing laws will
g0 as far toward preventing danger
to the public health from garbage as
will & properly conducted garbage
collection system. Moreover, it will
be far less costly,

MAKING DEALS IN THE BALEKANS,

Russia’s logss of Przemysl ls the cli-
max of the series of disasters she has
suffered beginning with the battls on
the Dunajec River. It comes at a
most critical polnt for the fortunes
of Russia and her allles, for Rou-
mania and Bulgarin seesn to be on
the verge of settling .tbetr tarritorial
disputes and, if Greece will but failin
line, of joining Russia In her attack
on Austria, and Britain and France
in thelr attack on Turkey. Prudencs
may deter them from golng to the
relief of a beaten army, but a longer
view of their nterests may prompt
them to quick decision, for Austro-
GCerman victory would end their hopes
of expansion at the cost of either Aus-
tria or Turkey. Italy was not deterred
from joining the alllancs by the spec-
tacle of Russia's army driven from
the Dunajec to the San, znd Rou-
mania, Bulgaria and Greece may be
no more resiralned by Austria's To-
covery of Przemysl

The mnegotiations under way be-
tween Roumania, Bulgaria, Serbla
and Greece promise 10 undo the swork
of the Austrian intriguss which
brought aboutl the second Balkan war
and which provoked hitter enmity be-
tween Bulgaria und her recent allles,
The originel Balkan alliance gave
Northern Albania to Serbia, Southern
Albania to Greece and the bulk of
Macedonia to Bulgaria. By a threat
of war Austria deprived Serbla and
Greece of Albanin. They then claimed
compensation in Macedonia at Bul-
garia's expense, and Bulgaria began
the second war., Alarmed aut Austria's
bacldng of Bulgaria, Roumania broke
rway from Austrian influence and be~
came amenable to that of Russia, She
joined Serbia and Greece in the war
which caused Bulgaria to lose Moce-
donla to thosa two states, and the
Dobrudscha to Roumamia. She also
lost nearly all the territory she had
won in Thrace, and Greece took Seres
and Kavala, Aegeéean ports which had
been in dlspute.

Bulgaria now clailms the return of
!l that was taken from her at that
time; in short, she asks for the un-
deing of all that Austrian Interference
then did. Roumania and Serbia are
willing to make considerable conces-
slions in Mocedonia and on the Dane-
ube, for tha former hopes to recoup
herself at Austria’s expensé and the
latter In Albania, but prograss of the
allied diplomats is blocked by the
Quoen of Greece, who {8 the Kalser's
sister, as It was when Venizelos was
Premier. The latter advocated the
cession of the distiriet between the
Struma and the Mesta Rivers with
Kavala to Bulgaria, the alliles guaran-
teeing to Greece SBmyrna and {3 hin-
terland. King Constantine consent-
ad, but finally repudiatad the Kavala
concession.

The game of diplomacy is Deing
played keenly in the Balkans by Ger-
many as well as by her enemies. Bul-
guaria holds out for her price, for, un-
like the other states, she cannot ob-
tain compensition alsewhere for con-
cessions sho makes in the Balkan pen-
insuln. Roumania can make large
gains in Transylvania and Bukowinsa,
Serbia In Albania, Bosnla, Herzego-
vina and Dalmatia, Greeco in Asis

Minor, but the most Bulgaria can
hope for Is to regain what she lost in

1913 with Thracé down tc the Enos-
Midia line. The allies have most to
offer, and the principal restraining in-
Auence must be doubt of thelr Anal
victory and fear of German-Austrian
vengeanse. Hence the players watch
the fortunes of war and see Germany
score in Galleia, while the allles acore
on the Dardanelles. The latter scene
of operatibns has more direct inter-
est for Bulgaria and Greece, Tor that
way Iie the spolls of war for them.

YOUR CHOIOE.

If you havé ' a sscond choice or o
third choire, vote 1L

But if you have no second cholce
or third choice, do not vote It

There s nothing compulgory about
gecond and third cholee voting. It
is optional with the elector &8 to
whether he shail thus cast an alterna-
tive ballot,

It ought to be clear to the voter
that in case of a cloke alection, sec-
ond and third cholee votes will de-
cide.

By voting for a candidate an zec-
ond choice, or third chaolce, therefore,
when the votey has no such choles, or
when he i= actually opposed to such
a candidate, he may nld in defenting
his own first cholce candidate.

Do mot vote elther as first, second
or third cholice for any man whom
you are not willing to elect as City
Commissioner,

THE CLUBWOMEN.

Persong who attended d@ny of the

sesxion® of the blenninl council of the
Nutional Feleration of Women's
Clubs in Portland miust have noticed
the precision and grace with which
the officials conducted thelr business.
Prompt, ready far every emergency,
shrewd and decisive, they made the
programme move onward without
hitch or friction, swhile at the same
time everybody was pleased. Even
the delegate who wanted to speak and
could not accepted her fate smilingly,
knowing that It was all for the best.
The officials have been chosen from na
membership of 2000000 women n
the local clubs by o proceas of rig-
orous selection, and are naturally of
axceptional grace and abllity, but the
visitor could scarcely help noticing a
wonderful slartness and ready wit
among the delegates on the Tfloor.
There may have been some of that
timidity and shrinking fudiity which
is supposed to be characteristic of
wamen, but if there was It was not
visible or audible. The speseches were
delivered with exquisite clarity and
point, and the presence of the spask-
&rs avas as competent and dignified as
one ever sees In public meetings ot
any assembly in the world,
We mention these matters not so
much to compliment the women as to
emphasize the progreéss they are mak-
ing In public life. Just as the voice
and manner of an individual betray
unmistakebly his origin and eflupa~
tion, so the conduact of a business
meating gguges the competence of
thosé who take part In It. The busi-
ness which came before the council
in the course of the Portland seesions
woas as varied as our National Nfs. It
Is easy to remember a time when
women's c¢lubs were principally con-
cerned with literature and art. The
liternture was not espécially vital and
the art was of the sort that one can
discover in cyclopedias. Nothing of
this sterile effort is discoverable In
modern club proceedings. The women
still cultivate Hterature and art. We
thfnk few audfences ever listened to
a more Iimpressive address on the
charms of poelry and the great drama
than Mrs. Winters delivered at one of
the afternoon sessions. She not only
knows about literasture, but she
knows the thing itsalf, which is far
better. Her quotations from the
Greek dramatists and the mmodern
poats exemplified that kKind of liter-
ary study which pays heavily in the
enrichment of the mind and the uplift
of the soul.

But the aotivities of the women's
clubs have axtended far beyond these
interests. Their horlzons have wid-
ened in every direction of late years
What subject can one think of that
they did not discuss at the meeotings of
the council? Eduecatlon, the conser-
vation ‘of forests and human life, the
welfare of cltles, eugenics, the hoalth
af school children, nothing human is
allen to the keen inteliigence and eén-
lightaned sympathy of these women.
The problems of war ami peace par-
ticularly claimed their attention. "Dr.
Jordan's advanced ideas on the pre-
vention of war were addressed to
minds that had already pondered the
subjsct deeply. The audience that
heard his views were prepared o
walgh theam as well as to apprecizste
his philesophy and sympathize with
his broad hurmanitarianism. Not
évary man who sardently longe for
peace is propared to tell® us how to
sacure it. A very diffsrent note wans
gtruck by Mrs. J. D, Bherman, of Chi-
cago, who plaaded for a breezier out-
door IMe and the wholesome demo-
eratic Influencea that would flow from
it. The cult of the forests and moun-
tains was her theme. Bport, adven-
ture, tha charm of scenic beauty and
the exhaustiess TYountains of heslth
for mind and body that flow from the
great ontdoor world were the melodles
she gvaked. And it was Interesting to
observe that the delegates to the coun-
cil were as much fascinated by her
text wnd its elaboration a8 by the more
spectacular wisifons of internationsl
politics. They exhibited that genuine
catholleity of Interest awhich culture
in its best meaning bestows. The
most severe ¢ritic of the women dele-
gates could not accuse them of any

AATTOWNASSE,

Dr, Lillian Irwin's paper on eugen-
ez lad into #till another line of
thought. Again and again the old

idea oame out during the séssjons that
an ounce of prevention {8 worth rans
of cure. Governor Lister expressed it
In his remarks ‘upon emploving pris-
oneaers, It was the gist of ail that wag
said about the welfars of school ¢hil-
dren. Whet 12 an qducation worth
that rulns their bodles and duolis their
brains? What s there to say for a
home life that turns them out upon
the woarld Ignorant, diseased and
teeming with corimingl proclivities?
LIt Is to the credit of the women that
they shirked none of thess questions
All weara faced boldly, and 1f awe must
still walt for definitive answers, that
Is the fault of science itself rather
than of thede eager students. Dr. LN-
lian Irwin sees thé solution of many
& soclal problem In the development
of eugente teaching and_ legisiation.
She holds it to be perfectly clemr that
the law can help immensely to pre-
vént undesirable marringes and tHus
keep out of the world a great host of
¢hildren who can never bs of any
“benafit to society. Te dare say We
have not yet heard the Iast of thi=
subject of applying seléctive principles
to birth. It s one of those vital quas-
tions that cannot be suppressed, Shajl
we fAnally make up osur minds that

thers are too many peopls in the

waorld and that it would be better ta
have a smaller population of better
stock? Dr. Jordan made much in his
extremely illuminative address of the
value of “chosen strains.'” He pointed
out the undeninble fact that the world
owes to these exceptional strains in
the human and animal races all the
advances it has made. If we permit
them to be killed off In war, If we per-
mit them to be swamped by the count.
less progeny of the scrub breads,
where shall we turn for hope and
progress? It is one of the finest signs
of the times that the women's clubs
ars studying siich qu na as thaesa.

LIFE OF JITNEYS NOT INVOLVED.

Irf one will imagine Portland o oity
without streetcars one will be better
able to consider the jitney ordinance
on Its merits. The jitney i5 a trans-
portation device pretending to be a
public utility. Yet it is operated with-
out regurd for public safety or con-
vénience. Thera are exceptions, but
this is the rule.

A clty without streetecars would nmot
tolerate such a service a moment. The
publlé would demand to ‘know that
after it had accustomad itself to a
service over certaln routes the cars
would not be withdrawn without no-
tice and the public left to walk, the
cars to resume the routes when the
owners felt so ineclined.

But we have the street rallway, If
the jitneys abandon a route for a Tew
hours or a day or two ths public 1§
not inconvenienced. It falls back on
the streetears. We regulate the street
raflways by specifying a minimum
service in the Tranchise. We rezulats
other rallways by placing over them a
state commission with power to re-
quire a service consistent with volume
of traffic, -

There 18 no particular virtue in the
Jitney which justifies its operation as
an unregulated public utility—unreg-
ulated as to service, fares, mechanical
defects, incompetency of drivera or
interforence with other traffic.

The ordinance will regulate jltneys
in the particulars mentioned. it is
not severe in itz tarms. It will per-
mit the jitneys to live, else FPortland
iz far dJdifferent from other cities.
Flsewhere they have not been put out
of business by mudh mors stringent
regulation.

THE LIVE FORCE IN OUR POETRY.

Goorge Santayana, the Harvard
philosopher, wriles In a dlscouraged
mood about American poatry. The ar-
ticle of his to which we refer is In
the current number of the New Re-
publit. He closes it with the remark
that *“the average human, gentael
person with a heart, a morality and
a religion iz left for the moment with-
out any poetry o give him pleasure
or 4o him honor,” This implies that
snch poetry ns we have nowadays (s
not svritten for the delight or honor of
“genteel persons” with the usual char-
acteristics,. Most of It 1s, in fact, po-
etry with a purpose, and It is written
for the mob who arae far from being
genteel and whose religlon is too neb-
ulous for clear expression. We can
discern vague foreshadowings of their
creed in the clouds of the human sky,
and from thelr aspect we may make
up our minds that it willl Include a
groat many things sadly foreign to the
older creeds, such things as justlce,
decent treatment for workingmen and
all women, and the like. But what
form of words the creed will clothe
itself wwith and whether it will be in
prose or verse nobody is able te say
Just yet.

The most notlicaable fact about our
current pdetry is that it is full of Walt
Whitman's influence. The form of
expression and the tone of thought
and feeling are so manifestly his that
we do not understand how Professor
Santayana could write that “‘the man-
ner of the great mystical tramp has
not taken root.” It certainly has taken
root.and is more alive than any other
tree In the literary forest. We sus-
pect Professor Bantayana of a little
shortsightedness, a disease which has
always afMlicted the Harvard sages and
most others along the Atlantic Coaxt,
He cannot see anything In the coun-
try westward of the Atlantic fog llmit.
If he could he would begin to appre-
ciate more exactly what Walt Whit-
man's genius is dolng for our litera-
ture. ‘“The Spoon River Anthology,”
for example, which 1s a tyrpleal poetry
book of the day, spaaks with the volce

and heart of “the great mystical
tramp.”” It seems to us that Professor
Santayana  makes another mistake
ahbout Walt Whiiman when he says

that “the good, gray poet” was “sim-
ply mystical, missing the artlculation
of the great world as well as the con-
structive mind of his own aAge and
country.” In the same mistnken way
he says again that Whitman supposed
“swvhat was vital in America was only
what was absolutely modern and na-
tive."” This shows how little our great-
est poet |8 understood in our biggest
university.

Whitman was not a schglarly mun,
but he nevér made the blunder of
desplaing the treasures of ths mind
and soul that have come down Lo ua
out of the past. He declared his in-
dependence of the elder teachers, but
it doea not follow that he sc¢ornad
tham. Whitman's gospel was, llke
Jefferson's, that the earth belongs to
the 1iing, not to the dead, a gospel
that the modern Italinna have adopt-
ed in =pite of all thelr monuments and
rulns. But he was willing to take
from the departed all they could giva
that swvould help him livae his own lifs,
and he says so more than once In his

poems. The charge that Whitman
was “‘not constructive™ misses the
mark badly. Whoever thinks the

poet was “simply mystieal” without a
bold on practieal questions and com-
struotiva thought cannot have rend
him understandingly. We should not
be much surprised to lesrn that Pro-
fessor Santayvapa had not vead him
at 411, The Harvard intalligence has
5 high and mighty way of dealing
with such phenomena as Whitman,
It passce judgment on them wlithout
the formiality of a trial, assuming that,
inasmiuch &8 they never graduated at
Harvard, no trial is needed. The
triith is that we find In Whitméan the
germs of all our eurrent constructive
thought. He foresaw the course de-
moeracy would take long before any
other pllot.

Whitman wrote before the United
Btates« had become a solidly united
Nation. The couniry was an assem-
blage of seml-independant states, each
feellng its own sovereignty a great
deal more vividly than the sovereignty
of the Feaderal Covernment. But that
did nmot keep him from proclalming
the doctrine of National unity with
‘‘barbaric yawps” It was his delizht
to call the mén of the East, West,
North and Souith together ln the audi-
ence hall of the imagination and
preach the oneness of the country te
them. He had outgrown sectional
distinetions vears bafore anybody
elsa bBut Lincoln had got 50 far.
While the tinny New England poats

wera still tinkling their little lays,
with longing side glances toward
England for approval, Walt Whitman
had become conscious of our larger
Iife and begsun to sing our world-
wide destinies. The New Englanders
did not know what he was driving
at then and they do not understand
him now, byt the country Is growing
up to his measure and his fame =
sure enouzgh. Take again the matter
of wamen's suppression, which has
forced our generation into another
constructive march, Whitman gsaw
the, wrong of it all and ptroclaimed
the doctrine or llberty for them ut a
tima when such poets as Longfellow
and Lowell did not know that women
had any minds, The most recent ex-
pressions of. “feminiem™ in the cur-
rent magazines dare but weak dilutions
of Whitman's mighty aphorisms,
Finally, take the gospel of the “triple
man,” awhich our friends of the Y. M.
C. A, maks o much of. They tell
us we are not merely minds or sonls
or bodies, but all thres, and that one
part of us is just as noble and worthy
of euitivation as another. In Whit-
man's day religion had not become
so sensible yet. It was our pulpit
and literary fashion to reduce man-
kind to souls as nearly disembodied
ns elrcumstances allowed. Whitman
boldly announrced that the body was
as clean as tbc scul and just as dear
to God: Ha scandalized the chaste
New Englanders. Emerson shivered
and cried, “Avaunt,” but the country
has made up its mind that Whitman
wus about right.

PFROGRESSIVE PRESBYTERIANS,

The Presbyterisn General Assembily
hus wisely declded to let Union Theo-
logical Seminary *“gang its ain galt."
It would have been wiser still had it
done 80 long ago. The theory that
the seminsry was legally bound to
ohey the guthority of the Geneérsl As-
sembly has turned out to be a fiction.
It is by its constitution independent
and is not obliged to bow to any ex-
ternal theoclogical soverelgn., The af-
frirs of Union Seminary have come
pariodlically beforse the General As-
sembly on oné ground or ancther and
huave sometimes been handled dis-
craetly, often foolishly, The complete
sevarance of a tia which never really
existed should bring rellef all around.

The old enemy of the seminary is
a man named ¥Fox, a Presbyterian
preacher who seems to have Deen a
Hitles too cantankerous to keep a pul-
pit. He has no pastoral cares and o
he can glve all his time to stirring up
trouhle, an employment which he ap-
pears to delight in. His latest move
was to present new charges against
tha seminary, accusing it of heresy
naturally, and urging the General As-
sembly to refuse its graduntes the
privilage of occupying Preshyterian
pastornties,

it is cheering to learn that Mr. Fax’
Iatest schema has come to naught.
The General Assembly acknowledges
that It has no Jurlsdiction over the
seminary and thus washes Ha hands
of thse misérable business of heoresy
hunting. No doubt the progreéas of
enlightened ideas in the church Is
largely acecountable for this action.
Had a majority of tha Assembly
wished to torment heretics aufficlent
grounds for It could hava been found
readlly enough. The eancouraging
fact is that the majorilty preferred
peace and brotherly harmony. There
is no historic or theological reason
why the Presbyterian Church should
be & reoactionary body. Tts founder,
John Calvin, was one of the most pro-
grassive men of hig day and his apirit
has usually been dominant among
Presbytarinne. almost everywhers ox-
cept in parts of the United States,

The Scotoh Presbyterians have been
among the ploneers in Biblieal eriti-
cizm. The English Prasbyterian
Chureh has produced great scholars
in the modern sSense. In the United
States the prevailing spirit was some-
what narrower for a2 time. Just as
our iawyers thought they must
adors the English common law with
all its barbarities exactily as it came
across the weater, so the Presbyterians
clung to "the old standards'’ as they
called the antiguated British theology
they had Imported long ago. Happlly
this colonlal feeling 18 now. evaporat-
ing. The various Presbyterian bodies
have censed to throw excessive em-
phasis on the trifling differences of
their theology and are coming to-
goether In one great union which
promises to include the Northern,
the Southern and the Cumberlnnd
branches, Thia s a good thing for
the ¢hur¢h and for the cause which
it cherishes.

POISONOUS GAS AS A WEATON.

The horror with which the world
learned of the sinking of the Lusi-
tania was equaled In Europe by that
which was Inspired by the use of
polsonous gas in the last atiack by the
Germans on the allies near Ypres.

The terrible effects of this gas are
described by a British army surgeon
2t the front in Flanders, who, in writ-
ing to & friend, was at 2 loss for lun-
guage adequately to express hls indig-
nation. He savs that “never In the
oourse of experiénces in savage wir-
fars with the tribes of the Soudan,
Agshanti, Northern Indin, etc., have I
met with cases of Inhuman torture to
equal this poisonous gas procedure
of the Germans.'

He thus describes the effects of the
gEns:

it is, in fact, a slow and painful prooass
of drowping, brought ahdéut by total destruc-
tlon of the lung-tinsue, most éasily realized
by the lhy mind by comprring It with the
effecta of Injecting & burning acrtd MNold istoe

thée lungw, and 8o klNiag »our victim by
long-drawn-out, palnrul suffocstion

According to this writer, the Ger-
mans hnd heen earafully préeparing a

defenss for the usa of gas. Thay
charged the allies with having first
used It and thus justified their own

use of it as reprisals. The surgeon
weé have gquoted says it cannot be a
roprisal for pretended British use of
gas nt Neuve Chapells, becaunse of
““the eclaborate apparatus employad
and the organization neceszary Tfor
such exténsive operations.” He then

says, ns showing how deliberately the
Gormans mada up their case:

1 now realiss why so man offlotra and
ment amongst the wounded O.-man prison-
ery al Neuve Chapells eomplained of vomlit-
ing and asphyxlation from the offects of
the tumes of aur shells: T always thought
they wore Iying. as théy ate and drank iilke
Trofans, and ona can but conclofa their
utories were prompted by those gullty of
organizing this Iatest bl6t on Buropein
civiligation,

In reply to the charge that the al-
lies first ussd gas, he sava:

Let the world know we umad Iyddlis,
which Iz pormitied by the laws of war, and
though close proximity does glve you A sllglhit
bhealdache ft certalnly does not asphyxiate,
and s effects wepr off In n faw inutes,
This [ can staté from personal axparianco,
With regard 4 men vomiting fram  the
ceffodta of Ivddite mhelle, 1 fancsy much of
thisn Ir due o connuesion; A high-espioalve
ehell = sapt o Bive you o nasty jar 4t the
Lans of the skull, and s» the ovndussion
weoarn off nausen frequently supervenes. Bul
the Germans anlso use high explosive shells:
80 on that ground wa ara eqeal, and the
weakness of their cialin lo use palsonous
48 By a reprianl i obvious,

The effects of the gas are more

graphically described by a correspond-
ent of the London Times, who went
to a hospital to ses some men swho
had Dbeen *““gassed™ on HIill 60. He
sSays:

When we got 1o thes hosplial we had no
difficulfy in finding out In Aavhich ward the
men were, af thé nolse of the poor dovils
irying 1o got bLreath was sufficlent to direct
un, There were about 30 of the worst cosaes
In the ward, on mattresses, all mere or less
in a sitting position, propped up agalnst theo
walls,

Their faces, nrms, hands were of & shiny
grev-black color, with mouths open and
lead-glaxed eyes, all swaying slightly @
wards and forwards trylng to get bres
was a most appalling sight, all the
black faces, struggiing, et uggiing
. Thore is practicaliy ne g to
for them except to give (hem mali and w
to try to make them sigk

The effect the gas has la to 111 the lun

it

with a4 watery, frothy matter, which gra
ually increfs=es ond rises il It fiils up >
whole lungs and comes Up to the mouth;

then they die; It Is suffocation; nlow driwn.
ing, taking In some cases one or two days.

We have lost huondreds of men who ol
in the trenches, and over haif the men w
reached hosplital have died, Eight dled last
night out af the 20 I saw, and most of the
others I saw will die: while thossa who
ovar the gaoa Invariahly devalop acuto prnen-
momia. It Is without doubi the moat awful
form of sclantific torture, Not one of the
moen 1 saw In hospital had a scratah or
wound.

A German prisoner was csught with =a
respirator In his popikket: the pad Was an
alyzed and found to ¢pntaln hypo-sulphite of
soda with 1 per cent of some other sub-
ETAN O,

A report to the Belgian government
astates that the gases appear to huve
beseh of wvarlous Lkinds-— chlorine,
vapor of formol, nitrous vapors, sul-
phurous anhydride and a gas not yet
defermined, They are diffused by
fires lighted in front of the tranches,
the gases disengaged bédlng blown by
the wind; by carboys thrown by hand
or by mechanical means; by cylinders
releasing the gases through plipes:
and by shells containing gas. This
report says the Belgians have known

for soveral wecks that experiments
with asphy=xiating shells had Dbeen
made on dogs.

The British are alrendy devising
menns of defense agalnst this new
weapon., An Oxford man writes to
tha Times that a concentrated solu-
tion of ammonia sprinkled in or In
front of the trenches as the gas is
seen appropching or as soon as possi-
bie \after its presence is firat noticed,
would render chlorine or bromine gas
harmleas. The actlon of the ammo-
nla would form a thick white cloud,
Q. W. Blythe has offered to ralse a
gorpa of 2000 men from the mines

who will go to the front to use yarious
types of rescus appliances,

The hat feather may be attacked
with perfect safety. It cannot de
Itself and nobody cuan say a4 good word
for it. Unsightly on the street, it
a nulsance In public halls and & peril
in elevators. Mre. J. D, Sherman’s
vallant sajly wupon it should bring
about its spesedy disuse. i

nd

We shall today whether Mayor
Albes would be able to maike a living
as a pencil salesman in case he lost
his present job. Unless he his {orgot-

20¢a

ten the tricks he Jearned as an insur-
ance man, he should succeed,

Berlin is willing to pay for the
Gulflight. The Lusitania, mnot the |
Gulflight, is the Issue. Amnd money!
‘an't pay for the scores of American
men, women and children destroyed.

Many consider the dispensstion of
charity a Winter affair, which may
account for the slowness of growth
of the fund for present work. Need
knows no =asson,

If there was any *“bite” in the Wil-
#on note to Mexico, Carranza failed
to observe it. The semi-ultimatum ap-
pears o have overjoyved him and given
him fresh hope.

Profesgor Taft polnts to the danger

there would be In having a “jingo™
in the White House at this time. Won-
der who he's hinting about? And
why?

Possibly the person who stola a]l
the “literature” of a candidate a few
nights ago wanted something on

whicth to fizure estimates of the vote.

Roseburg shows her confldance
voting railroad bonds. There
Roseburg will have good tlmes. It's
just A matter of confidence.

Bryvan is keeéping mighty ow just

at this time when his life work as a
peacs propagamdist bids fair to get
knocked into a cocked hat.

A lot of gpontleman will be dizillu-
gloned tomorrow when the votes are
counted. Only three out of the whole

fleld can possibly win,

No dJdoubt Bryan keeping his
prince of peace chautalk In cold stor
age until the dispute with Herlin has
cooled off somewhat.

is

And there are ro=es enough Lhals
yvoar to carpet avery street In the city
and provide a petaled girdle for the

sarth.

Anent our warning to Mexico, he
any one heard of the American
being saluted down at Tamplco yet?

meter hoax goi= through
a whole multitude ol

If that
will encourage

other useless and expensive fads.
But will the Mexican factions taice
our Iatest warhing =serlously, -.‘-_rh‘

Vera Cruz so fresh in mind?

The United States BEteel Corporation

seams to have things coming its way
in more wayvs than one.
After this week wa =iall begin|

jooking up boat and train schedules to
the San Francisco falr

Weé fall to see that Italy's fall into
the war pool has made very much of
A splash,

However, it Ila not to ba expectad
that Berlin will back water or mince
words,

And just ‘to think, every lust one

of them expects to be elected tomor-
row!

Cheer up. The graduate wlll soon
at hand to réarringe the univers:
The weather hias hit Its stride for
the Rose Festival.

he

Portland la ¢limbing into her giad
rags, 50 to speak.

Battar rest up today. It's a busy
week ahead.

Thne “Bowla of Joy¥" are the bowels |
of death.

“Shamesal” gets it going and
coming.

Swat the meter oraze tomorrow.

Gleams Through the Mist

By Dean Collins.

They have taken you again,
Przemyal;

With their troops of German man,
FPrzemynl;

First the pupers all announced

O'er your walls the Bussians hounced,

Then she Germans on you pounced,
Praemysl.

Thoy have taken You agaln,
Przemysl

As they have done cow =and then
TEemy=l;
Hince r was first declared,

And thoe battle trumpst blared,

By both parties you've bien shared,
Przemysl

In tlia headlines, more and more,

FPruemysl,

Have you stood than Theodors,
Przemysl,

But to lMttls this amounts,

And It » cOuntes

For the who can
Przon

pronounce

For thare's .ons pronoinces you
“Przomyal*'s

While anothers wedded to
“*Przsmysl,™*
And among the gen‘ral herd,
Vo are m 3 4 a third
waord
Prac yul" ™
Or pronu atlop dmre
. Ayl
But howa'er L may ogolr
That your consonants they ulur,
& hav Iways thought you were
rremyal.
Yot howe'er they sound your name,
Fzrom;
One fact will remain the ssme,
Przemysl,
Though the gonsonanis I pen
Cannot be pronouncsd by men,
B, we know you're took again,
Przsmyal,

"Note—I1'se your Ingenuity and ime=

agination.)
= - .

We wonder what & bunch of colligs
studentis WwWould do if they were obliged
to earve out a yell for =such an insti-
tution, may, tt Pranmysl Inslitute
of Technology.

- - -
©Or the Preznasnyz FPolytechnie In-
stitute,
- L] -
Or the Przeliadbors Academy
- - -
Or the Presemyslanz High School
- - -

Mayhe that iz one reason why higher
education hssm't taken more hold
with Lhe young folks of Eastern Gall-
Ccln,

- - -
Solemn Thought.
1 | v world Enows the Tortiand roas

seel;
. do yod supposs,
rain naxt

- - -

weel T

its £ Eastern Guli-

or

cilan a collega yell somewhat after this
modal:

Finky-pankhy, where's my hanky?

Ke-choo; ka-chal
Przemysl!
Oor
That's the stuff! Pass the snuff!
One-ah-ha! Two-ah-huh! Three-ul~
huk!
Prznasnyz!
- - L

“Sir,"” #ald the Courteous Office Boy—

“"Ah-ba.," I cried, “another capsule
classgic for the Five-inch Boolkkshelf for
Busy Men?

“Yep,'T 1d the C. O. B, “It {5 Enoch
Ardon, by Tennvaon"

- -

Besldes belng notive Itr many another
line, George Baker Is, at times, un-
o poatic

ng the particlpation of the
women fn the floral parade of
tose Festival, at a mecting of the

the other day, George said, in

George
t realize

- a -

J. 0, to catalogus

mundanes intall

Cooper has started
nca witin
he who rorld len

1S8R 4 further

udy of

Seurman, 0 in tha
the scope of cosmlic knowledyge,
yesterday:

sFuggastod

Tha whols world knows
FPaviewa's toes
. - .

Another item about thée werlds fund
of Information comes from C. B.
Mooras

The whoi 4 Knows
yur Teddy pose,
- - -

And over the signature of E, K, H,,
who has become eynicnl through hav-
ing (o anitend 100 MmMAny women's con-
ventionns, comgs

The wholes world knows
The hen now crows,
» - -

While “Lo H. G.'" writer: “Aftor viaw-
ing the presont fashlon, I desire to re-
marlks that:

whole world knowas
Milady's hose
. - .

And a for oursalves, we round out

this catalogue of tarrestrial Intelli-

gonce with the remark that

ha wheole world knows

Wae'va gol Lo clope,

On Property Deeded to Wife.

PORTLARND, June 5. —i(To the ¥Xdi-
tor. )—AEindly publish answers to theses
Gué It n man deads a plece of
P to hia wife, can she s=ell 1t
without his consent? Can she gilve it
to one of thelr children of legal age?

R. M'V,

No. The husband's incheate right of
curtéesy must be signed away before
tha wife can giva a clear deésd to tha
property. (2) Not without the hus-

band's consant.

MHiegitimate Child's Name.
PORTLAND, June the Edi-
tor.)—What s the legnal name of a child
born iHegitimately? Is thers any law
regulating same? BREADER.
An lllegitimate ohild bears its
mother's name and {8 {ts mother's heix




