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AEHIRNGTON, D, C.—For a good

many yoars the War Departn nt
has been asking itself a question—will
the college student make a good =ol-
dler?

Armod conflict has became an un-
Popuiar pastime in the United Stutes,
&0 the War Department has never beéeen
able to answer adequately Its own
question On the other land, the de-
partment will investigate next Fall to

nee If the collage

markeaman.

student makes a good

Its dec! n to give the college stu-
dent of ¢ } Stater an army serv-
fes rifle, with plenty of cartridges to
bang awny at turget, was brought
mbout by the urging of the ional
Rifle Assoclation of America, which is

working oconstantly to make every man
in the vountry familiar with
on which he might have
eountry went to
And next Fall, the firat time in
the hilstory of national rifle matches,
the college students of the country will
compate with the Army, Navy and or-
ganized mlilitia. *

The big national under
the ausplces and wWar
Trepartment., will be held at the Army's
Big rifle range &8t Jacksonville, ¥ia.
While it4s much too early to predict
how many collegs students will enter,
it can ba stated that Yale, Harvard,
Princeton and other blg unlversities, as

the weap-
to use If the
WAaAr,

for

match, held

control of the

well ne practically all collegn and
#chools with milltary establishiments
and discipline, will enter teams In the
match,

Fresldent Wilgon said not =0 long
ago that he would like to sea every
sarvicaable male In the United States
famillar with the army rifle. and As-

sizstant Socretary of War Breckinridge
holds €5 the idea and npeaks
about It more frequently than dJdoes
any one elsde In the War Depurtment.

Last January the National board for
the promotion of rifle practice, which
fs an organization headed by  Mr.
Breckinridge and composed of regular
and militia offlicers from the Army and
the country large, mel at Wash-
Ington to lay down rules for the regu-

same

lation of the Natlonal matoch at Jack-
sonville, which opens October 18 pext.
The match will be open to teams of.

15 men, one selacted from emch branch
of the Army. one from ihe Navy, one
from the Marine Corps, one each from
Annapolls and West Polnt, and a team

from each gf the organized land and
navil militl stablishmenis of the
statles nmd territories, including the

Distriet of Columbla., Also there will
be teams from the various colleges and
universities, which {s the chlef feature
of the present match.
The Jacksonville
eight miles south

range ia about
of that city, on the
Bt. Johns River. Durilng every tourna-
ment mobllization, special local tralns
are run from Jacksonville to the range.

When the contestants arrive at the
eamp. they will bring with them eamp.
kitchen and table equipment just as
thoogh they were off for a camping
party in the woods, although the camp
quartermaster will have on hand food
suppllas for the whols camp, which
wiil ba sold at cosi. v
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provided for, the contestants
thelr attention to the mat-
preliminary practice, which
saveral gars in advance of the
ranl mateh, It Is the intention of tha
War Department to permit the contest.
ants to shool any they prefer In
thix preliminary practice, bul once the
real match getls under way the rules
very strict.
slow and rapld-fire muade
by the regulations in the
murtch proper, Slow-fire will be at dis-
tances of 300, 600 and 1000 yards, while
rapid-fire will be at shorter distances,

Wy

bevome
Both
compulsory

nre

namely, "200 and 300 yards In the
rapid-tire shooting 10 shols must be
taken at each range, and 15 will be
allowlng in the slow firing.

The arm to be used will be the United
States service rifie. which will ba is-
sued to the contestanis along with
sufficient ammunition by Lthe ordnance
depurtment of the Army. The trigger
pull must be three pounds, at least,
and euch team captaln must certity
that his team iz using only the rifles
iszned by the ordnance department,

The War Department had some trou-
ble meeting the rifle demands of the
college who are new faclor
in this yeaur's competition: so It. was
decided to permit all colleges not al-
ready eguipped with the Army service
rifle, model 1903, to use the 1858 model
magazine rifle,

The matter of supplying the con-
testants with ammunition is a blg job
In itself. Thers will be, at & rough
Euess, nearly 100 teams competing in
the match, and each of the teams is
entitied to 15,000 rounds of ammuni-
tion for preliminary practice at home
and 3600 rounds more for preliminary
practive and actua]l competition on the
range,

For the purpose of awarding prizes
ul the conclusion of the national rifle
matel, the national board for the pro-
motion of rifle practice has decided to

man, Lthe

Eroup the contestants into thres
classes. Class A will be composed of
the first 10 teams, according to the

standing of 1813, Class B will be com-
posed of the =econd 15 teams, and class
C will be remaining teams which com-
petled In 1913, and all others which may
be added. Thias will mean that the col-
lege men must start in clasa C.

The winnar of the class A first priza
will divide up among its members $450
in ¢eash and cach member of the team
will gei a bronsme medal. The second
prize will be $350, the third $300 and
ithe fourth 260, with bronze medals
for each,

The winner of clasge B will receive
the Hamliten trophy. $350 in cash, and
a bronse medal for each member. The
socond prize will be $350, third $225
aund fourth $200, with bronzse medals
for all hands. Class Cs winner will
ot a trophy, $200 in cash and bronze
medals. The second prize inm this class
= 3200, third 51756 and fourth $150.

All this looks as though the War De.
partment would permit the best sharp-
shiootars in each temm Lo Keep coming
back, year after year, and curting off
the prizes, butl the War Deapartment
hus provided for such a contingency.
There {8 no “best sharpshooter in the
Army." They are all sypposed to be
the “best sharpshooters” wnd the de-

al

must

least

be

partment has provided
six members

men who hawve

that
of each’ temm
never participated Tn a
‘h before.
contesting teams ar fulure
will always contaln & new

the
matohes
element o

National mat In this way

every ones in the organization wi!
eventually get a chance lo gqualify for
Natlonal honors.

Each team wiil consist of 12 contest-
ants, three niternates, a captain, storer
and “spotter,” the latter assisting in
the scoring.

The War Department will be repre-
santed at the mutch by an tive
officer, who wil! have abeolute charge

axogo

of all arrangements and whose Judg-
ment on practically all mattera will be
final. The exacutive officer will have

everal assistants, an pdjutant, &8 qUAr-
tarmaster, a atatistical officer. range
officers, n surgeon, an assi=stant to the
adjutant and an assistant to the guar-
termastier, -

The guartermaster wiil have charge
of all stores and supplies and will issue
them as needoed. The statistical offi-
cars will assign the contestants to tar-
gets and fix the order of firing. This
Is usually done by choosing lots. Thesae
offlcers will verify the scores Kkept,
grade them in order of excellence nand
prepare the results for official an-
nouncement,

The range officers will supervise the
marking and scoring. They will have
charge of the "spotlers” who are as-
signed to the target pits and whose
work le one of the Interesting features
of the match. The scorers are placed
on the firing line, at the required Jdis-
tance from the target.

As soon as a shot Is fired at & par-
ticular target the "spotier” at that tar-
get placea a disk over the bullet hole
which is thus made visible, with the
use of glasses, to Lthe scorer at the fir-
Ing line. The regulation of the "spot-
ters,” however, is not the only Jduty
of the range officers. They must nee
that the regulations are properly
obheyed, and examine at any time the
rifles used by contestants,

The range officers are also responsi-
bla for the accuracy of the score cards,
and, after certifying to the!r accuracy.
they turn over the cards to the statis-
tical officer, and his assistante. Such
officerg are ugsually experienced wmarks-
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men, and must be
with their duties.

The surgeon, who Is alwuys on hand,
{2 not placed there to puteh up Lullet
wounds, caused by the possible care-
lessness of the contgstants, although
such would comg under his care. Buot
he is responsible for the sunitaty con-
ditions of the camp, and in case A con-
testant dexires to withdraw from Lhe
competition, due to lliness, the surgeon
must issué a certificate to that effect
if the contestuant's condition warrants

Whend the match bexgins. each team
captain muet send a representative to
the plits. who wiil eall to the attantlon
of the range officer In Jis pit any jir-
regularities In scoring and the llke,

thoroughly famillar

The tiring line aud the tafget pits are’ |

connsclad by teléephone, dnd 'as =oon as
the competition begins, the plts are no-
tified by telephone, The officer on the
firing line glves the order to load, and
in the meantime, a red flag s raised
&t the target pits |

AE noon as the firing line Is ready,

the target men agaln are notified by
teliephone and the contestants make
ready to shoot. The red flag at the
plts is waved and lowered and flva

minutes later, in the case of rapld.fir-
INg, i@ tprEels appear. Tht larcets
remain exposed for one minute and a
baif, then disappear

Tha moment the target rises above
the edge of the pit the riflemen kreel
ddeniy and pump ten shota Into each
get.  The ten shots ‘must he dis-
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B zéeNational Rifle Matches Next

Oclober Students Will Compete /O First
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charged D
unfired shots will be counled

The same procve olise
the tnen ars o at nl £ -
cept thal at - de, raplid rir t
men kaesel, while they lie prone at 20¢
yarda,

Thua the gume of wching coliegians
to shoot wiil go forward erri i &
with the regulars and the miiit i,
who can he expected lo put on OTx
airs by reason of lous axg
in natlonal rifils bi# rihe
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The Freneh Republic
large sums of money
support of rifis
schools,

ere Is

and In Immiy it

for a college student
unless he lias passsd an
In marksmanship,
Canada has aiso mado
tlon a part of e, currn
public schools and Australls has
40,000 school boys who have been or-
ganlzred to cadet corps mnd furmigd

tcion by the B

with rif

ernment,

»s and amim
The gover

ent of New Zea-

lwnd hasa built amall rifle ranges In
connection schooln
and furnishes 12 well as

rifies and ammunition for the puptis

Switzgerland and Hung i

encourdging the idean, Switzear
ing especially carsful to rain ¥
beginnipg at the a of 14. QGreece has

laws making riflsa practice oblig
on all
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fallure
draw a4 Gover

ment subsidy, up to the spirit
of thelr appropristions.

Theaa institulions are supl ed Lo
install military instruction, thoey da
g0. but thelr fallure to llve up o the
spirit of the law isx shown in Lhe
poris of the army officers who 1

these milltary sstablishmente. The
propriations for three eolleges In par-
ticular is shown in the reports to verl
such & statement Each instituticn,
drawing $75,000 a year, apent 32100,
$250 and $1560 a year, respectively, on
lheir military establiabments

The tralning of the ocolls
s marksman has a twafold
its foundatien. Not only will a
trained, developed smtudent
e & rock of Gibraltar in case
but, it Is argued, rifle training s an-
other force ln collage life whieh will
wein the studept away {rom the pelty
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