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NE of Uncle Sam's most diffieunit
0 problems, relating to the presarva.
tion of wild game In this country,

is that of deallng with predatory crea-

tures, such as wolves and wildeats, To
kKeoep down thalr numbers the Govern-

BACHRE,

ment for a number of yeaurs past has
employed profegssionnl hunters und
trappers

1t is mainly a forest problem;, for
most kKinds of wild game are forest

products, Probably three-fourths of all
the Important gameée animnla of the
Western states dwell within the borders
of the National forests, and the gues-
tion of thelr proper management and
porpetustion Is one that has to be
reckoned with by the Forest Ssorvice

The National forgsts are great nat-
ural game preserves, maintained by
Government. Not only {a it sought to
encourage the breeding and increaso
of tha desirable wild animals within
thelr borders, but “"plants” are Leing
made In them of buffalo, elk, prong-
horned antelope and other valuable
apecies now threatened with extermli-
nation,

one of
famous
with It=s
animals,

The Wichita game refuge I8
the showplaces of Oklahoma,
for (ts scenic beauty and,
forest und rare game
atiracts vilstors from far and wide, A
herd of buffalo has been establizhed
there and, already numbering 48, s
increasing rapidly. Also there are elk,
antelope and wild turkovs

The elk come from the Yellowstone
reglion, where there are actually too
many ¢lk. There 18 not grass onough
te feed them, and thoy perish in
largs numbera of starvation. Hence
the plan, first adopted four years ago,
of shipping bunches of them to the
Natlonal forests in Colorado, Wyoming
and eclsewhere, Already more than H00
have been planted in this way, and the
success of the enterprise is marked.

1t 1& popularly supposed that the elk
in this country have been killed off by
hunters, Lthe result being that alarm-
ingly few of them are left. An a mat-
ter of fact, lll‘\l\'\‘\'l‘l‘, they have been
“saten out” In other words, the sheep
and cattle have consumed their food
supply. In Winter, when they come
down Into the valleys, they no longer
find plenty of grass—a natural hay,
cured on the stéem—to fecd upon. Cat-
tle and sheep bhave been before them,
gnd the land Is cropped bare. Suffering
from hunger, thoey gather about the
the farmers’ haystacks, climbing on
eanch other's backs to get at the hay,
which is so protectéd that they cannot
reach IL Consequently they 2a2tarve
and die

There are now In the Grand Canyon
games rafuge at least 10,000 deer, the
increase of their numbers being largely
dus o an actlve campaign waged by
the Forest Bervice against thelr nat-
ural enemies, especially the moidntain
lion and "bobecatl”™ In this Kind of
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the West,
foresters work co-operation
the Biologleal which
the branch of the Department of Agrl-
that has special
over all matters relating
mammals,

work, all over tha Govern-

ment in

with Survey, is

culture supervision
to birds and

Predatory
Baoame,
cattie. hogs
number of them

animnls destroy
but also domestic
und

not only
stock—sheep,
chickens. But the
grows smaller each
and the damage they do ia cor-
respondingly lesa During the last
year there were killed in the National
forests 07 lynxes,

Venr,

71 wolves, 60 pumas, §7
523 boboeats, 240 bears and 3166 coyotes,
In addition, elght wolf pups were de-
stroyed.

Wolves and coyvotes ares transient vis-
tors. frequenting the forests only dur-
ing months when game and domestla
animils are most abundant. They are
bred, born and spend most of thsir
lives in the foothills and pleins out-
side the forests, TUnder these condi-
tion=, those killed in the forests are
raplaced by others from outside ranges
and this will continue until the Gov-
ernment institutes & general movement
to destroy the animals throughout the

length and breadth of the publie do-
miin.
The most destructive of all beansts

of prey in this country s the big gray
wolf, which still roams over the thinly-
settled ranch country on Montana, the
Dakotus and parts of Nebraska, Wsyom-
ing, Colorado, New Mexico and West-
ern Texas, where stock-raising is the

principal industry. In eariier days It
was the buffalo wolf: now it is the
catile wolf,

Bach wolf costs the ranchman §$100Q
a year. Such an animal will kill a
cow calf svery three days, or 100
head of cattle per annum. Its victims
are mostly cnlves and yearlings; but,
when these nre not avallable, It wiil
kill cows and even full-grown steers,
attacking them from behind and 1it-
erally eating thoem alive. HEven if only
slightly bitten they will die of blood-
poisoning.

Hunting these wolves with dogs and

horses (s thrilling sport. No hounda
oan: overtalkke them in a straishtaway

run, and not even the flercest and larg-
est doE is & match for one. Sometimes
the wolf, If cornered by a puck of dogs,
will turn end Kill & number of them.
The big gray wolf s animeted by a
lust for blood; he kills for the love of
it. His Ingenuity In evading traps set
by the most experienced ‘trappers 18
slmo#t bevond bellef. To avold leav-
ing a trall, he will travel over the
roughest places, and It i5 pext to fm-
possible to get him with & polsoned
balt, so suspecious is he, and so keen
to distingulsh the scent of a man.
The successful fight made by the
Government against predatory animals
Infesting the National forests and ad-
jacent ranges has encouraged seltlprs

to take up the business for themselves,
Not long ago, In Oregon, thero
epldemlic of rabies ammong the coyolos,
causing widespread apprehension and
resulting in serious losses of livestock.
At the request of zettlers, officers of
the Wallowa National Fore=t were as-
slgned to desirory ths brutes, and so
succeansful were thelr efforts that the
sheep with Ianmhbs were soon grazing
unattended—n condition of affalcs
without precedent.

Wis Al

The gray wolves are becoming stead-
iy scarcer. They are retiring before
alvillsation, and eventually will be ex-
terminated, With the amall prairle
wolf, or coyote, It is quite otherwise.
He may be said to welcome civillzation

and thrives Iny the midst of {t. The
ftranger why visits Santa Fe, Now
Mexico, or many another “Western
town, may heargtoyotes at night howl-
ing about thea hotel In which he 1s
lodged.

The coyote makes himself at home
in well-populated country, ralses his

young undsr the settler's nose, and, In
gpite of polson and traps, Increases. In
Spring he follows the sheepman's herd
up into the mountains, thers to prey on
lambs or even ewes. In Autumn he
comes down with them apd wintaera
clome the farmoer's feedlot and
chlicken coops.

While the individual gray wolf is
mast destructive, the coyote, by reason
of his numbers, is the worst enemy of
gnme animalg and domestic stock. The
amount of damage he Individually doos
hag been estimated £ll the way from
$100 20 $150 a year, As the sqttlera
oxpress it, he is “pizen on sheep.” He
will kill them for sheer devilment. To
catch him is difficult, for he is ex-
tremely cunning and can outrun any
dog, Inasmuch ae the female produces
from ecight to ten young In a litter,
coyotes multiply with enormous rapid-
ity, If allowed to breed, and the busi-
ness of Keeping down thelr numbers is
expensive and troublesome.

On the other hand, oddly enough,
there are well-informed persons who
contond that the extermination of coy-
otes would be & misfortune, They are
the principal mnatural enemies of
prairi¢ dogs and jackrabbita. In Cali-
fornia, not long ago, a bounty of $6
was voted by the Legisiature for every
coyote killed. Seventy-five thousand
of them were destroyed durlng the fol-
lowing 12 months, but (mmediately
thereafter a plague of rabbits followed
and it was claimed that the balanc
of nature had been unwisely disturbad.

The pumi, or mountain lion, s an-
other boast of prey which officers of
the ¥Forest Service aro obliged to take
into serious account. It is very fond
of deer meat. But, above all, it s &
killer of horses. Thera are regions in
the Rocky Afountains where it i3 al-
most imposaibls to raise on
open ranges, begauss
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kill the young colts as fast as they
are born. The mountaln lion vary
keen of scant and hard to trap, but to
human belngs It Iz harmless When run
down and exhausted it will lle flat on
Its back and spit and snar]l, but may
then be dispatched without danger. Will
C. Barnes, an expert of the Forest
Service, told the writer of an occa-
sion when he chased a puma for half
an hour around a clump of treee, part
of the time on foot, trylng to rope
him.

With the wildeat it s much the samae
WAY. The creature acls as If very
fierce, but will néver atinck a mamn
At the same time |t ls & dreaded killer
of shesp, and especially lambs, destroy-
ing théem for the pure lust of blood-
gheodding. Mr. Barpes knew a wildent
to kill 50 sheep in one night In an
Arizona camp, tearing open the throat
of each wvictim and leaving It. Next
day the animal was ran gp & tree by
dogs and killed.

Wildcats (otherwlse known as bhob-
cats) mnd Ilynxes mre easily extermi-
nated by traps and dogs. Commonly,
they are chased into trees, knocked
down with stones and clubs and beaten

Is
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those Sreat cats o death, Bears, with thg excoption
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of the grizzly, are not dangerous, and
do comparatively littls damage, though
noew and then one zoquires a taste for
mution or porlk, and makes forays upon
sheepfolds and pispuns, The black and
beonrs do nmo harm worth men-
tionlng to man or beaat, beyond rob-
bing an occasional camper's outfit of
sugar and bacon.

The recent rise in the price of furs
has atiracted many professional trap-
pers, who have either sought employ-
ment from the Government in the Na-
tlonal foresis, or have obtained per-
mits to hunt and tray predatory ani-
mals thereln. There is money In the
business, the pelt of & coyots, for ex-
ampla, having a present market value
of §6. With a view to extending the
work as much as possible, the Forast
Service makea it a practice o lend
traps and even to give polson to set-
tlers and other private individoals,

The prairie dog 1s hardly to be
classed as o predatory mammal. Never-
theless, he la recognized as very h&arm-
ful. mnd the Forest Service Is op-
operating with the Blological Survey
for the destruction of the apecies, which
{s belng successfully Wiped out over
&reat arcas. Whels countiss in Kan-
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It Ia estimuted that 2560 pralrie dogs
will eat as much grass as ons
Thilrty-two of them will it &y much
as would rfeed one sheed Inhsmuch as
no use whatever has been found
the dogs, It {s Imposasible that such a
condition of affairs should be toler-
ated. Not only do they cat the grass
but they convart the territory they
occupy Into a bare desert, opn wl
there is oo further growth for man
yonrg afterward Having used p ong
area in this way, they move on to
anather, extending the” mlischiof in.
definitely

It has been found that the most
effective wuy 1o deal with prairie dogs

ETain, 4 toa
placed nesar each
wheat
sul

Is to feed thoem polsoned
spoonful of which is
burrow. With one
mixad threa ounces of
sirychaninas, half a pound of cyanide
potash, a teaspoonful of oll of an
and two quarts of heavy New Orles

bushel of Are

of

of

Tale

ing,

molasses. This Iz used (n Febr .
when the lttle animals are hungry
Threa men on b cback, shooting =
spoonfal at sach burrow and waorl

acrots country und back as a fars

would sow whent can put out four
bushels In a day, balting 16,000 holea
This wlil dispoge of nearly aill the
pralrie dogw, and any holes that show

elgns of oocupancy may be
treated the foliowlng season,
The really serious problem,
predatory animals are concerned, hns
to 4o with wolves or coyotas. The Iar.
ter usually travel In packs sometimens
A" many as «lght or a
together, and they are
polson or traps. Meat alone is of
tie usé es balt; there must
thing else to attract them,
waorse it smells the belter,
pers, for this purposes, allow hal? a
pound of raw beef to decompose In »
wide-mouthed bottle; then add oll tried
out of prairie dog fat,

similarly

where

dosen of them
destroyed b3
lt-
be some-
and the
Old trap-

with half an
ounce of assafoetidn dissclved In al-
c¢ohol, and one ounce of tincture of

Siberian musk. This mixture s applicd
to grass And weeds near the trap, #so
that tae coyote maey roll about and
get caught. -
Eyen Py such mepns the blE gray
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How Baked Earth ls Useful

ERRA COTTA rall)
l baked sarth 1

IaArko bulldi:r
t hasm bean
nenting mailar houses.
but

s the use of iron and steel in bulld-
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For a while It fell to disuse
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wea dingier the tirighten
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s made o the it 1a an
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Well Gushes Hot Water

N THE Flathead Indinn R
l nea Camn Mont., | Ay
W ontalning hot mineral water, aald
Lo | the o in tl v Around
i within a re e n
ells 11 i i i Ar and
ool
A 1 L Yo L
threw gopen the Flathead Ies
and nogs WHo wel'e FUCOes i thia

draw now v fine i ir 4
fortile valls Arteplan walls have bisan
struck at a depth ranging [rom #0 to
265 feet

In the Bummer 191 oti & ranch
within mile of one of thess cold wells
dri]l wera at waoark when at the

f 2344 feet. hot water gushed

upward with such foroe that the driil
ers were forced to flee In p foaw davs
the rush of hot water had washed a
large hole, with the drill still In, though
incapacitated

The well was finally ourbed so that
It ecould be used The wator = 1290
Fehranheltl, flowing at the rate of €0
barreln a minute

& 0. & Signal.
Phlladciphia Ledger
“Why are you flying your flag up-

ida down, Suburbnt
To let the neighbors know that the
cook's gone and all invitations are

elf,



