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HEN Thomas Jefferson proposed
to the American Philosophical
Society, In 1792. that a public

eubscrpitlon be raised for the purpose
of engaging some competent person to
explore the country lying between the
Mississippi River and the Pacific Ocean,

. "by ascending the Missouri River,
crossing the Stony Mountains and de-

scending the nearest river to the Pa-
cific," he practically laid out the route
for the first projected transcontinental
railroad the Northern Pacific
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the organization a party under Mer- - as the first person to mention "the
lwether Lewis and Andre Michaux. the northern route." to pay 10 cents an acre. But the bill nent&l road came up as a war measure
latter then stationed In the United in a review of this book in 1838 died he was willing and anxious to be count-Stat- es

In the employ of the French Willis Gaylord Clark, In the Cnlcker-- After the failure of Whitney's project ed in and become one of the incorpora-governmen- t.

France held great landed bocker Magazine, spoke of Mr. Parker's n which had practically lmpover- - tors; but neither his name nor the name
Interests here at that time and It In article there Is a 'shed himself, there the of any of his friends was mentioned In
seemed that the two govern-- name given to the prophesied road for fray a man who had far more to do the charters granted the Union or Cen-men- ts

should share the responsibilities the first time, "The Atlantic & Pacifio with making the road a than tral Pacific, wch was on the 20th. of
for such an exploration. However, the Railroad Company." any of Its former proponents Edward June, 1862.
expedltlon was scarcely on Its way ere
Michaux was recalled by the French
Minister, and nothing further was done
in the matter at that time.
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phical Society, first pacific Railroad Company" the subject clear evident 1864, where passed they expenjed during savior Frederick Bill- -
made route had mind known, isiar. Ti-i-itn- - withinn. members both Senate.

.let that dozen ton, 1857, that the name branches attracted After passing back and several
years before, back 1780, the northern road thus 1853 there was bill times amendments was finally
great much pressed. (As matter local making appropriations for Army passed both branches and
about route Western posses- - names some northern clause authorizing Secretary the Abraham Lincoln
stons. an autograph letter to
George Rogers Clark, dated Annapo-
lis. December 1783. had outlined

trip add has asked Clark take
charge But nothing seems
have come from this
not even find an answer
from Clark.

Jefferson's Opportunity Cornea.
Jefferson's opportunity came after

elevated the presidency 1801,
and while France still held her Ameri-
can territory. Meriwether Lewis was
President Jefferson's private secretary.

January 1803, special message
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Congress, asking for appropriation
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corporators are here given: General
Isaac Stevens, Colonel William
Cook, Elwood Evans, A. A. Denny.
Judge William Strong, W. S. Ladd,

Ramsey, of Minnesota, and
General Shields, also of Minne-
sota. There were many others.
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which such a work could be financed Governor of Washington Territory.
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of the Emigrant articles assumes the from time to time for the building of

roads were unknown. Even the great length of the road be about 3000 roads over at least three the routes
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ket and secured a majority of the out-
standing stock of the Northern Taclflo

In September,. 1881. Pllllnce
and Vll'ard became president of
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now began to be pushed both on the
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newed energy. I:ut It was found
that there was a difference to the
of $12,000,000 between estimates
and actual cost.
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fully explained or fully understood or In definite form, when a bill was ln- - rot Congress to take action. At this These bills as a rule died In the com- - cards, the company was facing an ln- - of ln the history of finance the aecur-- ijos. when he resigned and Howard
all together authenticated In detail, troduced authorizing him to construct time he had no very definite plans as mlttees- - Then It was decided to Inter- - terest charge of 93,000,000 a year, the ing of this money from 50 of his friends Elliott waa elected to succeed him.

Rev. Samuel Parker, of Ithaca. New such a road and giving him a land to the exact route his road waa to fol-- est as many of the railroad men ln the 679 miles of road ln operation were without telling them Just what be was por more than 10 years Mr. Elliott
Tork. read this story the year follow-- grant miles wide for th entlr iow--. He was not a man of details, country as possible, and this caused barely paying expenses hard times going to do with it This was called conservative hand at th helm brought
Ing. H enlisted the of length cf tha read, tor which h was so when th matter of a transconti- - what was known as "the original In- - and tios rough days, of 71 were for th "blind pool," and so eager wer th .(Conclude oa fag j.


