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LANDERS —The prossnt war has
F I that which unti]l now

isat to th reasistance, to the re-
taliation and e obdurmnoe of men
& kind of grandioee spieador — hams
thrust 1o i elde the fine array
of treops that one seesa In the aAn-

clent battle Pictures; variegated
linen, Lthe groups of staff offlcers golng
te the helght of a piateau, move-
ments of the armies, the galloping of
tha cavallers clothed brillingt cos-
tumes. the beating of the drums—all
that which created the ardor, excite-
ment and courtery of the combat. War-

the

in

fare was gallant because It wan made
betwean adversaries who wers In view
of sach other. What weuld such men
as Napoleon, Murat, Lasalle Welllng-
ton and many others think about this
clandeatine war?

Former:y a c<ampaign cousisted of
ene or two greal combate of half a day,
sometimes a whole day; then a Joyous
entry Into the towns conguered. Good

fortune and intrigue held in thesa wars
as much s place as <4id the encounters
of the enemy.
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But tout wishing
diminish the valor of the anclents, we
must recognize thal of «thelr bat-
tles would be mereiy a pleasure excur-
sion soldloers today. 1f
Napoleon exacted from hiles "Grongards™
(Growlera) such discipline of tron, such
impersonalily, so contrary tc the tem-
perament our race, and which the
modaern tactlcs force; If he had at-
tempiod what is indispensable at the
present time—to transform their nat-
ural |mpeiuocalty into abnegation—the
formidable grenadieras would have
found the task too hard and would have
said without dissimulation that it did
not pleases them.

Today o hole in the ground, ordained
sllence, immobility under the raln that
fails and the sbhrapnel that descends,
under the sounds of tiie cannon that
roar; battles of 40 days' length, with-
out a single instant free r-'.;n the deaf-
ening noise the artillery, more or
less near. On & front of 400 miles In
extansion the soldiers of the nillies ar-
range things, and the French soldier
accommodates himaell with as much
cheerfulness, gayety and good humor as
our ancestora acquitted themselves in
their light and rapid ndventures of for-
mer Limes.

Let us judge of |t

L ] . -

The trenches are long harrow ditches,
on tho frout border of which is ar-
ranged an embankment or parapet
formed Ly the earth from the ditch.
“The trepeh for the firers (riflamen),
soated or lying” has a depth of a little
more than & yard and a parapet of
at least half a yard. The trench "for
kunetling” haz a depth of nearly a yvard,
If there is the time to make a Lrench
for “standers” It must a yard and
n hail desp. That Is not all. If one
can, one covers Lhe tremch with a
elight shelier. doors, planks and pleces
of woud cover the ground, providing
Lthat one has time to place them.

These rudimentary shoiters afford &
moans of protection, the Importance of
which one.does not at first Imagine. In
fauet, the shosler, seated morce or leas
comfortably at the bottom of his trench,
Inughs at tha rifle ghots that brush the
ground In thelr strident flight abova
his heud. But ke must take care not to
show Bhis heud higher than the shelter;
Rol aven an arm must bo xeon. As for
the ghell, it mukes mueh nolse, but does
very littie damags *0 the soldier in his
trench. A shell of (0 kilos (883 pounds)
produces & tunnel-shaped hole of asix
yurds at the polnts whéere it falls. but
only a Tueky stroke can reach o trench.
The combutant who |s not exactly at
the point where it bursts runs no eother
dapnger than that of being covered
with earth mud,

w It s scareely necessary Lo say that
the most difficult “trump <card” Is for
the artiilery to reach this thin outiine
scarcely wisible on the ground. The
soldlérs go so far as to even palint thae
shelters the color of the earth around,
and, when tigme aflfords, 1o make some
false trenches that constitute an ex-
callent ruse of war. The organization
of the battls fleld conmiprises also an
ensemble of defense. Trees cut down
and piled up and stockades arc excel-
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lent use if the murrounding
woody, where trues can bw
and when they lncking
barbed wire constilutes
defense, The effect of
I= null on this enciosurse
it cannot be pasaed through except by
the menelite the shears Also we
have Inaugurated the of atrong-
hoids in-the open country Everybody
Invikible or neariy a0, tho leasl mov
maeant possible It is obaerved.
of order. To hold the front that
cccuples, It |z manifestly tha same on
éach plde. The service Is also regu-
latefl; three days in the trenches of
the first line, three days in the reserve
trenches, three days of repose.

Trenches! We have mude them over
& distance of hundreds of kilometers
(n kilometer 1s a fraction more than
three-fifths of a mile), and our lines
from Lhe front resemble molehills that
are cut cul In gellerles. One can live
there, and some men remain for two or
three months in these malst ditchea.
The vourage nacessary Lo resint doy
and night the Inclemency and the as-
saults continues, Ono sleepn Httle, ane
eats badly. How cun eueh a life be
described with enough power to make
comprahensible the
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Night, cold. Toward the morning &
thick white frost falls on us. The sun
risea, British, French and Germsn be-
gin thelr dally routine. From behind &
erost a German captive balloan slowly
rises. Opposits It a French balloon ap~
pears little by little. There! All Is In
plage; the scenery changes not until
the evening. But to pass days and
weeks adorning these holes In the
earth becomes monotonoua We busy
oursalves In organizing to render the
trenches more comforiable; each dJday
bringe an Improvemeant. There have
been some attempts to heat them, A
brick and a foot warmer are tried Ly
turng, for one must not dream of hav-
ing anything with smoke for that
would be a slgn for the enemy.

These modern trenches advance Ir-
regulariy, in zignag fashilon. They are
carrefours (where lwo or more tranches
crogs), someé places (aquares), Impassas
(blind alleys). This makes altogether
an Improvised town. In order that the
noldler may ruefind his trench they have
baptized each one. Thera ia the “rue
Polndare,” *“King street,” “rue de
Russie,” “rue de Bruxelles” “Place de
la Liberte.” Next, each “refuge™ re-
ecefves n name graven on . drick. There
is the “Palace Hotel" *“Savoy Hotel"
“Royal Hotel," ete, with the name of
the proprietor. At the edges of the
wood opening on the enemy's line is an
enticing notice—Entrance to the Cine-
mataograph.

Taking the lsft of the "Passage Al-
bert L,” we &arrive at the bdathing
establishment, Regiment, Third
Company. "Sulle de douches” says =
label Some dresaing gowns and soma
towels hang on bayonets fixed in the
partitions of earth; these also serve
us hiat and coat ralis. The water falls
from a hose. It was the captain who
had this ldex, A shell had hollowed
outl a large hole at this piace. A large
flagstone was piaced at the bettom aund
# roof put on the top. It is a reservoir
fed by ridn water. A tap is put at the
end of a hose to eonduct the water:
this hangs 8bove a tub, and in turn
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despite our fuslllading, patientiy trisd

to ¢ut It down At length the bireh
waa on the ground,
The man wanted to Jdrag away his

booty as far as his entrenchment; Lhis
time a ball struck him, Two of his
comrades boldly tried to replace him:
they arrived st the tree and dragged It
some yards, They wore Xlled. Thete
came »til two others and afler thosa
twWo mors, This fighting for & hirch

« tree lasted several hours, The treec was

ot length taken away. It had cost the
Germans, 2§ men.

-

Thoere are some (renches that have
even a cattle pen, whars grase saveral
DOWE. Lately was celabrated the
birth of a owlf, and sach day ut dawn
and twilight some men lsave their

ever, the hostilities continue For In nvi
atance, the Germanas are sel upon <de- ting ! v b -
atroying & work of defense every even- Lrenche
ng that we have patiently labored at leeg ¢
all day, according to orders given., OUn  desert &
our Eide wo no less syntematicaily pull waltch it wot
down a reduoubt that the Germana were fixed on the g
untiringly reconstrueting. silent
One day, at an hour when by tacit s . )
accord tha troops made & truce, Lwo R' . 5
German officers oames out from thelr #7® IWEK ot
trenches without weapons and thelr the piain. Wi ‘
Lhands ralped. They advanced toward °° . ' ree
our trenches, from where we in our W 00 We
turn ¢ameoe out Theé officers explalnes wbadihs s L
that It was absurd to demollah eovery 16 SUlside, a ‘ "
day the two pleces of work that both "_I to sieep and get
sides had bLenn given orders o con- A710 ORRDON ChRAe RO
struct, He offared to abutaln from HBL w04 o bs &
touching ours if we on our part would &N '1:\-'1- r -.'--‘. 1
leave thelrs alone. Eay cloudy—a | ¥ J
The agreement was concluded, some & © lights the wo - .
newWspapers were exehanged, then at 7 P Ao
the momeant of leaving un one of them the enen ikl '1I" L
announced that thelr period of sojourn BOOR &x Bub BIDNE
at the front was Jdrawing to an end, ::'\ fog rikes, ohe
iy for @ One
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one takes a glaoial douche. With vig-

oroug rubbing a healthy reaction Is
quickly produced. It must not be
thought that this iz elthor luxury or
amusement; this installment 1is very
precious to sll the regiment. And the
regiment is clean. This eannot be said
of thosa oppoaite, for our prisoners
captured are In sad plight

Certaln trenchén are only 6 yurds

from the enamy, and from each burrow
talking can be heard. rench and Ger-
muns look each other in Lhe eyes, with-
out hatred, but there remnins the in-
avitabie necessity of killing each other
plousiy And the war takes a Uew
character,. What a pity that there ara
not archers In the armies! An arrow
had virtue in its parabela, penelrating
more profoundly in the trenches, closer
than a rifie shot can be sent. Soon wWe
will come up with ench other, knife be-
tween the taeth. Yet one doep not feel
the sentiment of a great combat—the
struggle s too personal, too lsolated.

Yes, we who have kept the anemy at
bay for severm]l weeks have the Im-
pression of doing nothing. We are re-
dueced to writing the “Journal of the
Trenches." Thare one reads the pleas-
antries of the war. “Yesterday ovening
Mesars. the Germans offered us an ex-
bibition of fNreworks from 9 to 10
o'gloek,” or ""Two forelgn nobles wear-
ing officers’ capa pald = vieit Lo the
west trench; they were roceived with a
volley and honors due to thelr rank.”™
Qur men provide beet roots for Lhe
artiels of the trenchea. The Ilatter
carve s carleature of the head of a
Jerman, generally a commandant-in-
chief of one of their army corps. Hae
eently 1 sment you some sketches of
them. Some of the beels are hollowed
out and filled with bulletins of French
and Russian victories and are projected
toward the !ines of the Germana, Ur
they are sent over with madrigals to-
gether with hand grenades. One went,
“How many are you In there?

Fo} a distraction shots are ex-
changed. At so short u distence they
cause {rightful wounds. This svening
an officer who kpows ull the finespe of
the Qerman language made a proclama-
tion to tho nelghbors. "Soldlers of Ger-
many, I owe it to the truth to Inform
you of some sad news. Your officera
Know It but they have hidden it from
you"—and then the entire officinl vom-
munique was read to them. He ter-
minated by wighing them *“Good even-
ing” and promizing them “more"” the
followlng day. AL this moment a fusil-
iade broke out. “There, that is how we
are thanked,” luoghingly exclaimed the
French officer.

One night in certain German trenches
wnas recelved the order to manifest an
vverflowing gayely. One evening we

them yelling the "Wacht am
Rhein,” necompanied by tha growling
mcconts of an accordion. The Fremnch
began ot onca to sing “Allons enfants
de In Patrie,"” punctusted by a fusillade
that ciosed the fete,

We are =0 close 10 one another shat
the cannon of nelther side can fire on
us for femr of striking their own. The
proximity of the adverse treuches is
such that It is dapgerous lo remain in
obgervation, Bome have placed a mir-
ror above and behind, so that by Its
help what passes In f(ront can be seen
while remaining in the trench.
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In esach hole there [s an inventor whe
always looks for some means whereby
to play & trick on his adversary. The
Germans have a mania for wire. They
hematitoh thelr works with a metallie
embroidery, of debatabla taste, and it is
ona of our nightly sports to cut theide
with shears, HExasperated to find sach
morning thelr wire lace work in shreds
they decided to hang thers a cartillon
{chimes) of empty bottles, accompanied
by empty conserve tins. The first timae
that we used the shears—muzloc und
riring.

We did not continue that night, but
the following night a corporal glided
as far as the network, adjusting threa
ropes, and regalned his trénch, from
where he began to ring up the Ger-
mans. The latter respanded with pre-
clslon and riddled their botitles and
tins. A little Iater our corporal pulled
the ropes: from the Germans anather
volley, nearer than the first. ESilence;
then agiin the dunce of the bottles,
We could hear the nervous orders; evi-
dently the enemy did not comprehend
this sudden invulnerabllity of the wire-
cutters, During balf an hour they at-
tacked each Jingling with an intenase
fusillade. Claverly the corporal Jdimin-
ished the offects and decrescando grad-
uated Into silence, One guessed the
triumphant relief opposite —they had
killed all or put them to flight. Then
furiouely broke forth our fusiliade, In-
etantly followed by & rush with bayo-
nets, and in ten minutes the German
trench was ours.

Another night, profiting by the fog,
to gel uw Knowledge of what was (n
front, our men found at & little distance
& trench where were the tools and
weapons of it occupants. They poa-
sessed themselves of the weapons of the
Germans, filled up the trench and re-
turned with a smile on thelr lips, quite
gay at the joka they had played on the
Germans,

Between the enemy’'s trenches and
ours rose a birch tree.  The Germans
coveted this birch. One of them dur-
ing two nights went to this tres and,
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hole to milk the cows. “Never should 1
liave belleved that there weres B8uoD
go0d milkmalds In ail Flanders.” sald
& Soldler to me, admiringly, And then
I nsked why It was that the Germans
did not fire on the cows He replled,
scandallzed: “Fire on our cows! Thaey
had better not. In the first place, it
would not be long before we repald
them. They have their cows, too, and
wo jat them aione.” Thus politencas is
randered In lll! ml.an of slaying.

Our soldlers and the Bavarian sol-
dlers procure water from the same well
situnted In the neighborhood. At first
they went separately, but by desgrees
they secustomed themselves to go at
the same time, exchanging a fow words,
giving packets of tobacco or other ob-
jecta In exchange for those of a differ-
ent color or nature, Sometimes they
even take thelr coffoe ln common. How-
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that he 4id not know what troops would sdvanoce csu by
replace them; but perhaps they would the twisted wis nl
bo Prusslans. “Be on your guard with intod bunoh wi h n
them,"” ha sald “When we know wa };\r-:.—:l'-.:;;: “"
will notify you by hanging some pleces _'_I“:u“.‘ g« A
of blue paper from the wires that de that mana -
fend our trenchen’” So It gous without x. falls ri
saying that the Bavariaok, at least, 4o g and gros
not jove the Prussianms. .li- L[.l- ,.lr
spent, 1he 1y
T their «
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