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ROUMANIA,

Roumanis may be destined to play
& decisive part in European affalrs
within the next few months. Her vig-
sorous forces thrown into the balance
at & critical juncture might turn It in
s favor of the allies, with whom Rou-
manian sympathles are naturally
gotive. The lttle country has plenty
of old grudges agninst Russia, but
‘yione 5o bitter ns agatnst the Turk and
IMagyar. Early Io the fifteenth cen-
tury, when Turkey was expansive, her
-troops overran the ecastern tergitory
+of the Roumanians with those incl-
'dents of horror which always attend-
red Mohammedan conquests. At about
*“"the same time the Magyars gained
. possesaion of the Roumanian country
weat of the Carpathians, the region
«known as Transylvania. Ever since
‘thosxe mnhappy days the Roumanians
‘have vainly longed for the reunion of
their divided people. They have risen
Uyepeatedly for “liberty,” as they csll
“it, but each successive e¢ffort has becn
put down with increasing atrocities,
'I‘rnn.s) lvania’s population {8 more
‘than half Roumanlan today in spite

lof centuries of Magyar tyranny.
** The Hungarians have always been
tigenlous of their own liberties, but 1t
L mever has occurred to them that the
Roumanians had any similar rights.
The original inhabitants of Transyl-
“‘vania have been oppressed with mare
than Russian severity, The Czar hns
¢ not striven to extirpate’ the language
and national feellng of the Poles with
half the rigor the Hungarians have
usad toward the Roumanizns for a
gimilar purpose. Bult oppression has
been in vain. The subject Roumanians
retain  their traditions and thelr
gpeech intact and no doubt always
will, whethar they throw off the Hun-
garian yoka or not. In the heart of
Transylvania is an old Saxon colony
completely surrounded by allen Da-
tionalities, Like all colonists lo such
clrecumstances these Buxons are more
German than the Kaiser. hey care-
fully iInsulate themselves from all
Mugvar and Roumanian Influences

and preserve thelr language and loy-
Were the

alty with feroclous fidelity.
Roumanians of Transylvania to join
the allies In the war, these Saxons

would prove a formidable foe to thelr
nationnl] asplrations,

BEast of the Carpathian Mountaine
dwell the divigion of ths people who
sra commonily called Roumanians
They formed an independent kingdom
fn 1881, after a serles of struggles
with the Turk and Greek, Russia al-
ways openly or secretly favoring them.
But when a convenlent moment came
for plundering her old friends, Russin
did not hesitate for a moment to an-
nax their province of Bessarabia
which circles around the Black Sea to
the northeast. The Roumanians are
mountaineers with all the vigor and

« muanly virtue which naturally belong
{o much people. Im their old wars
with Euccessive fnvaders they sought
safety, lika the British Celts, in the
mountains, whers they found pastur-
age for their flocks and natural fort-
resses for defense. Here they dwell
and mnitiplted, while Goths, Avars,
Huns, Bulgarians, Moagyars wnd Tar-
tars swept devast over thelr
country. After .-.n-h invasion they
crept slowly back into the plain of
the Danobe and began apew the buoild-
ing of thelr civilization, only to see
evervthing they had done harfed into
ruin hy the nest deluge of barbarism

1f God Keeps n record of human mis-
ery the page which ix confecrated to
the Roumanians myst be staineil from
How they

top to ttom. ¥ wod.
liave lived throu it all*is a mys-
tpry. or would be did we not know ®o
rall the survival power of man.
yHad misery beén  nable to  extir-
pale our race earth would have seen
the fast of it thousands of years ago.
The Roumanians count among thelr
ancestors whole leglons of Roman
goldlers, who settled .In the land of
the Daclans after they had served osut
thelr time (n the army. Colenlsts
from [taly also Mocked to the lower

Danube after Trajan had
The mingled

Iaelans has

plalns of the
pacifed 1y
“Blood of the

¥ive T 4 Roumanlans,
hardy.” handso d progres=sive, vet
pleturesgue many i world-old
traditio nd costume, Thelr language
ith Lath mamories.

ourn, “moariea’ is

1 and so0 on by

" 1t ) to-

with ider flavor

Up to ¥ recent

wnians had Hitle lit-

ararure xeept their transintion of the
Jiblo X trifles
which thelr on to the orthodox
Greak church made indispansable, hot
they have Ay =ed @ rich
store of folk songs y of these
sare collected and transl 1 In Tereza
Stratilesco's Carputhian  to
Mudus whizh X obtalned at
the Pul rary It gives an énter-
taining and s=vmpathetic actount of
the Roumenians ¢ sfllest times,
with plcturesque d-«_:-:plmra of their

AS.
s the prograss: of mod-
rapid in the lower
Roumaria has two

amational o
Of Inte ¥
ernlzntion has been

Danublan recion,

national universities, which are well
gtténded. The larger, at Hucharest
has more than 4000 stodents. There
e alsd n system of free public schools
Bhould~ths Roumanfans of the east

-I-Ild west succeed In forming a united
smation i1t will be one of the most vig-
prously prunrcﬂ‘w in the warld,

= PFraudulent r-\‘lt‘ appears lo be
Ah. principal means of Uvelihood In
L "Perra Haute, Chuarles Lamb's Aunt
Betsey cared nothing for whist anless
spiaged “wlh the rifor of the gume!
A politics In 1 pame it mus=t have

iles and the mnan who breaks them
3= a blackleg. The one conspicucus
‘xule in Terre Haute is to cheat as

L g e e e e 1 Bk
af the state at Waskingt
Balem Capital Jouwrnal.

If The Oregonlan was in any meas-
uré responsible for overthrow of
the bloated pork-barrel sought to bs
rolled up by greedy grabbers Iin the
jast Congreas, It rendered a valuable
service to the public and to Congress.
Undismayed by the critical industrial
condition of the country and uncon-
cerned about the approaching deficit
in the Government resources, tha
Democratic majority yvet went fatuous~
ly shead with its pro & to im-
poss upon the people a $45,000,000
appropriation for rivers and harbors,
with contingent appropriations of $45.~
000,000 more. It falled because an
unbought minority, led by Burton,
and supportad by almost the entire
frée press of the country, conducted
& filibuster, and forced a surrender
by the organized grafters.

A $20,000,000 bill was passed, and
the Army engineera were authorized
to eare for existing projects. By this
plan, the Columbla River, and other
Oregon improvements were cared for,

We think they will be again; but,
whether or not they shall be, it Is clear
that the project that Is not willing to
stand before Congress on its merits,
end ia ready to be tied up to every
thieving scheme from every part of
the country, will be discredited and
probably rejected., The greasy pork-
barrel era I= over.

The people of Oregon cannot -in
consclence say to Congress: “If you
will give us what we deserve we shall
help you to sive others what they do
not deserve.” The Salam paper 18 of
course, ready to dicker and trade and
sell out, but The Oregonlap is not

FIFTY YEARS,

The San Francisco Chronicle on
January 16, 1815, issued an elaborate
jubilee edition, celebrating the com-
pletion of itz fiftleth year. It Was an
issue worthy of the occasion. There
were many special articles dealing
with lhe history of journalism In Call-
fornla, with other subjects of interest
and importance, and including a fine
showing of the forthcoming Panama-
Pacific Exposition. The illustrations
were admirably selected and printed.

There Is nothing remarkable about
the fact that a newspaper may have
survived the obstacles that beset all
Journaliem for a period of half a cen-
tury. But It I= remarkable that any
newspaper should remain under a
single direction all that tlme, The
Chronicle was fTounded January 16,
1565, by Charles and M. H. DeYoung,
brothers. Charles DeYoung died at
the assassin's hand In 1880 and since
that time M. H. DeYoung has been the
sole propristor and publisher. In that
time the Chronicle has kept pace—and
more—with the growth of California
and is now, as it has long been, one
of the consplcuous dally newspapers
af the United States,

The Oregonlan notes that some of
its contemporaries, in bestowing de-
served congratulations upon Mr., De-
Young, =ay there s no presant parallel
of a publisher or owner who hasg re-
mained In *“active control” of any
metropolitan newspaper for so long a
time as fifty years. The Oregonian
fesls that it ought, in the interest of
historical truth, to point out that the
statement is an error. Mr, H, L. Pit-
tock, of The Orsgonian, came to this
paper In 1853—nearly B2 years ago—
and soon thereaflteér became its pro-
prictor, On February 4, 1861—nearly
fifty-four years ago—he founded the
Morning Oregonian, and he is atlll at
the helm.

SEATTLE'S LOSING VENTURE.
Seattle Is having a most enlighten-
Ing experiance with municipal owner-

ship of electric railways. The city
now has two divisions in operation
and In December they showed an

operuting loss, to =ay nothing of in-
tarost nnd depreclation charges,
amounting to nearly §1500.

We do oot recall how long Seattle
has been engaged In this unprofitable
gnterprise, but we assume that it has
been for some time. as Maror Gill
avers thitt “the eity has acted as falry
godmother to the Lake Burien Cin-
derella long enough.” The division
that sustains the greater losses oper-

ates to a° section known as Lake
Burlen.
Mayor Glll's observation wna con-

tained in a veto message in which he
disapproved the submission of a bond-
ing isaue for the purchase of Jitney
buses, On its face the proposal wus
a bond lssue of $50,000 for motor
buses to connpect the two municipal
rallways, Mayor GIl1l thought he saw
a subtarfuge therpin. The amount of
the bond lssue was excessive for the
pprposs named and he Inferred that
it was the Intent of those back eof the
movement to operate clty buses In
the downtown districts in competition
with the privately-owned street rall-
wayvs and also In competition with In-
dividuals who might engage in the
fitney business, and thereby attempt
to retrieve the fortunes of a losing
municipal venture.

The tendency In municipal owner-
ship of street rallways ig elther to
bufld into distriets avhere private cap-
ital recognizes that a new lne would
unprofitable, or to buy uvp fome
properiy which has failed to produce
the revenues demanded by private cap-
Ital. From Muavor Gill's veto message
it may be Inferred that the Lake
Burien line [n particular was acquired
or constructed with a general lack of
business sense. Its patrons bave ac-
=s to other lines, and the municipal
ruilway doea mnot take them to the
business center of the city., Nor ap-
parent!y can It be extended pending
siruction of permanent bridges
¢ Lake Washington canal and

be

the acquirement of ecommon user
privileges.
When a clty once gets into the

transportation business a clear mind
and a steady hand usually are needed
to =teer it straight, Mayor GiI] seems
pos=ess both. The Jlitney bus iIs
practically an untried business wven-
ture. It has operated In some sactionsa
at an Aapparent profit, but whether
these proflits will not ultimately be
wiped out by rapld deterioration of
the vehicles is problemutical. Proba-
biy the Seattle Councilmen who pro-
posa entering into the new transporta-
tion enterprisé can produce calcula-
tions which show that the city. by
cvhanging its municipal eleetric raill-
ways into gasoline motor bus lines,
cannot possibly lose more than It
does now,. But that is cold “comfort
to the taxpayer who feols the losses.

We shonld think a proposal by o
ity to go into motor bus transporta-
tion would open the eyes of many who
have been committed to municipal
ownership in all {ts phasea. Doubtless
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| Jitney
without a great amount of cepital. A
hundred or & thousand individuals
may g0 into the business, each on his
own account, in one large city. If the
Jitney proves to be a permanent profit
maker no district that has decent
highways need lack rapid transporta-
tion, and mnew opportunities will be
opened to countless persons of amall
capital to engage in business for them-
selves.

For a city to engage in Jliney
transportation is for the people as a
whols to compete with themselves.
Because a detriment to individoal
private enterprise it likely would net
receive much encouragement. Yet
municipal railway lines may have the
same aspect In a more subtle way.
The street railway corporation is often
but the physical expression of the
combined capital of numarous citizens
of the same city In which a municipal
line engages in competitiva trans-
portation. . By such concrete examples
as the proposal in Seattle to sava the
face of city railway management by
embarking more generally into com-
petitlon with private enterprise may
the eves of many persons be opened
to what municipal ownership of rall
lines really means,

WHICH 18 5oE AMERICAN POLICY?
Two fdeas of American duty in
Mexico are set forth in President Wil-
son's speech st Indlanapolls and in
Senator Borah's reply deliverad in the
Senate. They should be read together,
in the lizht of recent and present
events in Mexico, that we may fully
understand thealr respective mearits

The facis in Mexico are that han-
dreds of Americans have bean killed,
hundreds have been brutally sbused
and Imprisoned, and thousands have
been robbed, thelr homes and prop-
erty destroved and themselves reduced
to poverty by the several warring fac-
tlons which have contended for su-
premacy in Mexico, Thess Americans
had been encouraged, {f not actually
Invited by the former government of
Mexico, to entrust thelr llves and for-
tunes to Its protection. Many more
Americans have been killed or
wounded in border towns by Mexlean
bullgts. Nothing has been done to
obtain justice for these wrapged Amer-
leans or to bring about the punish-
ment of their murderers and plun-
derers,

This is why Mr, Wilson has donsa
nothing, as stated by him at Indian-
apolis:

T hold it as n fundamantal principle. and
so do you, thal every peopls has the right to
determine its own form of government: and
untll this recent revolution In Mexien, until
the end of the Diaz relgn, 80 per coent of
the people of Mexion never had a “look-in"
in determining who should be thelr Governor
or what thelr governmaent should be, Now,
1 am for the 80 per cont. It !s none of my
business, and it is nons of your business,
how long they take In determining #. It
ia nona of my business and it is none of
yours how they go about the business.
The ocountry is theire The government s
thelrs. The lberty, if they can get it, and
Godspeed them in getting It, Is theira. And
s0 far as my lofluence goes whila I um
Preaident nobody shall interfera with them.

This 18 Mr. Borah's view of swhat
Mr. Wilson should have done:

T sm desirous of peace with Mexico: I
want no war: and T knoow we shall naver
take any part of the tersitory of that ge-
publle, but above and beyrond that and more
important to my mind ia the fact that wo
sibuld mt least protect our own cltizenship,
securing our women againet ravishment and
murdar at the hands of those farocious man
who prey tpoft our natiofals wharovery thay
find them in their tarritory. There are
soma thioga wlich are dearer to 'me than

peace,

Mr. President. the mistireatment of Amert-
can cltizens In Mexico = duos 1o the fact
that thers hus pasesd into the Mexican
mind a firm bellef that we will nolL protect
our citigens, and I say whataver criticlam
shall come (o me from those who love psace
mora than they lova honor, that ‘the “flag
which will not protect its people Is & dirty
mg that contaminates tha alr In which It
flonts"” "Wa cannot havey peace, wa cannotl
have honer unleas we are preparasd o protect
our own citizens, und I belisve, varlly be-
lleve, that we may do so and still have no
war with Mexlgo,

We leave it to our readers to de-
cide which of the two men volces the
truly  American sentiment, Other
nations succeed In enforcing respect
for the lives, liberty and property of
their citizens in forelgn countries. Do
they succecd by the Wilson polloy or

by the Borah pollcy?

A PROTEST AGAINST WASTE.

To the Medlord Mall-Tribune The
Oregonian “seems drunk; with power
over its success in organizing the
Legislature and glecting a Republican
Governor.” To The Oregonlan the
Medford Mafl-Tribune seems drunk
with something else, Without a doubt
our lttle friend in Southern Oregon is
“seeing things™

The complaint this time from our
petfilant contemporary is that through
advocacy of a different method of
handling the fish and game fund The
Oregonian is bent upon organizing a
political machine. We arve open to
instruction, If there s a betler schemea
for organizing @ political fmachine
than the one presanted by ‘existing
fish and game laws we dhould like to
be enlightenad.

There can be no pelitical machine
without political hangers-on, vet the
Mall-Tribune fears that a change in
the method of-handling the funds will
deprive the slate of xame protection
and game propagation. in aother
words there will be fewer deputy
game wardens, fewer game-farm and
refuge Keepers, fewer blological ex-
perts, fewer office clerks gnd stenog-
riphers, fewor trout-hatchery em-
ployes. 1t i= the common nnderstand-
ing that an army of officials, who owe
thelr positions to a common head s
an essentisal of a palitical machine. It
iz only & befuddied brain that can dis-
cern possibilities of a political ma-
chine in a proposal 1o cud off useless
jobholders.

The proposed change in thoe game
Inws I8 a part of a practical economy
programme. Nothing more. Nobody
asks that the Game Commission be
deprived of money actually neecded
for game protection and gume prop-
agatlion. The demand {s that the sur-
plus derived from the =ale of hunting
and fishing licenses be expended for
the public’s benefit,

In the twalve months endlng No-
vember 1, 1914, the fishing und hunt-
ing licenses produced more than $118.-
000. This money was deposited in the
offlce of the State Treasurer subject
to the swurrants of the Fish and Game
Commission. In effect It was as thor-
oughly in the control of the Commis-
gion as If it had been deposited in »
National Bank subject to the order of
the Commisgsion. Every doilar was
expended and part of & balance car-
ried over from the previous Year as
well. The Oregonian belleves that the
Commisston spent all the money be-
cap=s It had It und because the fund
could not be used for any other pur-
pogge—not hecause that much money
was needad for farrving out the func-
tions of the Commission.

The proposal now s that the li-
ecensa money be paid into the general

-

source, for exampie, in tlm potash de—
posits of Central Oregon. If the state
permits the conversion of these salts
to private uss it will exact a royalty.
It Is as unreasonable to hold that this
entire royalty shell be expended in
policing pipe lines, checking sales and
shipments and in alding private en-
terprise to develop new reduction
works, as to contend that all ths rev-
enues from game ehall be expended
t«:’ conserve game or provide more
of It

EMERGENCY MEASURES NOT ENOUGH.

We are frequently informed that the
war has created an emergency which
reguires prompt and extreme actlon
in this ¢ountry. Our supply of chem-
fcals and dyes from Germany was cut
off, and immedintely thers was much
talk of producing these commodities
ourselves, not only for our own needs
but to supply Germany's other cus-
tomers. There l& scarcity of vessels
to carry Ameérican commerce, and
the Administration proposes to meet
the emergency by authorizing the
Government to subseribe 51 per cent
of the stock In a corporation” to be
managed by the Government, which
ghould buy and bulld ships, Becrstary
MeAdoo says this Is the only way in
which we can meet a “critical emer-
gency.” He asays the proposed ship-
ping board would give large orders to
shipyards in order to encourage them.

Much capital, labor and technical
skill are necessary to establish a chem-
jcal foctory. This would probably oc-
cupy two years. The building of ships
wounld occupy at least a year and &
half, The longest estimate yet made
of the duration of the war Is
three vyears. It has already con-
tinued for nearly six months,
leaving only a year to eightsen
months during which our new ships
and our new chemical factories wounld
have the advantage of the emergency
which the war has created. After
that period German chemiezl manu-
facturers and forelgn shipowners
wounld re-enter the fleld, and our
manufacturers and shipowners would
be exposed 'to the same competition
which kept them out of the fleld be-
fore the wur. .

No temporary measures will meet
the emergency. No man will make
the larges investmeni nocessary (0 A&
chemicil factgry, with the prospect
of being killed by compatition a year
or two after he has begun operations.
If 1he Government bullds ships and
retains our present laws as to opera-
tion, it will have to operate them
ftself at a loss for an indefinite time,
for no private capitalist will take them
off it= hands,

The only measures which will meet
the emergency are such as will permit
the industry to continoe and to grow
after the emergency has passed. To
build up a chemleal industry wa nsed
development of raw materials, cheap
waterpower and the broad extension
of technical eduocation that we may
have an ample supply of skilled labor.
To bulld up & merchant marine, we
must be able to build and operate
ships in competition with the world, in
peace times as well as In war times.
The measures which would malke this
possible can be passed as quickly and
would show thselr effects as readily

as would Mr. McAdoo's emergency
measure. Their beneficinl  effect=
would continue after normal condi-

tions were restorad, while the good
effects of purely emergency measures
would pass away with the emeargency.

BUILD MORE HHIFS,

The greatest present need, not of
this country only, but of the whole
world, is more ships to curry com-
merce. The war has caused nearly
the whole of the German and Austrian
merchant marine to be tled up; it has
caused destruction of many ships of
the allted nations, of Germany and of
neutrals; 1t has diverted great fleets of
shipg from commerce to military uses,
Shipyvards In Great Britain, France and
Germany are probably so busy bulild-
ing and repairing warships that few
merchant ships are on the ways. The
other neutral mnations cannot bulld
ships fast enough to makea up the de-
ficlency thus crented. Tha decrsase in
the number of vessels avallgbla for
Ameriean commerce |s estimated at
30 to 40 per cent, and Senntor Fletcher
gavs that In some instances charter
rites Hove advanced 400 per cent In
aixty daye.

Tha consaquence is that, while all
the world is crying out for our prod=-
ucts, we have not and cannot get ahips
to carry them or can get ships only
at prohibitive rates. Our export lum-
ber trade fo Europe has been killed
by double or tripie frelght rates and
war-risk Insurance. Cotton, which is
worth 19 cents a pound at Hamburg,
{s worth only 7 cents at Southern
ports, the bulk of tha differsnce rep-
reganting exorblitant freight. W. N.
White, of New York, informed the
House commitiee on merchant marine
that It costa $1.10 a box to send apples
from New York to South America in
twenty-one to twenty-five doys, while
apples go from Tasmania to England
In fortyv-two days-at only 66 cents,

The only way to bring down freight
rates to a normal basls i5 to incresse
the world’s supply of ships, but Prasj-
dent Wilson proposes purchase of for-
eign ships by the Government as a
remedy, which resembies Swapping
jickknives. True, his shiprpurchase
bill permits Government construction
of merchant ships, vput the tonnage
which could be bullt with the pro-
posed capital of $30,000,000 would be
but a drop in the ocean and the Gov=
aernment wonld proceed with Its pro-
verblul slowness. The Wiison polley
would mnot materially Increase the
number of ghips avallabls to carry our
commerce and wonld not appreciably
reduce the prohibitive océean freight
ratss.

In order to get more ships, Congress
should mnake it profitablsa to build
them, in either American or forelgn
ports, and to operate them under the
American flag: The war offers only a
temporary inducement to shipbuflding
unless owners sre permiited to oper-
ate ships at equal cost with foreignars.
If Congress will revise the shipping
laws in such & manner as to equalize
operating cost, Americans wil be
tempted to bulld ships. Owing to de-
pletion of the supply by war's destruc-
tion, freights are llkely to continue
above Imrmal not only throughout the
war, but for some time aftor its closas.
This may induce capitalisis to pay Lh=
axtra cost of building in the United
States. They would more willingly du
so if given fresdom to engage In
elther forcign or comstwise trads at
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Let the man of 60 who feals “younger | have spow todoy.  OF course If wa do | left SR
than he did at 20" beware. Fis ex-| have it all of will have to wdmit And A
ubarance [s probable due to helghtened | that he 4 a wi d. ! s » e
blood pressure and thiat again comes = = —— | 8 = nashan.
from lurking polsons in his svstem. The e¢conomy force ls* advancing ’ ad highw
Almost certainly he eals something | steadily and the leglons of extrava- s * @
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mous amount of good work In him, ;1‘- |\‘..--k .r‘.:-- irn after the mare hos AR X -
but he must husband his resources. AT 30 . & =
There is some valuabla preaching on|°°oh **f- And (he Janitor eaw d turned out
this text in The Autocrat of thy : oF ; 3 la \ the lights
Breakfast Table. Usually the treach-| But imagine how wo'd feal If a B
erous polsons which thus invade and flock of Jap airships carrying dyna- Sy bl
undermine the body are of the nature T“"‘ weare reported on the wiy up the i f ey
of protelds, lean meat and the like.|Celumbia . i, =
Phyelelans well know the symptoms e e 3 P
of tnelplent arterinsclerosie They are The erinoline skirt 8 coming. Fine :
helghtened color In the face, hrilliantg | BEWE for the manufacturer of dress 1 r 4 vine
eves, cheary wolee and a treacherous | §20ds but sad intelligence to the rest mut of Lh
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elderly people healthy, wealthy and
wise. To some lifs may not scemJ

trightful in the ranks of legisiaudve
bills,

Then the whole thing overi
—Baltimore San




