BY JOHN W. HARRINGTON

O the wars once more the Cossacks
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the creaturey of the wild, they bave
lived beneath the siars.
The popular o tion of the Cos-
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comes to do
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sach is a whiskered
with the speed of the wind,

acts of pi go and of Tapine and then
goes buck ngaln lato the bosom of the
tall grass n which he came. By
many he is ipposed to belong to &

legendary tribe whose history stretches

back into the biackness of the dark
ages from which he has not yet
emerged,

No; the Cossack is in many respects
Jike the aimple Russian peasant; in oth.
ors he ls 1 ke cowboy of the West-
ern plains w ¢ home ls us much In
the saddle as in his own village. Far
from belng oppressors, the Cossacks

were once known entirely as the de-
fenders of the poor and the wronged.
The name Kazal ls of Tartar origin

and means “Freeman” It was applied
o n who, «riven from the more
petiied communities, took up the life
of the unsettled coun and under
tha ue sky rode witho trammel
of tradition, without the | rfarence of
Kings, polentates and powers. There
was n time when nolles Inld heavy
hand upon Lhe subject, and human life
was held In small account.
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As guarnds of the fromtier they pro-
tactod the poor, and often in resculng
theas carried into alavery by the Turk

-

itself In

they Invaded Constantinople
daring forays.
The rough riding knights of old

swarmed to the border when there waa
need of them in every direction. Teo the
poor they were climmplons, and what If
they were indifferent concernlng the
property of the rich, what difference
did it make if they were open handed
and geonerous to those of low estate?

The Turks and the natlons of the East
who brought gold end splces from the
magic lands of sun called the Kazaks
“robbers" Many a caravan was pil-
Inged by the marauding riders. There
were certaln things, llke weapons and
ammunlition, food and equipment, which
they had to have ‘They divided thelr
spolls in counell in accordance with
thelr Idens of equity. One of the fam-
ous pletures of Cossack life representa
& council where the chielfs are making
up thelr accounts as they dlctate to
thelr scribe. About the group gathers
a motley crowd. The dress of tha Cos-
sack has become more or less conven-
tional as the yeara have gone. We see
him in the long coat of brown or of
green with the great lambakin cap on
his head with strong belts containing
cartridges about his walst. He shows
the Influence of military training. The
Cossack of today 18 a model of ele-
pance compared with what he used to
be. He selzed gurmenta coversd with
gold lace, coats of silkas and sable and
pineared them with mire and tallow to
show his supreme dlsregard of fine
trappinga. He wore coarse gurb, but
in the care of his weapons the Cossack
has always been punctillous

His marksmanship was deadly and
accurate even while riding at full speed
as that of the cowboys of the Western
United Siates. The Cossacks have been
experl awordsmen for centuries. Thelr

oee. The military servica begina at 15
yvears and is continued for 20. .
thut the male Coxsacks are placed In
the rosarve ordn the Natlonal Defanse
To this day they e of the flower
of the Russian army § stitule one
of the most effictent light eavalry or-

ganizations in the world

014 Battleship
Oregon

dently Looking back, we
snw, instead of what we cxpocted
own fighting ships In fighting ar:

slmply a heavy pall of sr

an Amerilcan sh

turnsed around a pounld to Cog
tiwin Cook, *Wall, Cool, wa'll hive 1«
wiand alone with thig crowd,” but just
then, out of & curtuln of smoke

cames o mighty foam-crested WILVE,

and after n dasnh of Immense brilllancy
n roar followed that boespoke a 13-inch

EUn. It was the Oregon and as our
men and officern saw it, they yelled
with delight.

Oregon’'s Shells Telling.

“Oyer her low frecboard broke the
surging watoers that sha pushed aslde
in her mighly race, 1 they dashboed

proficiency io arms came from their
environment. The stsppes in which
they sought their livellhocod were cov-
red with grass often so high that only
head and ahoulders of rireds ap-
peared above the top of It. Game was

tha

bundant Iln those thick tanglies, fruit
could be obtained easily. the rivera
tesmeod with fish. The wants of the

Cossacks wers few and aimple. They
could do with much or little. A =lics of
borse floah carried under she saddle to

keesp It warm was a ration fit to be
called a luxury,
For property the Coasack cared little

or pothing., For him in the old days of

the rough and tumble knighthood from

which he sprang it was enough to have
his clothes and hins fighting implements.
Even when the communitiea became
mors estublished the Cossack would Isny
his sword acrogs the broast of his new-
I¥ born son and say, “Well, Kazak, this
Iz all T have to leave you."

Tha Cossacks wers connectad with
the political intrigues of tho centuries,
aithough their nature was such that
they would never consent to engage In
meraly mercenary wars. They took part
only in such military enterprises as
they belleved were right, although it is
difficult enough indead to follow the
course of thelr reasoning In some cases
Once the Cossacks even made a Tsar
where they backed the claims of the
oy Dmitsi, who made certaln preten-
glons te royal descent, which the Cos-
socks supported with their arms.

The Cossucks, althoughl, according
to the poptular conception, they are
supposed by those who kmow little of
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be of the earth earthy, have
hed an tdealistie slde in their
nature. They are worshipera of lieroes;
even drenmers of dreams. They head
their men Idols—they stood for all
those things which made for the chiv-
¥ of old

And out of the mists of time looms
the figure of Mazeppa, an Adonis of
tha Steppes, the subject of the Byronle
poem which bears his name.

Whatsver the reaston of the departure
of Mnzeppa from Poland it Is quite
well known that for ths commission
of some offense he had to fles for his
life and that he escaped to the Ukraine,
one of the provinces in which there
weres many Coesack communities. He
becama secretary or scribs to the Cos-
sack chief Samellowiteh, and In 1687 he
succeeded him in offlce

The Cossacks are essentially a mili-
tary organization. In pescc they car-
ry on such Industries ms are necessary
for their sapport and for that of thelr
families, but when the bhugles biow
they are qulckly to horse. They can
rids ke centaurs and swim like fish.
The Cossacks of old rode the almosi

m to
alwayrs

al

the steppes and,
teeth, swam

untamed coursers of
with weapons in their
turbulent streams alongside thalr wiry
steeds,

Nelther fatigue, nor peril, ner heat
of day, nor gloom of night prevented
them from their duties to thelr native
land. They came In squadrons with the

fleetness nf the wind, rushing down
upon the foe like & tempest,

Their charges were lke tliose of the
wild Mameclukes. Regardless of dan-

ger and riding with incomparable skill,
they spread terror Into the ranks of
their foes. The present Cossacks pre-
sarve all the traditions of their ances-
tors. They are soldlers of the Little
Father; they are couriers of ths Tear
Either in thousands or individusally
they are ready to undertake deeds of
perll, They have been acc d at times
of cruelty and feroclty, but un the othe-
or hand there many acoounta of
courtesy and forbearance

are
on thelr part
which speak well for thelr anclent or-
der of rough ridlng chivalry.

It Is estimated that the Cossack pop-
ulation of Rupela {s more than 3,000,-
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up aganinst her groat steel turrels undar
the mouths of the blg 13-inch guns
that were hurling death and defiance
at the enemy. Ehe wis coming up to
help the Brooklyn In her torrible un-
gual strugels with th foyr

b crulss and every shot thaut

was firlng ssamed Lo take sffect
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U400 o'clock S 3 ing, July

1588, after the Spanish fleot steamed
cut of Santiago harbor, that the fArst
shot was fired, and at 10:33 the

Mr.

that s pernon ls an American hls frst
breathless que=tion Is Wil thersa be
many Americans coming over this Win
tar?* High and low, muarchanis and
gonkey boys, lhey ank the sama gqus
tion, for half of Egypt lives on the 1o
I 1 Ll tr bar of the
i from the 1 8 . Lant W1
THH Ame i came i | pt »
that ths E know that If thw
watr holds back the Americans thare

will be o good many tUght beits in and
argund ghe pyramida,




