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ARE OUN HANDS TIED?

The concillatory attitude of the Brit-
fsh government and the conciliatory
tone of cominent in British newspa-
pers give overy ground for bellef that
the controversy with this country re-
garding contraband of war will be
amicabiy adjusted. Yetr it becomes
s 1o consider what steps this coun-
try might take to bring pressure to
Dear on Great Britaln In case that
gountry should prove obdurate,

One obvious expedient would be
the declurntion an embargoe on &x-
ports to Great Brituln and her allles
until they complied with the reason-
able demands of this couairy. Greut
Britain is largely dependent on this
eountry for suppliss of food and raw
materiale, and both that country and
its mllles are to a considerable degree,
dependent on us for war materials,
for this s the groatest food-produc-
ing and manufacturing Nation that
remains neutral. An embargo would
undoubtedly do great injury o Amer-

af

jewn ladustry and commerce, but It
would do far more Injury to the al-
Mes, which are engaged in a struggle
for exlstence, ‘he damage which
this conntry would suffer, great
thongh It would be, would be slight
compared with the benefit to be de-
rived from wvnobstructed fiow of ous
commerce after oar reasonnble de=
mands had been conceded. Thea Iin-

jury to the allles would be so much
greater that they would prom ptly
come to terms, so that the Injury sufl-
fared by this country wonld
ed to & short period.
The possibllity of an
not sugzested with &ny
much less desire, that it
necessary, but Jor the
ghowing what bearing
poace treaties have on
VEerEy. Thosa treaties, one
has been muade with Great Britadn,
provide that, when the two nations
fall by diplomucy to adjust a dispute,
action by cach to enforce its demands
by war shall be deferred for one Year,
a Jolnt comimi
tl natter and
b'.'

bhe limit-
embargo 1Is
expectation,
will become
purpose of
the SBryan
the contro-
of which

h period

uire

during whi
slon ahall
preparations f |
pended. While an embargo i moit an
nct of war, it Is r ¥y an unfriend-
1y act closely approaching war and the
Bryan treatics be construed as
forbidding It
strued, the embargs,
could mnot be withdrawn
yeur without weakenping our position.
It would cause such lrritation on bhoth
sides as greatly to hinder amicable
adjustment. Thus the pence troaties
might prove the means of direct
provocation to war

The contingency
adds force to the remarks of Colonel

might
If they were not =0 con-
once declared,
during the

thus described

Roosevelt in Evervbody's Maguzine
that “trenties and international
agreements are never to be entered
into recklessly and foolishly, and

whett once entersd into are to be ob-
served with entirs good faith™ and
that the Bryan treaties “would be in
Cares impossible but
improper to e ce.” Hea also says:
A troaty I n promise. To make it
and not redeem it is vl

not only

dofmec

The wolghtlest criticism of the
Bryan treaties is that they bind us
ts 4o that which we may be able to
do only &t the sacrifice of some vital
Interest Wa should then be con-
fronted with the el » hetwoeeén sac-

rifcing that vital ! est and violut-
ine the plighted word of the Nation.

We ought not to expose ourselves to
such cholce. The wise natlon, ltke
the wi=e m 1ins well the termas
and effact of & ntract before bind- |
ing ttself. that it may know whether

safety to itself it cun Incur the
obligation Having bounpd (tself, #t
obsorves the contract to‘ths full, at
whatever cosl

USCLE SAM'S GOUGE GAME.
The Postmaster-General Is accused
Rallway Agv-Gazelle AX-
overpaying star route
the one hand and of
railroads by
hand. As

the ol

by
travagantly
contractors on
dellberately cheating
sharp practice on the othe
exampivs of the former kind, it cites
the case of a star route contractor
in Arizona who shipped 10,000 pounds
of bmrley over his own route by par-|
recelved for carrying it |
223 more than it was werth at it
destination Another star route con-
tractor in the same state bought 200.-
800 brick at $12 a thousand, puacked
them In parcels and shipped them
over his own route by parcel post. He
recelves $2.18 per hundred pounds
for carrying the mall, thongh freight
can be hauled over his routs at 50
cenls per hundred pounds He could
throw away the brick at the end
his route nnd net $4500 prallt
While thus generous with siar route
carTiers, the Goverr hag added |
only & per rent to raliroad mail p=y |
on account of tha parcel post, and It
gougea the railroads In several ways
An electric line with hourly uwains
was bullt between two towns, which
were served by o steam road with two
trains Judly. application of one |
of 1he towns frequent mail servics
sas estadlished on electric line,
which thereafter carried the bulk of
the mail At the next welghing of
mail & clerk discovered an old Iaw
providing that no “streetcar” should
be pald more than & steam road for
carrving mail between two polnts
Thes Interurban cars were classed as
streetcars and thelr compensation was
ent down to that of the steasn road.
in another cas<, where the contract
provided for a single closed pouch on
the ronte, parcel post caused the mull
to eutgrow tha eapacity of the pouch.
The rallroad refused to accept parcel
post. The Guvernment then had
pouches made Isrge enough to hold
sli the malil and forced the road to
ekrry them at the old rate, lhou;hJ

cel post and

of

nent

On

the
the

| shonld be abolished, and judges

they reduced the n_nﬂu_ m n! courts
Government

cars. The _ ships empty
mail sacks by freight train duoring
the weighing perfod in order to re-
duce the raflroads’ compensation dur-
ing the next four Years.

It s by such tricks that the Post-
master-General is -enabled to show a
spurious surplus, The American peo-
ple do not wish their postal service
to make a profit by cheating anybody,
even a railroad. The excuss for these
practices i= that the rallroads former-
iy lobbied through Congress bills
awarding them excessive pay, but it
is not parmissible to offset one fraund
with another. Payment for mail
service should mot be fixed by the
Postmaster-General, for he is one
party to the bargain. It should be
fixed by the Interstate Commerce
Commission, an impartial tribunal,
just as freight and passenger rates
are sdjusted.

TRESIDENT AND SENATE.

Before President Wilson had time
to be comfortably Installed in the
White House, he notifled the Job-
hunters that the door of his office was
not open to them, but that they would
have to see the membars of his Cabl-
net. The distribution of patronage Is
4 wast nuisance. It Is more. It ia
the rock upon which mapy a presi-
dentiu]l ship has split, and one every
President has sought more og less suc-
ces=fully to evade. President Wlison
purposed to solve the problem by hav-
ing nothing to do with it

But It was like many another
panacea propoasd through a system
of statssmanship,founded on pedagog-
l¢ theory. Tt did not work out. For
President Wilson, Jike all his prede-
cexs=ors, wns either unable or unwiil-
ing to surrender the immense patron-
age of his office to others, and he has
been rewarding his friends, and
slighting his enomies, In the good old
Demoeratic rashlon.

The President is required by the
Constitution to nominate and *“with
the advice and consent of the Benate
to appoint™ all officers of the United
States “not otherwise provided for.”
Upon this constitutional reservation
is built up the whole structure of
“Senatorial courtesy.” The President
who Ignores the powerful fact of
“Senatorial courtesy” makes & grave
strategic blunder; the President who
yvields to it virtuzliy surrenders con-
trol of his own great office in one
fmportant matter. It is & serious
dilemma,

But If, President Wilson thinka so
ifttle of jobs and patronage ns to
ahift the whole barden to his Cabinet
officers, it ought not to be difficuit to
g0 a step farther, and turn It ovep-to
the Senais, where it In part belongs.

DESERTED FLAYGROUNDS,

The school chlldren of Springfield,
11l.. doubtiexs do not differ In their
methods af recreation from children
the country over, =so resulis of
an Investigntfon of school ground
pluy conducted in that city by the
Russell Sage Foundatiof are indica-
tion conditions that exist else-
where. A brief report of the Investi-
gation, issued by the Government
Buresu of Education, revesls that a
striking change has attended recrei-
tion among pupils of the schools in
the last generation.

vmong boys, old-time sirenuous
games such as prisoner’s base, leap-
frog, bull in the ring, hare and hounds,
and duck on the rock have practically
disappeared. About the only lvely
outdoor game now known to more
than a very few of the boys of today
is basoball.

But buseball does not occupy the
entirs attention of boys after school
hours The agency fhat has crowded
sames of other days off the school
grounds is the moving-picture show.

he movies are equally popular among
tho giris. Jumping the rope, roller
skating and hide and scek are still
jndulged In. but standard games like
I &pr, London Bridge. fox and geess,
putton button and blindman's buff are
played by comparativaly few.

it appears from the briel summary
of the report given by the Burecau of
Bducation that the Investigators do
not consider the conditlon exactly
wholesome. It s hardly likely that
the newer recreations cang truthfully
be charged as Injurlous to morala If
the influence of the moving-plcture is
bad in any way it is in continued at-
tendance by children to the exclusion
of outdoor activities

The report gives a detafled recrea-

of

tdoua! programme which includes
purchase of publlc school athletic
fields, the keeping open of school

grounds to € P, M, and on Saturdays
and during the vication periods, with
paid instructors in charge. To maeny
of the present adult generation it will
seom Ahaurd, upon recalling their own
childhood duys, that healthy boys and
giris need special inducement to en-
gage in outdoor play. But the adult
never experienced the indoor counter
attraction of the movies

Enlargement of school activities to
inelude =vstematic instruction In piay
throughout the year will invariably
arouse objection as to cost. It may be
sald, however, that if the playground
feature s successful ax a competitor
of less healthful amusements the par-
ents will save in the long run. But
greater economy would be promoted
by curtailing the children's spending
money. In the abzence of ability to
do something that better sults their
fancy, children will not neglect the
olil-fashlioned games that brought
nealth and strength to their parents
—gumes Which may be playad on a&any
vacagt lfot or on school grounds not
equipped with elaborate and expensive
devices.

—

OUR COSTLY COUETS,

A lawyer friend, writing to The Ore-
gonian concerning reduction in eourt
sxpenses, suggests “‘that the trouble is
not in the trial of small cases by Clr-
alt Courts, bul in the term system of
yurts and the requisite of statute
that juries be called at stated inter-
vals. There ls no expense to the state
in civil cases, except the jury. Judges,
clorks and Sheriffs pre all on salaries,
and might as well be at work. The
added exponse is the per diem and the
mileage of jurles. The tarm system
au-
thorizad 10 call jurfes only when neces-
sary. All cases of small magnitude,
unless some vital question be lnvolved,
should be tried by the judge without
& jury, unless the parties themselves
assume the jury expense™

The Oregonian stjll clings te the
(dea that I[nsignificant cases should
be tried In the lésser courts If the
abollshment of the term system in
practicable let ns adopt both plana. It
i true that the judges, clerks and
Sheriffs might as well be at work, and
if they were relieved of any work it
would be almoet impossible ta cut off
any of the existing court machinery.

But it I8 wise to look ahead. As the
state grows the volume of trivial Ht-
gation will grow. Justices and county

‘.

The
change in juriediction would remove
the foundation from under most of
the bills that appear before the
Legislaturs with regularity for creat-
ing new Circult Judgeships.

The same writer sugsesis a transfer
of probats cases from the County
Court to the Clreuit Court. It isa re-
form that has often been suggested in
Orsgon 2nd one that has aroused few
if any objections. This change would
fnsure a better balance of work in
counties whera the Circuit Court is
not mow attempting to work beyond
capacity and In counties where the
County Court is overburdened with
duties &8s juvenile court, probate court,
and in supervision of the poor, and
work in conjunction with the County
Commissioners.

There Is a broad field for reform in
court procedurs in Oregon and It is
the intention of The Oregonian to
make only a few general suggestions,
The details require careful consider-
atlon by men in position closely to
observe the workings of the courts
day by day.

SENECA SMITH.

Death laid heavy toll on Oregon
ploneers during 1814 and thinned the
ranks of the men who helped build
tha commonwealth during the Jatter
half of the minsteenth century. The
passing of Seneca Smith a week azZo
removed one who was an Oregonian
by everything but birth and whose
whole life was devoted 1o the best in-
terests of the state.

Coming to Oregon In 1847, ths
youngest of eight children, it was his
misfortuns to become fatheriess in &
few months, His sterling stock
spurred him to self-making and he
rose steadily above primitive condi-
tions and surroundings to success. He
was not an officesesker, and, though
appointed to flll & wvacancy On the
Circuit bench and later elected, re-
plgned in a few years to devote his
time and talent to practice of his
profession.

He was an honest lawyer, a useful
oitizen and a faithful friend, and his
pame 1z inscribed on the roil of good
men.

PEACE DREAMS,

Thoss gentle dreamers, the peace
propugandists, are beginning to Te-
cuperate from the crushing blow glv-
en by the outbreak of i world war.
Having extricated themselves with
great difficulty from Europe, whither
many of the leaders had gone Lo Join
in adjusting the final detalls of per-
petual peate and good will in the hn-
man family, they have rested from
their harrowing experiences, lighted
the peace plpe anew and sot out to
dream the obstreperous human crea-
ture into more tractable and docile
WayE.

The first cry following the war was
that the present conflict would be the
final upheaval. It would sicken the
world with war 4and the last shot

would be followed by Inevitable dis-
armament. Menders of human na-
ture have found & great solace in
this fdea. It has provided them with
refuge in the hour of storm. of
course, the mun given to using his

wits even perfunctorily Is inclined to
belleve that the war will merely breed
athers of its kind to hlight human
gerenity and happloess at some fu-
ture date. The thinking creature is
disinclined to believe that the human
family will reform its hahits of
thought and action all in one moment,

In order to promote the “interna-
tlona! triumph of peace that Is cer-
taln to seitle down after the world
wearies of the present blood carnival”
the pence propagandisis are direating
theilr energles into educational chan-
nels. Some are content with paint-
ing lurid pictures of the horror of
war. These pictures, to be sure, are
dlstressing and terrifying. They shock
us Indescribably, The weaker our
nervous evstem and the greater our
santimentality, the greater the shock.
This is a harsh statgnent, but unfor-
tunately a true one. Others while
away their time organizing peacte
bodies or in circulating petitions call-

ing on the King, Czar and others
please to quit fighting.
However, it has remained for a

magazine writer, Ray Stannard Daker,
to find the true solution for the end
of war., Baker is an old-school senti-
mentalist of the sob-=lster variety,
and regulating the universe is o
tritling thing for his massiye imagina-
tion. Writing in the current jssue of
the -American Magazine, Baker de-
scribes a German Invasion of the
United States Immediately following
the great war which his pen brings
to an end In the year 1815, J

Baker, at the outset, admits our
woeful lack of preparedness (o meet
the threatencd Invaslon, He not only
admits it, he glories in it. He ple-
fures @& wave of militant spirit
throughont the country and a great
rush to arms. But stay—

Why need we fight? Particularly
when we can't put up much of a
fight, anyway? A 'Wwoman over in
Chicago starts & new movement, Fem-~
inism comes to the rescue. Having
had s big part, along with provincial-
{sm. in getting us into such a hole,
it ia only meet that feminism shonld
come to the rescue.

At this stage Baker's woman sweeps
the country with her resasoning. A
great new light bursis over the coun-
try. The President and his Cabinet
heave # =igh of rellef. The die is
esst. We shall hove no war, not even
I£ it is forced upon us.

Germany, =uspiclous of our meek
epirit, =ends an armads. Troops are
landed at New York. Do we fire
upon them? We do mot. Rather we
=end them hot mince ples and shrimp
#alad and they have a jolly time In
their Manhsttan trepches. Every-
whers the German soldiers are greet-
ed with courtesy and made welcome.
Not a shot is filred. Even our hood-
jums embrace them. Enraged, the
German commander, still fearing a
trap, levies tribute on New York.
Thirty million dollarg is the sum
asked. What shall we do now?

The situation is quickly met by
Baker's master mind. He introduces
into “thiz delicate situmtion an editor
named Gibbs, who writes & humorous
editorial suggesting that the money
be paid, sauving that the city has been
paying tribute to ths Irish for the past
fifty years and that it f= high time
to give something to the German=
This editorial carries the country by
storm. The American “sense of hu-
mor” i reached. Americans begin
to snicker, then to laugh. They laugh
all day. The remainder of the world
catches the infection. By night war
has been laughed out of existence,

This is a falr sample of peate prop-
aganda run tiot. The trouble is that
it s bullt on s foundation of =and.
The strocture is o mere alr castle,
which ecrumbles when we rub our

oy Ml Mg

peaple. That s why children cry for

‘note the trifling fact that no
country will ever invade the United
States uniess we show a spirit of ag-
gresslveness. War is only & means.
If the end can be achleved without
it, 8o much the better., Germany nor
any other country would send armed
expeditions to our soll. She svould
merely notify us that she wantad
something we had—a foothold in
Southern America, unrestricted con-
trol of the Papama Canal, or some-
thing we could not afford to part
with without lgwering tha standard
of our eclvi n and reducing the
staie of our prosperity. It would then
be up to us to force the lssue,

In such & case as our peace expert
cites, Germany would not be permif-
ted to despoll us alone, Even if we
did not resent such an intrusion there
wonld be fighting on our shores just
the same—T{ighting of rival invaders
over the spoils. There would be a
mad scramble to see who could get
the most and when the International
wolves had gotten through, the prin-
cipal Industry for humbie American
citizens would be that of drawing
jinrickshes through the streets of
our Western citias,

The pesce dream fs a beautiful
vizfon. War is horrible and revolt-
ing. But so long as the nations of
the world continue to obtain their
part of the food supply by might, it
ts well thut we should not let our con-
sclences get too far ahead of them and
our £trong arm too far behind.

OUR EMANCIPATED FPOETS.

The war of liberation for the poets
rages with unabated fury. What the
children of the Muse are fighting for
is ““free verse,” or vers libre, to use
thelr eradite dialect This means
postry without rhyme and often with-
out reason. The wild, erratic race
want to write just as they feel with-
out the fetisrs of grdinary prosody.
Feet they detest as bitterly as rhyme.
Walt Whitman is theilr model and
Chaos is thelr choxen divinity,

In anctent times rhyme was not
used. The Greek poets bound them-
seives by rigorous metrical rules, but
they did not waste thelr faculties in
the quest for rhymes. Every reader
can remamber scores of occasions
when, under the inspiration of the
Muse with his brain in o fine frenzy
glowing, hea has begun to pour forth
tmmortal poatry like & deluge only
to be brought up short st the end of
the third line for want of a miserable
rhyvine. Why submit to any such fool-
ish imposition? The futurist poet
declared with many & violent gesture
and sulphurous oath that he will not
submit and free verse is the product
of his emancipated state. -

It is delightful to see genius dis-
porting itself unchained. Its demon-
strations are hilarious) as those of a
cow taking a holiday and often quite
as gracefnl. Rhyme was invented by
the monks in the dark ages to cover
up their lack of classleal Inspiration.
In their hands it rounded off some
fine hymns, such as “Dies Irae” From
the monks [t has come down to us
not altogether as & blessing, perhaps.
Still Shelley found it no great handi-
eap. In the lyrica of the Promethens,
for example, he fairly luxurintes in
rhvmes, casting them jnto the verse
where they are plainly superfluous
ornamenta. Burns rhymed without
much difficulty. So did Goldsmith,
who might have written the “Trav-
eler” and the “Deserted Village” In
blank verse if he had prafererd. But
he chose to rhyme them.

It i= probably true that great artisis
in any domain rather enjoy binding
themselves by strict laws., They lka
to show what they can do under dif-
ficultiex As for rhythm, and regu-
jar rhythm at that, we do not ses how
there can be real poetry without it.

WHAT IS A GOOD NOVEL?

Whether they liks it or not librar-
fans ars obliged by the mnature of
thelr business to assume the part of
censors. They cannot buy all the
books that pour from the press. They
cannot even buy all that their patrons
ask for. Diecrimination s forced
upon them by want of money and of
space for shelves. They must separ-
ate the good from the bad mnd in
trying to do so they must apply some
principles of approval and condemna-
tlon. As =oon as they begin to do g0
ditficulties sccumulate. What is a
good book? The question is falrly
ensy to answer as long as we take
account of science, history and such
subjects,

A good history is, first of all, one
thiut mokes u vezsonably succe=sful
effort to toll the truth. If in addition
to that prime quality It has literary
stvle and wit, so much the better. A
good scientific work is omne that gives
the results of the latest experiments
in readable form if it s designed for
the great public. If it is designed
only for elect specialists the experi-
ments are everyvthing and the form
nothing.

Even poetry, elusive as it is, Is quite
easy to sepurate into good and bad.
Good poétry is the kind one became
familar with in the Fifth Reader at
school. Bad poetry Is any kind that
differs from it in versificatlon or sen-
timent. Discrimination is a compara-
tively lMght task for the Iibrarian in
these fislds, It is flction that breeds
troubls for him. What 13 a good
novel? The rude, vulgar definition is
facile enough. To the multitude & good
noval is one that Interests a person
no matter how badly it may deprave
morals or shock common sense. The
demos cares nothing for i own mor-
als and sadly ittle for its mind. As
fong as it is amused It i content. But
Row can the conscientious librarian
permit the people to be amused at
the¢ expense of thelr higher natare?
Thus trouble arises. What the public
wants 18 often not for the public’s
good., The librarian has to say nay
to the clamors for a best seller and
turn gway & growling throng from the
garbage heap in which it fain would
root.

Thus, as we snid, the librarian with
any vestige of a conscisnce is obliged
to become a censor. He has to for-
mulate a definition of a zood novel
which will exclude many s tale that
seems good to tha unlettered public.
Doing It for the good of thelr souls,
he ought to be overwhelmed wwith
gratitude, but he is not. The mult-
Yude §s esidom strikingly grateful to
those who would save its soul or
mend fts wits. Tt prefers to shower
blessings on those Wwho plunder It
both morally and financially. _But
with all our superior consideration
for morals and wits we must admit
with the mob that a novel cannot be
a good one unless it is interesting. It
neads other qualities, of ccurse, butl
this it must have or it is naught. The
stories that die are those that nobody
reads except as a matter of painful
duty either in the classroom or In jall.
Those that live achieve thelr fmmor-

eyes and take g2 second and clﬂ!!l'j

lmlr.r primarily because they Interest

LA

Ay

«Hamlet,” or pretend to. That some
of the hungry walls for that Imper-

ishable play are crocodile need mnotl

impeach the genuineness of yours and

ours, dear reader,

But granted that a novel is Inter-
esting, what other qualities =should it
have im® order to deserve the title of
“gogod”? Should it be “moral’ for
instance? We wish somebody would
say precigely what s meant by
smmoral” We have known people of]
frreproachabls habits who called the
Venus of Milo immoral and sawv noth-
ing wrong in foreclosing & mortgage
on a widow's house, To & great many
vociferous persons morallty 1s a mat-
ter of clothing and nothing else. Let
an ulcer be decently clad and they
will eall it & beauty spot with all the
pleasure in the world. But on the
pther hand if you strip the raiment
from beauty they will as resolutely
call it an ulcer. Applied to literature
this signifies that bad books are those
which tell uopleasant truths, while
good ones are such as conceal the

facts of life with more or less dex-

terity,. The s=ame rule applies to
plays. 1Ibsen's and Brieux' are bad
or immoral because they face the
facts of experience, while those lke
“The Auctioneer” are altogether love-
I¥ because they skin over tho truth
of the world with patent falsehood.
We think a really good novel must,
hesides belng interesting, be true to
Hifa. It need not deal with the un-
pleasant facts of the world. There
are many pleasant ones and they are
just as true as the others. A novel-
ist, like a painter, has the right to
solect his material according (o his
own Hking, but if his selecUon i= such
as to give an illusory picture of the
world his bogks are bad. Much as we
ghould rejoice were innocence alwavs
safe and virtbe always rewarded, we
know perfectly well that it = not so
and we know, loo, that a pervon svho
gshould act as If it were so would
promptly come to grief. Our reading
cught not to be of such a naturs that
it unfits us for living and working in
the real world. It seems to us that
the worst of all novels are not those
which appeal te the animal nature.
though they are often deplorable, but
such as sweaken the will and discour-
age effoft by depicting a false world.
This was the fault of those .old Sun-
day school tales in which some rich
and benevolent stranger always hter-
posed at the critical moment to suc-
cor oppressed wirtue. They actually
mrmed many a youth by exciting ex-
pectations which were never likely to

come trae.
To our mind the ideal book for
popular reading is one where 4

worthy end 18 attdined by fair flght-
ing. whers a hero gains his ambitions
by the use of his own wits and where
chanca and colneldence play as small
a part as they do in real Hfe., If It
shows =oma ltile literary style, too,
that is n valuable extra, but it can
hardly be expected &s an ordinary
article of diet.

Great Britain offers to buy wooien
goods from the United Btates, but
denles us much of the raw wool nec-
essary to supply our own nepds. That
country forbids export of waol from
Ausiralia and South Africa to muy
other country than the Britizh Isles
on the plea of military necessity, al-
though the wool of those colonles Is
not suited to military uses and  Is
naeded for our domestic consumption.
The circumstances have aroused sus-|
picion in this cotntry that the British
government is using the Whr as a pre-
text for alding Hritish woolen manu-
facturers by providing them with
abundant raw material while denying
it to their American competitors. This
is a matter which the Stute Depart-
ment might well take up'in connec-

tion with the British treatment of
contraband.

Arilzona saloonmen have gone to
Mexieo in large numbers declaring
themselves sickened of the country.
They'll fes! different ahout the time

Villa discovers them and begins levy-
ing tribute.

Amerioan field guns are being
shipped to Russin. Tn view of our
own pitiful shortage of such weapons
it i= littla short of & crime to let any
get out of the country.

Now tha Russians say they have
won another vieory over the Aus-
trians. Three monthe #ngo they

claimed to have the Austrians comzg
pletely wipad out.

We are Inclined to discredit the sug-
gostion that the Kalser will have
French and Russlin surgeons In con-
sultation when he goes to the sur-
EerF¥.

The day we turn the FPhilippines
over to the Filipinos we ocught to cut
the cable, so our feelings may not be
harrowed by what follows.

Cnlonel Boosevelt {s quoted as say-
tng we will have to fight the Germans,
The Colone] absolutely refuses to be
kept off the front page. "

g battle zomes are tranquil ex-
cept’ for occasional outpgst ralds and
& trench sally now and then to keep

the soldlers warm,

Don't forget to send out a batch
of Oregonian Annosis, Let vyolir
friends learn more of the wonderland
of the Coast.

Onea of these days one of the com-
batanis will make the mistake of
seizing & Standard Oil Company ves-
szl,

Germian culture and Britlsh higher
the

morality continue 1o ocCupy
trenches in Belgium.
The war is now confined very

largely to the issuance of bulletins
claiming victory.

With Winter closing down in Po-
Jand witch the fur fiy In France and
Flanders.

i

Thoe cave dwellers of modern times
Hisa in the subterranean trenches of
Europe.

No, Edith, the Buropesan warflald
bears no relation to our own David.

Mighty few gpod resolutions left
by this time, we WageT.

We are still pleading for mercy at
Naco.

Our climata seems to improve with
age,

'ra:qm'in; time looms ahead.

\

l

The ball fan grows restless.

.
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Administration Demounced aw Gremcest

Fallere In History,
An interview with Governor Colgoett
(Dem.), of Texas,
_ “The Wilson Adminiatration has heen
the grealest fallure In the history of
the Prealdency. The South Is a land
literally flowing with milk and honey.
it has made one of the biggest and best
crops In its history, and yet, becauss
of the utter incompetency of the man
fn tharge of the Governmant, Its bumi-
nesa 1= proatrated, itz credit is Impaired
}md thousands of Its pecple ale siarv-
ne.

“The Administration’s tariff law was
pledged to lower the cost of living, and
It hais had the contrary effect. By put.
ting raw materiais on the free list and
keeping the protective tariff on manuo-
facturad goods It has condemned
American farmara by hundreds of thou-
sands to peonnge, and has enabled the
manufacturers, getting thelr raw ma-
terinls choaper, to charge higher prices
for their goods, which they have done
Hides wers froe lsted, and ahoes have
gone higher.

“Phix is true of virtually every single
ttem similarly treated in the Adminia-
tratlion tarllf law, The American farmer
gots less for hi= raw materials, the
Amerigan workingman pays more for
the finlshed product, wmud both are
robbed further to enrich the protected
manufscturing trusta and combines

“The Administration's forelgn policy
has been Imbecillc. It has allowed
England to dictate conditions as to cot-
ton shipments that enabled the English
spinners to rob American cotton grow-
era of half the wvalue of their crop.
England stopped American shipmeanls
until the English spinners bought thelr
supply at 6% cents a pound and stored
It in Texas and other Southern ware-
hnum’."a.\

‘““The Administration's repeal of the
Panatma Canal tolis exemption jaw, in
viciation of the party's. Nationul plat-
form, was maother wesk surrender Lo

England. 1f free tolls had not been re-
pealed, hundreds of American-owned
g, would have

ships, fiving a forelgn [l

come under the American fiag to gel
the beonefit of the exemption, and we
would todayl have an American mer
chant marine compeatent to carry our
goods to forelgen markats Wa hava
no such merchant marines and to sup-

ply 1t the Wilson Administration la pro-
poesing to spend the taxpayers” money
buying a subsidized National shipping

sarvice. »
“Phe Wilton-Brysn management of
the Mexican wffalr has bodn an egre-

gious failure. They landed an Amerl-
can army in Vera Cruz to force Hueris
to salule the flag, and have brought it
back without geilting the malute.

wrhey now ask Congress Lo appropri-
ate ovar $500,000 to the expansa ol
that rldlculous exy tion, For what?
What did it accompiish? Tt mot all
Mexico aflame agninst the Amerlcans,
not gonly In Maxlco hut In Texan, whers
all along the morth bank of the Rio
Grande thersa are 100 Mexicans for onhe
American.

“It brought on a reign of terror ali
along the Texas border, that when
thae Federal Government refused to af
ford protection for our poople in thelir
own state | was-forced to send 1200
Texps troops down thers to give L
Mexlcan bandit gangs wore crossing
the border into Texax, rafding and tar.
rorizing our scattered people. Women
and children ware huddled together in
brick houses, mennced with murder and
WOrse,

“AMy desk was flooded with telegramn
hankors,

from chambers of commerce,
stockmen aund other rosponsible clti-
sons, praving for protection at points
xll along our 1200-mile frontisr.

“The Fadernl Government had only
60 troopern at Browusville toe covVer

more than two-thirds of that long bor-
der, When 1 r ed the Texas Siate
troops down th . mtationlng a com-
pany &t each of the prinaipal border
towns, I Instrieted them not to cross
the river nar in any way to violate the
noutrality law, but at all ¢osts to pro-

tect the lives and property of Texus
people,

“Sacrotary of War Garrison tule-
graphed me that he thought It nnwise

to have Lwo military forves occupying
the sime territory under separale com-
manders and soggestad that 1 with.
draw the state troopi 1 wired him
that T would withdraw the Texas troops
when he sent an  equal number of
United States regulars to take their
place. And 1 kKept our men there yntil
he 414 send an equal number of regu-
lars to replace them, &t gvery place
where our men were stationed

*wWilaon and Bryan have stood by, an-
couraging one gang of bandits aftor
another, while peopils were being butch.
ered all qver Mexico, while the wvast
American interests in that country were
being confiscated and shot to pleces,
and today the Mexican chaos ls wWorse
thun at any time since Madero was as-
sassinated. Villa In the dictatar of
the country snd | understind that all
he wants !s to be chief of pollice of the
City of Mexico, with control af ths
gambling conccssions in the Clty of
Mexlco and Jusrex Our Government
hus Kept Bogland and Germany from
restoring order in Mexico, and has it-
self done nothing but contribute to the
disorder nnd lawlessness by iis vacll
jating watching and walting pollcy
it can be called a pollcy, The proper-
tied Interests of Mexlco and the big
American exploiters of Mexican rosour-
ces have got ocontrol of tha situation
absolutely, and these same Interests
haye got the ear of our Government al
Washington,

“The Administration’s anti-lrust Inwn
are bare-faced falkes no far ne protact
ing the people from trusi oppressibn s
concerned. These lnws plense nobody
alne w0 well as they do the Etandard
011, Steel anfl other Eredt trusis,

“I am afraid the National election o
of the fallure of

1816 will. becausec

thesa pollcies, end the Damoeritic Na-
tional regime. The policles of the
Demoeratlo iational Administration

have wholly falled either to curb mo-
nopolles or to lower the cost of Nving
for the people, and they have materially
eontributed to deprive milllons uf wage
earners of employment

Hot Lake Never Freeses.

HOT LAKE, Or., Jan. 1.—(To the Hdi-
tor.)—A cold weather story has bean
published In nesrly all the leading pa-
pors of tha Northwast to the erfect
that Hot Lake has froren ovar and tha
Sudsts ard skating on it

1 wonder the romancer did not add
that a skater broke through the lce
and scalded his fest. Thers ls not &
word of truth in the articie.

There Is a small pond near Hot Lake
which freegzes over every Winter, but
Hot Lake itself has never yvet hecn af-
fasted by the weather, and on the cold-
ext day this sesson the steam from the
surface of the lske could he seen for
miles.

will vou kindly sid me in nullifying
the effect of such & libel dn this old
natural wonder of the Northwenst?

G. W. TAPE

Cabianet and Sapreme Court.
PORTLAND, Jun. 2.—(To the Edi-
tor.)—Kindly publizsh names of mem-
bars of Cabinet and alse Supreme Court
for benefit of school children. .
H. J. WILKES

President’s Cabinet: Secretary of
State, Willinm Jennings Bryan; Secre-
tary of Treasury, Willlam Gibbs Me-

Adoo: Seécretary of War, Lindley AL
Gurrison; Alttorney-General. Thomas
Watt Gregory; Postmaster- General,

Albert Sidney Burleson: Secretary of
Navy, Josephus Daniels; Secreétary of
interior, Franklin Knight Lane; Secre-
tary of Agriculture, David Franklin
Houston: Secretary of Commerce, Will-
fam C. Redfiasld; Secretary of Labor,
William Bauchop Wilson. UV, 8. Bupreme
Court: Chief Justice, Edward D). White;
Associate Justices, Joseph McKenna,
Oliver W. Holmes, Willlam R, Day,
Charles B, Hughes, W. Van Devanter,
Joseph R. Lamar, Mahlon FPitoey, Jamen
Clark McReynolds. -

A New Year Memory.

By James Barten Adsms.

The frost. as a blanket of sparkiing
geme, gleamed bright on ths
waste of anow

That covered the farma in the old hamw
stats In &« Winter of long ago.

And the merry }ingle of bells was hourd
cloar-toned on & wintry night

As the old farm sleds bore thelr merry
loads of youth In thair rapld
flight.

Away, away to the qualnt otd chureh
that in modesty long had sthod

An the Sabbath shrine of the Christinn
folk st the edge of the grand old
wood, -

And a sacred look was on every face
as the folks of the farms sat in

That chapel to waleh the old year out
and welcome the New Year in

I sat by thoe side of a4 rustic lass a8
the minister, old nnd gray.

In ¢arnest manner a lesson drew from

the your just passing awwy |

sands of our lives were running

out. and those whom we held

N most doar

Would soma day Over us walch an we
were watohing the dyityg year.

The

But a new glad life would upon us
dawn, as the yoAr now hoaring
Its bBirth

Would dmwn with & glorious llght
‘twould thrill the souls of tha
Christian earth,

And he counspeled us all o grest thwm

yoar with gladness, ar we wonld
greol

The newborn life that awalted us st
the foot of the merey seat

Azx we cuddled close In the old Tarm
slod, homebound ‘neath the moon
light clear,

The lessan wo'd heard from the preach
er's 1lips 1 whiaperad into her oar

And 1 nsked why weo shouldn't gres
the sear with the gindiness of

youthful love—
neath the mid-

wWith n mutual plodge
night stars ‘twould be sanctionsd
by heaven above?

Our handa there met in instinctive
clanp ‘neath the robe of the bui
falo

That shielded us from Lhe Winters
breath that rose from Lho spar
hiing sanow,

And the pledge was wsaaled with «
potndless kiss, for, others wars
cuddlod near,

too sacrod that preclous seul

And far
to fall on u llstening +ar

Ah! aweet the memoriesn clustersd
‘round that ride on & winiry
night

When the runnera creaked on the frast-

gemmed snow "neath the rled b
ts rapid flight,

And glad were the yours that have
come and goas since the pledg:
of betrothal Kies

Cuured two ) ng haatfts ‘nesth
shagey robe to trembis with

theill of bliss
Our heads wre stroaked with the frosts
of time, bont onur hoarts ara u
soung and warm
they were that night wa
along on the road (o the o}l home
farm,
And 1 gaze
words
win
night
Yeur
Yoear

L] finw

An

witit pride on the wife tha
of the ministor heiped ma
when we watched the oid
out and walcomed tha Neow
in.

—James Barton
e e

THE LUCKY FATHERLAND.

I went Into & drug stars
To buy & box of pllis,
And found the price had rinen
At Jeast full tifty mills
And when | asked thes reason
Waa told, with candor free
“The stuff these pills ars muede of
All vomes from Germanes.™

That

Adame

I dropped In to another place
To gel a can of paint,

But the prica tha vlerklet nsked me
Quite threw me Iin a faint

I asked himn why this highar price,
And, lovoking siralght at wme,

He sald, “It's chisf Ingredieni
Must come from Cermined

Paratfine oll, our doolor says
18 good for us to take
For any s we really have,
Or those wo choose to fake
I hought another pint tods)
But the price, oh, hully gee
The reason given “This oll 1s made
Only in Germanee.™

{ wentl Into & lot of shop
Whers food and clothes aud toys
Are kept for sala 1o wainen
And men and giris and boys
But I found the prices of them &l
Wero on & jamborge—
“Bacause the things they re mado of
All come from Germanes.”

Ho now 1 fully understand
Why prices are ko high

And why they will remain so
Until the clouds roll by

The cinch will aure continue
Shopkeopera all agree,

Becauss the things we've gol Lo have
All come from Ueormanase

No mutter what you are buying
Nor what you want §t for,

The price han tiltad akyward,
"Rocanse, siF. of the war g

And If, in [ace, Itn made in Maine
Or down In Tonnessee

You'll moet the hacknied antidots

This came from Germanse™

8o, 11 we feel the preasure of
High prices here and there—
Remembering that “hers and thers
Moans all of everywhore-

Lat's gather in what pleasurs
That may corae to you anid me
s recalling how It Lalpa the poor
Across in Germanas!
-7, T.
e ————————
RECORDS IN JUDGMENT.
Edwin Markhsm, in Nautilus
Doctors and clerks, would you detect
The crowning mark of the Elect
Know who belleve beyond retiuke
The Gospel and the Pentateuch—
Know who accept the Thirty-Nine
And taste with Christ the mystic wine
Then search the face of him you doubt
And that will let the aescret out.
Explore the face, gnd do not mpare
The Buok of Life isn written thers

Gear

And would you know the othar hom
Thoxs that profane the Holy Ghosi.
Those that deny the Ancient Waord
The seers upon the mountaln heard
Then aearch the countanance, and trare
Thelr heresles upon the faon:

That hardened line, that lovelens look
Are records in the Judgmen! Book
The truth is wrilten and writ plain
Whether we he for Christ or Caln,

REQUISCAT.
I hava laid ¥ou In memory's vaske!
And dropt on your bier sllent tear
In the shrine of my heart burned the
incenss .
Of those far off wonderful years,
When you wefe My own, my own and
my !
tAb, I knew that such Joy. scme day,
Muost filt ke & wild bird, tired of cars,
From its oaptor's hend away!)

Oh lips that I pressed

And hands I curessed,

That 1 never may touch again’
The light of your eyes

And your golden bair llea

Like & sheon over all of my pain
—Jo. Hartman

Long Evenings at the Farm.
Atchivon Globe
Come now the long avenings when a
farmer has ample time to porise hin
mall-order catalogue.




