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sTINTING THE NAVY.

1 of the recommendations
Danielzs with those of the
th » as to ad-

Navy
rees furnishes

Comparis
Secretn

of

ward «af
na

e our

an exampie of the 1 =Sity Lhaul pres-
zure b brought o bear on both Con-
5 and Lthe executlive Jdepartment=
lér to ensure adequate force for
[ of the country Almost
without ex ption retury roecs=
ommends less now J than
General Board, and the House

nllows less than the Segretary hus rec-
ammended, For gsome veurs under Re-
publican rile s Secretary endorsed
fuull the Banrd's recommendations
and geoded In extorting from the
House the full alilowance for battle-
ships at 1« but under Democratic
ritle this has nmot been so. Sacrotary
down what the General

NOoes ind Lhe Houss

% a2 furt " ont
Thiz has b dones in face of the
fuct that the ne Bonrd is com-
posied of experta in naval warfare, who
=nut out ull considerations cxcept the
force nNece ry Lo National Security
On October 17, 1903, it expressed tihe
apinion, *“‘after maturs consi ation

interests
wval

vf our National pollcies and
and of those of the other leading
nations.” that the fleet should be bullt
up to A strength of fortyv-geight battle-
£hips by the vear 1519, Although its
composition has_fgince béen changed,
it ha=s held to the same opinion, Start-
In 1903 with ten battleships com-
pleted and fourteen auythorized, It rec-
ommended that two additlonal be au-
thorized each vear until and Including

ing

the rear 1#15. Completion of these
ghlps would huave brought the fleet (o
the desired strength four years Ister.

In §its report for this yvesr the Gen-
erigl Rosrd sava s conclusions were
fixed “by o cnlm and logical review of
the polleies and aims of the Natlon
and the known laws and prospective

developments and aim= of other couns
tries: and the pollcy was to provide
and maintain at all times s fleet equal
to or superior to that of any other na-

tion likely to challenge our policles.
Il decinres that “any navy less than
adequate o the best interests of thua
country I8 an expense to the nation
without being a protection,” It uses
these forceful words, which are warthy
of alttentlon from every patrlotice

Ameriean:

The

wead

has beer
when the
the Wi

cluslh
or

t=mil our

of what Is pecessnry to the :\'aﬁom.l]

defense.

We have had proof during the pres-
ent war of the soundness of the Gen-
oral Board's judgment. Germany has
& navy stronger In capital ships than
our own, but its main battle fleet has
remained cooped wvp in port because
nopelessly inferior to the British navy.
The German navy has conflined itself
to naval guggrilla war with submas
rines and crulsers. These vessals have
perfarmed someé specincular feats, but
have made practically no impression
on British naval strength. The sub-
marines have disposed of one battle-
ship and about half & dozen crizlsers,
most of them of old types. The Ger-
mun crulsers have damaged c¢om-
merce, but have almost all Lesn de-
stroyed by more powerful shipe, Their

| suecess at Coronel In sinking two Brit-
ish

ships only gees to prove that a
nution might a8 well have no ships at
all as have inferior ships. Upable to
command the sea, the main German
fleet has proved of no value éxcept as

a possible menace to keep the enemy
on the alert. Thé Germun ymtion has
not been geiting the value of Its
money. ‘

This Natlon should eslther follow the
General Booard's advice and build “'a
fleet eqgual to or superior to that of
any nation lkely to challenge our pol-

ic or abandon the ati2mpt 1o have
u Navy. Anxthing less than encugh
ig In this case no bettar than nothing,
— ]
FOR A LIFE IN PRISON?

Judge MoeGinn's remuarkable review
of the Tronson e jg n powerful ap-
pral for the rigld and oxuct enforce-
ment of the Jaw uagainst muarder. 1t
{8 more. It is an unapnswerahle ar-
raignment of the foolish sentimentali-
ty whirh led at the recent eleciion to
tha abolishment of capital punish-
ment.,

Tronson, 4 bleodyv-minded and lust-
erazed murderer., ought te be hanged.
He wis and I8 a ravenous beast who
should be exterminated for the safety
of socicty 1l 25 an sxnmple to other
low=-wil human walves

Juidge MolGinn sentenoed
to life imprisonment and demanded
in the name of justice that life im-
prisonment should mMenn nothing
short of e Imprisonment. Why did
Judge MeGinn  register his  solemn
protest in mdva e Agiinst any
s=ible future attempt to mitigate
severity of hi= judgment?

Betausze he knows what
happens when a murderer in Oregon
escapes the and ¢ confined
naminally turil life in the
penitentiary. The inevitable result is
that an agitation for hls releaze or
pardon or parcle soon begins. No Gov-
ernor has ever been able to &scape
the Importunities tearful relatives
or sympiathetic f{riends. No parole
board Tha failed to attacked
through an organized ocampaign In
behall of fame ot fousg man-=luver,

How many murderers senteheced to
a Hfe term have died In prifon in
Oregon? The Oregonian ventures Lo
say not one in five.

Tronson

pos=

the

aAlwave

gallows
for his

NO TAUSE FOR EXCITEMENT.

the dispute over the ferms of
the prospective prohibition statute
shall hecome s heated occupy
the attention of the Legislatura®to the
exclusion® o% other Iimportant® busi-
n . @ observations as o how
little law iz needed to enforee the con-
zill{ulh»u;:I amendmont mayvy not be
amiss.

Lest

asg to

few

feay
the

The Oregonian asserts, without
thaut

of Eued ul contradiction,
conFtitutiondl amendment
able without the enactm “any
statute whatever. The amendment
prohibits the manufacture or sule of

of

intoxicating ligquor In Oregon. It is
self=executing. After Junuoary 1, 1916
siale Or manufacture of intoxicating
Hquor may he njol -‘:! or abuted as
w ubliec nuisance, because It will be
ilegal in addition, under the
statute prohibiting comimon law
- | anisances, the wviolutors of the Ilaw
muay be fined from %50 to $200 or im-

prizsoned for
By reason of the fact that manufac-

i period of six months,

practi-

Bourd holds t our
insulir position requires that
“mmaln delfense and protection from
il'\y fon ust alwedys rest with the |
Navy,” but It warns us that “this de-
fen=e, unjess adequute, 15 Impotent.”™

Although the General Board was
estublizhed to advise the Secretary on
1 number and tvpes of ships
mutters concerning the
1 anlthough Secretary Is a
fan having na

and on |
NV

civil-

¢ia! knowledge of the |
ubjoot and spendent on expert ad- |
vice, the Board's advice has bheen per- |
Eis dis nrded, e<¢ither by the
=i or Congress, or both. The
X number of new battleships
vuthorized has beén reduced from two |
fo one on flve occasions Experience
proved by the vear 1910 that a battle- |
I eifeciiyve, life iz twenty EWTE,

four tips ‘have thus become ob- |
a0l while two more will become su!
in 1#i56. The Navy ls now short ten |
#hips of the number required to carry

|
ont the General Board's r-rnl-:rnnn:‘w,|
for 1t has only thirty-g¢ven battle- |
when it should have .'or:_v—:
The PBoard has consistently
sought to have deficiencles made up |
by recommending four Instead of two
i each ve with a third to re-

an obasalete
mendation=s have be

place

=g
n twisted to make

but its re:'um-l

appear as desiring thut four battle- |
=hips a vear be bullt for an indefinite
period It simply proposed to I'}"rp:'FP‘
thy 1 sulficiently to Insure =& |
to! Ight ship= In 19014, nl'h.=|
building tu the re-

ships and to the

the |

i : inl
¢ of the General
from the fol-
the recommen=

the currant

opriations

an=-
ot

||:|

14 |
1 L]

W [
g '
0 1
te: (General

endorses the optunion of
Board that the “backborne
any navy consiats of lix battleahips,”

or In testifyving before the }inusf-l
naval commitiee he said: "I‘.ml'ln-l
hips the only ships wWe can relx
n o 1 the He. In effect
vndorees 12 Roan opinlon that
naval defens nless adeguate, i lm.l
potenl,” for he suid: “7If yvou go into

WaT You go in to avin' Yet he dellbh-
eralely ¢uls down the number of ships
which the Board considers adequate.
The explanation i= that he La infiu-
anced by considerations of palities and
of what be can expect to get, instead

X

ture or =nle of liguor becames o ¢rim-
|inal act, premises believid to be places
where (ntoxicating liguors are manu-
factured or sold will be subject to
searchh  under Lthe 'general =tatute
autherizing the Iss3ul of search
wurrants by magistr Under the

=ame chapter of the e destruyction
g required of =eized property, the
| muanufacture on sale of which Is un-4

lawful.

A method o compel delinguent of-
flcials_ 1o perform  their duty i en-
forcing the prohibition amendment
and the existing stntutes which have

sinad ope by its adoption, is the

L | &=d by the Legisiature of 18513,
This lnw empowers the ernar, in
the event officlals Tfall te enforce the
criminal laws, to appoint temporary

peuce officers afler the_proper show-
ing has been made in court.

If it be sald that the penaltlies at-
*hing to the sale of ilguor under
nuisance statute are inadequute

i t

. of

hat the
1 the ma
s cumberszome, it may be pointed
that the abatément of the few manu-
facturing plants wil™ automatically
Lt open saloons ont of bu=lness within
s+ short period without furflier pros

procedure ror abhate-
1y saloons in the siate
out

cedurs under state laws., The Federal
statutes prohibit shipment into the
state from another state of intoxicat-
in iquors for unjawful use Inter-

stnle Tlque
muarked
of cont

ousE pérsons

+ shipments must be piainly
to quantity and characker

Consiznments to fictiti-
are orohlbited, Penalties

-

imposed on the cuarviers for violation
are severe and Government law en-
forcvemont is =0 thorough that the car-

riers may 1 expoct to comply with
the Congressional enactment
So far ne » numercus liquor deal-

A they will be sub-

. without er legislative anact-
to n s=evering of supply. teo
of their § to destrue-

M

reover there I=s ng grave emergency

that roquires extensive dJdebate and
consideration by  the Legislature
while other Important matters wpit

In this connection it would bhe =

happy wircumstance 1If the Legislnture
a

would maks coatiniied and systematic
lobbying at Sglem In the interest of
any element, wét or dry, snwelcome
and unpopolar. It Is proper that
careful consideration Be given to the
various bills that will bg submitted,
no matter from what source they
come. It is wise that there be public
committee hearings. But insidious
lobbying, buttonhaling, and organized
political or business pressure should
be Irowned down: The J[egislature
bhas mueh to doa. If the various con-
tending elements interested in the
prohibitlon question fre permitted to
hava full sway it 1s now apparent
they will practicallly monopolite the
attention of the Legisiaidre to no use-
ful purpose but to the detriment of
the public welfare,

DENMARK'S LEADERSHIV.

The value of small countries in the
civilixed llfe of the worid s exempli-
fled by Danmark. That nation has but
an insignifica territary and its pop-
ulation I8 nol pumerous compared
with Germfany or Russia, but It has
built up A %arene ond beautiful na-
tiona) life. Denmark holds a notable
place In literatutre and art. Comfort
is widely diffused among the people
and the standard of intelligenca Is
high. It has perhape the best educa-
tional system in the world. A recent
bulletin from our PFederul Burenu of
Education states that Denmark has
only one illiterate person to the thou-
zand. while we hava sever. =

The comparison tells a great deal
to the relatlve efficiency of the Duni
public s¢hools and ours. Thelr
pulsory ultendunce mnet enforced
with rigor, but that Is the only
reison why the schools well -
tended. Intelligence 8 wvalued for
itself in that country. Teachers nre
Inoked npon as among the most dig-
nifled members of the eommunity.
Their salaries aro high, dwelllngs with

cOm-
is

not

ara

gardens are provided for them, their
positions are permancnt and when
they finally retire they are pensioned.

The public schools with thelr teach-
ing fovce occupy the place of honor
which the army holds in some other
countries. The schelars wear a spe-

cies of uniform, Education includes a

W roninded preparation for life and
the rural high schools never allow in-
terest in intellectunl subjects to dle

t. These =chools wre attended by
old and young,*whoe =tudy and recite
together. -

Teaching In the Danizsh sc¢hools is
quite emancipated from the worship
of text books, The Instructors draw
largely from their owy mental re-
gources and prefent the | various
branches after original methods, Thes
can da this because they must have a
good general education well as
thorough tefhnical preparation before

they enter the schoolroom

1 MOBRBERN l{":.“l‘.ﬂﬂl"&( TIOXN,

Inzsome pges of the world theresto-
ration of Mrs. Akers to life would
have been accountad o miracle and the
ith clans who did it would have been
worshipped as deities or put to death
ws sorcerers, according to the feelings
of those who witnessed the wonder.
The woman in guestion, Mrs, Akers,
wis undergoing a surgicil operation in
w Loy Angeles hospltsl. An anesthatic
had been administered her in the
usual way and uat a certain point in
the proceedings * thal disaster hap-
pened of which all operaling surgeons
stund In constant fear., The patient
collapsed nnd to all appearances died.
1t ¥eems that the person who was ad-
miglsteving the anesthetic did not cb-
sarve this fatul effect ontll some ten
minutes had passed. 1In other words,
Mr= Akera' soul had been’abgent from
hver hody for ten minutes before its
disappearnnce was romarked. Was it
then too late to revall the edscaped
spirit from the yvasty degp whither it
had wandered ? The physiciuns fearesd
=0 Nevarthoels they wot abont
ing the best they could.

Actording to their accounts we estn

de-

admit no doubt® that Mrs. Akers was
demd. They applied the tests which
iwre relied. upon in ‘. emergencies
and readily; perhaps g little too read-

iy, convineed themuoelves thoat she had
passed to the hourne whence no trave-
elgr returne. Her heurt had stopped
beating. Her eyver were fixed in the
stony glaye of dedath. To the common
physical -1lests for the least spark of
life she gave no response. The grim

monster hm; evidently claimed his vie-
tim aud made off with her Immortal

part to his own dark dominlons, But
the atiending physiclans fortunatels
did net lose their presence of mind in

the presence of the dread wisitation,
The nurse promptly began to admin-
=ter oxygen to the patient It 1= men-

tioned that she had enjoyed experience

on- battlefields and therefore "knew
precisely what ought to beé done. If
any argument were needed for the

value of war other than those in com-

mon use this would seem o supply
the lack. But .the oxvgen, valuable
ms it s in the trenches, was of neo
aviil Tor Mrs. Akers. Her soul did
not obey the summons of the vivily-
ing. gas.

What wis there to do next? Sci-
enced. could answer the . question,

though the answer was ver® pnew, . It
I= only within a short time that phvs|-
clans _haveventured to Jay hands upon

a patlent's heart, the veéry cltadel of
his life. WWhen it ceased to eat hope
was abandoned unti! yesterdas. - But
the surgeons in the Los Angel ThoE-
pltal opened the dead woman's chest
‘cavity. One-of them selzed the mo-
tionless heart in “hi= hand and im-

parted to it the thythmle impulses of
Ite normal motien, At first there svas
no effect.” The 'organ yvielded to the
surgen's strength, but lay Inert when
left to ftself. - But the man of sciance
persevered, and ss the lingering mo-
ments passed there appeared the faint
Inception of the miracle. The heart
fTuttered almost Imperceaptibiy. The
fluceld arteries grew elastic, though
gcurcaly more So than those of Laz-
arus when the first whisperings of the

tion of confiscated liguors, id to fine | Lord's command touched his sepul-
or impri=sonment. The manufacturers | chred ¢ar. Into the dead woman's
will be subject to fine or imprison-|lungs there crept & zephyr lighter than
ment. to ‘_‘L.n.‘:a.-..-_.ujp of their stocks|the ray of a =tar vpon &8 slumbering
on_ hat and. being fewer In number | rose But it wns enouggh. The
than the dealers, thelr activities will |rhythms of the body had been Te-
be more practically subject (o sabate- |awakened.  *““Tha" malden.” =said the
nent under the nil co statute, Savior. "ls'nol dead. but slespeth. He
The chief le lgtive enactments | meant that thh decpest death was
needed are a spocific definitlon of the | nothing but & sleep which he had
term “intoxicating liguor,™ und | power to break. Has sclence wrested
siringent laws (o rejparess the =peak-|from the depths of nature the myveters
easy and the blind-ply masquerading | thnt has béen hidden for twenty cen-
as a drugstore Additionul meas- | turles and wile never known before
ures to facilitate enforcement’ of [ exdept through aupepnatural power?
exigting laws may not be amiss bt Before we can admit any stiich mar-
we ¢an percelve no cause for alarm | vel we must flrst couvines ourselves
|rw--r possibility of faliure of the pro- | that Mrie. Akers was trily dead. Some
hibitivn amendment A referendum | skeptics will malntein that the .ver)
by the Haguor deslerz iIn the hope of | faet ‘of her reanimation proves that
galning nn additlonal ten maonths | Hfe-was only sspended. Had It been
s of IHfe ecannot be  effective, | guite extinoet, they Will argue, it conld

nat heve been rekindled. Thev boldly
assert that a person never s .deud
until all possibllity of  restoring life
Has been destroyved. and ~ chances
are thiet they are right ubMt it Pro-

fessor Loeb's wonderful experiments, |

bined with those of Dr. Carrel,
em to ollige us to modify our ordi-
nary notlons of Hfe and death. Pro-
fessor Loeb has demonstrated that life
can be perpetuated artificiaily. The
Tertilisation of the anlmal germ may
be effected without the help of the
male prineiple. Dr. Carrel hasg sev-
erad pleces of tizssue from the bodies
to which they originally belonged and
placed them nuder conditions suitable
to their survival, providing them with
what we may call molecular nourish-
ment. Thus sltuated, the severed
tissue has bheen made to live. and even
Erow. In some {nstances the growth
has been more rapid and apparently
more heaithy than it would have been
under natural couditions. Can wesay
that the Dbits of tissue thus treated by

Dr. Carrel are dead? Can we say
thiut they are alive? They continue to
grow while the body of which they

pnce formed o, part lles molderiny in
the grave.

Suppese Dr, Carrel or some similar
magician should discover a way to
conjure the =oul Into any part of the
body he likes. Having once Impris-
onad the Immortal essence In 4 muscle
or i corner of the liver, suppose he
should cut off thut plece of tissue and
cause it (o begin growing independ-
ently, as he often hasx done =imilar
segments, He assures us that he can
make these fragmentary antities thrive
for many yeuars, perhaps forever, Why
Wiay ke not thue confer upon human
beings, or at least upon small portions
of them. an earthly immortality in
which their souls shall participate?
The Tancy seems slartling, but scarcely
mare S0 than muany another triumph
of phy=lcal sclence,

FATRAVAGANCE WITH HUMAN LIFE.

What has been the cost of the
grest war in human lHves and what
relition do thes¢ losses bepar (o tho
final decision? Definite figures are
lacking on this suhbject, yetr a fairly
accurate extimate may be made from

the announcements of casualties lssued

from time to time by the contending
Irmaics,

That the total s very close to 2,-
500,000 men killed, wounded and

missing may be nssumed as a conserv-
ntive estimate. This Is a tremendous
figure, representing able-bodled men
enough Lo 2ettle 4 =tate or populate
the grentest of American cities, Yot
It i= not large o flgurse when the
enormity of the war is taken Into com-
eration. From the very first hu-
n life has been held cheap and the
doetermination has been to win
win quickly regardless of the

Hiy

Ir

one
and
cost

Germuny

to
haz set the pace in the
fighting snd hence it s not surpris-
ing that the German logses have been
fully as great as, if not really greater
then, those of nll the allies combined.
A total Joss of L.250.000 men is a fair
estimate of what the German mili-
foree has had to assimilate in
see—and this without bringing the
war measurably neaver o s yrable
deciFion. Germany set the fast and
furlous fighting pace at the outset,
rushing her splendid first line against
'rance in an effort to overwhelm that

country early in the war. The world
had its first view of the German
fighting spirit at Liege, when Iiine
after line of German Infantry and
cavalry was hurlsd to death agalnst
the defenses of the Belgian strong-
hold,

Nor did the puce lessen after the
losses sustained in Belginm. Com-
placently disposing of the fallen, the

German forces kept ahead, pell-mell,
smashing the French first and second
defense lineg and taking losses of two

men to one in order to ohbtain thelr
muin object—Paris, and the rout of
| the Franch army.

Even after the dizaster on the
Marpe and the retirement o the
Alsne the Germuens did not lessen
their pace. Line after line was agaln
hurle forward against the superior

forces of tha French and_British., who
had bv this time falriy completed thelr
mobilization, Falllng to break the
westarne foes hy frontal smashing, the

Cormans nt their flyving columns
to the Channel, taking Antwerp en
rouke. Then they completed their
entrenchment on the second French
lina of defense and sertled Jdown to
w defensive campalzn while the men=
are of the Russ to the east was be-

Ing taken care of.

For some weeks the numerically
inferior German forces in the west-
ern areie have begn holding their
ground, often sending forward des-
perate ocharges to counteract a strat-
egit: zaln or concentration of the al-
Hles, Fearful loasps have heen en-
tailed. We have read of trenches
filled with the dead and malmed, of
battlefields fairly carpeted with vie-
tim=. But the Germana have taken
these losses stoleully and held theilr
ground In the west,

The same grim tenacity has marked

their course in the eastern theater,
where agnin they have besn greatly
outnumberad. In Poland and East-
ern Prussia the Germans have had

no advantage except that of their de-
termined fighting spirit. Perhaps
portions of their first line men have
been superior to portions of the Rus-
n first line troops in matters of
discipline, training s&nd equipment.
But the advantage has not bean great.
Therefore the desperaie German ag-

gressiveness must have been respon-
v thelr conduct against the

1%,
t was the German military spirit
that took Veon Hindenburg half way
nor Poland to o position In front

of Warsaw, from which he was forced
retire by a sharp Russian offen-
It was the German'offensive
spirit that rallled the Kalser's forces
and sent’ the Russians back from
Prussian territory after the issue was
apparently settled. Once agaln they

.
to

slve,

were driven baeck. Ten days azo the
German position In Poland was
thought untenable. The S8Slav an-

sluught was delivered with seemingly
irresistible fury. Broken and over-
whelmed, the Germans fell back. But
n Hindenburg plecked the moment
when the Russian offensive was fairly
spent and deliverad & counterstroke
which, during the past week, amazed
the world.

, Wow the tide appears to be flowing
the other way. Once again the Rus-
izns Mave taken the offensive and
have been making gains= In Poland,
while holding their own in Northern

Prussia and Gallefa. But the world
has learned to draw mo conclusions
as to the outcome. The Ger-
mans have shown such a marvelous

capacity for assimilating punishment
und losses that it |s fair to expect that
will deliver another counter-
siroke which may send the Russians
back again to the Vistnla in Poland.

But while the tide flows back and
forth the guestion arises a=s to what
&ffect the fearful losses are going to
have on the German fighting ma-
chine. Already a quarter of the Cer-
mun first and xefond lines s gone,
estimating the inftlal svar strength’ of

the Germans st $.500,000. The Ger-
mans say they can ralse 10.000,000
men if nécessary. But to do this they
must use. young boys and old men.
German military authorities have
been Joudest In their contampt of
such raw material in Buttle. There-
fore It would seem thiat unléss they
become more economical  with their

(firsl-class fighting men the pressnt

poliey of lavizh expenditure of human
life may prove a serious setback in
the jater stages of the war, especially
if the sreat struggle degenerates into
i test of national endurance.

MESSAGES FBOM OVEE YONDER.

Sir Oliver Lodge professes a robust
falth in spirit communications which
the great majority of mankind can-
not share, no matter how much they
may envy it. The distingulshed sclen-
tiffc man asserts that the posstbility
of communicating with the world be-
yond the grave has been "deflnitely
proved.” Few agree with him. Proof
to: one mind s merely vVagu® sugges-
tion to another. Evidence that con-
vinces Sir Olver Lodge appears vain
and inslgnificant to his next-door
nelghbor. 1t s pretty safe to say that
belier in spirit communications wlll
never becoms common until gome way
has been devised to obtain them hab-
Itually and easily., A5 long as theag
phénomena depend upon unusual gifts
in the medium and must be produced
by means of hocus pocus with cabl-
nets, darkrooms and incantations of
one sort and another, no extensive cre-
dence will be awarded them. The sus-
plelon of hembug wil usually oul-
weigh any possible testimony to their
verncity.

Henri Bergson, who has become a
member the Psaychical Research
Soclety, has pointed out another wenk-
ness in the current evidence for spirit

of

communications. It s purely person-
al. The eredence we give it depends
greatly apon our confldence in the

witnesses. If we know them intimate-
lyv and feel sure of their trustworthi-
ness we are disposed to believe what
they say, no matter how startling it
may be. But noe man il known per-
sonally to more than a few people and
everybody I8 a total stranger to the
next generatlon. Honce evidence of
this kind is unavoidably limited in its
influence to a small circle ut most and
it loses terribly from the effect of
time. When m ges from the other
world become a8 common as telephon-
ing there will be no more skepties,

Whether thi= triumph can ever be
achieved or not hy the peyvehie re-
searchers 1= & question which nobody

i In a situation to answer Positive
aszgertions one way or the other are
unwige hecause they depend upon in-

sufficilent knowledge. If spirits exist,
why should they not return and talk
to their old acquaintances? 4f they do
not cxist, of course nothing of the
sort should be sxpected.

BUFFALO VOTES FOR COMMISSION.
Buffalo 15 to become the largest city

under the commiesion form of gov-
ernment, having adopted a commis-
#ion charter by popular wvote. The

chaurter = similur in many particulars
te that of Portland, there being five
commissionery, only three of ‘whom
are to be elected at one time aftor the
firat election They nre to take the

places of no less than fiftx elective of-
ficer=. Pariyv is to be ignored at pri-
maries and elections, as in Portland;

and names are to be arranged alphua-
betically on the ballot. A candidate
may he nominsted by petition of 300
citizens. Warids are abolished and
commissioners are to be elected by the
city at large. A referemdum may be
callad on ordinances by five per cent
ef the voters,

Omne point in which the Buffalo plan
differs from that in operation in Port.

land s that it takes control of the
schools. The Board of Education and
elected Superintendent are abolished

and there Is created a Depariment ol
Public Instruction headed by a board

ar five, one of whom must be a
woman., The voters alone are given
the power to grant franchizes to pub-

e service corporations at general or
special eloctio and if the election

Is mpecial, Lthe corporation must pay
tho exponses,
It will be Interesting to observe

whether Buffulns ha=s the same experi-
enta in non-partisan elections, with
nomination by petition, as had Port-
land—namely, a swarm of candidates
—and whether that city will show the

same eagacity In sifting out the fit
from tha unfit or the less fit. as
did the Oregon metropolis. Buffalo
has about twice the population of

FPortland, belng credited with 423,715
by the census of 1%10. Its action
shows the gradoal progvess of com-
mission government from the smaller
clties. wheh first tried the experiment,
to those of the first rank,. We may yet
see great cities llke New York, Chl-
cago and Philadelphia ruled by com-
missions,

SERVIA'S STRUGGLE ¥FOR LIFE.

Servia's struggle for existence has
been lost to sight amild more angross-
ing ‘events on the larger theaters of
war on the eastern and western fron-
tiers of Germany and Austria, yet it
rivais in heroism the defense of Bel-
gium against the invaders, At the
outset Servia, with the ald of Monte-
negro. not only kept the Austrians be-
yond her frontier, but even penetrated
into Bosnia and inflieted s=ome serious
defeats on tha enemy. But Austria
brought up new armies of =uch
strength that Servia, &ithough the
whole nation was under srms, could
not withstand them. Resisting dog=
gedly, the Servians were forced back
step by step uantil finally they were
driven from thelr capital, and Bel-
grade f=]l into the hands of Austria.

Sorvia recognized at the beglnning
of the war that Belgrade -vas unten-
able and removed the government to
the Interior town of Nish. Belgrade
gccupies a triangular ridge at the con-
fluence of the Danube and Bave Riv-
eras, which form the boundary, and is
thu: exposed to artillery fire from
Austrian territory. It was bombarded
from across the rivers on the first day
of the war, but Sarvian valor has de-
layed its occupation by the enemy for
four months.

The storms of war which have raged
over Southeastern Europa for many
centuries have beésten about Belgrads,
which was regarded as the key of
Hungary, and it changed masters often
before it finnlly became the capital of
the present kingdom. Though its ex-
posad position on the present frontier
render= it undesirable as the geat of
government, the reajization of Sarvian
ambition to annex Bosnia, Herzego-
vina, Croatin and Blavonia would ren-
der it fairly central. Belng on the
Danube, -1t would naturally be the
commercial center of 3 greater Servia,
for that river is the great artery of
the entire region.

The straite In which Bervia finds
herself may hasten the Interventlon or
other Balkan states in the war. The
phstacles =¢em to have been Bulgaria's

desire to regain the part of Macedonia
which Servig-stagtched from her after
the second Balkan awvar and Sorvia's
reluctunce to give it up. Servia may
Dow be more Inclined 0 yield and her
great allies muy assure Bulgaria that
they will see she keeps falth. Rou-
menia and Greece may then consider
it mafe to joln in the fray. The plot-
ting of ‘Russia, France and Britain 1s
probably oppoged Ly counterplots of
Germany, Austria and Turker. Should
the Balkan staes join the former alit-

nee, they would about offset the ac-
quisition of strength which Turkey
gave the Teuton powers, and could
advance on Consiantinople by land
while the allied navies tried to force

their way In by =zea Roumania
could alzo relieve Russia by attack-

ing Austriaz on her flank in Transyl-
vania and Bukowina.

PASS THE COASTGUARD BILL.

Secretary McAdoo In his annual re-
port renews his recommendation that
more revende cutters be built and that
the Coastguard bill, consolidating the
Revenue Cutter and Lifesaving Serv-
ices. be passed. He says that “during
half the year the entire cosst from the
maouth of the Columbia River to the
Mexican boundary must be left un-
guarded.” owing to the transfer of
cullers to Alaska. The loss of the Ta-
homa has Increased the need of a4 hew
cutter,an the Pacific.

In regard to the Lifesaving Service
he says:

The efficlency of the personnel of the
Lifesaving SHervice Nas grestly diminished,
owing to the impomildlity of aobtaining or
retalning sultable men under existing ¢on-
ditlona Dexirable mom w not Join this
hasardous service without the Incentiva of
& retired et to provide for them after thelr
actlve yegrs are over, or when they pecomn
permanantly injured in the performance of
thelr dutiss. The Coamtguard bill would pro-
vide for the sretirement of the lLifesaving
Barvice. With the Inducemnents and equities
of the Coastguard bill the service would un-
gueslonakly arecmpliah vastly noere 1
with grea nomy than the two orgsnl-
sations have beon able to accompllah work-
ing independentiy, with one of them handi.
capped by a erippleéd force. This measure s
=il ilw more jusiified because the Life-
saving Service will then recelve a mill 4

statns and will betoms n first DEVal rescrve
fn time of war
Throdgh the lofs of lives by the

Hanalel the necessfty of the measyre
recommended by Mr., McAdoo was
abundantly proved. Those lives were
fost through the callous indifference
of Congress to the saving of life as a
prime duty of governments. If its ra-
pacious mind can be taken off the
pork barrel long enough to pass the
Coastguard bill and to make adequate
appropriations for survey= and light-
houses on the Pacific Coast, the sea
will be navigated with greater zafety
and the reduced number of shipwrecks
wiH bes uttended with less human sac-
rifice. We shall 2ee whether Congress
ha: a conscionce,

Fastern boards of education are
agonized over the “immodest clothes"
which thelr teachers wear. A unl-
form for teachers ls proposed as a
remedy for the eovil To a crude
Western mind It does seem that a
woman who knows enough to teach
school knows enough to choose her

own, clothes, but more cultured souls

than ours say ne.

A hoperful sign: People aro begin-
ning te applaud when the Stars and
Stripes are shown at theaters, They
should also learn to stand when the
“Star Spangled Banner'" s played by
band or orchestra.

Thi routed Austrians are given no
rest by the Servians, sayvs a dispatch.
But they need no rest. The Austrians

are used to runninsg and can keep It

up day and night If necessary.

Yo ‘,will note that the Mexicans
shot tWo more people on American
s0il nfter the Inlest Wilson-Bryan
warning was delivered. They know.

American artilleryvmen are prepar-

ing to shell the Mexican trenches.
Unless we are very much mistaken,
they are wasting their time,

No doubl the job of Provisional
President of Mexlco hns lost =
charms since Funston s=alled away
with that $1,000,000

China is said o have but one dog¢-

tor to every half million or so of peo-
ple. No wonder the Chinese are such
a healthy race.

= placing ounr can-
Exposed to the

Otherwise there

There peril in
non on the border.
alr they mey rust
is no danger.

The warring nations will be invited

to participate In a peace congress.
Don't make us lgugh—we have a
chapped lip. .

Figures show that the United States
consumed two blilion gallons of beer
the past year. Literally enough to
float a ship.

Prosperity Is slowly but surely com-
ing into It= own Ih spite of the Demo-
criats, You can't keep a greal couns-
try down,

If there iz any of the milk of hu-

man kindness In your makeup, this
is the season when It will come out,
The ¥Freach government has ven-

tured back to Paris, but the Belgian

capital continues on heorseback.
More tan $28,000,000 was brought
in by the income tax. Just think of

the pork that will provide

the wny, when does the Suyltan
the MNag? Probably on the
same day with Huerta.

Portland is now beaming in the
sort of weather that becomes the
Winter capital

The United States may claim the
North Pele by right of discovery. By

Cook or Peary?

The Kalser's fever is abating, says

a dispateh. Not his war faver,
though,
Thare is some little talk of Hi

Johnson for President. Get the hoolk!

Make vour plans cawly to go to the
1815 Falr, which i now hard upon us,

The world
Richard

will hardly
Canfield.

miss such
as

The sastern battle is a regular run-
sheep-run affair,

Belated shoppers ore now

gt inte action.

due to

Ah, lﬂ;w Gom! Fellow.

Gleams Through the Mist
By Desn Calllna,

The Soul ef the Mandolin,
The strings of my mandelin, tenderly tink-
ltngr.

Hrittg back the jong nighis rememibered
=0 wall;
The stars of a Southery aky, t
iwinkling
U'er mopp-silversd riins of San Mizuel
The crosts of the palm trees, dark-plusnes

and slender
The stretch of the gull, Iying somber and

wide,
Thns veles on the night air, full-throated ana
“endor
0f » starry-eyed malden, who sang by m
nide.

A time when the world for a was fur
gotten,

When blind was the
the wrong,

A time full of madnosy

lime
heart to the right o

and pamgion, begoiser

aGf the pawm that burned in the wild
WOmMAL'S eOng.
The sound of the song and the valce of th
slnger
Were drowned long age in the werld's
buay din;
But soul of the malden forever wmmus
linger
About the frayed stringw of the B4 ma
dolin.
{Note—PFProduced at this ilime 0

e

prove to a certain friend of mine 1
I can put on the yvox humans stolr
any old time the oocasion mey or may
not demand. If I care to do iL)

- - -

“Sir," sald the courtecus office boy,
“do you suppose I could getl the society
editor to sew on a hutton for me?™

“How have you comea to this passl”
I asked gquaveringly.

"My mother,” sald the C. O, B. with
a sob, “is Enitting souks for the Bel-
glans, my sisters are hemstitching
hankles for the German soldiars at the
front. and my aunt is embroiderings
night =hirts for the Red Cross sur-
geons with the British Army.™

I loaned him & nail and a safety
pin, with a heart full of sympathy.

“Sherman thought that wWar wa=s
hell, sald the C. ©. B, driving the nail

where It would do most good, *but
what experience had he had with
nebtrality
- -
*B., I T." in the Chieago Tribuns

recently pulled & list of “Famous Fifty-
tiftiex,'" In which he did not overlook,
of course, the paw-paw, the Jum-dum
and Baden-Baden. For a later sdition
however, woa might suggest the fol-
lowing 1ist, of well-known and per-
fectly authenticated G0-50's:
Tut-tuat.
Pooh-pooh.
Yum-yum.
Sg-no0,
Banz! Bar
Tweetl! Twe
Zem-Zem
Sing-Sing.

.
the

of ald,
the world they

-
of

when Romans bold
any.

Relative
ia

Lo decadonce Rome:

the day
Rastrode

va eugenics. Hal
1 here ura they?
- - -
Or. to purs=ue thelr sad and disgrace-
ful history:
In the days of old, whon Romans bold
All other powers to,
They had no woma clubs. Al ?
Where have them RBomans went (ot
. . .
Famous Halusciog Acis.
Ding-dons.
Hurly-burly
Rolv-poly.
Hari-XkI|
Ping-pons.
Hash-heesh
. « -
Ol yezs! Remember that guy of
the homely table manners:
Hn ? fand ] are
w pan He salle:
But iy résson b
bite hiz nails
. - &
Responsive to our lament on the

absence from Laand

Rambo appls

the Show of the

the WwWay, WwWe

think is spelied
is & letter ox
Iady sends us ti
ta the fruits of .
thank her and, in thin
colyum, enter & chgrge of three cigars
agiinst Old Yambhill for adv
les and Others.
in the C of oid Yamhlil
The dear . applem ripen
You turned your back on the old Rambo
hen ol went to s clty apple show.
I & bad of chlckweed green mnd white
The waxen EBppies fell st ul
d them ey -
akey th
d old trunk of the e

149 Its back to the brecze from the

roots deep preasod to [y sunkissed

domn

it gathers the flavor all its own,

The aplcy Spitzenbarg, Northern

And Golden Russeis atand cl .
To grace tha rist child'a b bomrd
Thes Ladyapple still we ho
Oh awest the or
Laoked down n
And sweeter stil
Or full fryltion
T orchard stands In sun and rein
blossoims d bDéars and = pr )
again.
Its lcspoti to me & sweet and trua
And T hepe you will fin it as dear to
Yyou.
Throogh the Nieat or cold, through the wain
or shine
It holds the rymbol! of life divine,
feel on earthh and our face
tn the aky
L.et us bhear good frult for the passerdy.

—Julia Lee

- . .
The following answer sugEesis
geif on that nail-biting problem:

He bites hle r no some uallege,
The wise and careful wight,

Baocauso o fenrs they'll dull the <dgpe=
Of hix keen appetite
- . .
Frankly, we didn't have 1o wazit for

some one to slip us an Initial stanaa to
start all these reflections about Nomn
and the Romans, -ete. We could have
started it Just as well ourselves, & we
had bBeen so Inclined.

Llke this:
Theogh mathematics may not be
One af the faverite fade
Of carpentery, it secms to
I've heand about their ne.
- - -
And with this for a beginning, sou
E¢ right mlong.
He is mot apt W0 go away
To war, the foe to kill:
Yel carpentars—maoatl any day,
A man can see them danil
- L -
Lonke epxv, don’t g2 Ber, iIT's like
this:
The carponier don't earn hils Sy
Iike barbers, v'er the sirop.
And yot you'll see. mo any dsYy,
His stinviongs in liis
. . .
But why tell sil?
- - -
For (f we 10id ali—
Thers'd be nothing left for mnext

wetk




