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ROMANTIC FORESTS OF FRANCE PART OF NATIONA(
SCHEME . OF DEFENSE.
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Far From Being
and Reserves,

Mere Playgrounds

They Are Grown

Chiefly to Hinder the Advance of
an Invading Army.

NE of the greatest obs iexs to

0 the German invasion of France,
and now one of the greatest
stacles of German retreat, has been the
French forests, of which so much has
been heard since war began and con-
cerning which so little la known by
the avernge American,

In France the foresty are as much of
A deféense almost as the French forts.
They have played an important part In
every war In which the country has
beon engaged for the last 200 vears,
They have alike alded and militnted
agninst the French milltary, but most
eften they have alded. It wos becouse
of the Forest of Argonne, that famous
wood now so constantly In the
that the flrst Prussion invasion of
France was repulsed in 1792, In 1815
the forests provided a in which
Wellington sprung surprise on Na-
poleon at Waterloo, In 1870 %the Ger-
man maneéuvers before Sedun were hid-
den by the tree trunks of Argonne. and
later, In 1871, the Forest of Orleans
screensd the rallying French forces for
the last stand.

Sixtoon per cent of the territory of
France is covered with forests, In the
¥rench meaning of the word, a forest
1s quita different from o@r own northe-
western wildernesses The majority of
the forests in France are varying areoas
of very old deciduous trees There Is
scarcely any underbrush such as char-
actaenizeés our wildern The big
trea trunks tower together and
are singularly « an of Impediment,
save that afforded by
Moxtly they are oaks, beeches,
and maples,
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UT in tho deep wo
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OULTON,

s about Kenil-
of Chicago, @
out n to
$1.005,000,000 a wvear
off the Nation's cost living, He Is
organising a vast army of allies that
are expected to make a gseries of resist-
less raids on the high-cost-of-living
Iorces,

Alrendy the co-operation
departmentyg of the National
tration has been enlisted in
Officials of the
municipial government, as
He-spirited  eltiszens In
stnle tha Unlon, have
Altic mRssurances of
fight.

Chnrles
ing his business
tector during his lelsure, Is the hend,
shoulders, and, In many instances, fi-
nancial backer of the movement. His
Army of allies the thousands of
bird=s th found in the woods
abaut his place at Kenll-
worth.

Mr. White's plan s a simple one. It
contemplintes the saving of all insect-
destroying birds,. which, according to
officlals who made a study of
the subject, would result in the saving
of $1.000,000,000 worth of grain and
foodstuff thet otherwise s destroyed
each year,

Statistics prepared by the Bureau of
Blological Survey of the United States
Prepartment of Agriculture show that
the annual damnge  caused by Insact
pests, resulting from & lack of normal
bird life, i= as follows:
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Mahon was beaten because thiz forest
Ecreened the movements of the enemy.

Al that time there were, as there are
today, filve passages through Argonne,
all of them easily fortified. To effoct
a wny through the tangle of trees, op-
posing armies at wvarious times havs
cut nnd burned awny considerable areas
at other polints than those occupled by
the usunl passages. Such was the casse
in the Franco-Prussian war. German
troops leveled sectlons of the woods for
artillery fire, and these positlons ean
be casily determined toduy because of
the smaller second growth of trees
marking them.

Llke Battle of (he Wilderness,

“"Argonne and Ardennes are the for-
ests which have bean the principal
scencs of the woodlnnd fighting In the
present war., Ardennes, lying north
nnd east of Argonne, har been occupisd
by both armies in turn, While reports
on the subject have been meagrne, It is
safe to estimate thst in the present
erisis, where the artillery is heavier
than ever before and where the com-
flict has been particularly deaperate,
thousands of splendid woodland patri-
archa have been leveled by shot and
ghell #nd by axes to make way for
clear fire from the cannon. Similar con-
ditlons must have prevalled in Argonne,
further to the south, and in Compiegne.

“These forests crown hilly, rugged
country. The average altitude of the
Forest of Argonne is 1100 feet, though
in places it Is 0 fesat above aea level,
The eastern of the forest caps &
rocky plateau that rises abruptly in
ledges difficult of surmounting,

“As progress Is made into the interior
the way of an advancing army s mada
difficult by deep ravines and gullies
that fall away from the crests of the
hills. In many of these ravines are
tnngled morasses nnd marshies.

“"The fighting In Argoone must have
resembled the battle of the wilderness
In the Clvil War, where men fought at
close range, shislded by tree trunks,
and Inrge numbers of old trees were
leveled to make paasage for the shrap-
nel fire from field batteries

side

Foresters Aid the Soldlers,

“There has bean an Iimpression
the I'rench forests resemble
Amerlcan parks, but that {= not =o
man forests nature of
parks, woodlands
are far wilder and less acceasible. This
is by the fact that nearly all
of re fillad with wild game,
which we have lenrned have done much
townrd providing a food supply for the
opposinge armies,

“The Government maintains
forests a corps of forest
who live, generation
in the forests, and
acquainted with every
embraced in them.
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pesp thie branches of
the overhanging trees near the White
home ia sufficlent to learn how the
problent of protection i= being accom-
plished there. Thero cozy bird
houses of oixe desceription,
tountuinsg and bird bathing bheaches for
their exclusive and, last bat of
greatest importance, food boxes con-
talnlng suet and nest building ma-

terials for the birds
In his brief perlod of experimenting,
Mr. White has proved that many of the
migratory birds that annually desert
the XNorth for sunnier lands, do not
truvel South solely because of the cH-
mute. Lack of food has starved them
oul «Thousands of the supposedly mi-
gratory birds have spent the Winters
in the thick shrubbery on the White
place an lved on the suet supplied in
the food boxes.
-
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The work of feeding the birds has
resultad o the construction of a spe-
cinl design of food box that may be
Been not only on the grounds of Mr.
White's home, but the city's parks
ng well. It wus discovered that when
suet wns placed on the ground or the
limbs of trees without protection the
bigger birds, after the manner of their
kind, crowded out the smaller and
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is provided that these gusrds shall be
armed, and shall act in co-operation
with fighting armies in ths protocction
against Invadern Several thousand for-
est guards weroe supplied with weapons
when war wis declared between the
allies and Germany, and these have

In time of war It taken an active part in gulding Franch t
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weaker birds and
the entire supply.

took poesession of

In order to prevent thiz the boxr now
Its baclk
plece of

in use waus constructed.

curved

COon=-
siste of a steel that
protects the bark of the tree upon
which it Is hung. The front is cov-
ered with a strong wire net that is
sufficlently coarse to andmit the bilis
of the hungry birds, but too fine Lo
allow them to remove all of the suet
supply at once. .

The result of the feeding plan is
that the musfesl eall of the chick-a-
dee, nuthatch, Lufted titmouth and
other featheéred Inhabltants mxy bhe
heard in the vicinity of Kenilworth the
entire year,

But this ia in a comparatively small
ared, and Mr. White hopes to extend
the work of education to EVery corner
of the United States, with the result
that nature’s balance between the bird
and insect worlds will be restored once
more. It was established years beford
the greedy saws of woodmen. the mur-
derous firearms of hunters, the toys of
gmall beys and the vanity of women
denuded the forests and all but ex-
lerminated the birds of the continent
Census takers among the bird popula-
tion declare thot 90 per cent of the
feathery tribe that ofnice inhabited the
woods of the country have disappeared
because of these enemies.

"Charley”™ White, bird 1lover, and
Charles B. White. board of trade mem-
ber. " have established a balance be-
twaen business and sentiment. ‘They
have discovered that the work 0f the
bird lover may be made profitable to
the business man.

One would nover suspect that so pro-
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armies through the forests, and In ald-
ing commanding officers in aelecting
the most advantageous polnts for the
mounting of batteriea and the station-
ing of troopa.
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Trade wwouwld harbor
whosge thoughts continually are filled
with blrd houses, rippling brooks and
the notes of the dwellers in the woods.

But Mr, White an jdonillst with a
broad, practical polnt of view. Certain-
Iy he is farsighted to study the very
thing which exerts a powerful "influ-
ence over hls business,

Sclientifie trading in “The Pit” haa
heen shorn of all speculation. Proper
buying and selling must be based on
every known fact obinlnable, When a
prominent operator eénterg the mnariet
he does so fully fortified with “Iast
minute™ reports from fleld agents. Of
course there is one element of rlsk
that cannot be ellmlnated.

It comes with a sudden awakening
to the unshakable grip which the in-
sect pests have secured after months
of unseen propagation. Then it is too
late. Drastic measures may be taken
by farmer and Government together.
Perhaps these will prevent further in-
roads, but that which is gone Is gona
forever. The flurries In the grain and
produce markets may Invariably be
traced to the ravages of the deadly in-
gect pest at their beginning,

- - -

Insect-destroying birda are called the
“police of tha alr™ by Henry W. Hen-
shaw, chlef of the United States Bio-
logical Survey, who has made a close
study of thelr habits, Certain specles
of birds consume milllons of mosquitoes
and disease-breeding inseota that annu-
rily collect a toll of death among the
cattle. J

Examination of the stomach of =n
nighthawk, accerding to My, Henshaw,

spol s

the Chicago Board of
a lover of birds,
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Calelerra, Jasket ofFeef Juet,

ravealed 500 mosqultoes—indicating a
tremendous slaughter among the ene-
mies of ma ] Insecta. (t la n

by Government exparts, n
oug than any other known form of life.g
Their appetites are astonlshing
thelr number. Caterpillars are shown
to consume twice their weight In leaves
per day—which {s equivalent to & horse
consuming a ton of hay a day.

An experiment recently made by E. H.
Fosburg in Massachusetts proved con-
clusively the wvalue of wild birds as
pratectors of fruit-bearing trees. An
old, neglected orchard was selected
and during the Winter monthe spocinl
effort was mads to attract the birds
by means of suet and other food, By
this means chickadees, nuthatches,
woodpeckers and creepers were at-
tructed to the orchard, remalning dur-
ing the Winter months, Observations
of the fecding hablts and examination
of the stomach contents of a few chick-
adees, ashowed that they wore eating
Inrge numbers of egEs of tha gall,
canker-worm moth, aund the larvae and
pupae of other injurious Insects.

In the SprinZz, when the female can-
ker-worm moths appeared in the or-
chard, the chickadees fed on these.
While the trees in the neighboring or-
chards were badly infested with the
worms, comparatively few were found
in thes orchard which had been frequent-
ad by the Winter birds, and the few
which dl@ appear were easily disposed
of by the Summer birds which cam=z
to tha locality. The treea In othar or-
chards were almost stripped of thelr
folinge, while this one retalned ita
leavas, and with ones exception was the
ounly orchard im the nolghborhood to
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ICOSSACKS ARE COMING

(Continued From Page =)

are companles
ments, of
hists,

perhaps entire
Bouriattes, who
spiritunlly governed
lamas, the

FeEl~-
Budd-
priests
of

Arc
by
called under dalaliama
Thibet,

Of course, you understand, these ara
excaptions; the mass of Cossacks are
devout orthodox Christlans, particularly
obedient to the exhortations of the
monks of Troltzko-Sergulef, the most
celsbrated monastery of all Russia. Re-
cently the monks sent out printed
letter to the Cossacks and are In-
formed by telegraph that the lamas of
the Bouriattes Impose It equally upon
thelr conbsclences,

It might be called “Recommendations
on going to war.” I quote & few para-
gEraphs:

“Insult no one, calumniate no one,
harm not the enemy who flees, or the
enamy who lles loslng his blood. One
does not strlke a man who lles on the
gEround.

Do

zel,

“w
wa

not sorrow vyour guardlan an-
who Tights with by dolng
uscless harm to your enemy. Do not
touch the goods of others. Why soil
¥our consclence by plllage;, and, one

minute afterwards, behold, your dead

You,

]

the trench nd 1eTe,
it ‘will

ourse, the
monks o
them not to
o medicines:
“Slokness In camp sad and
ful. Maladles coma because one
not listen to the doctors when one is in
foreign lands"
And finally:
“Brothers, keep
Keoap chnaste And God
Is It not 8 curious si
heathen Bouriattes sit down beside
peril Slav, to con ths istter, with
celumsy Cossack fingers:
“Brothers, kezp your consclences.
Keep chasta. And God protect you!™
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Hat-Trimming In History.
Louisvilie Courler Journal.
“My dear, you ought
frivaloua thlngs and
in P s b 1
instancs Here
Geseler, the ty
the Swias to
mother was a4 trifle interested,
was It trimmed?’ she inguired,
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