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world's Interest has seemingly
THB on the outcome of the

between France and
Germany, wholly irrespective of the
situation that both these combatants
entered the European conflict as
accessories after the Initial fact of
war as instituted by Austria against
Servia. The pawn has been pushed
aside from the great chessboard, and
the battle is between the greater
pieces. Psychologically this condition

It may argued

pushed

of affairs is not astonishing, for the even potential antagonist can hardly
Franco-Prussia- n really settled be considered as other than a constant
nothing, merely advancing problem menace to his safety and a provocation
upon attention posterity, and to his ill-wi- ll.

both narties to the war of 1870 fully Germany not without in
realized of the mese nave laiien ai once upon brother a stone ax; that nation

Few will that war problem, for from 1871' to 1899 she other. which in panic in Its commer- -

should a man strip himself to his under enslve period." decisive a animal and him be or Its power and place turnsshii-- t and place himself an attitude
of defence upon crowded street he is
Hkely to find his fears by
dozen attacks in an equal number of
minutes. An armed defence is a plain
Invitation to attack; fortified position
Is perpetual challenge to assault. Hu-
man nature is built upon that plan, and
yet. from the day when Alexander
found the villages of the
fenced about with thorn hedges, the
fallacious apothegm Horace. "In
peace, as wise man he should make
suitable war," has
gone and undetected.
' the ages man has gone on
hurling mute defiance at the rest of
his men, even now. were

world progress,
tie luniiot see liih.1 me very mci oi

has but worked to precipi-
tate the very thing he has feared.

After 1871 fourd
humbled and shamed position before the
world. She had been defeated, mulcted
of treasure territory, and set years
backward on her path.

rall
Lnd her conqueror
along different lines. France
another invasion and, to

against this, began construc-
tion of most elaborate system de-

fences along her eastern border. Ger-
many, on the other hand, some years
later, quite as evidently perceiving that
yet again she would enter into conflict
with her late also made

but these were for
the light of what has occurred, these

two systems, conducted different
and opposing mental attitudes, are

Begining at uorth. con-
structed line of forts along the Meuse

the "Meuse line," as it is known.
These follow the river between Verdun
and Toul. llstance of some 30 miles:
Genlcourt. Troyon, L,es Paroches. Camp
des Romalns, Lionville. St. Agnant,

Then
from Toul to some 40 the
frontier is left
and at Epinal what is known the
"Moselle line" begins again and runs

Beffort, about miles.
From Belfort begins another chain

straight through to the border.
Behind "this system lie great in-
trenched areas triangular form that
behind the Meuse line being formed by

l.UU

-- .
f-

-

frontier. be that tie
these

along the eastern border only indi-
cated the wisdom of this defence on
the part of the French and yet. again,
the very fact that a fort or defensive
position heavily armed is be-

neath the very nose of or

conflict
a

the of
is interest
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