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Germany tear asunder the
SHOULD of France, should she

the British troops from the
Continent and hurl the human wave of
Russian advance back upon itself, she
would still have Great Britain to de-
stroy upon the water.

There are those who assert that
fighting at sea is only the side play
Incident to the decisive campaigns on
land. History controverts this- - The
fates of nations, even of racee. have
more than once been decided by a sin
gle naval engagement.'

It is difficult to say Just when roan
first fought in ships. In Egypt carv-
ings have been excavated which tend
to show that fighting; vessels were in
use 5000 or (000 B. C. Herodotus de-
scribes ships of war which legends
ascribe to Ulysses and which, while
they did not fight as warship againBt
warship, were used to enforce a block-
ade at the siege of Troy,

If these vessels were used in actuallighting, however, their effect on the
ultimate outcome of war must have
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The Gra fcrma'da" Entering Channel.

been small,' for there is little mention
made of them. The first great naval
battle of which there are fairly accu-
rate accounts, and which decided the
fate of Greece, was fought off Salamis,
480 B. C.

Rome became an empire as the re-

sult of a naval battle, according to
many historians, who date the end of
the republic from the battle of Actlum.
After the defeat of Brutus and Cas-Bi-

on the Plains of Phillppl, Antony.
Octavlua and Pepidus, who had gained
control of Rome after the death of
Julius Caesar, drove all their political
enemies from Rome. Lepldus himself
was banished by his professed friends,
and Antony, having fallen under the
Bpell of Cleopatra, remained in Kgypt.
where he attempted to set up the seat
of government for Rome. Rivalry be-
tween OctaviuS and Antony led to war
and again the issue was to be decided
afloat

Near Actium, in the Ambracian Gulf,
the Egyptian and Roman fleets met.
Although Agrlppa, in command of the
Romans, had begged Octavlus to allow
him to fight on land, he proved himself
b. wily seaman.

For a long time the two fleets lay
cff, both refusing to be drawn into an
engagement, but at last Antony, whose
supplies from Kgypt were cut off, was
obliged to attempt to break through
the Roman blockade. His galleys were
heavier than those of Octavius and he
preferred a defensive engagement In-
shore, but the Roman vessels, being
lighter, maneuvered for an engagement
in the open sea.
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"I rather like the nov-
elist, who sometimes pauses to allude
in a deferential way to the 'gentle
reader.' "

--Yes," replied Mr. Penwlggle: "but
it's a dangerous practice. It's likely to
make readers critical. What you want
to do is to give the reader so much
pep' and 'ginger and so many "punches'
and 'knockouts' that be won't have
enough courage or energy left to form
an opinion."


