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ORIGIN

AND ACCOMPLI

OF BUYERS’ WEEK IS TOLD
SHMENT DESCRIBED

Idea of Nathan Strauss Orystallizes Into Movement Likely to Result in Greatl Benefit to Portland Merchants
and Jobbers Extending Personal Acquaintance of Merchants and Customers. :
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F KEANSAS CITY, St. Louls and other
I Eastern wholesals cenlers Wwere
making a success of buyers’ excur-
sions from their wvarlous trada terri-
torles Portlang could do the same. So
mused Nathan Strauss, of Flelschner,
Mayer & Co. In the Summer 1913.
The jdea revolved itself in his mind
until he reached a decislon that it was
practiral and then he broached it to
fellow members of the Commercial
i Clab. Result: Buayers week, which has
‘mow become an annual institution In
Portland, because it wns demonstrated
that Mr. Strauss was right in dging
. that the plan would appeal to the custo-
mers of Portland Jjobbers and manu-
facturers scattered all over Oregon,
!, Washington, Idaho, Northern California

and Western Montann.
| Mr. Strauss’ suggestion that buyers’
{ excursions from different points In

Portland's trade territory be organized
took like wilifire with the jobbers and
manofacturers of Portland. On the
night of July 30, 1813, a preliminary
meeting, attended by representatives of
"mearly all the big Portland houses, was
' hela at the Commercial Club to discuss
plans for carrying the idea into effect
The meeting was called by Edgar B.
Piper, president of the Commercial Club,
At the Instance of the board of gov-
ernors of that organization. At this
meeting Mr. Strauss was appointed tem-
i porary chairman with power to appoint
ign executive committee of five to work
out detalls, and C. C. Chapman, man-
ager of the promotion and publicity bue
rean of the Commereial Club, fell helr
‘to the job of secretary.
Strong Committes Appointed.

The following day Mr. Strauss an-
nounced that he had appointed on the
exescutive committee F. A, Spencer,
manager of Allen & Lewls; I. Lowen-
gart, of I Lowengart & Co.; O. W.
HMellke, manager of the Blake-McFall
: Company; F. 85 West, of the Goodyear
i\ Mubber Company, and Otto Strauss, of
the Clarke-Woodward Drug Company.
Then followed the organization of the
‘\Jobbers’ and Manufacturers' Assocla-
tion to handle the big event. The week
of September 1 to 6 was selected as
' Buyers' week—Iit having been decided

' finally to have one blg excuraion In-
stead of a serles from various sec-
tiops. The rallroads agreed to give

rates of a fare and a third on the cer-
tificate plan, 20,000 letters were sent
out all over the Northwsest inviting
'attendance, a strong publicity cam-
' palgn was launched in the Portland
papers and the campaign to Induce
| buyers to be In Portland during the
lweak of September 1 to & was on in
-earnest.

{| Over 100 jobbers and manufacturers of
| Portland allled themselvea as members
! of the Jobbers and Manufacturers” Asso-
. ciation, an organization which acted as

host for the visitors and which will do
so asgain during Buyers' Week this
year, from August 10 to 15. It was ar-
ranged to refund railway fare to each
buyer whose purchases amounted to
more than $500 and & blg programmea
of entertainment, Including banquets
and smokers at the Commercial Club,
a night of jollification at The OQalks,
attomoblie rides around the city
various points of Interest, visits to
performances at the local theaters and
& blg luncheon at the plant of the
Unfon Meat Company, which proved
one of the most unigue and interssting
fentures of the entire week, was ar-
ringed and carried out without a
hiteh. This luncheon is to be dupll-
cated this year at another plant and
is expected to prove & sirong draw-
ing card. The buyers also were guests
at the weekly luncheon of the Ad Club,
where a special programme of wit and
hilarity was put on in their honor.

Buyers' week in 1913 brought to
| Portiand 263 buyers from 281 towns.
{Of this number 108 purchased more
than $500 each, thus conforming with
the fare refund conditions and getting
tack the money which they had paid
for rallway transportation. Many
who were aware that they would not
purchass as much as $600 worth did not
bother to request that thelr purchases
pe recorded and totaled but those who
did purchased from 76 members of the
Jobbers and Manufacturers' Assocla-
tion, mot to mantion purchases from
firms not affiliated with that erganiza-
tion, & total of $103,405.66. The total
purchases were in excess, It Is esti-
muted, of 3$150,000 and Buyers' Week
wae voted a success and plana made
to continue It as a yearly institution,
Wenrly all who came bought something.
Wives and children to the number of
60 came along and were included in
the entertainment Teafures ns well as
special entertainment being provided
for them, as will be the case agaln
this year.

‘A= has been arranged to be done
again this year, reception and regis-
tration headquarters were opened at
the Commercial Club. Of the buyers
who registered 18 were from Idaho, one
from Montana, 70 from Washington and
174 from Oregon. This attendance I8
to be far exceeded this year. Most of
those who were here Iast year have
sent In notifications that they will be
back and the success which attended
last vear's venture and the fact that
tha experimental stage has been passad
is inducing hundreds of others, as In-
dicaged by the acceptances which have
poured Into Mr. Chapman's office, to
tnke in the event this year. Traveling
men out on the road for various Port-
land firms have reported back to thelr
home offices that prospects are bright
for a large attendance.

The theory of Buyers' Week is to
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engerider a closer and more extended
sequaintanceshlp between Portland job-
bers and manufacturers and thelr out-
of-town customers. Most of the busl-
nezg is now done through the medium
of salesmen, who travel with sample
cuses and catalogues, and many of the
country merchants have no conception
of the large stocks and great variety
of goods carried by Fortland jobbers.
Another object of Buyers’ Week is to
enable the out-of-town merchants to
inform themselves in this regard, al-
though the principal object is, as stated,
to build up business relationships based
on friendships and socinl intercourse
ns well 4 the merits of the goods sold,
All the Portland houses were thrown
open for Ingpection last year, irrespec-
tive of whether large or small or any

pard at work arranging the detalls for
purchases were made, the proprietors
made it a polnt to get around and make
personal acquaintances among the vis-
ftors and the theory of Buyers’ Week
worked out in a practical way, hencs
the determination to continue it &8s an
annunl feature.

Buyers' week I8, in fact, however.
nothing more or less than contlnued

to cultlvate close acquaintanceship
and relationship between the business
interests of Portland and the terri-
tory whicﬁ this clty serves as a job-
bing center. Under
the Portland Commerclal Clab
been the policy of this city for the
last decade or more Lo co-operate In
every way possible with the smaller
towns.
Work Dates Back Decade.

It is now more than 10 years since
Tom Richardson, then manager of the
Commercinl Club, promoted and ran
the first special *“get-acquainted” ex-
cursion out of Portland to the vari-
ous towns in the trade territory
reached from this city. The merchants
wera gone for some time, towns large
and small, both on branch and maln
lines were visited and much was done
toward cementing cordial relationships
with the country merchants and busi-
ness men. Since that time co-opera-
tion has been the slogan and keynote
of the promotion and publicity de-
partment of the Portland Commercial
Club. C. C. Chapman, manager of that
department, s constantly co-operating
in some way with smaller communities.

The excursion idea has been carried
more Into effect the last three years
than heretofore, various other organi-
zations, such as the Royal Rosarians,
the Oregon Manufacturers’ Associa-
tion, the Ad Club and the Progressive
Business Men's Club, co-operating
with the Comnmercial Club to make the
various excursions successful, There
have bean few special events, such as
falrs, development gatherings and
railway openings at which large bodies
of excursionists from Portland have
not been presgent. For Instance, a few
yvears ago a large party went from
Portland to attend the Lewiston-
Clarkston Livestock Show at Lewis-
ton. They hoosted for the Portland
Livestock Show, scheduled for dates
later in the Fall, and a large number
of the Lewlston people returned the
compliment by coming to the Portland
show.

It shas

Many Excursions Made.

There have been excursions to the
Tri-County Fair at Condon, the Pendle-
ton Roundup, several to Corvallis, to
Eugene, Medford, Salem, Albany, Che-
halls and Vancouver, Wash., Hillsboro,
Forest Grove, Molalla, Newberg, Me-
Minnville, Tillamook and Bayocean, as
well as to interior points in Eastern
Oregon and many other places. Just
now the Ad Club is promoting an ex-
cursion to Bend. Portland people took
g large part last Fall In the jollifica-
tlens which attended the cpening of

the Portland, Eugene & Eastern &t
various points down the Willamette
Valley. The motto of these excursions

has been ‘‘have n good time and get
sequainted,'” and excellent results have
been achleved.

Not only has Portland co-operated
with the smaller towns by means of
thess excursions, but the Portland
Commercial Club has been instru-
mental In promoting commercial or-
ganizations in many of these towhs,
Organizers have been sent out tp as-
gist In getting these commercial bodies
under way, and every assistance pos-
gible has heen glven. The headquar-
ters of the Oregon Development
League, a combination of Oregon com-
mercial bodles, is in Portland, and Mr.
Chapman ls secretary. The theory and
practice of this organization Is co-op-
eration all along fthe line. Information
regarding Inquirles as to various parts
of Oregon which come to the Commer-
cial Club of Portland are forwarded
to these bodles as their interests ap-
PEAT. x

Other Bodies Alded,

Every effort is made also to help
in the work of the Southwest Wash-
ington Development Isague, a com-
bination of commercial bodies of
Southwestarn Washington, whenever
opportunity offers. The sessions of
that body invariably are attended by
delegations from Portland.

The general committee in charge of
Buyers Week this yeur conasists of
Nathan Strauss, general chalrman; O.
W. Meilke, vice-chairman; L Lowen-
gart, treasurer. On the executive com-
mittee are: F. A. Spencer, 0. W. Mellke,
! A. H. Devers, George Lawrence, Jr., A
C. Black, 0. H, Fithian, Jay Smith and
W. H. Beharrell

As was done last year, railway fare
will be refunded to buyers whose ag-
gregate purchases amount to over $500.
Visitors wlill purchase tickets to Port-
land at full fare,-taking receipts, and
from a valldating headquarters to be
established in the Commercial Club
boilding will obtain validations en-
titling them to one-third fare on re-
turn. The cheap rate for return s not
confilned to those who may purchase
$500 worth of goods or more. All who
come as purchasers may avail them-
selves of it and bring members of their
families at the same rate

effort along @& slightly different line |
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TRADE HISTORY OF PORTLAND TELLS
STORY OF NORT

HWEST

City Jobbing Center From Time It Was Little More Than Village and Position Is Made More Secure by Lapse
of Time and Growth of Population—Amount of Business §130,000,000 Annually.
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ROM the time that it was little

more than a village with praoctical-

ly all its business establishments
strung along Front street on the water-
front Portland has been the leading
Jobbing center of the Pacific Northwest,
o position which has been made more
secure with the Ispse of time and
growth of population. For many years
the entiré Northwest, including Alaska,
looked to Portland for supplies, and
this Is still true except that Seattle
and Tacoma have captured the bulk of
the trade In Northwestern Washington,
that Seattie hes secured practleally all
the Alnska trade and that Spokane has
cut In in BEastern Washington. Many
of the wholezale houses In Spokune
are, however, branches of Portland in-
stitutions.

As conditions stand now Portland
has a trade territory of 240,281 square
miles, of which 186,768 square mliles Is
clasged as exclusive, Portland jobbing
houses controlling practicaliy all the
business within this area. In Oregon
there |s a total trade area of 91,607
square miles, 75,608 exclusive and 15,989
competitive, The competitive region
is in the southern part of the state,
where San Francisco and Sacramento
jobbing houses do some business. In
Washington Fortland has practically

ments.

districts of the Rose City.

are located in Portiand,

will give

Let us know when you will
And come!

To you Portland owes its mercantile pre-eminence.
goods, extending credits and developin
To your loyalty to home industry

As an inducement to you to visit and inspect our
week of August 10 to 15 as “BUYERS' WEEK.”

During this week wa will entertain ¥
and other events of interest. We will take ¥

Rallroad fare will be refunded to one buyer from each
jobbers and manufacturers aggregate $500 or more during this vislt,
by all the railroad llnes serving Western Montana,
nia, with the exception of the Oregen Short
bers of your family at a low c¢ost to enjoy t

You will be amazed at the size of our factories,
enormous stocks of goods carried In our vast warehouses.
lishments west of the Mississippi River are located In Portlan
goods but doing the largest volume of business.

By visiting Portland during Buyers'
us the privilege of becoming better acqualnted w
For detalled particulars with reference to conditions of railroad

man, secretary Jobbers and Manufacturers of Portland, Commercial Club Bullding, Portland, Or.

By all means, come!

Proclamation

Idaho,
Line.

In several

come,
Portland bids you welcome.

CITY OF PORTLAND,

ou with receptions, luncheons,
ou riding in'automoblles through the beautiful residence

Washington, Oregon
These reduced fares will enable you to bring mem-
he hospitality that has been arranged.

the variety of products manufactured here, and the

In many lines the largest factories of

To the Relailers of the Pacific Northwest, Greeling:

To your enterprise in carrying large stocks of
g new business, we owe the growth of our wholesale establish~
we owe the development of our manufactures.

factories and warshouses, we have set aslde the

banguets, smokers, jollifications

firm whose purchases from participating

Reduced fares have been granted
and Northern Califor-

lines the largest jobbing estab-

d—not only carry the largest stocks of

the entire West

Week, you will be able to buy to extraerdinary advantage, and
ith you persondlly and of entertaining you.

fare refund, address C, C. Chap-

H, R. Albece, Mayor.

THE JOBBERS AND MANUFACTURERS OF PORTLAND,

Nathan Straunss, Chairman,
¢. €. Chapman, Secretary.

THE PORTLAND COMMERCIAL CLUB,

H., D. Ramsdell, President,
J. Fred Larson, Secretary.

A A5 Coréell

an exclusive trade arema of 760 mlles
in the southwestern part of the state
and some parts of Exstern Washington
lying along or close to the Columbla
River, while the competitive area in
that state is 27,080 squares miles. South.
ern Idaho Is a Portland market almost
exclusively, making an excluslve area
in that state of 063,900 squareé miles
and a competitive area of 23,740 =
miles, In Montana there |ls 20,800 sqi
miles of competitive territory ar
Uteh and Wyoming 700 and 5184 square
miles, respectively, of competitive area.

Snlesmen Number About 30040,

1t is impossible to state with any
degrea of accurancy the number of
traveling salesmen working out of
Portland, but, roughly, the number lo
placed at 3000. This estimate ls made
by Alexander Kunsz seccretiry ol the
Travelers' Protective Associitlion of

America, with which more than 700 of
the Portland salesmen are affilinted
The Jjobbing trade of Portland is
estimuted at $130,000,000 a year. Every
artlcle of commer® In use In the
Northwest may be found in the large
and diversified stocks of FPortland's
Jobbing houses, while the many manu-

facturing concerns of this clty are
waging nctive selling campalgng in
placing thelr goods on the marieat

One of the principal objects of Buyers'
week is to give to the country mer-
chants an opportunity to become per-
sonally acquainted with the size and
diversity of these stocks ns well as to
learn something of the valuse and merit
of the wvarlous articles manufactured
in this city.

For many years during itsa Infancy
as a4 jobbing center Portland wus prac-
tically a subsidlary of San Franclsco,
all its trade relations with the out-
slde world being through that olty,
with the exception that there was
direct connection with the Hawalian
1slands, or, as they then were called,
the Sandwich Isiands, Many of the
early day Portland jobbing houses had
partners resident in San Franclsco. This
condltion of affairs continued through-

out the ‘008 and '70s and, In fact, prac- |

tically into the '80s,
Portland Hecomen Independent.
With the coming of rallroads In the
early ‘80 and the growing importance
of Portland as a lumber and wheoat-
shipping port, schieved also during this

decade, this city gradually achleved Its |

independence of San Francisco, having
direct and separate rall and sall con-
nectlon with the outslde world, and rap-
1dly mounted to the position of San
Francisoo’s most virila competitor for
the trade of the Pacific Coast—a posl-
tion which it atill maintains,

The discovery of gold in the early
‘60s In KEastern Oregon and Central
Idaho started Portland. then only about
4000 in population, on the high road of
guccess as & jobblng center. This clty

bacame the outfitting pelnt for the en-|

tire region, and fleets of boats began
to appear on the Columbin River, one
of the first companies tc be organized
being thes Oregon Steam Navigation
Company, afterward the O. R & N,
Co. and now ths O.-W, R, & N, Co,, or
rather the beginning of this big rall-
road and steamship corporation, J. C.
Alnsworth, 8, G, Reed and R. R. Thomp-
son weré the moving spirita in thins
company, on the success of which many

L. Catrr @ Co
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of the large Portiand fortuns of Lodny
are based
All mmunication with the mining
region ar with ¢ terri round
Walla Walla an« Lawiston wans by
water via thes Col T T or
| ] pdles and
ip 1 EastuT
eCcansary 1o
Portiand to the
e Can-
i\ rd from
wh the
‘ha and "ila was an in 1 wWagon
frelghting point, all the nplie for tha
mining reglone, } tery (8], n gen
erally and the Walla Wal ountry
| being hauled by wagon fro s point
| For a year o two Umatillia hid &
corner on the [reightd ininens; then
the boatls start running as fur
as Wiallula Lewigto sometimes
| being shut « the lattar place by
llow water at cériain e o1 of the
| ¥ear.
Spokane Falls Impartant.
Even at this time Spokan ar, ne It
was then called, Spokane Falls, was A
town of importance, and the
country a it and Colfax had com-
menced to develop pplie or this
|rc'|:1-<1'. came through Portland, being
freighted In from Wal Walln. The
flrst railrond of any impertance to be
|.‘l.\1:::t| geted in the Northwest was what
| was known as Dr. Baker's road, a lins
20 milen long, connecting Walla Walla
| with Wallula It WaAsS narrow gEauge
|and the ralla were of wood, with serap
iron covering. Tralns ran slowly, but
It was an Improvameni over Wagon
‘frt-l:‘.l::.: and proved of widarabla
vialua In the transportation of goods
It simply meant 30 milea lens of wagen
| haulk
| Portland being the outfitting point
for the mining nse was alse the
found its way

outlet for the

gold, which

to San Franc . being handled In this
oity principally by the Welis-Fargo
Express Company, but also by Ladd &
Tilton and other concerns, Gold poured
| through the Porth gatewny from
about 1862 te 1888 of sav-
eral milllons of doli A YOAT,
|prm_-t1-. Foovary shij Port=-
land the Golden g OOne.
| signments of It varying om §50,000
to 3250000, sometimes m

Regular stean 1 rvl was main-
| tajned betwesn v and also Vie-
| toria, B. C, and Portiand had
practically il the Alaska trade, but at
that time it was small and confined to
the southeastern poris

Terminal Switched to Beattie,

| Up to 1890 this city had a firect lines
|to Alaska It was purchased by Lhe
| Pacific Coast Steamahip Company And
thereafter terminnted at Seattis, the
{frelght bhetween thin cit ang Beattles
being abaorhed Portinng merchants
were satlafied and It was not until

after the discovery of gold, about 1807,

that they woks up and realized what
they had lost, Seattle having in the
meantime got a strangle hold on the
Alaska business. More recently, within
the last year, in fact, interest in trade

relatlons between Portland and Alaska

has revived to such an extent that there
Is & direct line of steamships betwesn
thle clty and Southeastern Alaska ports

again bocoming & fao-
el

and Portland s
g et - -
(Coaciuded vn age 19)




