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By Willlam Atherton Du Puw
TRAVELED for a month through the

' heart of Mexico looking for the
women of beauty and roma of

much in i

whom ] had heard so
menth I saw not

one of them

there was always o horde of s rea
tures, child-laden, prematurely i who
hung about the rallway stations and
repeated the plaint “un centavo, un
centave,” always begging for a meréd
penny. And further back there was
the hovel where the mother presided

ever the destinies of a large famlily and
meet on tha

attempted to make ends
small and Irregular earnings of her
men follk.

There are two dominating ldeas in
the mind of the resident of the United
Btates with reference to the people of

Mexico. Light opera Is responsible for
both. The first !s the ploture of the
man—a creature of an inconcelvably

wide hat, of trousers nkin tight to the

angles, of flowling, scarlet sash and
ul blanket And the plcture 1s
No stager

e In its minutest detail
of light opera has ever exaggerated the
man of Mexico. He loafs today in mag-
nificent ennu! about the {lway sta-
tions at Chihuahua and Saltillo and San
Louls Potosl so arrayed as 1o defy ex-
agzeration.

The second Mexican iden of the man
from the states ls of Eny
clad, bespangled, jangling har tambou-
rine and with a dagger, for jealousy,
hidden her bosom. But this malden
is as conspicuous for har absence as is
the male of the species for his omni-
presance.

Where Ioverty Prevents.

For 1t must be remembered that thi
f Mexico are inexpreselhly poor.
It is of the masses 1 am W ting, the
§%8 par cent When Diaz became Pres-
ident thers was an occasional opportu-

the senorita,

pecple o

nity for the native to eamn 15 cents a
day at hard iabor. Diaz let in forelgn
capital for the development of indus-
try and In 30 years these same men
could sarn €0 cents a day and hag more

to work Yet even this

epportunity

was not Juxury
And the boys and girls grew up &s
da the herds in the flelds and mated

long before they had reached maturity
the formality of

Sometimes thera was

marriage, but more often thers wWis
not, for the fees were prohibitive. |
wias rare that a peon girl passed the

ags of 14 without having found hersslf

2 mate

This same girl at 10 was the mother
of four ehlldren. At that age she should
have fust been coming into her matur-
ity, blossoming Into whataver of beauty
lay within her. But the girl of 20 who,
in poverty. has brought into the world
four youngsters and cared for them,
Bas had little chance for the flowering
forth of the beaunty that may
Eave beem her birthright

This is the condition that !s almost
gniversal among the of the
masses. It is bSecmumse of this condition
that one locks In wvain the drcam
malden of Mexico who burns up her
soul 1o jealousy for her sweetheart and
slips the stiletto between his ribs rath-
er than lose him.

Beanties of Tehuantepre.
It 15 & condition almost universal

latent

peopls

tar
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not quite. There i3 the town of Te-
huantepec that saves the day, for Te-
huantepec |s the home of women who
throw down the gauntlet to sll the
world for beauty and for thoss char-
acteristics of leadership that dominate
all around them,

Where Mexico grows narrowest to-
ward the southern end the Isthmus of
Tehuantepec separates the main body
of the eountry from Yucstan, A rail-
road crosses this Isthums and makes &
short cut bhetween New York and the
Orlent. At the top of the divide there
18 a native Indian town and here ro-
side Mexleco's amazons. Here are found
those rare natives with the fluted and
extraordinary headgear that has womn
an international reputation

When the traveler alights in Tehu-
antapec he Is met by peddiars of opals,
and beads beaten out by native gold-
smiths from the metal of tribal mines,
and the frults of the “tlerra callente
Soon he notices that these peddlers are
all women and that many of them are
young and beautiful, He passes into the
market place where he finds Innumer-
abla stalls, also presided over by
women. Thera is the apeparance of
tmmaculate cleanliness and the alr of
business efficlency. Nearby are native
stores also presided over by women.
There |5 hardly a male creature any-
where to be sesn.

Eventually the traveler learns that
this is a city of women. There are 3000
of them and but 600 men. They have
assuymed the reins of government and
the responsibility for providing for
thelr own support, They have done both
g0 effectively that Tehuantepec is the
cleanest. best governed, most proaper-
ous community between the Rlo Grande
and Gauatemala

And the beauty of these self-gov-
erning, self-supporting women lifts the
traveler out of his boots. They are a
remnant of the unsullied blood of the
that race of high civillzation
that suffered so tragically when It fell
under the all-blighting domination of
Spain. They are the remnant of the
peopla who built pyramids that rival
those of Egypt and temples of such
decorative beauty as to draw students
trom the world around into the jungles
of Yucatan., And these women have a
classic delicacy of feature and a dig-
nity that is In accord with this an-
cenatry.

AZtecs,

A Diax Tragedy.

This manless Eden Is also a heritage
from the Diaz regime. Fresldent Diaz
sent his younger brother to Tehuante-
pec as Governor. This latter was but
an unlettored Indian and possessed
none of the unusual qualities of FPor-
firio. He governed his Astec subjects
with aboriginal cruelty and stupidity.

His many atrocities came to a climax
when, one day, he shot and killed one
of these women of Tehuantepec as she
passed his dwelling. The shooting was
done upon & wager and merely to prove
his marksmanship. There Ils & touch of
eruelty in even the Asztec when srousad.
The people rose as o man and went for
Governor Diaz. When they had eap-
tured him they performed an operation
that is not unpopular in Mexico. They

v
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skinned the bottom of his feet and then
torced him to walk to his execution.

To avenge the death of his yYyounger
brother President Diaz dispstched an
army to Tehuantepec With instructions
to kIl every male in the village. The
prdera were Bo effectively carried out
that the only men left were those who
flad to the mountains.

Sinee then the town has been a com-
munity almost without males. As X
walked the streets of this native city
of the tropics one of the moat peculiar
of tha efforts of to keep her
balance was thrust upon me, The male
children the Tehumnas go stark
naked but little girls wear a skirt
about their waists. [ moticed that thers
seamed to be many more mile children
than female, So great was the appar-
ent difference in numbers as betwaeean
the sexes that 1 hegan to keep & tally.
At the end of the day I had seen four
times as many boys as EIrls 1 have
ever since wondered if nature Wwas
here at work In an attempt to supply
abundantly the males of which there
wers such a lack in the community,

Giving a Party.

An opportunity to study these women
wits afforded by the fact that the indi-
viduals of the party of which T wns a
members dechded to glve a party in
Tehuantepes. There was but one Amer-
ican In the town, he belng a mining gn-
gineer in charge of a nearby property.
We asked him how to start soms form
of entertalnment in accordance with
native practice. Ha sald that tha sys-
tem locally resorted to was based upon
the employment of the native band of
the community. This organ_tﬂtlon
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might be subsidized and, at the proper
hour it would march through the
streots at the head of a procession. The
people giving the party would fall in
behind the band. The public was thus
invited and whosoever saw fit might
Jjoin the procession. 'When the crowd
was sufficlient the band would repalr
to a nearby dancing pavilion and the
entertainment would begin,

We followed this programme and
soon found outselves hosts to the en-
tire village. The dancing pavilion was
merely & thatched roof for shelter and
had neither walls nor floor, The musie
was excellant. The programme began
with native dances, stately Indian fig-
ures not unlike lancers, But soon the
band strur:_k up = .twostep and, to our
utter surprise, native beau and mal-

dens glided forth (n this dance of
civillzed man, performing the steps
no differently from the manner to

which we wers accustomed in Wash-
Ington or St. Louls or San Francisco,

The members of the party grasped
the opportunity. Soon these effate
representatives of the northern elvili-
zation found themselves gliding about
this somewhat barbarie daneing pidce
with thelr feet attuned to thome of the
jungle maldens. Bronze Dianas they
were, with a glow of coloring In their
cheeks. They were barefoof, with but
two garments. They wors the skirt
of the civilized woman. They are mo
donht wearing them hobbled this sea-
son. Supplementary to this skirt was
an upper garment Known as & vestido
—na loose, =zlesveless sack reaching
barely to the walst. They dance as do
only those who lose themselves In the
nature elalm of the dream rhythm of
musie.

The Beauty Secret.

But the women of Tehuantepec tell
the story of the posalbilities of the
native women of the whole land, They
are beautiful because they have baen
given an opportunity to dovelop. The
malden of the Tethmus reaches the age
of 20 and the full bloom of her wom-
anhood without ‘the over tax of pov-
erty and child-bearing that is the lot
of the Mexican woman elsewhere. Bhe
comes into her maturity &8 do the
orchids of her lowland forests and
rivals them in beauty. Yet her blood
s little different from that of her sla-
ters of other tribes and there s littla
indlcation that they would not be as
fair as she If they dut had the oppor-
tunity, And as the condition of the
Mexican woman is largely due to the
poverty that surrounds her, she mMAY
be sald to mwait the coming of pros-
perity to take her place among the
ereatures of heauty who bring happil-
ness Into ths world.

The women of Mexico possess In a
marked degrea the cardinal virtue of
cleaniiness. In Tehuantepec the whole
population turns out at sunrise for Its
bath in the river that runs through
the town. Men, women and children
take their dip in the stream r&s might
g0 mAany Eparrows and as unabashed
by the absence of bathing suits. The
Mexican native everywhers is as regu-
lar in bathing If there i= but an op-
portunity.

The Virtue of Cleanliness.

The ranchmen of Arizona and New
Mexico know the peon family well and
there thig family may be seen almost
at its best. The Mexlcans {rrigate the
farms of the Americans, clesn their
ditches, look after their livestock. Thia
labor, on the American side of the line,
gets the wage of a dollar and a half
a day, to him enormous. The home of
his family may be pltched by the side
of the ditch in which he works, or
near the village which is his head-
quarters. This home is usually & shack
of adobe or of brush. Hs has buflt it
himself and its furnizhings are worth
four dollars. It Is as good as his peo-
ple have ever known,

The Mexlcan wears the blue overalls
that are the working clothes of the
West. But If they sre old the blue is
largely gone from them and they ap-
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proach whiteness. This 15 due to the
inzistence of the wife upon washing
the clothes of her husband with such
regularity. The Mexlcan Is scrupu-
lously clean. The American who works
beslde this man of the South 1s not 20
particular. Nelther is the wife of the
American. Measured side by side the
Mexiean womnn muy be depended upon,
desplte the primitive conditions under

which she lives, to be wastly more
cleanly than {8 the American woman.
In fact, vour family doctor will tell

you, If asked, that two-thirds of his
women American patients are derelict
In the mattar of bathing. The Amer-
{can woman Is, in fact, rather a sloven-
1y creature in this respect. The Mexl-
can woman Is greatly her superior.
The brush shack of the Mexlcan fam-
ily is likewise clean. The hard-packead
dirt of the floor Is swept frequently
with o broom that the wife has made
from the tops of a bundle of watermoty
bushes bound together. The plece of
tin upon which she cooks her tortllians
{s burnished and shining. Her frijole
pot I8 immaculate, The ashes are al-
ways brushed back from the open fire
at which she cooks. She is, under these
unfavorable condlitions, the model of a
housewife. Hers are the eclements of
gterling worth fram which may be de-
pended tg spring the merit of & salf-
respecting peopla When Mexico comes
into {ts own.
The weakness of the charactér of the
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HERE are still a few cantinleres

I of women water carriers Hving
who served in the war of 15870,
but in the future campaigns of the
French army thers will be no can-
tinleres doing “‘active service” on the
battiefield,

The Minister of War In giving his
{shes them, explained that their serv-
joes dld not compensate for “thelr part
in lessening the consumption of the
food supplies, the retarding of the
march, and ‘the delays caused by extra
baggage.” He did not refer, however,
to thelr history, which has baen one of
bravery, herolsm and tireless energy in
aiding the soldlers guring a campalgn.

The duty of these women who jolned
forees with thelr husbands or brothers
was to serve drinking water to the men
on march and they were obliged to en-
dure all the fatigue and hardships
equally with the goldlers as they
tramped along by thelr glde, Four can-
tinieres were apportioned to a battal-
jon. Thelr hodze-podge uniforms, half
masculine, half feminine, consisted of a
tight-fitting leather belted basque with
{ts double row of brass buttions, & short

full skirt reaching to the knees, a small

Mexican man Is his love of a sporting
1ife. He has & manla for gambling, for
cockfighting, for the bullring. As he
grows prosperous a good many of him
will be led away by thesa things. But
the impression should be corracted that
the Mexican does not worlk or is a poor
workman.

I grew up on a ranch in Arizena and
know the Mexican hired man well. Not
only is he a willing worker but he is
offective intelligent and apt at
learning, With the natural opportuni-
tlea for productiveness that axist In
Meoxlco and the willlngness to work
which the natlve possesses, there is a
great fiture shead for that poople if
it can be but glven an opportunity. The
only thing that stands in its way 8 tha
habit of misgovernment that Is the
huritage wherever Spaln has been the
preceptor.

Wildest Women of Mexico,

Of course, there ars many tribes that
apart from the chlef stock of
Mexlco. The most aboriginal of these
ars the Herl Indlans, on the Island of
Tiburon, In the Gulf of Callfornia They
ars the moat primitive people in the
world. Among them, also, Women doml-
nate, and thess are brawny AmAazons,
who, through centuries of necessity,
have developed smuch physical fortitude
that they ean capture rabbits on the
open plaln.

The marriags requirements that thesa
Amnzons force upon prospective hus-
bands ure the severest tests of the fit-
ness for pnn-n:hm)d that are anywhers
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applied. and the #1imination
of any man n the maximum
of fortitude people have I
stinct! Iy . Suvars euganic

yarman could

14 on
t reglon

» they dwe
When a Serl youth appllea for the
hand of a malden, he is asked 1o come
to live for a 3 r under the roof of
her parents that his sllgibllity may be
+l. Here be proves himself by pro
ng food for the [ iy during that
parliod e catches noe bLarehanded
In the desart or the thicket Hes munst
dwell in thix housshold and view the
coming rivala and the irting f
his swoeetheart with u Nneere I't
malden lavishes In 8 on her inltor
in attempts to r him lose Lr
of his feellngm 8 ractines all her
allurements upd him in an attompt Lo
mike him once become df natrative
of his feeling for her
But his part Is that of the stole, the
man of iron ecomntrol 1g! L
ha toils and provides and
ulgn of the fire t burns Witiil
he is steadfast to the end of & yoear
is married to the maiden it falis
to provide, If jealousy 4
turn his hand sgul
or, if the malden "
jhow of affec .

desert by th

thare to wander ored until thirst
and hunger overtake him and his hody
becomes food for the vagrant ocoyate
The woman who has undone him re-
mains to lure other men to thelr ruln
or to find the superman that shas may

bear othears of his kind

Woman Loses Her Place m Ranks
of French Army
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PICTURESQUE CANTINIERESARF

DONE AWAY WITH AFTER

BRAVE CAREER

blitek mpron and underneath a pair of
A leather hat was the prac-

trousers.
tloal headgenr that went with 1this
queer-looking combination. To the

arm of each cantinlere's coat was at-
tached a little white iron plagus with
her name and that of the battallon to
whilch she was assigned engraved on IL

The cantiniere in the time of peace
had no legal existence, so that it was
only when war was prociaimed that she
figured on the army llsta In a letter
to the directoire dated March 17, 1797,
Napoleon speaks of the noble action of
the cantiniere, Marie Dauraune, of the
Firfty-firat Brigade, “who on seelng n
reasons for the new law, which abol-
soldier fall inte the river and in conse-
quence of a Ewift current belng swept
under, jumpsad in without a moment's
hesitation and saved him from drown-
ing.

*T have presentad to her a collar of
gold from which is suspended a ecivie
crown with the name of the soldier en-
graved on it who 1s indebted to her for
hia life.”

Some time later Josephine Tinquart,
of the Sixty-third regiment, recelved a
¢ross for having killed a cossack and
thiis saved the life of her Colonel In the
retrent from Russia.

Marle Tete-de-Bois, whosa name (s
probably & sobriqust, as, translated, it
{s Marie Head of Wood, was In 17 act-
ive campaligns. Her husband was kllled
on the battlsgrounds and ghe herself
was wounded ssveral times, The falth-
ful cantinlere was scarcely cured of her
last wound when she again took up her
dutles as water-carrier and followed
Napoleon to Watarloo. During the bat-
tla & stray bullet struck her and lodged
fn her face. As she fell she shouted,
“Long live France' The ball had made
an ugly wound and the torn and bleed-
ing flesh made her almost unrecogniz-
able. A grenadler bent over her and
while supporting her In his arms, In
ordar to make Ilight of her condition,
sald, "Marle, really you ars not beauti-
tul ke this,” “That's possible” was
her response, “but I can boast of baing
datighter, wife and widow of & trooper,”
and she explred.

The records show & long list of can-
tinlersz who have been rewarded with
military medals as an acknowledged
recompenss for oxceptional deeds of
bravery. There has hardly been =&
French writer or poet of the 18th cen-
tury who has not been Inspired to Im-
mortalize them with the pen.

The caniinlere mow {5 omly a name,
put woman still has her role to play
in an outbreak of war, The uniform ol
the cantinlers will be replaced by the
hosplital dress of the nurses of the Red

o

Croap, but for davotlon and wal
tion cantiniere

paased

will nog Ll M
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ISLANDS WASHED AWAY.

The islands In the Potomae and aiong
the eastern mide of Cheapeiaks Hay are
1ced with more or lern

belng r«
rapidity, and It is sald to bes & gquestio

of only & few years belore saveral of
tham will disappaar During evary big
storm portions of St Georgos and the
other |slands In the lower TivVer Aars
carried away, but the eroxion & Par
tlcularly ked at Et. UGeorgos, 1a
area of wh has been much reduce
in the last quarter of a ces

Just above Glymont, ab mikle
balow this eity, la Craney Island, and
on It formerly stood several houses

used by flshermen In selne hauling. The

island was then lsrge to mc-
commodate sasily the flaliermen and a
glg storshouse. The use af the Island
for fishing purposes was abandoned 0
nes that time
have almost

enough

or mors yeara ago, and wi
the waves of the Fotomac
washed the Island

away

completely

until but & amall spot of land remains
above water.

According to the Investigators in Lhs
geological survey service, Tilghman,
Sharp and James Inlands, along the

eastern shore of Chespesake BHay, above
Point Lookout, are rapidly decrsasing
in size from the action of the Wives

Tilghman Island, the largeat and
most northerly of the Ialands, is more
thin three and a half miles long and
has an acreage of more than three
square miles, providing homes fur
many prosparous farmers and fisher
men. At Its north end are located the

towns of Tilghman and Avalon, with A
population of several hugdred porsons

Sharp Island Is the smalleat of the

three. Less than & generation ago it
was & Summer resort and supperted
several families throughout the Year,

Now il]l the tress have disappeared Bave
half a dozen, and the bulldings have
bean W 1ed pway except a large hotel,
which stands alone in the center of the
{sland. The aite of an artesian wall has
bean reached by the In 1848
the laland contained 422 acrea of land
In 1800 only 51 acres remalned, and in
1510 only If the presant rats of
erosion continues unabated, the island
will be gone in 14 years.—~Washington
(D. C) Cor. Xew York'Bun,
I,

waYes,

o

Tons of Ore Unmined.
Baltimore Americar
It is estimated that there aure 4,255,
000,000 tons of lron ore unmined In the
United States.




