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ND now the humble paper hanger feels the advance of
fashion. His mussy labors, hitherto exempt from in-
terference on the part of the housewife, is threatened
and his very occupation faces extinction. His sup-

posedly indispensable services are no longer requlired, for
Milady i{s doing hér own paper hanging!

The anmual paper hanging has long been a dread season
of the yeatr, as nnwelcome as the spring house cleaning. But
no mote Mrs. Housewlfe, he she never so wealthy or her
soclal position never so command/ng, now rolls up her sleeves,
pins on
brush and hesvy shears,

a valuminous apron and fearlessly wields huge paste

Previously, the house has been turned over to white-
overslled workmen, who though humble enough in themselves,
have been regarded with the awe akin to that accorded the
plumber, The magic process of transforming & few rolls of
wide. coarse looking paper into a smooth, artistic, decorative
mural background has been watched with the respect and ad-
miration bestowed the magician who pulls a globe of gold fish
out of & lighted cigar.

But the advance of fashion all this. No

woman whe values her artistic reputation would now think

has changed

of turning over such an important matter as the decoration of
her walls to a mere day laborer. She does the work herself,
one room at a time. and it must be admitted that, for once,
fashion’'s fancy meats with the unanimous approval of the
other members of the household, who now recall the days
when every room in the house was dismantled, meals were
snatched in the kitchen and sleeping a precarious and none
too sure a luxury, with the same amused disdain with which
they glance at a picture of the first blcyele.

Of course, women are paper hanging or hanging paper
They feel,
in their new emancipation, that man c¢an no more be depend-

for the satisfaction of their artizstic temperament.

ed on to decorate walls properly than to direct the destinies
of the nation without their approval at the polls,

And besides, there is the satisfaction of taking a friend
throughout the newly papered house, showing her the master-
“And
Friend neighbor can be depended on to

pleces of decorative effects and then proudly saying:
1 did it all myself.”
spread the news of the achlievement with the inevitable and
dramatio elimax: “She dld the whole thing herself."”

For the woman that feels that she has not the strength
to undertake the repapering of the whole house heréelr‘ there
is left the decorative touches, the putting up of panels, bor-
ders, crowns and skirtings.

Pride forbids that the clumsy
Being hér own do-
main, woman must paper it from wall to ceiling and even ths

f, although this is no easy job. 1In fact, the whole
business is no easy job, however simple it may sound and look

And thenm her boudolr.

hand of man desecrate its sacred walls,

to paste up paper.

Wall paper comes in rolls from twelve to twenty yards
long and in widths of from twenty to twenty-tour inches gan-
erally. It s not a simple matter to cut this paper the proper

lengths and then get it straight on the walls. But practi-e

makes perfect In paper-hanging, as In every other art. Andg
art it is, bs any novice will attest after a trial,

You paste the paper on the back and slmply stick it on
t But your first exparience will leed inevitably tc
the conclusion the professional paper hapger is a wizard, sec-

the 'walls

ond only in necromancy to the fitter of luoleum who walks
into your house with = roll some seven feet high and = sharp
knife in his pobket and proceeds without €elay to put in prac-
tice the problems of Euclid on the floor.

If one could only be certaln of hanging those pleces of
paper fairly straight it would not be so bad. RBut they seem
to have ar unaccountable knack of getting out of the vertical
Then they are heavy and wel with paste. Yon are at the top
of the steps and your assistant down below to see that it is all
right by the skirting. And you must be quick, or the paste
will dfy and won't stick. So what with hurry, nervousness
and the limpness and perfectly Incomprehensible behavior of
the length of paper you get it out of the true and there iz a

cockle somewhera which has (0 be smoothed this way snd
that until it nnally decides to changs mnto a crease,

Then you stand back and wonder whether (it Is better
to pull it off at once before it has a chance to dry, and try
again, or let it go and hope for belter luck with the next strip

Yes, putting up a tent in a gale of wind is child's play
compared with getting properly fixed your first sheet of wall-
A per. But woman's well known and primordial virtue wili
triumph in the end, and this time putience will have its re-
ward.

The little decorativa effects and touches which only a
woman can manage are ample reward for the trials and tribu-
lations of learning the paper hanger's art. Feere are Innumer-
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