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Some Cuckoo Stories

HE Germans tell this story of why

the cuckoo always sings its own
name;

The cuckoo was very anxious to

know what the people thought of her

and this Is what she found out: She

asked a starling meén sald about
the blackbird and the starling said
that liked volce She then
asked about the lark and the nightin-
gale and was told they were both ad-
Then she asked about
harself and found out that nobody even
knew her name. So she decided to
sing praises and
cuckon!™ aince then
different keyvs.

what

somae his

mired greatly

her own has sung

“sucrkoo! in many
. -

Onee n cuckoo put one of its eggs in

a wagtail's neat When it hatched out
it was fed by the wagtalls until it
grew so big It fell out of the nest, The
gardener found It on the ground and
put it in an iron cage Thers It was
fed, not by the wagtaills, but by =
friendly sparrow, who appeared with

food many times. The sparrow fed it
until the cuckoo was big encugh to be
gel free and then the lazy bird had to
walt on itgelrl.

A young cuckoo was put in the cage
thrush. The thrush walited on It
and fed it, alwayz giving It the chelicest
bits of food. One day a fine fat worm
wis put in the cage and the thrush,
instéead of giving it to the cuckoo, ate
it. The cuckoo was zo angry about
not getting the worm that he pecked
at the thrush and put one of its eyves
out. Even after this the thrush was a
glave 1o the cuckoo, until the cuckoo
was grown to be a Jarge bird and then
it was lot out of the cage to look after
itselr.

of a

HUXTING BEARS IN LAPLAND.

When a Laplander starts on & bear
hunt It i a important occasion,
wrid he is as solemn as if he were go-
ing to a funeral. When the bear is
discovered and the hunters are attack-
ing it they beg thée bear not to be
offended and also not to hurt them,
If they kill the bear they are afraid
to be glad and do not even mentlion
him by name, but call him the *old
man in the fur coat™

A #story is told by Sir John Richard-

VEery

gon of an Indian and his wife who
were sitting on ths pank of a little
river. Suddenly they loocked up and
saw A large bear directly facing them
on the other =ide of the river. The
Indian had no weapons, so he made
this appeal to the bear: “0 bear, I

never did you any harm and have al-
WwWikys had great respeot for you and
your relations, Mease go away and
don’'t hurt us.” And as the bear went
away, the Indian belfeved he had lis-
tened to the elogulnt appeal.

OUVR WEIGHTS AND MEASURES,

“Pound” comes from the Latin word
*pondus.

“Ounce” is from “uncia” or “twelfth,”
being one-twelfth of a pound, troy.

“inch” is from the same word, being
one-twelfth of a foot.

‘Yard" from the Saxon “gyvrd” or
“girth," At first au yurd waas the cir-
cumference around the body. but Henry
1 changed this and =aid that it shoild
be the length of a grown person’s arm.

Once on & time there lived r boy
Upon a Chinese plate;

He gobbled averything he saw,
And ate, and ate, and ate.

Beneath the plate, all in the dark,
There lived =2 dragon bold,

Heé was a Chinese dragon,
And very, very old.

One day the children took the plate,
Oh, dear, what do you thinlk?

They fed that greedy littie boy,
Upon the blackest ink.

No little boys are ever black,
(At least, so 1 have heard.)

The dragon felt so very sad,
He changed him to a bird.

The Bird: A Story With a Warning

And when, next day, they found the
plate,
They all commenced to ery,
The boy was gone, a blrd was there,
Who ate no mush or ple

But cried aloud for wormes and bugs
And all such horrid thinge:

"Twiig just from being Eresdy,
He had to wéar black wihgs.

So, when you're hungry, best watch
out, .
Don't eat of all In sight

Else that ald dragon ‘neath the plate
Will make you black as night

—FPhiladelphia Record.
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How a Horse Captured a City

LTHOUGH 100000 Greeks spent ten
years in the siege of Troy, they
eould not take the city, but in one night
a wooden horse captured the stronghold
of the Trojane. And the way It hap-
pened was that the Greeks finally re-
sorted to strategy. They bullt a very
large wooden horse and Inside of It hid
some of thelr very bravest warriors
Then they pretended that they had
glven up the siege and that this was a
peace offering to Minerva om the eve
of thelr departure. Leaving it in full
view of the city, they set mall In their
shipsa.
The Trojans were delighted and after
muéh diseussion and argument finally
dragged the wooden horse Into the city;

Lut, alas! for these brave defenders.
That night the Greek fleet returned
and the warriorse ingides the wooden

horse crept out and openad the clty's,

crual deed the Greeks collected & great
army and set sall In over 1100 ships
for Troy. It took them ten years to
prepare for the war, and the ten Yeurs
they spent before Troy vainly trying te
capture it made 20 years all told—and
the wooden horse took only one night
to enter the clty that had withstood
thea sisgZe so long.

SOME FAMOUS STRONG MEN.

Among strong men of olden times
was Alexander I1, who was called the
“Russian EHamson.” He was B0 strong
that he could break bars of iron across
his kne¢e, snap colng In two without
much affort and by & push of his strong
shoulders burst opon even 8 strongly
barred door.

George Castnot, Prince of Albania,
could cut off a bull's head with one

SIS

horses balked heée could
hia shoulder.

push them by

But one day he met his match. He
entered a blackamlith's shop to have
his horses shod and broke several

horreshoes with his hand. He told the
blackamith he did not want poor shoes
like that on his horses. When he pald
the bhiil the blacksmith took the money
and snapped it in two, asking for good

money In return for the work he had
done. The Emperor guve him five or
six more pileces, but each he broke
In half, Finally Augustus gave him

& gold plece, telling him this was sure-
1y good money and this the smithy did
not break.

Peter the Great worked as a black-
smith and developed his muscles won-
derfully. He heard of a man who
clalmed to be the opnly man in Russia
swho could lift an anvil from the
ground, So Peter challenged him to a
competition of strengih. The black-
smith managed to railse the anvili & foot
or so off the ground, but Petéer plcked
it up and plsced It an his shoulder,
walking away with It. The blucksmith,
who d4id not Rnow who Petaer WL,
thought he was an evil splrit who had
come to steal his anvil

THREM YEARS '\\'l'l‘ltt}l T WATER

1t has been proved by actual experl-
ment that emall rodents of arid reglons
are able to live for two or thresdypars
on hard sceds and without any water,
In “New Tralle In Mexico™ Karl
holtz Enys that the animals of the
ert have succeeded n making them-
selves almost indepenident of the waler
supply.

Holes or burrowa in the ground that

Lam-

des-

indieate® the presence of rodents or of
budgers are often found in great nume-
bera where there s no water heater

than A lonely tinjn In o distant moun-
tain range, of which they could hardly
heve haid any knowledge. The roving
mountain sheep regquire more water, ail-
though Mexicans and Iindians insist
that they drink only when rain falls

Morvover 1 have It the authority
of an Intslligent and observant Amerl-
ean in Bonora that while the white-
talled deor In Eastern Sopnora <drink
regularly, those in s western
never drink unless It rains, whic!
peng rarely. He has
tricks at the water , ale
though he has observed them elsewhore
not wery far from water. Another
Amerigan of many years'
who has shol deer southeast
tnd, confirms this,

It is certain, also, that domesticated
animals in the arid regions are much
leas dependent o water than those of
molster regions, Caltle will live well
for months without any other water
than the juice of the ecactus, which
plant is also thelr principal of
stbaistence. Even horses do not come
in to drink of their own free will every
day during the Winter. In my travels
it was the usual thing for our animals
to go without water every second day;
such I8 the custom of that West®rn des-
ert country, and wthe animals Keep in
surprisinikly good condition.

On one occaslon in March our horses
and mules traveled all day and had ne
witer for 768 hours. It was only the
hWorses that suffered, and thix was more
from the quality of the witer they had
lead than from the lack of I, Man's
closest companion, the dog, howaever,
cannot adapt 1tself 1o desert conditions.
Besides suffering from thirsr, the hot
s2oll makes Its foel sore and It does not
know on which leg to stand. ¥ven the
dogs of the Indians, when they travel,
stay panting in what little shade they
ocan find under the bushes during the
hot part of the day, and only follow
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never seen Lhair

holes
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of Liber-
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S = gutes, and Troy was taken and de- Biroke of his sword. He could also thelr masters In' Lthe cool of the even-
LEGEND OF THE RAINY SEASON. stroyed. eaally lift a bench which was holding ing.—Kansas City Star.
It is said that early in October a In a” wonderful poem called the Seveéral psople.
very long time ago Et. Francia went *“[liad," by Homer, the story of Troy is Augustus the Strong, of Saxony, was ALERTLY SUSPICIOUS.
out to punish bad people and he beat told., Priam, who was the ruler, had especlally noted for his strength. He (Washington Star.)
all such with the cord of his sash. many sons. One of them, mamed Parls, ¢ould twist iron bars and fix crookad “Has that young man :ny bad hab-
There was s0 much crying that tears was the cause of all the trouble. He horseshoes with just onme turn of his 1‘5_,"“: ",‘fk"d the f'“““.”“’ ra‘hfr' L
flooded the streets and this was the carried off the wife of a Oreek named wrist. When he was in good humor EO(":UI'HI:'U3“:;1[0(;1?;.5!}l‘ Jane; “he never
begioning of the rainy season. BEvery Menelaus, HMHer name was Helen, and he would sometimes lift & person by “I know. But h‘,‘ looks as if he spent
¥ear since then this season s sup- she was considered the most beautiful each hand and beld them for some 5 terrible amount of time hanging
posed 1o commenca in Ootabar, woman At that time To avenge this liitle time at arms' length. When around gents’ furnishing stores.'
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. There was an old woman lived
= : under a hill,
- » She turned a big stump to an
= automobile,
17 - < And in it she sold her cran-
I e :
/ & N berry pies,
L]
% Z And she's the old woman that
\ never told lies.
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—— | BARED HRPPLES
CRANBIRRY PIES

Norve.y

Fease

In this new age the motor rage is spreading near and far. So Mother Goose said, “"What's the use? I've got to have a car!”
If here you seek each coming week, you'll leamn a thing or two, and read a verse, however terse, on what Motor Goose can do.
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Grandmother Goose’s
Bed~Time Rhvmes

-

{Children,

get
if vyou'll
find

And
You'll

« “Oh, dear!" he cried,

Old King Coal

Is a merry old soul,

He burns in the grate
From early till late,

And, then, let's
Cut out the
(Remember,

- e
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Ancient Origin of
Chess Playing

HE origin of the ganme of chess Is
T loat in the mists of antiquity. Rep-
resentiatives of It are to be seeén on
anclent Egyptian vases. references to
it made in the old Chinese books
of wisdom. All manner of birthplaces

are

have been assigned to it its creator
I« held to have been at times a man,
at times a god., Nothing positive is

kEnown as to Iis origin, yet the greatest
probability is that it was derived from
the East. It ia Interesting Lo note just
n few of the hypotheses surrounding
its obsgure birth. 4
John de Vigney referrsd its inveation
to & Babylonlan philosopher, Xerxes.
Leneur attributes ita origin to Chilo,
the Bparian, one of the seven sages of

Greece. Eir Willilam Jones ascribes the
invention of chess to the ancient Hin-
dus. Gibbon says: “T'o admonish

in the
the same

kings thut they are strong only
sirength of thelir sublects,
Indiane Invented the gume of chess,
which was likewise Introduced into
Persia during the relgn of Nushirvan.”

An Indian phijiosopher describes chess
In these terms: *“It Is & represantative
hloodiess combat, an lmage
hot only of actual military operation,
but of thal greater warfare which
avery son of the earth, from the cradle
to the grave, ls continually waging—
the battle of lfe.”

One sees clearly that, even geolng
Deck to its birth, the relation between

contesl. o

chess and men exists, for does any one
know Just when, where and how the
first man appeared on earth? Also,

usks an authority on the game, who is
a phliosopher as well, is It not a fact
that man's attributes and nature have
remained unchanged throughout can-
turies, and that chess was played much
in the same way, each chessman mov-
ing in the allotted manner, even 5000
years ago?

It hms been pointed out that chess-
men, M taken to represent real char-
acters, can teach us many things, for
the pawns, the most Insignificant of all
the pleccs, nre standing in the fore-

your
tals
n poem
That's something

THE JOLLY MILLER.
There was a jolly miller once
Went skating on the Dee,
The ice was thin and he fell in—
No fish so wet as he.

“I did not know
The ice was quite so slim;

A bathing suit instead of skates
Were better for a swim!”

BABY BUNTING.
Bye-O, Baby Bunting.
Father’s gone a-hunting,
Gone to get a Teddy Bear
For his Baby Bunting fair.

OLD KING COAL.

And a merry old soul is he;

And crackles so merrily.

He weighs quite a ton;
You can poke him in fun,
And he'll laugh and burn brightly in glee,
But, my! how he'd pout
If you let him go out—

What a chilly old Cinder he'd be!

make a SCRAP BOOK:
Get scisaors and some paste,

VOorses
“"haste

Mother
tha

within
Hke

Gooes,
time,
your boolk
this rhyine.)

carefully,
makes waste!™)
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And paste them In po neatly
Thut any one can look,
And by and by vou'll find you have
A GRANDMA GOOSEY BOOK!
- - - -—

most rank, and at the end of the game
a pawn may become a gueen. Noth-
Ing iz impossible 1o the amall while the
gume I8 balng pluyed and greatness s
there Lo be achleved,

According to Carrera the principles
of chess could be applied to the game
of life. The board may be considered

the fleld of life, checl
and evil, on which
game and be rewaurded
desseris,

The pawns may be

resenting those
exeitéd by circ
riers to those six
would be represe
ploces, The oo
board In direct
innate sense of Just!
humuaun breast, which, howaever at-
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This particular feature of thelr equip-
ment for
paraded, ho
political quull
public eye.
mt the Sis
in London,

ag for

the office | oL unnecea=arily

or t':r\l"-’-'.,v'
strenzth
tlon of
thelr governmen
on that s ¥
abundant allowanve { unds not
but for housl and mhkin-

ore an adeyu

Brit A assador to

recely salary

an xpanse allowan doen the
Presldent of the U pro-
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SOME FACTE OF INTEREST.
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with henvy load:

New York prod nilk than
any other state Every
vear it has §00,000,000

Tha largest p 4 i a
Kind of seswed ometimesn
grows 300 feet 1

Pears were brought from the East
by the Romans.

Onge cubic fool of water weighs 2.9
poundsa,

The lowest point tha
United States is D It

is 1278 feect below th el
Onlons Arst came (rom India

i
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*And have
walk™

you pleaesnnt

“Oh, no. I've seen the cat-tail flagn
And rather dizay feel.”
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A Dizzy Walk
had a

Sauid Aunt to little Teal:

“Apd how j& that, my little mun?™
“Why their talls stuck uap.” he
eaid,

"And our old pussy staggers’ round
When I stand héer on her head.”
—Charles N, Sinnett
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