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A (lose Ran S}.u&y ofthe Centle Nlj)ponese

a land Traveler

T}'Ley Have Many Problerms More Vital Than
Exclusion From Gilifornia.

BY WALTER M-ERIDE
AFPAN s the land of enchantment
J Almost everybody it some time
dreamsa of going there. To galn-

say its charm is akin to confessing the
absence of an faculty. Faw
travelers who its wonders
would think the clalm
that it is one of the most beautiful
reglons In the world

That person who can behold

esthotic
have seen
of disputing

the ma-
Jestiec peak of Fulivamn at sunset with
A solden mist behind ., or roam
through the mighty forest st Nikko
without being thrilled, or look into the

eternally calm face of the great
Buddha at Kamakura without being
made profoundly aware of his own
mortality, ocught néever to leave home.
To all such travel s a wasted effort
It would be difficult to find an area
of simliar extent possessing =0 many
natural attractions ns this little isiand
omplire From Hokkaldo In the north
to the Bay of Nagasaki In the south

there Is revealed a succession of sceéenes
as exquisite as any one bas ever plc-
tured In Imagination.

While there Is a very marked agree-
ment among 1t relers and forelgnoers
residing In Japan nas to the natural
charmes of the country, there is by no
means the same unanimity of opinion
regarding the wvirtues of ita inhabl-
tants Rather the tendency would
scem be to give these people credit
Tor little that is admirable. Tourists
Ifrom America who are In Japan for a
few days or a fow weeks, bringing in
most cases u well-deflned prejudice
with the nfter an eéncounter or two
with eurly or avaricious rikisha men
are apt to proceed on their travels with
a stronger T ing of dieliks. Others
with no more discrimination see In
these amiable, courteous people merely
smiling dolls= Stil} others err by pre-
sfuming to see no faults of any kind.

I had comes into contact with Japan-
ese in various ways long before 1 want

to

to Japan. Years ago In the boarding
houses of San Francisco there wers
Japanese walters and elevator boys

They were generally slther stolid, tm-
pertinent, lazy, deceitful, much more in-

terested In acquiring knowledge than
in performing their, doties ILater in
the beet sugar fTlelds of the Spreckels

Company In Montorey County. I had an
opportunity to observe those conditions
which have pince seemed to demand
restrictive leagisiation,

AS an assisinnt secretnary to the Hon.
grary Commercial Commission from
Japan. wnich visited the United Stytes
in 1809, 1 got my Tirst real iInsight Into
the Japanese character. The commis-
sion wnas made up of representative
business men from the chiaf eclties of
the country, and many of these gentle-
men were of very high character and
intelllpence. Puring the three months
P traveled with them I formed friend-
shipz that have endured and that have
constituted a jarge slement in my en-
Joyment of my year's stay In Japan.

Whilsa 1 found much to admire In
many of th high-class men, I think
my opinion f the Jupanese generally
was not greatly changed until T went
to live In Yokohama g Remembering
the old days in California. I expected
to find the people of Japan proud, in-
solent, grasping and enamored of the
military ldsal. I found them on the
conirary the most gentle patient and
amiable people I have ever met. From
the highest the lowest 1 received
nothing but graciousness and courtesy,
Their dignified and friendly attitude,
not anly toward each other, but toward
foreigners as well, was n revelution to

o

mea. Excepting ‘rikisha men. who seam
—at least In the treaty ports—consti-
tuticnnlly excitable, I do not recall

ever seeing a disturbance betweon for-
eignars and Japanese. Subjected to the
exactions and impatience of tourists or
forélgn residentn, they never seem to
losa for a moment that self-control
which is gquite a marvelous trait. While
thelr slowness was often both disap-
peinting and annoving, 1T was fortunnte
in having mno difficulties with shop-
keepers, and contrary to the pros-
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sion which seema to
thelr methods entirely
never Inmiportuned to buy. He wus In
variably invited to ‘dinspect the wares,
of whatever sort they might be, and
the =lze of one's purchase never seemed
to detzrmine one's treatment. That per-
fect politeness which characterizes the

pravail, T found
athicel. One was

people of all classes, s especlally
marksad in the keepers of shops,
- - -

My memaories of my long sojourn at
the Cherry Mount Hotel In Yokohama
are & pléeasure to recall for many rea-
sons, Owur proprietor was a Japaneso
man for whom one could have only
the highest respect His establish-

ment, compared with those in America,
wis a rather poor affair, but despite its
barn-llke apartments and tawdry fur-
nishings, Akon Ban's genial personality
and his tireless efforts to make us com-
fortable made it seem slmost homellike
Our room boya were all that one counld
desire. They needed only to learn oné's
tasties and habits In order to anticipate
one’'s wixhes, and so thoughtful and
caraful were they that the best of fesl-
ing always prevalled

Thelr efficlency, fldelity and self-2¢-
facement wers nlways quite bevond my
comprehension. Our under-clerk at the
offlce, & young Japanese of 23, was one
of the most engaging young men that
I cames to know. Desapite his multifar-
ious duties, which ranged from caring
for the mall, running errands and malk-
ing blusprints, to serving tea, he was
ubsolutely dependable. Whataver wan
expected of him he did smilingly and
with dispatch. I shall never farget his
any favors for me, or his gracious
1§ iner and his ploturesque appoarance
In hi= flowing silken kimonoa

Ong I1s eafer In Yokohama on the
darkest night than he would be in New
York. Such a thing as an attack on a
forelgner is very rare. I cannot aay
whether thia is because of the inherent
virtue of the Japunese or because of
the vigllanca of the police. For a timae
after my arrival 1 always used ‘rikishas

at nighe The narrow, dimly lHghted
streets prasented to my mind an ldeal
setting for robbery or violence. Both
my Japanese and forelgn friends
launghed at my timidity, and I came to
have no feellng of uncertainty as re-

gards attack of any kind

In Toklo, Kobe, Kyoto and Nagasukl
I went about day and night without
the least fear I must say., however.
thut Japan has her full share of crim-
inals and the accounts of revolting
murders and crimes constantly appear
in the press. Our rooms at the Cherry
Mount were zlwaye unlocked and in the
Summer time the windows were wide
open. No one seemed to think It neces-
sary to guard his belongings

When you coma to the Japanese chil-
dren you are getting very close to the

heart of thess mysterions people. The
love of parents for children is their
most besutiful tralt and one that Is

quite easy to undeérstand, Children are
calléed a name that means “treasure-
flowers” and it seems quite to express
the tender relation that exists between
parents and their offspring. Anyvone
who can withstand the charm of even
an average Japanese child ism indeed
deficlent in feealing. 1 found them the
maos=t fascinating children in the world.
Without anything MKke the Intellect or
personality of an American child, their
Epod nature and gentle manners glve
them an attraction that it is impossl-
ble to analy=e.

I found the Japanese an unusually
attractive people in meany ways—pallle,
deferentinal, amiable, cons=iderate, oh-
liging. I do not however, belleve that
they care much for the forelgner.
That trait of zloofness which has in-
fluenced thelr entire history, cannot
be surmounted. Tourists are welcomed,
of course, since <ntire communities
thrive on thelr expenditures,

Japan iz not a rich country, in fact
it is n very poor one. The most amaz-
ing thing about the Japanese people in
thelr ability to make s0 much out of a

meagtre opportunity. With every
square inch of avallable land taken,
with burdensome taxes, and with pov-

"R feil/

*

7
7

| (1,
/ ://{ t‘(ﬂ" i ”?/(-/".

erty widespread, 'it is not to be won-
dered at that the presence of the pros-

pearoun. patronizing foreligner is re-
sented

That Japanese should manifest any
friendiiness toward forelgners is evi-
dence of thelr consumniaste taucot In

Yokohama the reluations bewteen Jap-
anese and foreigners are peculiar. The
Yokohamna forelgn settiement s made
up lmrgely of English people and as
everyone knows, they have the strong-
est race prejudico of any people on
earth. The disposition of most of
them toward nll natlonalities outside
their own Is one of sither superiority
or indifference. The socinl code In
Yokohama Is rigld and the atmosphere
dull and formal Thelr caste ldeas s7e
pronounced and 1 regret to say that

many Americans adopt the same wuper- _{Tz‘-_’/] eI, .

cllious attitude. To see anything ==y = ok

worthy in the Japaness i{s a breach of ore df?‘ﬂd%&??:d!?l:

decorum, is in fact to be hopelessly

ordinary. One sometimes wonders that -

the Japanese endure them at all that If Japan should ever fimd us at lem which Japan has to deal with is

TR Y a disadvantage that she would not use that within her own borders Soclal-

At the time or the land legislntion it to our hurm A nation whose tra- istlic [deans have been spreading slowly

in California there was a good deal of ditlon Ix founded on the strongest arm and the growing discontent of the

bitter feeling among the Japanese, but and the sharpes: sword could hardly PEeRls With the ever-incrcasing burden

no such display of It as the American be sxpected to do otherwise The °f Iaxation has brought sbout a state

press has tended (o convey. In order Callfernis question is not, when atl ©°f affalrs which will test the powers

to understand their point of view one Is enld. 0s grave as many suppose. °F those at the head of the geyverament

must take Into conslderation the fact

Thut timg will solve it to the satisfac- I bave never besn much- concerned
that the Japaness are naturally a proud ton of both natigns the more optim- OVer the Ruspecisd sirister deslzms of
and sensitive race. Thelr splendid Istie are confident. Japan towsrd ourse! and have had
victories over the Chiness and the . = r SVeR less apprehansion in that regard
Russiasns, thelr advancement in Bov- 90‘)13 2z Jﬁ-‘dﬁz .pc.l.l".d: Tﬂkfﬁ?. tr'.f\‘;‘:r:nt‘:r f::opl:-n\::.:lt'lfl’nn: ‘::0:;:‘:!;3 since my -1‘:, in Yokohhmna There-
ernment, education, commerce, and what abeiract one In California coutd fore, I did not interest myself in in-
science they feel justifies them In any rate the foreign settiemsnts will where life Is singularly fortunatie. The ,var be Japun's affzirs on the Aslatic Yertigation of the milltary strength of
claiming absolute equality with Cau- pever be enlarged, intimate character of the rolations gcontlnent are apt to demand all the Japan. Neovertheless onw wWouid have
casian nations, 3 While the California Legislature was With Japan since the opening of the sagacity «of her atatesmen for some 10 be in that couniry oniy & short

Any disparagement they will not 0l- congidering the land measures mest- ompire to the world, the enormous vol- time te come The sovernment of Ume to realize that it has a large and
erate. The action of the State of Call- (npy of commereial and political bodfes Ume of her commerce with Japan (In China is anything but favorable to efficient standing army and & reserve
fornia seemed to them a most unjust 1%12 _one-third of Jupan's forelgn trade

were constantly being held Iin Tokio
the

force that
midable by

would bhe considered for-
the most military of na-

Jupan‘s ambitions in the Orient When
I wans in Shanghal In

diserimination., particularly in view of

was with the
the restriction agalmst further tmmi-

to protest against treatment . of United Statea) gives her

Srplembear theres

Jupanese there The yellow journals in the eyes of thess sober-minded, was very strong fesllng againat the tone ’
gration from Japan. They had re- were loud in thelr demand that the very -practical men an Importance Japanese. They had not convinced the Boldlers and sillors are constantly
signed themselves to the loss of that gnectments of the bilis bs consmidered beyond that of any other natlon. De- peopie of the new republic that they passing throush Yokobama, and en
privilege. The land act they regarded , gufficient causes for the issuance of spite the humiliating treatment of were not concerned in the revolution warious trips that T made to places In
as an insult, as an implleation that an ultimatum. Even some of the con- Japanese in Californla. the bellef In §n the south. Also the extensive mil- the interior | saw mans of them and
they were infertor and undesirabie. mervative papers were outspoken in the good intention of the American ftary ametivity of Ruskia in Moggolla had an apportunity to, fgge,. casually,

Thelr case has been waakened a good
deal by the fact that the very rights
for which they contended in California
they bave never been willing to con-
ceds lo allens at home. Indeed every
affort is made to curtall the activities
of the foreigner in Japan. XNo oppor-
tunity s afforded him to compete with
Japanese, and it 15 predicted that in
the course of time thik forelgm mer-
chants wiil be forced out of Japan. At

thelr opinions as Lo the probable out-
come. Our Army and Navy were con-
stantly belng compared with those of
Japan nnd the results of hostilities
were ingenlouuly foretasted.

Among thoughtful Japanese : how-
cever, one could find no such hystoria.
America to & steadlly growing number
of Japanesa means El Dorado or
Ciopla, & lund of golden cpportunity.
of immeasurable rescources, a4 r

people at large i» becoming widespread.

"Our high ideals aa a nation, our gen-
eroxity, love of falr play and freedom
from intrigue are ail but acknowledged.
1 pould nevéer get any of thsse men
to favor hostilities as & means of set-
tling differsncesn. They usuaily dis-
posed of that feature of the (asue by
=aying that such & course would mgan
Japan's Tuin.

I am not preapared to say, howoyer.

should be disquieting. even to & na- the characlor of Japan's

tion leas alert than Japan. Hy the - - -

military party this was considered a

situation necesultating an Increase in They &re a sturdy, sober. dignified
lot of men; spleandid physical specimens.

ihe army by two divisions, a question
that, when !t came to bs volsd on in Drunkenness or reawdylem are not qual-
ities one will find in them. They glve

the Parliament only & year ago, pre-
cipitated the downfall of twe cabinsta the Ilmpression of beink thosouxghly dis-
and such a popular dameonstration as ciplined. They are far from helng as-
Tokln had pever seen Befpre, sertive or beold, almost childiike In
thelr Ingenuoushesa "

soldiery.

Perhaps the most significant hr;:b-




