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WIDENING. MOVE ON

Approval of East Couch Plan
Sought by Committee.

“Y” TO BRIDGE IS IDEA

Association Will Be Formed to Get
Behind Project—South East Sideg
Sturts  Petition to Widen

Powell Street to 80 Feet.

Among the several Important move-
ments started on the East Side last
week Is that to make Bast Couch 80
fect wide from Bast st to East
Fourteenth utrects, connect East Couch
with Sandy boule cot down the
present grade at Elsventh and
connact the st with the Burnside

bridge with a angle on an ¢levated
roadway.

In arder to glive
whao have rted
portunity to show what the
the Improvement of Euast
been held up. The contri
ing that street all ready
sanction.

A commities of property owners, J.
R. W wr, W. H. Stokes, R. L. Zeller,
1", AL Stokes and some others, are now

the owners
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Interviewineg own of property on
East Couc in t hops of getting
thelr consent to the widening. It Is
urged that to widen Hast Couoch and

develop a moderate grade at the pres-

ent stcop point ot East HEleventh
street and connect it with Sandy bou-
Jevard woild make |t an ideal street

for this crowing section. The commit-
tee having the matter In charge Is
colving encouragement. Many of the
property owners, however, are hard to
roach.

r

“We believe that this widening cam
ba done,” sald the committee in an ad-
dress to the property owners, “if the
property owners are willing and will
put thoir shoulders to the wheel, ofr
covurse It will cost some money, as ail
good things do, but compared to the

amount of benefits the expense will he
vary small. The few bulldlngsg on the

Etreet that smount to anything can be
arcaded, which will iessen the expense.
The time to do this Isg now If ever, be-
fore mora bulldings are arected and
before hand surface Is put down. The
City Commissioners have been askad
to delay letting the contract for hard

surfacing for a short time. in order to

glve time to get an expression from all

owners alfected.

Property Owners to Study Situantion.
“Nine-tenths of the traffic over Burn-

sikis bridzse coomes from and goes to
points north of East Burnside street.
This plin would give Burnside bridge
i dboubls appropch uand Bast Couch
#treet., being on the north, would nat-
uraliy et for the sreater portion of
the travel. When the Burnside bridge
ig rebuilt. which must be done bhefore
many years, “if may be pleced In a
gtrulght line with Waest Bumaslde
mireat That will bring the east end
of it in the center of the block stween

Hast Burnside nnd IKust Couch and hoih
strests can then meot It In a *Y" con-
nection.™

An Enst Couch-street property own-
y will be formed to tike
lenlngz us s=oon as enough of

HANDSOME HOUSE BUILT BY HEAD
OF FAMILY WHO OCCUPY IT AS HOME

William R. Bridges Designs Flan, Makes Own Condrete Blocks and Builds Attractive Domicile in Spare Hours.
Actual Cost, Exclusive of Own Work, $1800.
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the pruperty owners have responded.
It i= belleved that a wide street Is
needed to connect the Burnskde bridge
with Sandy boulevard, which Ig 80 feet
wide and which is paved to the ecity
Mmirs. It Is planned to make Sandy |
boulevard 80 feet wide from East Six-
teenth to East Twenty-elghth sireets
and the conncetlon with Sandy boule-|

vard will be made by extending East|

Couch through part of two blocks, lt|
will have an easy grade, shorter route |
and glve a doubld approach to Burn-
sids bridge, |
Move to Wlden Powell Street. |

In the South East Side a movement |
has been started o widen Powell be-
tween Milwaukie and il Eighteenth
Et 1 fadl A petition

T
by G0 per cent of the property
owners hasg besn submitted to Commis-
sioner Dieck and the South East Port-
landd Boosters' Club passcd resgeolutions
indorsing the proposed movement. |

Some of the property owners favored
paving the street on the present width |

of B0 feet, but the greater number |

Mant it made 80 feet wide to corres |
With the width of the rest of t 5 st |
PFowell street i occupied with double |
tracks of the Brooklyn carline, which
takes the main portion of the street.

FPowell 18 the city end of Powell Valley
road, which carries a heavy traffle. It
is considered highly Important that
FPowell should be widened to take care
of this trufic =

Real estute transfers involving nego-

tlatdions of 35000 and over have been
fiied aince the first of "the month as

follows:
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ty-sixth street. He has facod many
obatacles and handlcaps nnd conslstent-
Iy overcome them, and ag a
day Mr. Bridges and hils family of five
children live in a handsome house that
stands on the southwast corner of Bast
Forty-sixth and Salmon streets From
all nppearances the house i= buijlt of
natural stone, but such ix not the case
It is made of concrete blucks, nearly
all of which were made and all of them
placed In position by Mr. Bridges dur-
ing his hours of recreation

About three and one-half years ago,
with the problem of not being
Lo rent a satisfactory house nnd
being the father of three henlthy chil-
dren, Mr. Bridzes bought a lot in the
ahove locality and decided to erect a
tenthouse while preparing hils pros-
pective home. Having been born and
rulsed In Bagland, where dwellings are
for the most part constructed of brick
and stone, he declded on a concrete
block house.

Lack of Training No Bar.

During this time Mr. Bridzes was
proofreader on The Oregonlan, and was
not familiar with even the rudiments

faced
able

of masonry and concrete construction,
but this Iack of training did not deter
him.

He bought a block-making machitie
and started in to investigate how
others worked and went around among
the people whom he saw mixing con-
crete in quest of the necessary informa-
tlon. Disgusted with his efforts in thia
direction, he obtained a textbook on
econcrete construction from the Publie
Library and went ahead, although he
ndmita that there is no royal road to
working in concrete; on the contrary,
it Is pretiy siranuous

Mr. Bridges axcavated o large part of
hizs basement and built the wall of
hlocks 28x8x12 In dimension. De-
siroug of getting into the house as
goon As possible, our amateur mason
contracted the work of putting up the
rough frame<or the house. The labor re-
quired in this job cost him §150. Later
he f contracted the plumbing,
wiring and plastering. But aside from
these auxillary services, lle himuell
placed in position every one of the
thousands of concrete blocks that go
to make up tha house it stands to-
day. He put in his own concrete steps
and walks, lald the floors on the in-
of his house and did the interior
finishing.

=

Actoal Cost B1S00,

The house complete s now finished
actunlly cost Mr. Bridges $1500, Includ-
ing the cost of the furnage und all ma-
terinl, as well all Imbor contracted
for. This of course not. include
his own labor.

The home looks llke a stone-bulit
structure, In the steol caxts made from
plaster of paris moulds provided by
Mr Bridges, the concrete was moulded
in slzes varying from 20x14 inches to
8x7 Inches
well-arranged

ns
does

The bailding contains elght
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8,000
storfes, with full baseament.

: v.2a0 The house |g now free from debt, and,
L 'lot 1, AN D e withough Mr. Bridges smilingly con-
10, Irvington, war- fesges that the annual tax levy has not
~ e 0,500 it been pald, he gave ndequate as-
fuss "‘_":"“'J_' snriance that it could and would be mc-

R e counted for specdlly 1.
ol 1, LR It took approximate three years of
- personal effort to construct the Bridges
william . I 1! iome. nnd it was practically completed
divided ; several months ago, although it=
wrtland . 10,730 | bullder and owner Lias not yet ceased
. ‘{.’;‘.[" ]I“;:"'{‘" " to find opportunity for further work

¢ second: aduition that might Lhe spent profitably on it
to Bant ti T G,000 Mr. Brildges was born In Aylesbury,
Frank . Mllih"'-il.['-hl to Bpal Brith Buckinghamshire, In the Midlands of
Bullding  Amoclation. purt block . pe| England. When he was 3 years of age
Ed'-’l;"‘ M. Bunyan and “]f;,‘u J. C. - his father dled, leaving his mother
,mmw‘:l.r:h,'lmz-l Im.-::;::w:‘ 43‘ tr‘-;.: with four --!n!‘lldre‘n. At the age of 10,
westerly frem = doriliess 2 v having passe the necessary grades,
}’.g’l.(;if‘,":"'_ "_uﬂ_":r__ ‘_“_]f{“_{',_"_“'_'f' he was allowed to quit school =nd
= Doonan to Joseph . Naah, lot started to worls

10, Bastwood, In scctlon b, township Even then, or dus early as he was
ms:b::lmlli !‘;:‘;f“‘;u‘f:"ﬁ' N i G000 capable of serious thought. he had an
Christanse lot 18, block 85, Irv- ambition to come to the Paciflec Coast
“ington . ei-aen wesssesssnssnees  BB00) Of the United States, about whigh he
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Bridges, who lives at 221 East For- |

result to-|

| solved to o back,

had read Interesting stories of the In-
and of pioneer achievement.

> he entered a seven-year appren-
firm of

us printer with the
Watdon & Viney, one of the

ting and publishing houses
I, which opersated a branch
n plant at Aylesbury. I
e et dhend, the young|
npprentices  commenced the study of|
Greek, Latin and French under the :lll‘.r'l
guldince of Rev. C, Y., Psarson, vicar
of the Church of England in his lo-
callty, and the knowledme thus galned
has proved of inestimable benefit to
Mr. Bridges in his profession.

Declding to ecoma to the Unlited
ites; Mr. Bridges, with his wife and
n children arrived in Portland during
the Lewis and Cloark Fair, in 1604,

“Wae were much Impregsed with Port-
land’ from the very start’” said Mr
Bridges, “because It so much resembled
Loond geographlically. You Know,
the 1 nes runs through London much
the same as the Willamette River Jdl-
vides Portinnd, one belng about the dis-
tunes from tha Atlantle as the other
is from the Paclfic. .

“But things Jdidn"t pan out as [ fig-
urad, and for once In my life I be-
cume digconraged. After i week or two
n Portland we became restless and re
although our natural
impulse and desire was to settle in
Portland for good. I kEnew my old po-
gition was walting for me, as the man-
ager bad gunranteed that when I left,
s0 1 went to the Portinnd bank, which
held my draft for $1000 and told the
cashier that 1 wanted to have the draft
transferred to London, as 1 Intended
to return home. He dissuaded me from
my determination to return to England.
Learning that T was a proofreader by
cccupation, he suggested that 1 try my
luck at The Oregonian, where the su-
perintendent gave me every considera-
tion and encouragement.

“I¥was new to newspaper work hut
the boys weére good to me and helped
e to make good,

“That wns 84 vearg ago and I have
been working for The Oregonlan ever
glnce”

Concrete House s “Secret.”

Netwithstanding Mr. Eridges' impor-
tant connéction as head preofresder
with The Oregonian, nobody on the
paper knew much or anything about
his concrete house until a few days
ago and then only because a pleture of
It ehanced to be seen by one of his as-
soclites.

Shortly after his arrival
Bridges bought an acre on the Mount
Seott carllne, on which he bullt a
housd, Later he traded this for a dairy
ranch at North Beach, Wash), but he
found he couldn’t run a ranch and read
proof at the same time, so he s=old the
stook on the place and rented the ranch
until four years ago, when he sold the
entire place. Ha put thiE money right
bk into other proparty, which has In-
creased considerably in veloe

AMr. and Mrs. Bridges have five child.
ven: Bernard, aged 11; Clifford, aged
0; Margaret Hope, agéd 6: Gracle, aged
S5, and Muriel Cornwall, aged 7 weeks,
The two boys are now attending the
Glencoe School. Gracie's pet name Is
“Gipsey,” in consideration of the fact
that she was born In a tent house,

“My wife Is deserving of the iarger
ghare of the credit dus on this house
proposition,” expliined Mr. Bridges.
“For she wns pearfectly willing to live
in the tent house and put up with all
the Inconveniences that that lifemeant.
It was not particularly an.ideal life,
but it certalnly was heanlthful, not to
say Interesting, especially when the
silver thaw struck uy but we look
back upon gur experiences now with
A good deal of pleasure.

Work Made Recrention.

“Many people have remarked at my
work on the house and speak of it us
a blz task, but T do not view It in that
lHght. I assoclated the ldea of recre-
ation with Iit, and a profituble recrem-
tion at that, and got lots of reul fun
and enjoyment out of my experiences
My dutles in the proofrocm bheing
necessarily very strenuous and exact-
ing, my work on the house gives me
the needed rest and relaxation, in
short helps & fellow to keep young and
healthy minded.

here, Mr,
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“I will admit that when I started to

Trriges
Azma Faprrrrv

Iay the blocks T wns a little nervous
as to whether my efforts would meet
with the sanction and approval of the
bullding inspector, and one day after

1 had got conslderalble of the work
dome n mun came along whe Informed
ma he was the buiiding inspector. I
immediately felt a cold shiver run
down my back, He remarked, ‘Are
you doing this Ly the day or by the
contract”™ 1 replied *By the day or
part «ay.” He iid, ‘Isn't & man
named Bridges bullding thls house? 1
raplied, "Yes' ‘He's with The Orego-
ninn, isn't he?T ‘Yes," I sald. I then
eald, “How does this strike you—is
eéverything to your satisfaction?” He

réeplied, '‘Everything is O. K., and it's|
Boing to look fine I felt considerably
relleved and Invited him to lunch with
uy, when he remurked, ‘I helleve you
are Bridges himself.’ I sald, ‘You've
got It right. *But.’ id he, ‘T thought
YOou wers o man. I sald,
*That's right. wihiich we had
i hearty laugh are pretty good
friends.

newspaper
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Labors Not Overdone,
“I make It u special point not to

overdo things, but to work just as 1
feecl disposed, Furthermore It F{l\‘t!l
oneé xomething worth while to work|
for. There's o whola lot ¢f real =atis-
faction in actually bullding your own
home, especlally when one's wife en-
ters Into the spirit of the thing, And
then there are the chlldren—dolng It
for them. Yes, it s qguite worth while.”

A glance at Mr. Bridges' face, show-
ing healthy color, good nature and en-
thusiasm, lends full support to his
contention that his out of door “recre-|
atlon” has exerted a beneficlal effect|
on his health and he 1s satisfied that|
his effort in bullding His own home|
has been altogether worth while and
its own reward.

In Indifferent health

at the begin-

ning of his building operations, Mr.
Bridges has improved In this respect
to n marked degree, which he at-

tributes largely to the healthful, not to
say remunerative, exercine obtalned in
his house-building hobby. Personally|
he gonsiders his work in no degres ex-
traordinary, ndmitting that It is square-
I up to the individual himself whether

he makes zood In any endeavor he
tackies In this great Paclfie Coast
country of splendld opportunity.

BRISK TRADE EXPECTED

REALTY BROKER PREDICTS ACTIV-

ITY IN LOCAL MARKET.
B —

Conditlons

Improved Genernlly and

Easler Money Cltegd an Harbinger
of Better Times,

That the local real estate market will
be featured by a steady gain through-
the present year, culminating In
the Spring of 1915 in movement
strikingly ke the strong demand ob-
served here and elsewhere on the Coast
five yvears ago, is the beller of H. .
Beckwith, Wvice-president und general
manager of the Fred A, Jacobhg Com-
pany.

Mr. Beckwith s firmly convinced
that the peériod  of rest whiclh has been
pronounced during the past year or =o
ls at an end, and that Portland and vi-
cinity may look forward confidentiy to
an immediate and marked Improvement
in the realty and bullding world. From
n Nationnl standpoint, Mr. Beckwlth
helleves thut the opening of the Alaska
steamehip line, the passage by Congress

ot

i

of the Alaska railroad bill, and the
seitlement of the eurrency question
will prove of tremendous value in
bringing about a general revival of

business; locally, however, he Is of the
opinlon that the announcement of the
forthcoming expenditury of $1,500,000
by the Mcier & Frank Company in a
big bullding project wus the push nec-
essaTy to stant the ball rolling,
“During the past 60 days Portland
renl estate has been In betier demund
than tg any period during the pre-J
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vious 185 months,"” said Mr. Beckwith.
"In this stotement, 1T um backed up by
all of the older and better established
realty firms and subdivision
in the ¢ity. We fiod that there iz plen-
ty of money hereg buy well bulle,
maderately priced cottuges and hunga-
lows, The report comes to me [rom
other subdivision firms, and I know it
is true with the Fred A. Jacobs Com-
pany, that there Is a much better
mand for vacant lots In the soburban
district than there has becn for & long
time.

“*Another indication of a general {m- |

provement s the fact that in all lines
of business better collectlons are re-
ported. There {8 no doubt that money
is more plentiful.”

Grange Opposes 8-Hour Law.

ALBANY, Or. March 14.—(Special)
Balleving that uan eight-bour law
having applleation to farms, dairies
and other agricultural pursults would
be un injustice.” the Linn County
Pomona Grange has passed s resolution
protesting against such a regulation.
It 1% recited that such & law would be
wholly Impracticable to the conditions
peculiar to farm industries.

operators |

. MILL PLANS ARE DRAWN

BRICK STRLCTURE
RISE IN ST. JOHNS,

TWO-STORY
WILL

Plant That Is to Reploce Factory
Revently Burned.

Lewis I. Thompson hasg drawn plans
for the ersction of & two-story brick
bullding to be, used by the Portland

Woolen Mills'at St. Johns for the hous-
ing of it5 scouring and carbonizing de-

partments Two we ago today,
early in the morning, former scour-
ing plunt was burned. By 7 A. M. the
followlng day, the wires and motors
wore Ipstulled and the sccond day fol-
lowing temporary machinery was op-
erating umidst the ruing of the bujld-

Ing. Now, a completely new structure
will pe completed within a month.
Thin.—w building, which ia to be but

New Balldimg Will Be Unit of 2750,000 |

of

plant,
by

a unit the presant $750,000
| will cover a groumd space of

fe apd. cost about $T000. t
elevator, an electric wiring cond A
new dryer and carbonizer will 1§
stnlled. Contracte huve been let fog
immedlate construction,

Mr. Thompmon s sniso
pluns for & handsome $3500
Summer home to be built

gesphine C. Childs on the Oregon «

| tarline, wbout 10 miles out of P«

land and overliooking the Willan Le

River. It will be of coloninl n.

| The house will be confined e

story and contain five room=

I Rates Ordered Heduced,
ALBANY, Or. March

| —Throu

zon Power Company ‘

trie light rate in this elty from 11 to 5
cents per | Al hour an L L
mum melér

76 cents.
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