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WHY TAXES ARE HIGH.
One of the causes of high taxes is

undoubtedly the lack of
of authority in determining what
sums shall be disbursed in the interest
of the public. Administration of gov-

ernmental affairs is distributed among
numerous heads and by them distrib
uted among heads.
In most cases there is a lively atid
commendable intent to make a cred
ltable record by the several boards
and commissions, but each is inter
ested chiefly in a particular endeavor.
Enthusiasm in that cause promotes a
blindness to 'What is for the best good
of the entire community.

The same spirit is reflected among
the people. We have one element He-

voted primarily to the welfare of the
public schools; another is interested
chiefly in traffic, facilities and places
great importance on new bridge con-
struction; another is concerned about
the harbor and wants money expended
for public docks, dredging and the
like; another living in elevated dis-

tricts is not satisfied with the water
supply and looks upon the metering
of houses as more important than
other legitimate efforts that cost
money; another is worried about the
public health and wants more re-

striction, more inspection and more
safeguards in general.

The man who wants a new bridge
may have no children in the schools
and know nothing about the work
there undertaken. To him the bridge
seems the most important. And so
it goes throughout the community.
Kac-- element lias its representation
either in a member of a board or
commission or in the board or com-

mission itself. The member or the
board becomes imbued with the ideas
of tho.'-- e who are represented, and as
result of divided authority generally
obtains what is demanded. There is
no general power that can
the pressure that is exerted from a
score of directions on the money-spendi-

powers and adjust
ments so that good will be ac-

complished in each behalf without
overburdening the entire community.

' In ten years Portland has taken
fnormous strides in many civic activi-
ties. The administration of the public
schools supplies a striking example.
In the decade the average daily at-

tendance in the district's schools has
but little more than doubled, yet the
disbursements for the last fiscal year
were more than five times as great
as the disbursements of the corres-
ponding period ten years ago. The
amount expended in teachers' salaries
has increased more than four fold;
that for buildings and additions more
than seven fold; administration costs
more than seven times as much.

The cause of the increased cost of
the schools is not hard to find. More
Instructors in proportion to the num-
ber of pupils are employed and they
are paid higher salaries than form-
erly. The increase in the number of
teachers has been due in large part
to additions to the course of study.
Manual training was added to the
course in 1904. In 1905 sewing was
introduced in a small way and it has
grown into a system covering the
upper half of the elementary course
with advanced courses in the high
schools and trade school. Cooking
was introduced in 1908 in the high
schools and has since been extended
to the school of trades.

The school of trades for boys was1!
established in 190S and later depart-
ments were added for girls. In 1908
a public school for deaf and defective
children was opened and they are
now instructed in a separate building.
Evening schools established many
years ago have been enlarged and
extended and vacation schools have
been inaugurated. Over all there is
now medical inspection.

In addition to a superintendent and
two assistants Portland has fifty
supervisors and assistants especially
fitted to give instruction in specific
studies. We have supervisors of
manual training, of physical training,
of drawing, of music, of sewing, of
domestic science. The corps in man-
ual training alone comprises twenty-tw- o

instructors.. -

Building cost has been increased
by a change in structure from wood
to steel and concrete. In addition to
numerous grade schools we have
built three new high schools. Where-
as one block was formerly considered
sufficient for school grounds, and
building site, two are now deemed es-
sential.

There is no intent herein to criticise
the members of the School Board.
They have given the schools thought-
ful and earnest consideration, have
doubtless increased their efficiency
and given the school patrons what
they desired. The patron, as a rule,
looks upon money spent on schools as
well invested, but also as a rule he
fails to take into account the costly
Improvements in school work and
school buildings when he complains
about his taxes. It is some other ex-
penditure like that on general health,
police protection or traffic facilities,
that attracts his eye and seems to himto be gross extravagance.

We of Portland are all members of
a more or less happy family. Each
Insists on his favorite dish and plenty
of it for breakfast, yet all object be-
cause the cost of living is high. A
strong hand and an intelligent head
are needed to hold us in check..

There is abundant scope for the use
of aeroplanes in naval warfare. They
would serve as efficient scouts, spy-
ing out the hiding place or approach
of a hostile fleet, itnd ascending be-
yond range of guns. Had our fleet
been thus equippe." at Santiago and
had aeroplanes been able to drop
bombs on the Spanish ships the end
of the Spanish war mig'it have come
much sooner. There is room for much

ingenuity In development of tactics
for battles between airships in full
flight.

TWO TOM KAYS.

Tom Kay, a detective in the state's
employ and a special creature of
Governor West, has filed his nomina-
tion in the Republican primary as
a candidate for State Treasurer. The
present Treasurer, Thomas B. Kay- -

is a candidate for renomination and

Thomas. B. Kay is a citizen of high
repute, an exemplary official, a
painstaking and trustworthy guardian
of the state's funds, a sound admin
istrator of its business. Tom Kay is
a "rough-neck- " police "bull" who has
no qualifications for the office he
pretends to seek. He was a Portland
policeman who resigned under fire
during the administration of Mayor
Lane, and who, later, after being per-
mitted to re-en- ter the service, was
dropped from the force. Governor
West has found use for him as a
state policeman; now he puts him
forward as a pawn in the political
game.

The obvious, purpose of Tom Kay's
candidacy is to harass State Treasurer
Kay and to confuse the electorate as
to his identity. If a third candidate
can now be persuaded to enter the
race, it is to be assumed that he will
have a chance for the nomination, if
the effort to split the vote between
the two Kays can be made to succeed.

The exact offense of the political
strategists who have procured the
candidacy of Detective Kay is clearly
defined in the corrupt practices act
(Section 3521:

It shall be unlawful for any person . .
. . by himself or In combination with any
other person or persons to becomo a candi-
date for the purpose of defeating the nom
ination or election or any other person and
not with a bona fide intention to obtain the
office.

Governor West is a political and
personal enemy of State Treasurer
Kay. He has inspired, or counte-
nanced, the candidacy of Detective
Kay. As an illustration of littleness
of spirit and meanness of purpose,
the Kay incident Js . typical of the
motives and methods of the state's
Governor.

A CHARMING ROMANCE.

Quite a brilliant little halo of ro
mance sparkles about the Mackay di
vorce case. The decree was obtained
in Paris, which bids fair to become
the Reno of Europe if it keeps on
in its present courses. Almost any-
body can obtain a divorce in the gay
capital nowadays, the only requisite
being a liberal supply of cash. Some
of our most opulent American spouses
have begun to make regular pilgrim
ages thither to secure periodical re- -
ease from galling bonds and usually

their desires are satisfied by the ac-
commodating courts.

It is indeed, a relief to Americans
to learn that at least one European
country will soon have a divorce rec-
ord as scandalous as our own and
perhaps even worse, if that is possible.
The French are 'very thoroughgoing
in all they jnder.take. Mrs. Mackay
has always taken an edifying interest
in her soul." To promote the welfare
of that important organ she has long
been engaged in looking after the
concerns of a Presbyterian hospital in
New York, of which Dr. Joseph A.
Blake is chief surgeon. ' This particu-
lar Joseph does not seem to have imi-
tated his biblical precursor in all re-
spects.

At any rate, Mr. Mackay found
cause for apprehension in the rela
tions the physician had established
with his wife. The welfare of the
hospital unavoidably brought them
much together and no doubt occa-
sioned many a deep metaphysical dis
cussion, where souls and affinities
were analyzed to the very foundations.
The husband ought to have rejoiced
at the spectacle of his wife so piously"
occupied, but he did not. He became
more and more disturbed and finally
fled to Europe with his infant brood
to obtain comfort from the French di-

vorce courts.
Mrs. Blake, the physician's wife,

was also unaccountably wrought up
over the matter. Her worries, cause-
less, we dare say, have led up to a
tragedy. She has obtained a legal
separation from her husband, but not
a divorce and so he cannot marry
again. Thus we behold the piteous
sight of two soul-mate- s, Mrs. Mackay
and Dr. Blake, each bereft of a for-
mer spouse and yet forbidden by un-
kindly fate to wed with one another.
Alas, how many a thorn the rose of
life produces.

RADIUM AND CANCER.

Science is continually making
about radium. This sub-

stance was mysterious to begin with
and fresh mysteries seem perpetually
to spring from it. Nobody has for-
gotten the delight of physicians when
they discovered that radium would
affecf cancer favorably. The news
spread rapidly that at last the dread
disease had - been conquered. But
hope was soon turned to disappoint-
ment. Like all other cancer cures,
radium failed to keep its promise. It
raised expectations only to destroy
them. Often the cancer actually
grew worse under the new treatment,
though now and then a cure was ac-
complished. What was the trouble?
Why should the same substance act
so contradictorily?

The reason has now come to light.
As the reader knows, radium acts
upon other substances by its emana-
tions or rays, which are of three kinds
at least. Perhaps other kinds will
be discovered in course of time. The
three emanations from radium are
called, for want of better name, the
alpha beta and gamma rays, after
the first three letters of the Greek'
alphabet. These rays can be con-
trolled by a magnet.

In a magnetic field the alpha rays
fall into a group by themselves, the
beta rays do likewise and the gamma
rays also. Thus the physician can
apply any or all of them just as he
wishes. The gamma fays have here-
tofore been used for cancer treatment
and the beta rays have been shunned
on the supposition that they were
dangerous. Some recent failures have
recently induced scientific men to re-
vise their ideas upon this matter.

have been made and new
conclusions formed. It now appears
that the gamma rays are not nearly
so useful for treatment of cancer as
the beta rays. In some Instances the
former may actually cause a cancer
to grow larger instead of making it
disappear. Hence when the rays were
applied without separating them it
was impossible to foretell what the
result might be.

One physician tells of a cancer on
a patient's lip which seemed to thrive
under the radium treatment. It was,
of course, ' because he did not apply
the proper emanations. A new proc-
ess has now been devised which
promises better results. The beta
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gamma rays are separated by a mag-
net. The former are made to act
upon the cancerous growth, while the
latter are excluded. Cures will be
effected by this method which could
not have been hoped for under the
primitive, uncertain process which
has been discarded. The experiments
which have made possible this great
advance in cancer treatment were
conducted by Dr. Alexis Carrel at the
Rockefeller Institute.

BOYS' READING.
There Is now a National Federation

of Settlements. It includes, or seeks
to include, all those "college settle-
ments" and other colonies of a similar
sort which devoted men and women
plant in the slums of great cities to do
good to the inhabitants. The National
Federation of these settlements has
sent out a set of questions about boys'
reading. "In what way," it is asked,
"can reading as a recreation be best
developed among boys? Anif how do
you interest boys in current events,
civic affairs and neighborhood im-
provements?"

These are weighty questions. There
is no difficulty whatever in "develop
ing" one species of reading as a recre-
ation among boys. The dime novel
never has lacked youthful readers
and there are a good many other
kinds of books which are enormously
popular with boys. For example, we
know of a "Baseball Guide" which
sells by the hundred thousand to
youths between the ages of twelve and
twenty years. There is some question
whether reading is the best recreation
for a growing boy except in small
doses. The books that he likes he will
devour in spite" of monitors and par
ents. Those that he does not like he
may be persuaded to doze over, but
hardly to read. Perhaps in both cases
he would be better off outdoors or
using his hands and wits in a work'
shop.

.As a rule boys will be interested in
such current events as interest their
elders. In the days of the old green
back campaigns, when people were
all alive with political enthusiasm, on
one side or the other, boys were as
violent partisans as their parents and
often understood the subject at issue
fully as well. If men and women took
more than a tepid interest in public
improvements and the events of the
greater world their children . would
catch the flame of enthusiasm from
them.

Of course, in the slums and foreign
colonies this cannot be expected and
some other means of inspiration must
be used. There is nothing better for
the purpose than a clean newspaper.
The difficulty is to persuade a boy of
humble antecedents to choose a de-

cent newspaper that tells the truth
rather than a yellow sheet that reeks
with falsehood and low scandal. Here
is where the work of the true teacher
comes in.

STAGES IN BUSINESS REVIVAL
With increased ease in the money

market has come an increased de
mand for money and an increase in
industrial and investment activity.
In other words, business is getting
ready for greater industrial prosperi-
ty than that which has already begun
There are certain well defined stages
in the coming of brisk times, and we
have now passed the first stage
willingness of capitalists to invest at
rates which borrowers are willing to
pay and industry can safely promise.
We are entering upon the second
stage refinancing of old short-ter- m

obligations paying high interest by
substitution of new long-ter- m obliga
tions paying low rates, and new bor
rowings at low rates for improvements
and extensions of existing enterprises
and for new enterprises. The third
stage is close at hand, when enterprise
and industry, expanding their chests
with relief from the tight lacing of
financial stringency, . put on full
speed, set the idle thousands to work
at good wages and thus restore condi-
tions essential to continued prosper-
ity. In a few months we may fairly
expect to see this third stage of re-

covery fully developed.
The first signs that the first stage

had arrived were the lowering of the
discount rate in all important finan-
cial centers of Europe and the lower-
ing of the call money and commercial
paper rates in this country. Increased
demand for stocks and bonds prompt-
ly followed, which sent prices up sev-
eral notches: Though profit-takin- g

and the necessity of carrying some
lame ducks on the exchange ' has
checked the advance, demand con-
tinued strong until foreign selling
started the decline.

Demands for capital have followed
falling interest rates so promptly that
it is predicted that the latter will go
no lower, but they are not expected
to rise for several months. During
the first half of the year enormous
amounts of short-ter- m notes have to
be converted into bonds by railroad,
public service and industrial corpora-
tions. New issues have also been an-
nounced of $19,000,000 of Great
Northern stock; $10,000,000 of Inter-borou-

bonds; $70,000,000 of New
York Central bonds, while $30,000,000
of Western Union stock is to be
thrown on the market by the tele-
phone trust. European governments
have to find about $1,500,000,000 of
floating debt and municipal and in-

dustrial corporations on that conti-
nent must take care of as much more.
Absorption or permanent tying up of
such vast amounts of capital will
greatly reduce 'the new supply being
thrown on the market, yet the fail-
ure of interest rates to harden in re-

sponse to such present and prospec-
tive demands implies that the money
is available. How eagerly new issues
are taken can be inferred from the
fact that a Cuban loan of $10,000,000
was subscribed before it was adver-
tised, and the advertisement was pub-
lished merely as a matter of record,
with a postscript to this effect.

Although we have entered only
upon the second stage of revival, the
third stage shows signs of overlapping
it. After a year of monthly decrease
in the amount of unfilled orders, the
January report of the steel trust
showed an increase of 331,572 tons,
which was more than any one had an-
ticipated. The number of idle freight
cars is on the decrease and railroad
earnings for January "showed an in-

crease over December and were only
3 per cent less than for January, 1913,
though the latter month had shown
an increase of 17 per cent over Jan-
uary, 1912. Surplus supply of copper
decreased more than 4,000,000 pounds
in January, consumption in this coun-
try was double that of December and
exports increased 14,500.000 pounds.
The present and prospective, issues of
bonds should be followed by a greater
demand for these metals from rail-

roads and power companies, it being
estimated that railroads consume from
25 to 35 per cent of the steel product
under normal conditions. Industries
are not yet operating to their full

capacity, but they are gaining and
the. predicted invasion of American
markets by foreign products under
tho new tariff has materialized in only
isolated cases.

One of the best evidences of the
healthy character of the revival is
the falsification of adverse predic-
tions emanating from the croakers. A
contraction of currency was feared
as a result of withdrawal of large
sums to capitalize the regional re-

serve "banks, but this fear has passed
away. Wall street continues to harp
on Government interference with
business through the new anti-tru- st

bills despite President Wilson's assur-
ances, closing its eyes to its own de-

fiance of law, but these mutterings
are without effect outside the narrow
circle where they are heard. The one
thing really needed to set industry in
full motion is early and favorable ac-

tion on the proposed advance in
freight rates as to those roads which
can show a clean record. This ques-
tion disposed of, the railroads could
raise money for long - deferred im-
provements and could give industry a
great impetus.

TRANSITION WITHOUT FRICTION.
Almost unanimous subscription by

the National banks for stock in the
Federal reserve banks, and readiness
of state banks to follow their exam-
ple as soon as their affairs can be
adjusted and state laws revised to
permit of participation, assure suc-
cessful establishment of the new sys-
tem. The change is to be made far
more rapidly than was that from the
old state banking to the present Na-
tional banking system, but that was
a change in the whole system from
the ground up, while the one now to
be made resembles the addition of a
story to an existing, building. Exist-
ing banks are simply to in
creating new machinery for expansion
of their business and for the common
protection. They will go on as be-

fore and the depositors and borrow-
ers will see little difference, for they
will not come into direct contact with
the reserve banks. The change will
be apparent to them chiefly through
issue of new currency, through ability
to discount good paper at fairly stable
rates and through absence of the fre-
quent excuse that New York is hold-
ing on to money, therefore banks are
not making loans.

It has been anticipated that the
organization of the reserve bank sys-
tem would be accompanied by some
contraction of the currency, but this
fear has vanished. An initial capi-
tal of $100,000,000 is predicted, but
only one-six- th of this sum is to be
paid upon establishment of the new
banks, another sixth three months, and
a third sixth six months thereafter.
The transfer of this capital, as well as
that of the reserves, to the Federal
reserve banks, is to be so gradual that
its effects on the money market will
be slight. Soon after the first install
ment of capital has been paid in, the
new banks will be organized, and be
gin business. A large proportion of
this capital will then flow out again
to the member-bank- s through redis-counti- ng

of paper. This paper will
become the basis for issue of Federal
reserve notes, which can.be used in
discounting more paper, provided the
Federal reserve bank maintains a re-
serve in gold or lawful money equal
to 40 per cent of the notes. By this
means a large proportion, if not all
of the first installment on capital and
of the reserve paid in by member
banks may be paid out again before
the third installment is due.

The best augury for the frictionless
inauguration of the new system is the
hearty ofthe banks. In
New York and other leading cities
clearing-hous- e committees are at
work to make the transition as easy
as possible. In so doing they are
acting the part of good, patriotic citi-
zens, as well as that of level-head- ed

business men.

VON BUI-OW'- BOOK.

Prince Von Bulow, once Chancellor
of the German Empire, has written a
book in which he outlines the circum-
stances that have mc.de his country
great. Paying just respect to the pol-
icy of Bismarck, he intimates that
succeeding Chancellors ought not to
imitate it, but rather develop it. The
measures which were exactly suitable
to a time of emergence from obscur
ity are not at all likely to apply to the
period of power and fruition upon
which Germany has now entered. . It
is frankly assumed in the book that
the German Empire is the leader of
civilization. Its Kaiser is the natural
head of the Christian world and its
people exceed all others in discipline
and intelligence. If we may believe
Von Bulow, it is the fixed purpose of
Germany, as represented by its gov-
ernment, to have not only a say but
a decisive say, in every question that
arises among European nations. Per-
haps it aspires also to include the
United States among Its docile pupils.
There was a time, the
admits, when England, France and
Russia settled European business by
quiet agreements among themselves,
England taking the lead and the other
two powers meekly folio-wing- . But
that day has gone forever, and now it
is Germany, standing alone, who
speaks the final word.

It is their genius for organization
and their docility under discipline
that have made the Germans the lead-
ers of the modern world, if their own
writers are to be trusted. More than
any other people, they have been will-
ing to sacrifice their indivduality tn
the welfare of the state. With them,
in fact, it is the state which comes
first and the individual citizen a long
way afterward, while in the Anglo--
Saxon countries the government is
only tolerated because it is assumed.
with more or less plausibility, to pro
mote individual prosperity and happi-
ness. Jefferson's motto that the less
government we have the better for us
is exactly the reverse of common Ger
man ideas. The long-sufferi- Teu-
tons delight above all things in being
governed. Left to themselves, as
Americans and Britons are, they
would be like sheep without shep-
herds. But while the individual Ger
man undoubtedly loses much by the
iron discipline and relentless super-
vision to-- which he is subjected, the
state gains. The submissiveness of
the population enables the govern-
ment to use them as a far more ef-

fective weapon than they would be if
they liked to think and act for them
selves.

Of course, there is another side to
this question. The Grman fondness
for discipline does not work' alto
gether for the suppression of indi
vidual welfare. As a matter of fact,
there is very little dire poverty in
Germany today and far less unem
ployment in the cities than one sees
almost everywhere in England and the
United States. Their discipline tells
ae-ai- in tne uses iney mane oi sci
ere. For us natural science, with Its ;

thousands of discoveries. Is a more or
less entertaining spectacle. We ad-
mire its achievements, wonder a little
at its marvels, and then forget all
about it. The Germans hasten to ap-
ply the discoveries in their manufac-
turing processes. They make the
wonders of science pay dividends.
Transportation and most of the other
commercial processes are so well or-
ganized with them that great econo-
mies are effected. Less than any other
modern nation the Germans have
feared the dread word. "paternalism."
Their government is paternal through
and through, and, with a good deal of
a father's sternness, it mingles a gen-
erous portion of his fostering care.
The sting of German socialism has
been dulled by the paternalism of the
state. The Kaiser, is universally
acknowledged to be a man of tower
ing ability, has kept the individual
welfare of his people at heart, even
in his most grandiloquent moments.
He chides and punishes them, but
there is no denying that he does them
good.

His naval policy has done more
than anything else to irritate the Brit-
ish, who feel that the sea belongs to
them by divine apportionment. As
long as Germany was purely a land
power England was disposed to take
her part against the French and Rus-
sians. We used to hear in those days
that the natural alignment of the
powers was England and mid-Euro- pe

on one side, with France and Russia
on the other. But since the "Kaiser
has built his navy all that is altered.
England now stands with one hand
linked In Russia's while she embraces
France with the other arm. The
growth of German trade is the most
startling commercial phenomenon of
the age. It has been promoted partly
by a natural genius for traffic, partly
by systematic exploitation of scien-
tific knowledge. The Germans were
the great traders of the Middle Ages
and they are the great modern pio-
neers of experimental science.

Along with the development of their
navy and the expanding need of mar-
kets goes the perfection of their colo-
nial system. The failure of German
colonies has become a byword, but
they will not fail always. Ever on
the watch for suggestions, the Kaiser
has now resolved to profit by British
colonial experience and change his
policy totally. The traditional Ger-
man colony in Africa and elsewhere
has pined and withered from over-
doses of officialism. The strict dis-
cipline which worked so well at home
was deadly in the wilds of the Anti-
podes. There individuality must hay,
free play or there could be no success.
The German government has at last
learned this, and Prince Von Bulow
explains in his book' that a radical
change of policy may be expected im-
mediately. Germans make good colo-
nists in the United States and Brazil.
There is no reason why they should
not do as well under their own flag if
a fair chance is given them.

To many persons Germany is the
most interesting country of the mod
ern world. She has the same Indus
trial and social problems as all the
other nations, but she is trying to
solve them by methods which are
strictly original and in fundamental
accord with the genius of her people

MEMORIES OF R. la. STEVENSON.

The recent death of Mrs. Robert
Louis Stevenson recalls the romantic
circumstances of the great novelist's
courtship and marriage. He first met
the lady who was to become his wife
at Fontainebleau in 1876 upon one of
those Journeys through Continental
Europe which had such a beneficial
effect upon his delicate health at that
time of his life. He was then 26 years
ora and had finally decided to make
literature his profession after trying
both engineering and the law and
giving them up. He liked engineering,
but the outdoor exercise was too se-

vere for his fragile body. The law, of
course, had no charms whatever for a
man of his type. He tudied it out of
deference to his father's wishes and.
forsook it as soon as his genius ac-

quired an independent stride. Mrs.
Osbourne was the name of the lady
with whom he fell in love at Fontaine-
bleau. Two years later she went home
to California and the next August
Stevenson, hearing that her health
was bad, resolved to visit her. His
means were too slender to admit of
expensive travel, so he crossed the At-

lantic in the steerage and went from
New York to San Francisco in an emi-
grant train.

It was his delight in after years to
tell how successfully he acted the part
of an immigrant, and a poor one, dur-
ing the trip over the Atlantic. He wore
a flannel shirt and was

with his fellow passengers,
but he did not really deceive them.
As they neared New York one man
said to him: "You are not one of us,
in spite of your 'annel shirt and
rough fare. You are a gentleman."
Perhaps it would have been nearer the
truth to have said that he was "a man
for a' that," in Burns' phrase, for
Stevenson's gentility was only the
outer aspect of his inner greatness Of
soul. He married Mrs. Osbourne soon
after- he reached California and the
couple went to live, in the golden
prime of May, at a deserted mining
camp which Stevenson has so much to
tell abo.ut in "The Silverado Squat-
ters." The hardships or his voyage
from Europe had injured his always
unstable health. Poverty in San Fran-
cisco during the next Winter did not
improve it. In hisc letters are many
pathetically humorous references to
these hard times of his career. In one
place he tells of the intrigues by
which he made a single pat of butter
suffice for two rolls and the care with
which he husbanded his single cup of
coffee. Grub street in the days of Dr.
Johnson knew of no more severe de
privations than Stevenson underwent
in those months, but he met them all
with humorous patienc. and the forti
tude of his soul brought him through
with no injury except to his bodily
health.

After his marriage Stevenson went
home to Scotland with his wife to live
in his father's house, but the climate
did not permit him to remain. He
was compelled to travel in Southern
Europe for the sake of his health.
For more than a year he made hi
home at Hyeres, in Southern France,
where he lived very happily and occu-
pied himself diligently with literary
work. It was in this interval that he
published both "The Silverado Squat-
ters" and "The Treasure Island." The
latter book first made Stevenson a
popular author. He had published a
number of books before it appeared,
but this took the world by storm. It
appealed to young and old alike. The
interest of a lively plot, combined with
evtraordinarv charm of style and a
vouthful buoyancy of thought to make
it one of the great stories- of the
world. "The Treasure Island" gains
in popularity every year. It will
doubtless outlast tverything else that
Stevenson wrote, though his other

books, many of them, rank high in
the realm of fiction".

After living a little more than a
year In Southern France Stevenson
suffered a severe attack of illness
which endangered his life and hin-
dered his literary work for a long
time. He returned to England and
set up his home at Bournemouth, still
in great weakness of body, using
every ounce of energy he could mus-
ter in writing books. In 1886 he pub-
lished the enormously popular "Dr.
Jekyll and Mr. Hyde," which many
people say is his greatest work.
Stevenson, himself, humorously de-
clared that it was his worst. It
embodies in a moving story the trite
psychological truth that our faults
grow upon us and will master us "if
we don't look out." There is nothing
new in the thought, but the story
moves with agreeable celerity, and it
is based upon Just that kind of a trite
maxim which the popular mind loves
to behold enshrined in art. The
masses never like a picture unless it
teaches a "great moral lesson." No
matter how well they know the lesson
already, the picture is adored for
teaching it once more.

"Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde" made
Stevenson's name a valuable literary
asset, so that when, after his father's
death, he left Europe forever and
came to the United States the maga-
zines were eager to bid for his articles.
The Century finally contracted for hie
next year's output at a price which
seemed fabulous to the struggling
author. He was now "economically
Independent," and could go where he
liked. Not long afterward he began
those wanderings in the south seas
which he has described so charmingly
and which gave him almost the only
surcease from pain he ever enjoyed on
earth. It was near Christmas, in
1889, when he made his first landing
in Samoa. He did not stay long then
"at the islands, but in 1890 he re-

turned and spent the rest of his life
there. He built a large house at Vail-im- a,

where he exercised a noble hos
pitality and acquired a sort of feudal
dominion over the simple islanders.
They esteemed him as one of their
chieftains and obeyed him devotedly.
He developed a large estate and
showed that in happier circumstances
he might have been a commanding
man of affairs. But death' hardly re
lented in its pursuit. After four
peaceful years at Vailima Stevenson
died suddenly and painlessly, leaving
one of the finest literary reputations
in the whole world, tils style is keen
and kindly, like the genius of the
man. His stories are powerfully con
structed and his thought never fails
to be vitally sane. His life was a long
and heroic struggle with pain and
weakness. Fev.-- men have accom
plished so much and so greatly against
equal odds.

It is possible illicit oleomargarine
is being sold in other cities than St.
Louis. In sl market where unscrupu
lous villains sell Chinese eggs fifty
days old as the Oregon ranch article,
anything can be suspected.

Although the Government is finally
wrought up over tho hanging of an
American in Mexico, the Mexican
Government need feel no alarm over
the Washington brand of indignation.

Rather than sign a school inspec
tion bill Governor Cole Blease says
he would go into eternal oblivion.
That he will adopt such an alterna-
tive, however. Is too good to be true.

Lipton will have a baboon as mas-
cot on his new racing yacht- - He will
have company then when the Ameri
can cup defenders have made a
monkey of him.

Heavy loss of life occurred in a
Chinese battle, says a dispatch, which
adds that aeroplanes were used by
the combatants. Which probably ac
counts for it.

Released on a vagrancy charge, a
woman ardently kissed Judge Steven
son's hand. No doubt the Judge was
grateful for once that he is tall.

The stir in game and fish quarters
leads one to believe there is politics
in everything but religion, and some
times it breaks into that.

There's a considerable difference
between Tom Kay and Thomas B.
Kay, the two candidates for State
Treasurer.

Imagine turning the city over to
the wretched little bunch of pinheads
that is promoting the recall move
ment!

It is said the giant liner Britannic
will float with many compartments
flooded, but that was said of the Ti-

tanic.

Mutt and Jeft drew bigger audi-
ences in Portland than did Sothern
in Shakespearean roles. Enough
said.

Hobos are aggravating, to be sure
but a trainman cannot kick one off
to his death and escape punishment

Villa has imported a car of game
cocks. How worried he must be over
the attitude of the sJnited States.

Mary Garden announces that she
will retire. Of course, an annual fare-
well tour can be counted on.

Intervention in Mexico will come
the same year that sunny California
escapes damaginj storms.

One thing is plain, the German
admiral didn't care to call Dewey's
bluff in Manila harbor.

My, how the salaries of actors have
fallen off since the income tax went
into effect.

Marriage is urged as a cure for
militancy. But what man wants one
of 'em?

Canada will build a railroad to the
Yukon. Imitation is the sincerest

'flattery.

Northwest crop outlook is brighter
than ever. It gets brighter every
year.

How tranquil Mexico has become
since we lifted the embargo on arms!

Elimination of free tolls is the price
we pay for stupid diplomacy.

The Rose Festival will be upon us
almost before we know it.

They're making game of the game
wardens.

Only another month for the fans to
wait.

Gleams Through the .Mist
By Dean Collins.

Rebellious Thoughts.
The scientists tell us that civilization

Is only a coating of thinnest veneer.
And man In the earliest dawn of creation

Was much like the man that we find now
and here;

And often I wonder In bitter vexation
Who wished me this coating of civillration.
Oh. oft when the Winter, in Boreal channel.Swept down with the North Wind to

harry and hurt.
I've cursed at the itching of new Winter

flannel
And writhed in the woolen term en t of my

shirt.
But worse is my writhing and sharp ag-

gravation
In this prickly shirt we call civilization.
The cave man perhaps was a villain and

glutton.
And careless of things that pertain to a

bath;
But ne'er did the loss of a bone collar but-

ton.
Or collars provoke hint to

wrath
Which things 1 declare here, without hesi-tio- n,

Are evils peculiar to civilization.
He wrestled with torrents and wild cata-

clysms.
And tackled wild beasts, it is quite safe

to say.
But never was plagued by the dogmas and

Isms
That pester a mortal so sorely today

Which same, I hereby rise to make declar-
ation.

Do strike me as pests in our civilization.
The cave man, his life was a simple,

one.
And social demands rested light on his

head;
In those days the cave bear ami sabre-toot- h

killed one
A dinky bacillus now does it instead.

In spite of the hygiene and fine sanitation
That we have developed In civilization.
The cave man was born and grew up and

was mated.
And, more or less peacefully, lived with

his wife.
Raised children, grew aged, and, so it is

stated.
Did finally croak thafs the tale of his

life;
Which game, as appears in my own obser-

vation.
Is all a man does under civilization.

After an hour's conversation with a
near-geni- u, it is a great relief to find
someone whose trains of thought run
on a regular schedule and carry a
sleeping car.

Solemn Thought.
The Spring comes once again, with all its

Joys:
Loud In the tree the happy birdie warbles;

And mothers soon shall spank their little
boys

For muddying their knees in playing
marbles.

"Where have you been, boy." I said
sharply.

"Watching the passing- of a. hundred
soles," said the courteous office boy.

"Old stuff, my son." I cliidcd, "for I
pulled that last week about the sky-
light in a basement barbershop."

"Nay, nay. fire," alibied the c. o. b.,
"I watched the passing of these hun-
dred soles between the warehouse and
the fish market."

It On.
Books on good manners teach us.

That the toothpicks we behold
Are not for use, but kindling wood,

T) be stacked up and solil.
Dallas News.

Tou have It wrong. Dallasian friend,
You've merely missed the nub, sic;

Those toothpicks were all meant fur use.
But not for use in public.

Indianapolis Star.
The toothpick is a luxury

Much like a knife, say sonic.
Not to be swallowed publicly.

Save In a museum.

The Milwaukee Coroner nas developed
a theory that people are apt to get a
suicidal mania from chewing gum. The
telephone central office must be a reg-
ular suicide club.

Also some stenographer's employ-;enci- es

ment a; I have seen.

If Moore Came to Portland.
Is't the last rose of Summer,

That beautiful thing.
Or can it be merely

The first rose of Spring?
It seems the whole season

As merry months fly.
They're too busy blooming

To give sigh for sigh.

Approximate History.
48,217 B. C. Thomas ThinskuU hav-

ing invented the sling, is rewarded with
possession of the best cave in the vil-
lage, after the funeral of its former
holder, on whom he demonstrated the
efficiency of the new invention.

293 A. D. Diocletian divides the Ro-

man empire into four parts, which
shows the progress of higher mathe-
matics, since Caesar wrote "lc Hello
Uallico."

1643 A. D. Roger Scott condemned
and whipped for going to sleep in
church in Boston, which shows how a
man will always choose the lesser of
two given evils.

1765 A. D. British House of Com-
mons votes the Stamp Act, to the In-

tense fury of all subsequent gram.nar
school classes In American history.

17'JG A. D. Jay treaty is ratified.
Bryan in recent years has engineered
several of 'em.

189S A. D. Battleship Maine in Ha
vana harbor begins to become the first
proposition In the Philippine problem,
to which Uncle Sam has not yet got the
answer.

1912 A. D. Yuan Shi Kai becomes
President of China. Sun set.

1913 A. D. Important developments
momentarily expected in the Mexican
situation.

1914 A. D. Important ditto,, ditto.

Drltiah Reforms Threatening.
London Spectator.

In the course of a speech at Hen
ley, Herbert Samuel said that the
present year would see home rule in
Dublin and religious equality in Wales,
to be followed next year by the aboli-
tion of plural voting. "Within the
next year also, he continued, "the
prime minister will lay before parlia-
ment proposals for the complete elim-
ination from parliament of the heredi-
tary peerage principle and the thorough
democratizing of the second chamber."
We are quite aware that there is noth- -
ng inherently incompatible between

this interesting prediction and a state
ment to the contrary from some other
minister, with, as its corollary, an ex-
planation in the Radical press proving
the two to be consistent, if not iden-
tical. But as Mr. Sanuiel does not as a
rule deal in rash statements, we may
point out that his prediction, if wc
may assume that it represents the con
sidered view of the Cabinet, commits
them to a proposal which would stereo
type the most disputable features of
colonial constitutions. To make the
second chamber an imitation of the
Commons must inevitably damage the
prestige of the latter and substitute
competition for compensation.


