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BRYAN'S DIFLOMATIC FOLIUY,

Secretary of State Hryan, by his
changes in the diplematic service, has
raised an issue which musp sooner
or later Be declded by public epinion,
He has opened the question whether
our forelgn misslons are to be headed
by walned diplomnts or by men
chosen without regard to special
training, but with regard only to per-
sonial fitness and distinction and to
political service to the ruling party.

. The merlt system was Introduced by
éxecutive order under President Taft,
But he was not bound fo appoint
Heoiads of missions by promotien, and
political conslderations ware not en-
tirely excluded. He sent Jucob Gould
Bohurmun to Greece during thut gen-
tleman's vacution year as President of
Cornell He consoled Henry ‘S, Boua-
tell for defoat in a Congressional elec-
tion with the Ministry, first to Portu-
gul and then to Switzerland, and he
Bsent hix personal! friend Theodore
Marburg to Belglum, None of these
men had diplomatic experience and
all svere appointed after the merit
syslem had been introcuced into the
service. Examinations for admission
to the lower grades were not then,
and are not now, open to all. Candi-
dates must be designated by the
President, who acts upon the indorse-
ment of elght Senators of hizs own
party, Promotion of secretaries of
legation to be ministers i3 optional
mith the President, but the Secretary
of State Is required to keep a roster
aof those s=ecretaries of the higher
grades “who by reason of eflicient
service have demonstrated special ca-

Pacity for promotion to be chiefs of
miszlon.” Mr. Taft appointed ten
men from this roster, but did not
adhere strictly to It .
The new polley pursped by M.
Bryan Js described by Bdward G.

Lowry in an article in Collier's Week-
I¥. He says that Mr, Bryan has dis-
regarded the roster altogether; he has
dismissed twenty-four chiefs of mis-
gion and has not disturbed seven, Of
those dismissed., two entersd the serv-
ice by competitive examination and
worked thelr way up on efficlency
markings; elght entered withoont com-
potitive examination, but also worked
thelr way up; flve had what Mr,
Lowry calls “fugitive diplomatic or
Consuinr experience,” but were ap-
ypointed and .promoted on political
grounds rather than on efliciency, and
nine had no experience and weres sole-
1y politloal uppointeaes. All hava bean
replaced by men without experienee.
Mr. Bryan's poliey iz thus explalned
by Mr, Lowry:

The Hecretary of State
in the merit system or clvil sorvice promo-
tion = aole banls In determining fitness
Tor diplomatic appointments Lo the grade
of Minlster vd Ambassador. He doea nox
purpose disturbing the elvil sérvice protec-
tlon accorded undor executive order to sec-
ratiries of lagation and men in the consular
Mervice No dismisanin heen made by
Hr, Bryan in the secretarinl grades of the
diplomuatic service or In the consulir foree,

Mr, Bryan does not feel that civil service

does not believe

have

principles extend to Ministers and Ambaa-
sadors, and untll Congress panses a law
covering them Inte the clvil service he

wlill continue the practice he han establishad

of appointing such men as he seas Tit and
my he deoms qualified to these posts. He
has not yet come to favor or to look with
sympathy upon the lde of bullding up a
tralned and permanont diplomatie foros
with a permane tenure of office such ns

gbtalpe in the Army and Navy and the Fed.

wral judiclary He régards ay one of the
ourrent risks of being a Minister the like-
lhood of balng supplante and let out of
office when a new Administration comes
into power of an opposing political faith
and having nther conceptions of govern-
ment. Mr. FHryan bslieves that Minlstors
and Ambassadors should be in sympathy
With the Administrition under which they
BUrve, He regards unfavaorabhly the “"Buro-
ean system™ ns applled to a tepublic like
this, wWith n government hy parties,

Thus, agasin to quote Mr. Lowry,
*the effort to build up a permanent
aystem and the beginning muoade has
Been stopped by Mr. Bryan. As far

as he could,
been done.”

The questlon is now befors the peo.
nle whether they wish tw be gerved
&broad by trained diplomats who have
Misen through merit alone and who
will continue in office without regard
to political changes, or by men with-
out previous tralning. selectod purely
on the opinion of the President ana
Haoretary of Stale as to thelr guali-
Tleations and thelr fidelity and serv-
ices to the ruling party. The people
muat Judge whether it is better. to
encourasge ambition and devotlon to
the public service by opening to sub-
ordinates the door of promotion fto
the hlghest diplomatic posts or to say
in effect 1o these subordinates: his
Tar =hall vou rise and no father™ Mr.
Bryan seems to assume that the two
parties 2re in radical and permanent
conflict 4s to forelgn policy and that,
for this reason, the man who has
served ona Admiristrativn as Am-
bassador or Minister cannot faithfully
serve a4 succexding Administration of
the other party. He appedirz to regard
exparience and training in diplomacy
as of mno conssquence, setting at
naught the example of older natlons
He does not conzslder diplomacy & pro-
fession, but views It as an occupation
inte which a man ecan jump without
fear of discredlt to himsaelf or dizaster
to the Nation he represents,

The one thing needful in our for-
@lgn policy s continulty., Without 1t
the deslings of forelgn nations with
an American Administration will al-
ways be ¢olorad by the possibility that
A ochange of the ruling party may
bring & change of policy tn the
matter they have in h nd. Party dif-
ferences on forsign policy give other
nations an interest.in onr domestic
political controversies which Is not
conducive to our Natlonal security.
The highest patriotism demands that,
when we as a Natlon, are dealing
with other natfons we should spank
and uact as & unit. hot only in war,
but in those more frequent contro-
wvearsies which arilse in tlmes of peace.
As contributing greatly to attainment
of this ldeal it is desirable that our
envoys be chosen by merit from

he has undone what had

o

as
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icars and 132 by wagons.

among ifralned men and remain un-
disturbed through political changes,
&s urc officers of the Army and Navy.

WORKING SMOOTHLY.

When Commissioner Daly presenled
to the City Commi:-lon for actlen on
Thursday hiz pel plan of appropriat-
Ing 37500 of the taxpayers’ money to
hire an “expert” to appraise the prop-

erty of the Portland Railway, Light &
Power Company, thus needlessly
duplicating the work of the BState

Rallroad Commission, Mayor Albee In-
dulged in these highly moral ohserva-
tions:

"1 look a° this proposition in another light.
At recent meetingm T have urged the people
to huve faith In public officials and I be-
lteve ww should huve faith in the Rallroad
Commissloners, The minute we find that
they will not work with us we can do somo-
thing else They are appointed to merve
for the purpose of rate adjustments. Thet
Is thelr function the same asx the City Com-
mission’s function Ia to govern tha eity.”™

As an incentive to the publie to
have faith in public officlals, Mayor
Albee on the following day joined
with the other Commissloners in en-
dorsing Commisszioner Daly's “expert™
project, the sum belng fixed at $5000.
The Mayor hrd lost Interest in pro-
moting public confidence in the State
Rallroad Commission.

On the same day (Friday) Commis-
sloner Daly put over his other hebby
—ia water meter In every house, He
was authorlzed to ddvertise for bids
for 5000 meters, which will cost, in-
cluding Instaliation, about §$11 each,
making a total outlay for this little
Item $55,000. When Commlissioner
Daly gets through revolutionizing the
wéter department. by putting in 40.-
000 more meters, he will have in-
vested about £600,000 in this useless
and foelish plan,

On the same day (Friday) the City
Commlssion, through a majority
{Albee, Daly, Bigelow) decided on an

East Side site for the auditorium,
though Commissioner Daly had on the
pravions day expressed himsslf 1in
favor of the market block as a slte.

The "“gentlemen's agsreement” in
the triumvirate that now runs the
City Commiasion iz in fine working
order.

THE FALSEHOOD AND THE JOKER.

On the back of a circular issued by
the Homes Tax Exemption League,
W. 8. T"Ren, president, this circular
carrying on the reverse side the text
of the proposed $1500 exemption, is

the statement that the rich man’s
automobiles are now exempt from
tax.

It i= hardly to be expected that the
Influences which put the poll tax
fraud wcross In the 1810 election
would gonfine themsSelves to state-
ments of fact, Yet the agsertion

about auntomobllea {= so preposterous
that one must acknowledge that the
“League’ PORBaNYES an abundant
nerve,

Every automobile in Oregon, unless
it has been sequestered from the as-
sessor, is taxed, and in addition pavs
the state a license tax. That pot
many automoblles have escaped the
tax rolls is indicataed by the public
records rof Multnomah County, In
this county approximately 85000 auto-
moblles are listed and every one of
the cars will pay a direct tax at the
rate that is levied against real prop-
erty. s

Also the tax exemption measure
containg the usually to be expected
U'Ren joker. The U'Ren amendment,
slnce repudiated, which provided for
county option In taxation, professed,
in order to gain votes, to repeal a
pell tax when the poll tax of §] per
head had already been repealed and
the road head tax was unenforceablo.
Likewize the new U'Ren bill, to gain
votes, purports to exempt household
furniture with other personal property
up to the value of $15600, when in fact
all household furniture in use s now
exempt.

The Oregonian repents a guestion
of the campalgn of 1912: *“Why can-
not Mr. U'Ren presant an honest,

straightforward, flat-footed measure?"

OUR RECKLESS AGE,

Automobiles caused the death of
302 persons in New York City last
Year, an -increase of nknety over the
previous year, In the same perlod
there were 103 denths from trolley
Thus it ap-
in New York &7
persons were killed by automo-
than by all other wvehicular
traffle. These slartling facts are
learned from the report of the
National Highways Protective Soclety.

An average of one person a day,
except Sundays, killed through auto-
moblle accidents In a single clity! Or
slx persons per Sunday, if the statis-
tles are to be estimated on a basis
meore nearly in accord with the facts;
for it is true that more autoemobile
disusters are to be credited to Bunday
than any other day. 'There i3 noth-
ing about the rest day, of course,
that ylelds this shockling resunt. If
the day were to be spent In church
¢r In some other quiet occupation,
Sunday could not be marred by so
many fatalities. The reason Is, of
course, that Sunday Iis everywhere
gliven up to the pleasures of antomo-
biling by large numbers of people.

The report further shows that in
New York City in 1913 there wera
1485 wvictlms of automoblies, ecither
killed or Injured sufficlently to re-
quire medical attention. Only 82 per-
sdns were arrestad following these ac-
cidents, or about one in every twenty-
five cases. In one accldent out of
every fifteen the driver of the auto-
mablle ran away without attempting
to give any aid to the victim and
without making his jdentity known.
In New York during the past year
the soclety notes 182 =uch cases, or
about three avery week,

The automoblle is ordinarily not to
blame for these fatalitles, but the au-
tomobile driver l=. ¥t is probably the
fact also that the number of pedes-
trians run down wns far fewer than
the victims who were riding In auto-
moblies, and who were themselves
killed or injured by collision, or other
similar accident.

The number of automobilists
by tralns In attempling to cross rail-
road tracks Is astonishing. It 1=
strange that anyone should take the
slightest chance of speeding over the
ralls nnless he knows the way is elear.

The automabile Is . mighty contri-
bution«o commerce and to recreation.
In safe hands it ils invaloable: In un-
safsa hands It is 2 menace. But the
nutomobilists themselves know that
there must be regulation, and their
organizntions everyvwherse—such as the
Portland Automobile Club—ars making
proper and well-dlracted effort to pun-
ish the =peeder and make travel safe
to the rider and the pedestrian,

pears that In 1813
maore

biles

killed

New Jerzey has met the objections
to laws for eugenic marriage, that
they diseriminate between the sexes
In requiring medical examination, by
malking Its law apply to both sexes.
It goes beyond the Wisconsin law by

directing that cognlzance shall be
taken not only of specific diseases
which may be transmitted to conjugal
partner or to offspring, but also of
chronfc Infirmities, deformities and
what not which may militate against
sitisfactory parentage. But will not
the expense of examination tend to
discourage marriage and encourage
concubinage among the physically un-
fit, with the result that the number
of degenerate children will not be de-
creased?” The difficulty about many
well-meant laws is thaut they produce
results opposite to those intended.

LET THE TUBLIC DECIDE.,

If any J. Rufus Wallingford should
canceive a great auditorium project
for Portland, and =hould solicit stock
subscriptions from a more or less in-
terested public .. the basis that the
site would be in the immediate vicin-
ity of East Ninth and Clackamas
Streels, more than a mile from the
civie center, peross a great river, he
mwould mot get a dollar, sxcept possi-
bly from interested real estate pro-
maoters.

Yet the Cily Commission proposes
to do with a large public enterprise,
supported by public rfunds, what no
private investor {n his rational mo-
ments would dream of deing.

it Is no wonder there is general
talk of a referendum. There should
be & referendum, unless the City
Commiasion recedes.

Obviously the location upon which
the public will unite s the Market
block, It is the property of the city
and it offers no complications, As
between the Market block and any
other avallable site, there Is now no
question as to the decision of the pub-
e,

MUSICAL AMERICA.

John . ¥reund, the editor of “"Mu-
slcal Amerlea,” stirred up a peck of
trouble for himself lust Spring and
Summer hy a warning to American
girls who go to Hurope to study musie,
He told them, to begin with, that the
trip abread was unnecessary because
we have just ss good teachers in this
country as they can find anywhere,
But In case they were determined to
go, Mr. Freund urged them (o take
along 2 mother or some other pro-
tector, and especlally to provide
themselves with ample funds, The
hope of getting through by lucky ac-
cldents, he warned them, was jllusory
and dangerous, citing Iinstances of
“voung girls who had been stripped of
everything, thelr money, their honor,
thelr very belief In God,” while study-
Ing in European cltles. Why should
American girls Incur dangers of this
sort, asks Mr. Freund, for the Sake of
“musical atmosphere” and musical
education, when they can do just as
well or better at heme? Coming from
& source so important as Mr. Freund,
this advice naturally caused a commo-
tlon in the European musical centers,
Berlin was particularly excited. That
capital draws severa] milllon dollars a
year from American travelers and stu-
dents, If Mr. Freund's counsels
should be heeded, there would bhe a
conslderable lapse in its annual reve-
nues.

So the boarding-house keepers of
Berlin combined with the musical fra-
ternity to make things unpleasant for
the foe. They induced the American
Ambassador's wife to preside over a
great — protest meeting where Mr,
Freund’s “slander” was vigorously re-
pelled and *“the honor'" of American
girls who go abroad to study was gal-
lantly defended. It will be observed
that the commotion was strictly finan-
cial. The editor of “Musical America"™
had not whispered a syvilable against
the honor of our girls. He had merely
glven them a sensible and timely
warnlng about certain perils which we
all know are very real Indeed. But
anything to keep business golng, Of
course the Berlln music teachers and
pension people may perhaps not cara
what becomes of the American girls
who patronize them, provided that
their fees and hoard bills are
promptly pald. Mr. Freund, on
tha other hand, is deeply concerned
for the welfare of American musio
and musicians. He bhelieves that
musical affalrs are, upon the whaole,
more prosperous here than In Europe,
and gives some interesting reasons for
his faith.

One of them {8, of course, the fact
that our schools of music are giving
quite as good instruction as can be ob-
tained abroad and often better. There
are fakers in this country, Mr. Freund
concedes, but s0 there are In Europe,
and we possess our Tull proportion of
musleal instructors as honest and com.
petent as there are in the world.,. Even
admitting all this, however, it does not
necessarily follow thiat an Ameriean
girl acts unwisely to go abroad for
atudy. While she may not improve
her technical education much by doing
g0, she may broaden and deepen her
culture, which is well worth while if
she can afford it. But Mr. Freund
goes farther and holds that In many
respects we have a decided advantage
over Europe in musical malters, We
produce the great operas better and
glve more of them. “Parsifal” for
example, was recently presented both
in New York and Berilin. In his opin-
ion New York did it by far the better.
There &re no operatiec performances in
Europa to compare with thosa regu-
larly given at the Meatropolitan Opera-
House. The only copera In France is
at Paris, and there the opposition to
German music is alwaryrs more or less
vigorous. Only lately the director an-
nounced that he would produce no
more German opera. In America such
provinciallem would be unthinkable.
We choose the¢ best from all countries
without prejudiece. 1In Jtaly the opera
season iz short and very few works are
produced. Such as are performed are
usually chosen from the national rep-
ertory. For ts the repertories of all
nations lie open. Mr. Freund boldly
sayg that there are dozens of ‘syme-
phony orchestras in thi=s country bet-
ter than one can find anywhere in Eu-

rope. Moreover, we pay higher prices
for performere and therefore atiract
the best men to be found in avery

country, so that aur orchstras present
a degree of perfection egualed no-
whera olza, -

Al this s extremely flattering to our
National pride. To be able to pay
better prices than the Eurcopeans can
afford and thereby obtain possession of
thelr pletures, their violin players and
their prima donnas is wonderfully de-
lightful, but there Is another side to
it not quite &0 agraeable to reflect
upon. We produce operas better than
the BEuropeans, perhaps, but we can-
not compese them mnearly =o well
When we want anything really bril-
llant, we miust go to Germany, France
or Russia to get {t. Money, It seems,
will buy everything but genlus, We
can form magnificent orchestras by
hiring the best playing ability in
France and Germuany, but we do nnt
rear any saoch abllity #t home. We
have “millions to spend for Raphaels
and Rembrandts, but nobody te paint

such pictures. Our musical situation
as Mr. Freund deplets it resembles the
military situation in ancient Carthage.
That great city trained up no soldicrs
among her own citizens, but she had
plenty of money to hire mereenaries.
The plan worked admirably as long as
she had no foes but barbarians, but
when it became necessary to fight
with Rome, the defects of alien troops
were painfully apparent. America is
conducting her art upon the same
principle as Carthage did her*wars.

We buy evervthing and pride our-
selves enormously becruse we are able
to pay for it. All this looks dazziing
on paper. Ag Mr. Freund describes
the situation, he makes us out to he
the artistic leaders of the world. In
music, he assures us, we have gona as
far as our Rockefellers and Carnegies
have in finance. Of course success has
been achieved by similar methods In
both eases, All that money can do we
have done, Our musical expenditures
run up to some $600,000,000 a year,
which Is two or three timesg g2 much
&as Germany uses for that purpose. The
only difference in results seems to he
that while Germany gets Wagners and
Besthovens for her money, We get rag-
.lee and slush.

NOBEL FPRIZE-WINNEHS,

The Journal des Debats, of Paris,
has compiled the awards of Nobel
prizes by nationsg, with the result that
the smallest nations appear to have
done most for science in proportion
to population. During the twelve
¥Years from 1901 to 1912, inclusive, the
awards by countries have been: Ger-
many, 18%; France, 13; England, §6;
Swaden, 4: Holland, 3: Italy, 8: Spain,
2, and Norway, Denmark, Switzerland,
Belglum, Russian Poland, Russla and
the United States, 1 aplece, Taking
the ratio to a theoretical 100,000,000
population as a basls, this puts Sweden
in the lead with 71.%, Holland next
with b50.5, Norway third awith 41,8,
Denmark fourth with 38.4, while othar
countries trail along as follows:
France, 32.5; Germany, 27. Bwitzer-
land, 26.7; Belgium, 13.5; England,
13.3; Bpaln, 10.2; Italy, 8.6: Russian
FPoland, §.0; the TUnited States, 1.1;
Russia, .8,

Had the Nobel fund been created a
century ago, the United States could
have claimed credit for Fulton, the in-
ventor of the steamboat: Morse, the
Inventor of the telegraph code; Bell
and Edison, for electrical inventions:
Walter Reed, discoverer of the causes
of wellow fever. REither the period
during which prizes have been award-
ed is too short for falr judgment or
American genfus & stagnant for a
time. The supremacy of smail nations
in scientific achievement may, how-
ever, be due to the greater ease with
which recognition is secured among
them.

[

OUTLOOK FOR FRUIT INDUSTRIES,

On another page of The Oregonian
there may be found an article dealing
with the fruit industries of Oregcen
a3 viewed from the standpolnt of M.
H. B. Miller, a gentleman as widely
and favorably known as any man in
the West. Mr. Miller has had pecu-
liar and appropriate tralnlng as some-
thing of an authority on the fruit in-
dustries of Oregon. He has bean a
grower of frults In this state for more
than a4 gquarter of a cerntury; hHe has
studied at close range the frult in-
dustries of the Orient, where his posl-
tion gave him the best of advantages
for such work: for & number of venrs
he was the president of the State
Hortlcultural Soclety of Oregon: he
also served ags president of the Board
of Regents of the Oregon Agricultural
College.

For the last foor or five years Mr.
Miller has been engaged In develop-
ing a large orchard tract near Bheri-
dan, but the actual fleld work has
been done by his son, Kenneth., This
has given Mr. Miller time to go Into
the study of friult conditions in the
stute as thoroughly, perhaps, as any
other man has ever gone in any sec-
tion of the country.

Mr. Miller belleves the marketing
of products can only be accomplished

In o way to Insure the greatest suc-
cess to the industry by co-operation
amomng the grewers in  establishing

plants to take full charge of all of
the various fruits and vegetables that
the members may produce, Then
further co-operation must step In and
combine these plants or associations
into ane great central selling agency to
be located at Portland. This should
be the clearing-house for the entire
fruit Industry of the state, It should
have ample warehouse and cold stor-
age space, good dock and ratflway
facilities and sufficient caplital to make
such advances as the growers or con-
glgnors might raequire.

Another end to be accomplished by
intelligent co-operation is the knowl-
edge it will confer on newcomers as to
the wvarieties of fruit trees and-herry
bushes to plant. In a neighborhood
where all of the growers were pro-
ducing loganberries It perhaps means
faillure for a person to be the sole pro-
ducer of raspberries. Heretofore
newcomers have had to gueass what
to plant—and they often guess wrong.

The lack of such faclilitles now Is
hampering the frult Industries of the
atate very heavily, 1f some plan can-
not ba formulated for relief our
growers will far from reach the suc-
cess they deserve.

MAKING A COUNTY FPROSPEROUS.

The County Court of Baker County
muakes an snnual appropriation for
the support of the Baker County Com-
mercial Club, of which Mr. Walter E.
Mescham is the secretary. There has
recentiy been some opposition to such
appropriation, coming largely from
the farmers of the county. This oppo.
sitiop came about principally because
the farmers a=s a rule did not under-
=stand the workings of the club, ¢leim-
ing it was an organization operated
principally in the interests of the City
of Haler.

Lately some of the foremeost farmers
Iin Baker Connty have gone more thor-
oughly into the matter and It has de-
veloped, at least to Lhe satisfaction of
a good many of them, that this idea
was erroneous and that in reality the
club was laboring for the upbuilding
of the county as a whole. This feeling
has been intensified very recently by
several get-together meetings held in
various parts of the county, the more
recent being a dinner glven {o about
200 of the residents in Baker,

At this meeting some of the farm-
ers were the principal speakers and
they perhaps voiced the general feel-
ing throughout the agricultural com-
munitlies and the smaller towns when
they expressed thelr oplnions that the
Commercial Club was not only doing
good work, but that the appropriation
for its maintenance should be {in-
creased rather than diminished or
lopped off altogether.

It 1= a splendld thing for the people
of a county to stand together shoulder
to shoulder for the upbuilding of
every portion of such county. A peo-

- f

ple s0o united are bound to succeed.
And this s surely (he case with Baker.
Baker is a land of wonders, rich in
all that goes to make a people happy
and prosperous. For diversified re-
sources it is mighty hard to beat. Its
miperal resources surpass those of any
other Oregon county; more money is
going into the county for lumber than
any of our counties, with possibly
three exception=z; the payroll ranks
well up with the highest in the state;
the agricultural products are enough
to make any county rich. Baker Coun-
ty has about all the good things any
community could ask for.

Let us hope this get-together spirit
will resolve itself into a permanent
stay-together partnership between the
whole people of goofl old Baker, Di-
vided they might not much more than
hold their own; united Baker ought to
be one of the banner countles of the
state in all ways that go to make a
peapls really and truly prosperous.

RECLAMATION CAN PAY ITS WAY.

Allotment by Secretary Lane of all
the money now in the * reclamation
fund, together with the proposed ex-
tension to twenty years of the time
of payment for svater rights and the
steady decline in proceeds of sale of

public laend, leaves the cupboard as
bure for further reclamation as
Mother Hubbard found it. It is not
to be tolerated that the progress of
reclamation should be restricted to

the driblets which will come In from
land sales and water-right payments.

From the projects already com-
pleted and settled, the Government
can gauge with reasonable acouracy
at what annual rate the money ex-
pended will return to the fund. It
can therefore judge how large an is-
sue of bonds or certificates could be
redeeamed from this source hy serial
payment without encroaching on the
general publie revenue. Money for
the completion of each profect can
then be ralsed when it s finally
adopted, Receipts from each com-
pleted project ean be applied to re-
deem the bonds issued for its con-
struction, just as yearly installments
on street Improvement bonds are ap-
plied, or the receipts can be thrown
into a commoen fund for the redemp-
tion of reclamation bonds In general.

Mr. Lane Is on the right track when
he proposes a $100,000,000 bond issue,
but there is no wvalld reaspon why the
issue should be limited to that or any
other amount. By the lssue of bonds

secured by the reclaimed land Itself
and redeemable with payments Into
the reclamation fund, the arid land

¢can be made to reclalm [t=elf without
drawing on tha Government at all,
provided land is not irrigated any
faster than it Is demanded by settlers,
With due éare, the operation could
be s0o engineered and flnanced that,
when the last payment on the last
acre was made, the last bond would
be redeemed. The work would then
be completed without ultimate ex-
penditure of a dollar by the Govern-
ment.

As Oregon has contributed far more
to the reclamation fund than It has
recelved, equity demands that Oregon
projects have first consideration un-
der this plan until &all meritorious
projects In this state have been car-
ried out. Oregon is entitled to recom-
pense for long neglect.

THE THEOSOPHICAL PATH.

In the February number of Cather-
ine Tingley's “Theosgophical Path'" =a
curlous passage {8 quoted from Glad-
stone's writings., It reliates to the state
of the soul after death. The distin-
guished Britizch statesman seems to
have belleved In something like the
dootrine of purgatory. He says that
“the Christian desd are in o progres-
give state,"” and adds that their sins
“will have to be effaced by a process
of dizcipline.” He ventures to belleve
also that while the results of the dis-
cipline will be happy, we are by no
means warranted to belleve that it will
be accomplished “without an admix-
ture of salutary pain.”” This consigns
the future state of the Mahommedans,
Buddhists and Mormons to consider-
able doabt, but it leaves no gap in our
knowledge of what ix likely to happen
to Christians. They are to be purified
Ly a disciplinary process “between
death and the resurrection.” If this
Is not exactly the theory of purgatory
a8s it is taught in some of the churches
the difference s Inappreciable. It
chimes in very well also with the be-
lief of the theosophists.

His notion of a disciplinary Interval
betwean death and the resurrection is
reasonable In itself, and it is supported
by the concorreng af innumerable
Christian “theologlans. It seems In-
cradible that even the most righteous
souls should be deemed fit to pass at
once from the turbldity of earthly life
to the Immaculate serenity of heaven.
Must there not be an interval for self-
examination and repentance? It 1is
safe to assume that the best of us
carry some stain of sin with us when
wa depart from this world. Of coursas
there is a theory that all such stalns
are Instantaneously obliterated at the
moment of death, but what obliterates
them? Gladstone thought some time
must pass before one could enter para-
dise and the disengaged =onl would
spend it in purgatorial discipline, The
theosophists, as we Intimated above,
differ with him somewhat, but not rad-
ically. According to their tenets> the
purification of the soul Is effacted on
earth, but that, after all, is a matter
of detall. The essential point is that
the good work is done somewhere.
Like Gladstone, theyv relieve us from
the Impossible supposition that human
souls, with all thelr earthly impuri-
tles, ruash at once i(nto heaven after
leaving thelr hodles.

The theogaphists have not quite the
eame conception of heaven as other
devotees. To their minds it 18 a place
of rest and refreshment bstwean our
successive lives on earth. To enjoy It
no especial purity Is required, since it
i= not a final home, but only & cara-
vansary, as it were, or 4 camping place
between journeya. The real work of
redemption and purlfication Is accom-
plished here below, Thus the theoso-
phist holds 2 radically different opin-
fjon of this world from some of our
shristian brethren. The latter look
upon jt as & vale of tears, a place of
temptation, and our terrestrial life as
a miserable pilgrimage from which
the sooner we escape the batter. “This
earth i= not our dwelling place, heaven

I8 oup home.” To the theosophist
earth is honie, Ha goes to heaven
now and then to recuperate, but thes

real business of his exlstence ls here,
and no matter how often he goes away
he always comes back. How long we
may expect to stey in heaven, with fts
peaceful river and serene meadows, we
are mot told, but the supposition Is
that the periods of rest and refresh-
maent there will be long. _Katherine
Tingley assures her readers that they
will be longer than any mental image
we can frame of Infinite time. But
each sojourn in heaven, be it long or
short, will coms to an end, and then

the soul will return to earth to hegin
its work of self-redemption over again,
Thus we are destined to be born in-
numerable times, starting at each hirth
a little nearer the goal of perfection
than we were bhefore. It follows nat-
urally that each of ug has been born
Innumerable times already. No human
#oul is a stranger on earth. It = p
traveler who has made a trip to a far
country and come back again to take
up the work it had dropped.
Relncarnation 1is the means by
which, according to the theosophists,
our redemption is aceomplished. Thers
is no such thing as a final judgment
and a permanently lost condition of
the soul, if we may trust thelr teach-
ing, The worst of us will have mil-
lionz of chanees to make good and tho
best of.us will need them. Persist-
ently through the eternities the prin-
ciple of Karma {= at work. they tell
us=, tending contlnually to make the
balance swing even between right and
wrong, good and evil, happiness and
migery. Each individual has his Kar-
ma, and so has the entire universe.
We are permitted to belleve that the
Karma of the whole world 18 worked
out through the efforts of individuals.
It is by attalining to self-redemption
that @ man helps best to redeem the
universe. A person’s Karma is hi= oh-
ligation to right all the wrongs he has
committed and make good al his fail-
ings. When one of hils lives ends on
eirth the balance Is struck and the
debt charged to his account. He goes
to heaven, regardless of the record in
the books, and enjoys his allotted pe-
riod of recuperation. Then he must
return to earth and begin to square
hi= accounts. So he proceeds from
life to life and he I= a lucky man if
each time he departs from n:!H world
there s a smaller debtor charge
against him than there was hefore.
There is no conflict between theoso-
phy and the anclent doetrine of the
transmigration of which waus
held by Pythagoras and muany other
sSages, These wise men taught that
we might work out our Karma in the
bodies of cattle; swine and serpents, as

sonl=s,

well as in the human form. It will
be seen that the doctrine of Karma
looks toward the establishment of

complete harmony throughout the unl-
verie. When all obligations shall have
been worked out and every retribution
made, peace will reign everywhere and
evii will be no more. This is5 & most
engaging hypothesis. If there were
convincing evidence its truth we
cannot sce why whole world
should not adopt it
}

Some of our moyre erudite contem-

poraries are exerclsing thelir

of
the

min«s

over English grammar, «a subject
which theyv seem to study a good deanl
without learning much about it “1s
it correct,”” asks one correspondent,
“*to say *he is opposed (o my studying
Erammar 7" We cannot bhelieve it is
correct, Why should “he” be opposed
to such a wholesome, If somewhat

hopeless, pursult? The aonly sane ob-
Jection to any one's studying grammar

would be that hls time might be bet-
ter spent splitting wood,

One of the express companies has
formed a projec. of worthy competi-
tion with the parcel pos It plans
to dellver country produce directly to
city consumiers, colleet the price and
remit to the grower. Iin Germany
the government does this.g- Here no-
body has done it hithert The ex-
press company which tekes up the
task will be a public benefactor and
should earn a great reward. It ean

charge a profitable fee for the service
and still make things better for both
grower and consumer,

— ———— . -

It Is not. however, fram the cinages, but
from the masses that Judge Bennett wiil
poll his blggest vote, It is his natural o=
auly. his ndmitied abliity and his popular-
Ity among the rank and file of the party
thot make him the strongest candidate for

the Demoeratic nomination for Governor.—
Albany Democrat,

What! A Democratlie paper refus-
ing to line up for the Reslduary Leg-

atea? But perhaps the Reslduary
Legatee does not want Democratic
votes,

New York suffragists abandoned
thelr twelve-hour meeting after un
hour or so because of the coid. That

that battles.

has brought relief from

isn‘t the spirit wins

Deesp snow

bitter cold In the X Eastern Stutes.
Warm sunshine has driven off what
little ehill we've had lately.

Greater respect for the Natlonal air

will be enforced =at military posts,
There should be no need for enforc-
ing such a sentiment.

Congressmen dlsagree over the state
of general prosperity. Prosperity 1s,
a considerable extent, a matter of
locallty these days. =

t0

A new asterold has been discovered

by sclience. Small compensation for
the threatened breaking up of the
dipper.

An expedition is beihg outfitted at
Ban Franclsco to hunt for $60,000,000
in burled treasured. Qulck, Watson, the
needle!

Oregon growers oppose a Californla

plan for relaxed srading of apples.
Oregon growers, you sae, are on the
squure.

A biz English -allroad company
having hired an American manager,
dividends should plck up a bit

cavialry horses were pols-
oned by drinking a* a Mexlcan water
hole. Typleal Mexlcan trick.

American

With water meters ordered, spark-

ling Bull Run will shortly join th=
high-cost-of-living procession,

Bryan has acquired a2 lhama, With
a little coaching it should help him
in his chasutaugqua work.

Whole regiments of the French
army are down with measles, Liter-
ally a measley army.

At la=t! Costan Rlea has accepled
the Bryan peace treaty dream. Now
for Congo Free State.

again. But he may be me rely another
leaning towcr of Pisa,

Lina Cavalierl has wedded aguin

Got to be a regular habit with Lina.

The rn:-a(-‘]n\\' r¥s are singlng in

the meadows,

Gore insists that they're after his

political gore.

The fins are growing restless

Regular Spring fever weather.

Straw hats next,

Through the Mist

By Dean Collins.

I Gleams

Valentine Adaptahle.

‘Tix meason of the valentine,

When I must sing a tender ditty,
And aoffer up this hoart of mine

Unto that pear]l of maldens, Kicty;
Oh, faires; malden of my time,

Your voloe the warden of my will is;
I lova you—(but I lack a rhyme.)

1 guess I'd better sing Lo Phyllls,

Phyllis, sweat idol of my soul,

Your gentle eyex with Jove Inflame me;
For you alone—{I"m in & hole

For thyme again} T'I] sing to Mamis
Mamie, my heari's delight dlvine

Your Eriace, oxpression guite ¢ludeth —
11I'm stock again for that last lIne.)

I'll have to sins the praise of Jadith,

Judith, failr star, "l pralse you thern
My warm
(Confound
' switeh my
Sue. queen of within m henrt ;
Ne'sr stiall my firm affection
(Why can't I finlsh what T stprt?)
Helgh-ho! 1'Il have to turn to 3arsy

héeart beats alop
1y Where's

for
that rhyms

sngd sing of

¥ o
again’)

fny Hue

all

Mary, my
Loved I
(No rhyme
Sooth, 1

own,
not thee,
to muke
must

my lady
I'd be a [
that thoug

vield my

Hwedt:

hea

Helen, aublime sweet avenin
Whone light my despest spirit
With wond' rous mood—{and thers you are.)
Hang 1t! Tl send this to the ole
To thee, sweel ook, [ =ive
With bur sirong o ng
To practicn on with all the
For hesrin are bettar for o ng
Thin thine nlone, who feed me
Shall be this heart, and I'm not
If you will but agres to be

with

A gen‘rous lady

Lt iz 8 more certain sign of approach-
ing Spring than the birds flving North,
for one to the Besvers getting
ready to fly South.

see

Solemn Thoughi.

Bravely I'va
Hoping u fa
Hut now T ©

And

lived the tango down

“manan
the

Hikewlsa the

the courtecus
intarested

i
“are
ers?"

“Very much, my son,” 1

Whersupon he slipped
Diogeanes and fled

. . .

said
you

offios boy,
in antigque knock-

snid
me a bust

sently.
of

Fassing It On,
joh
-

lhias an easy

r has to th
) foun
Some paper and some

needs & nin

pen,
ink.

The

coolk, she Wiss has a oipnch;
Hhe nover has
But only move

And smell

Lo eal,
jaws

the roasling

her nwhile

meat

The ghnuffour his a
He has no woan or
fie can joyride mand neves
To for the repairs.
—Chicago Evening

sinecurs
Charos
have
pay

Posl.

A life of ease the
As 1 can plainly polint;
He driws his pavy, and

Just hanga around

plumber haa

all

pome )

the dar
Wint
The but
That's really
He merely stat

. he has a job

nore

ke p
the bloek
day.

ds
uil the

ahout
And culs up
The bartender shoultl love his joh
Immensely, 1 should think
For he ¢an mix
And never |
. . -

“To you really think Hamleat
mad?" was the 140th question
Young Thing to her ascort.

“Did he have to sit near vou during
the last performance? interposed the
Long Sufferer in the next row

the

was
of the

Mexlcan Soclety Notex.
((From El Toro Gazatts )
A comic valantine,
Villa to His
Huertn, was
Captain

sont from General

BExcellency, President
inadvertently opened by
sombasto, of the aldes
yvesterday., Cantaln Bombasto's little
finger and shoulder straps pPeEl-
tively identified after the uproar had
subsided.

The popular
Man,” is to be
by local talent,
General Villa.
furnished through
dent Wilson, of the

A “gpet-together”
promotion of peace
held at the Capitol
date, under the
Excellency
arnl WVilla.
ba a fenture

one
WHara
dramna,

ataged
undaer

“Arms and the
near the border
the direction of.
Broperties are

of Presi-

Stage
courtesy
Unitad
maeting
in Mexico Is to

the
be
near future
joint auspices of His
Presldent Huerta and Gen
Gorgeous fireworks are
of the entertainmont,
lowed by a genernl potlatch, in
gitts of raal estate in alx-foot
will be distributed nmong many
celebrants,

aon on

Lo
fol-
which
plots
of the

If Gray Lived in Portland,

Perhaps, in this political parad
live with gubernatori
the rod

Eome
His ha

heart s 1 fire

of

emplire might have

th

Har,

And n, Ggain, he may bLo Jus:

plain

Petitiona
Rich

to my eves Lhe

spoll of

T ample
numes

page

with the do aye un
roll,

nedl

my IHOMm MW
And freaze Lhe

1 noble rags

poul

Yet even

NO scanty

Patittons,

. docked,

Thrust s=tlil
rign.

my couras from insull 1o protect

refuge seom
the

be mine;

with uncouth scribbl

hefore

me—and 1 aul
. . .

Approxzsimate Histary.
B. C antediluvian
man in America wills his mummy to the

200,000 Oldesy

Smithzonian Institute and crawls into
the asphalt beds at Liasn Brea, Cal.

1018, A. D—King Canute falls down
on that well-known tongue twister:
“The sea ceaseth, and It sufficeth us™

1483, A. D.—Columbus begins to writa
the =tory of his voyvages—without re
serving moving-pleture rights, and not
for $2 a word.

1564, A. D.—Gallleo born: originator
of the expression: “The world do move.”

1778, A. D.—Captain Cook acls as
“piece de resistance” at & banguet hald
in Hawali in honor of the opsning of
the missionary season.

1886, A. D —"“Volapuk”™ new universssl
langunge, invented by L'Albe Schleyer.
Later “Esperanto” and *“ldo" invenled
by others. English and other ol lan-
guagos nre =till s=poksan, however, in &
few of the outlyving districls

—

Maorriage and Divoree.
FREEWATER, 1

or.. e

Editor.)——"A, being o dis
in Oregon, marries g 7 1o
after the decree of the T I har
marriage with “B" legal and will sh
have to liave a divore r “B in 1
der to be legglly marrie to "t
F., B. SMITH

If the second MArriage wWHEs prior to
June 8. 1512 It 1= lagul; If subyed 1
thereto 1t 's nol in the [irsi ¢ nt,
before marrying “C" she should obtaln
j=gal annulment of the second a¥r-
irh;gc..




