THE SUNDAY OREGONTAN, PORTLAND, FEBRUARY 'L

éi’;.‘.'ﬂ")a .;::V_

corporations.

Hamiltonian

Government Jeffersonian

government
Freedom and Licease to

matorinlizsm,

{ mplete froo.
—that anclent

EOVEern m-‘-nl'l 1

Jllul\"' It )u]\ and of

The CUourts ns Agents of Neaction,

a quarter of a century been

saveral ﬂt;:h‘w
siness « r»mh-u.rl-»l.ﬁ

such Interference trespassed on
somotimos they

y vights of the stoatos;
to do g0 would trespass on
m.LIrm nnainnt the

Interests of the

giving to the
ple power to right

rights agalnst
of thamsolves;

in reality the old,
cured to the powerful the free.

05

tempted to work In two+*wholly dir-
ferent ways, and the great majority
of them in a way that offered littie
promissa of real  Thetterment. Thay
tried (by the Sherman law method) to
bolster wp 2n individualism already
proved to be both futlle and mischliev-
ous; to remedy by more Individualism
thoe concentration that was theo inevi-
table sult of the already existing In-
dividunllasm. They saw the evil done
| by the = gombinations, and sought te
remedy it by destroylng them and re-
ElorTing the country 1o the economlic
conditions «f the middle of the 18th
century. This was s hopeless effort,
nnd those who went Into 1It, although

thoy
pr

form

themselves as radlical
rc'u.‘.'l‘l;-‘ ropresented a
gincera rural toryism. They
confounded monopolles with big busi-
ness combinations, and in the effort to
prohibit both allke Instead of where
D ible prohibiting one and drastical-
l¥ controlllng the other, they suc-
ceaded merely In preventing any ef-
fective control of elther.

On the other hand, few men rec-
ognized that corporations and combi-
nations had become Indlspensable In
the husiness world, that it was folly
to try prohibit them, but that It
was also folly to leave them without
tl oughzoing control These men
roalized that the doctrines of the old
lais=oz faire economists, of the belleve-
ers In unlimited competition, unlimited
individuallsm, were In the actual state

regarded
ogresslves,

of
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to

of affairs fulse and mischlevous. They
reallzed that the Government must
now interfere to protect labor, to sub-
ordinate tho big corporation tg the
public welfare, and to sheckle cunning
and fraud exactly as centurles bafore
It had Interfered te shackle the phyal-
cnl force which does wromg by vio-
lence

The Tyranny of Plutocracy,
The big reactionaries of the business
world and thelr allles and Instruments

among politiclans snd newspaper edi-
tors took advantage of this division of
opinion, and especially of the fact that
moet of thelr opponents wera on the
wrong peth; and fought to keep mat-
ters absolutely unchanged. Thess men
demanded for themselves an Immunity
from governmental control® which, if
granted, wonld haive been as wickad
nnd as foulish as Immunity to the bar-

ons of the 12th century. Many of them
were ovil -men Many others were just
good men as were some of these
barons; but they ware as utterly
any medleval castle-ownar
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unible s
to understand what Lhe public

Interest
really was. There have been aristoc-
racies which have piayed a great and

beneficent part at stages In the growth
of mankind; but we had come to the
stage where for peopley what was
needed was o real democracy;: and nf
nll forms of tyranny the least attrac~
tive and the most vulgar s the tyran-
ny of mere wenlth, the tyranny of plu-
tocracy.
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The PFower to Control. 'y

When I became President, the ques-
tlon as to the method by which the
United States Government was to con-
trol the (‘a‘;tpﬂ:':n!nn:{ wns not yet im-
portant. The absolutely wital ques-
tion was whether the Government had
power Lo control them at all, This
question had not yet been decided In
favor of .thg United States Govern-
ment. It was useless to discuss meth-
ods of pontroiling big bursiness by the
Natlonal Government until i1t was defi-
nitely settied that the Nationnl Gov-
srnment had the power to control It
A declsion eof the Supreme Court had,

with seeming definlteness, settled that
the Natlenal Government had not the
pPowWer,

This decision T caused to be an-
niulled by the ecourt that had rendered
it; and the present power of the Na-
tional Government to deal effectlvely
\\'111: th:- trnntq H dus -«nvl}' to the
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The Constitution was formed very
largely because It had become impera-
tive to give Lo some central authority

Administration in se-
of its former de-

the power to regulate and control
intersiate commerce. Al that time,
when corporations wers in thelr In-

fancy and big combinations unknown,
there was no difficulty in exercising
the power granted. In theory, the
right of the Nation to exerclse this
power continued unguestioned. But
changing conditions obscured the mat-
ter in the sight of the people as a
whole; and the consclous and the un-
conucions advobates of an unlimited
and uncontrollable capltalism grad-
ually secured the whittling ;away of
the Natlonal power 1o exercise this
theoretical right of control until It
practieally wvanigshed. After tha Civll
War, with the portentous growth of
Industrial comblhations in this country,
came a period of reactlonary declsions
by the courts which as regnrds cor-
porations culminated In what is known

‘as the Knlght case,

The Knight Cnwse.

The Sherman antl-trust law was en-
acted In 1800 becauss the formation of
thie Tobaceo Trust and the Sugar Trust,
the only two great trusts thenm in the
country (mside from the Standard O}
Truet, which was a gradual growth),
had awaltened a popular demand for
legislation to destroy monopoly and
eurb Industrial combinations. This de-
mand the anti-trust law was intended
to satisfy. The Administrations of Mr.
Huarrison and Mr. Cleveland evidently
trued this law as prohibiting such
binations In the future not as con-
demning those which had been formed
prior to its enactment. In 1395, how-
ever, the Sugar Trust, whose ouiput
originally was about 55 per cent of all
sugar produced in the United States,
cbtalned contrel «of three other com-
panles In Philadelphia by exchanging
its stock for thelrs, and thus increased

con

its business until it controlled 98 per
cent of the entire product. Lnder
Cleveland, the Goyvernment brought
proceedings against the Sugar Trust,
invoking the antl-trust law, to set
aslde the acquisition of these corpora-
tions,

The test case wns on the absorption
of the Knight Company. The Supreme
Court of the Unlted States, with but
one dissenting vote, held adversealy to
the Government. They took the ground
that the power conferred Ly the Con-
stitution to regulate and control inter-
state commerce did not extend to the
production or manufacture of com-
modities within a state, and that noth-
ing in the Sherman anti-trust law pro-
hiblited a corporation from scqulring all
the stock of other corpordtions through
oxchange of Its stoclk for thelrs, such
exchange not being “commerce™ in
the opinion of the court, ¢ven though
by such acquisition the corporation
wns enabled teo control the entire pro-
duction of a commodity that was a
of life.

Nullifying the Anti-Trust Law.

The effect of this decision was not
merely the absolute nullifiention of
the anti-trust law, far as Industrial
corporations were concerned, but was
also in effect g declaration that under
the Constitution., the Nattonal Govern-
ment could pass no law really effective
for the destruction or control of such
combinations,

This decision left the
ernment, that is, the people of the Na-
tion, practically helpless to deal with
the large combinations of modern hus-
Inees. The courts in the other cases
mRsserted the power of the Federal Govs-
ernment to enforoe the Anti-Trust Law
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But an old newspuper, which in

A pluck almost unparialleled she beguan
Lo carry it out. With her five children,
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Blarted rland on a 2000-mile jour-
ney to Oregon.

Feople were Kind to her where she
camped. 1t was Spring and the hores

mude thelr
had a No.
procured

12 sholgun, with
mueh gume-
squirrels and doves. Her
while irip cost her 30 cents
three monchs of travel
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Mrs. Mattie Colman Made a Bitter Struggle
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had just completed and filled, she says,
with mueh more adventure,

This long, solitary horseback ride
she began with 80 cents.

She rode from Drain te Scottzbhurg,
where she put her Horse on i scow
and wax taken to Gurdiner, the boat-
man pgiving her credit for her fare.
From Gardiner she went to Florence

finding on the way o honrestend on UTp-
por Maple Creel. Because she had no
money to ot hersair and horse across
the Sluslaw River., she went to Flor-
ence by a circuitous route. She fol-
lowed the road up Miple Crecl, pnssed
through the Bwest Creek and Smith
RBiver country, croszed the Sluslaw &
|l’u\\ miles below Deadwood, rode back
to Mapleton, down the north side of the
Sjusiaw—when new dismay!

Right athwart her path there flowed
ancviher river, almost a8 large us the
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itself, wide,
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concluded the other fork was the right
and rode §ack and took It

it was beginning
grow dusk and as she rode on, rapidly
ght settled down,
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