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of the vital questions withONE as President I had to deal
was the attitude of the Nation

toward the great corporations. Men
who understand and practice the deep
underlying philosophy of the Lincoln
school of ' American political thought
are necessarily Hamiltonian in their
belief in a strong and efficient Na-
tional Government and Jeffersonian in
their belief in the people as the ulti-
mate authority and in the welfare of
the people as the end of government.
Freedom and Llcrnne to Do Wrong.
The men who first applied the ex-

treme Democratic theory in American
life were, like Jefferson,

for at that time what was de-

manded by our people was the largest
liberty for the individual. During the
century that had elapsed since Jeffer-
son became President the need, had been
exactly reversed. There had been Jn
our country a riot- of individualistic
materialism, under which complete free,
dom for the individual that ancient li-

cense which President Wilson, a cen-
tury after the trm was excusable, has
called the "new" freedom turned out
in practice to mean perfect freedom
for the strong to wrong the weak.

The total absence of governmental
control had led. to a portentous growth
In the financial and industrial world
both of natural individuals and of arti-
ficial individuals that Is, corporations.
In no other country in the world had
such enormous fortunes been gained.
In no other country in the world was
such power held by the men who had
gained, these fortunes; and these men
almost always worked through, and by
means of, the giant corporations which
they controlled. The power of the
mighty industrial overlords of the
country had increased with giant
strides, while the methods of controll-
ing them, or checking abuses by them,
on the part of the people, through the
Government, remained archaic and
therefore practically impotent.

The Court as Agents of Reaction.
The courts, not unnaturally, but most

regrettably, and to the grave detriment
of the people and of their own stand-
ing, had for a quarter of a century been
on the whole the agents of reaction,
and by conflicting decisions which,
however, in their sum were hostile to
the interests of the people, had left
both the Nation and the several states
well-nig- h Impotent to deal with the
Treat business combinations. Sometimes
they forbade the Nation to interfere
because such interference trespassed on
the rights of the states; sometimes they
forbade the states to interfere (and
often they were wise in this), because
to do so would trespass on the Tights
of the Nation; but always, or well-nig- h

always, their action was nega-
tive action against the interests of the
people, ingeniously devised to limit
their power against wrong, instead of
affirmative action giving to the peo-
ple power to right wrong.

They had rendered these decisions
sometimes as upholders of property
rights against human rights, being es-

pecially zealous in securing the rights
of the very men who were most com-
petent to take care of themselves; and
sometimes in the name of liberty, in
the name of the "new free-
dom," in reality the old, old "freedom,"
which secured to the powerful the free,
dom to prey on the poor and the help-
less.

One of the mam troubles was the
fact that the men who saw the evils
and who tried to remedy them at
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BY ALFRED POWERS.
MATTIE COLEMAN, weight

MRS. pounds, age 37,' with five
children, the oldest a girl of 13,

the youngest a baby, without mpney
but with the pioneer spirit incarnate
Mrs. Coleman versus a Siuslaw home-
stead. AVho will win?

She was deserted in the State of Ok-
lahoma by her husband, who left her
in a sick bed in possession of five
children, a team and wagon and $10
in money. In her convalescence she
saw the poorhouse waiting for her and
her children, as a shark waits for its
prey. But an old newspaper, which in
fio many instances has proved a boon
to despairing people, fell into her
hands. It told about homesteads in
Oregon. Purpose was born, and with
a. pluck almost unparalleled she began
to carry it out. With her five children.
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tempted to work in two 'wholly dif- -,

ferent ways, and the great majority
of them in a way that offered little
promise df real betterment. They
tried (by the Sherman law method) to
bolster up an Individualism already
pr6ved to be both futile and mischiev-
ous; to remedy by more individualism
the concentration that was the inevi-
table result of the already existing In-

dividualism. They saw the evil done
by the bij combinations, and sought to
remedy it by destroying them and re-
storing the country to the economic
conditions of the middle of the 19th
century. This was a hopeless effort,
and those who went into it, although
they regarded themselves as radical
progressives, really represented a
form of sincere rural toryism. They
confounded monopolies with big busi-
ness combinations, and In the effort to
prohibit both alike. Instead of where
possible prohibiting one and drastical-
ly controlling the other, they suc-
ceeded merely In preventing any ef-
fective control of either.

On the other hand, a few men rec-
ognized that corporations and combi-
nations had become indispensable in
the business world, that it was folly
to try to prohibit them, but that It
was also folly to leave them without
thoroughgoing control. These men
realized that the doctrines of the old
laissez faire economists, of the believe-er- s

in unlimited competition, unlimited
individualism, were in the actual state
of affairs false and mischievous. They
realized that the Government must
now interfere to protect labor, to sub-
ordinate the- - big corporation to the
public welfare, and to shackle cunning
and fraud exactly as centuries before
it had interfered to shackle the physi-
cal force which does wrong by vio-
lence.

The Tyranny ot Plutocracy.
The big reactionaries of the business

world and their allies and Instruments
among politicians and newspaper edi-
tors took advantage of this division of
opinion, and especially of the fact that
most of their opponents were on the
wrong path; and fought to keep mat-
ters absolutely unchanged. These men
demanded for themselves an immunity
from governmental control which, if
granted, would have been as wicked
and as foolish as immunity to the bar-
ons of the 12th century. Many of them
were evil men. Many others were just
as good men as were some of these
same barons; but' they were as utterly
unable as any medieval castle-own- er

to understand what the public interest
really was. There have

which have played a. great and
beneficent part at stages In the growth
of mankind; but we had come to the
stage where for our people what was
needed was a real democracy; and of
all forms of tyranny the least attrac-
tive and the most vulgar is the tyran-
ny of mere wealth, the tyranny of plu-
tocracy.

The Pown to Control. ,
When I became President, the ques

tion as to the method by which the
United States Government was to con
trol the corporations" was not yet lm
portant. The absolutely vital ques-
tion was whether the Government had
power to control them at all. This
question had not yet been decided In
favor of . tle United States Govern
ment. It was useless to discuss, meth
ods of controlling big business by the
National Government until it was defi-
nitely settled that the National Gov-
ernment had the power to control it.
A decision of the Supreme Court had.
with seeming def initeness, settled that
the National Government had not the
power.

This decision I caused to be an
nulled by the court that had rendered
it: and the present power of the Na-
tional Government to deal effectively
with the trusts is due solely to the

her team and wagon and her $10, she
started overland on a 2000-mi- le jour-
ney to Oregon.

People were kind to her where she
camped. It was Spring and the horses
made. their living grazing at night, and
she had, a No. 12 shotgun, with which
she procured much game rabbits,
quail, squirrels and doves. Her meat
on the whole trip cost her 30 cents.

After three monxhs of travel she
reached Wyoming, where, securing
work, she wintered. In the Spring she
continued her journey westward, ar-
riving in Oregon after two months,
almost entirely without money. The
homestead, however, had to ,be found.

Leaving her children, the wagon and
one horse with a. kind family at Drain,
she borrowed a saddle and, mounting
the other horse, started on a journey
almost as remarkable as the one she

success of the Administration in se-
curing this reversal of its former de-
cision by the Supreme Court.

The Constitution was formed very
largely because it had become Impera-
tive to give to some central authority
the power to regulate and control
interstate commerce. At that time,
when corporations were in their in-
fancy and big combinations unknown,
there was no difficulty in exercising
the power granted. In theory, the
rjght of the Nat-io- to exercise this
power continued unquestioned. But
changing conditions obscured the mat-
ter in the sight of the people as a
whole; and the- - conscious and the un-
conscious advofcates of an unlimited
and uncontrollable capitalism grad-
ually secured the whittling .away of
the National power to exercise this
theoretical right of control until it
practically vanished. After the Civil
War, with the portentous growth of
Industrial combinations In this country,
came a period of reactionary decisions
by the courts which as regards cor-
porations culminated In what is known
as the Knight case.

The Knight Case.
The Sherman anti-tru- st law was en-

acted in 1890 because the formation of
the Tobacco Trust and the Sugar Trust,
the only two great trusts then In the
country (aside from the Standard Oil
Trust, which was a gradual growth),
had awakened a popular demand for
legislation to destroy monopoly and
curb industrial combinations. This de-
mand the anti-tru- st law was intended
to satisfy. The Administrations of .Mr.
Harrison and Mr. Cleveland evidently
construed thi3 law as prohibiting such
combinations in the future, not as con-
demning those which had been formed
prior to its enactment. In 1895, how-
ever, the Sugar Trust, whose output
originally was about 55 per cent of all
sugar produced In the United States,
obtained control of three other com-
panies in Philadelphia by exchanging
its stock for theirs, and thus increased
its business until it controlled 98 per
cent of the entire product. Under
Cleveland, the Government brought
proceedings against the Sugar Trust,
invoking the anti-tru- st law, to set
aside the acquisition of these corpora-
tions.

The test case was on the absorption
of the Knight Company. The Supreme
Court of the United States, with but
one dissenting vote, held adversely to
the Government. They took the ground
that the power conferred by the Con-
stitution to regulate and control inter-
state commerce did not extend to the
production or manufacture of com-
modities within a state, and that noth-
ing in the Sherman anti-tru- st law pro-
hibited a corporation from acquiring all
the stock of other corporations through
exchange of its stock for theirs, such
exchange not being "commerce" in
the opinion of the court, even though
by such acquisition the corporation
was enabled to control the entire pro-
duction of a commodity that was a
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knecessary of life.
Nullifying the Anti-Tru- st Lair.

The effect of this decision was not
merely the absolute nullification of
the anti-tru- st law, so far as industrial
corporations were concerned, but. was
also in effect a declaration that, under
the Constitution, the National Govern-
ment could pass no law really effective
for the destruction or control of such
combinations.

This decision left the National Gov-
ernment, that is, the people of the Na-
tion, practically helpless to deal with
the large combinations of modern bus-
iness'. The courts in the other cases
asserted the power of the Federal Gov-
ernment to enforce the Anti-Tru- st Law
so far as transportation rates by rail-
ways engaged in interstate commerce
were concerned. But so long as the
trusts were free to control the produe
tion of commodities without interfer- -

Mattie
Against

had just completed and filled, she says,
vlth much more adventure.

This long, solitary horseback ride
she began with 80 cents.

She rode from Drain to Scottsburg,
where she put her Horse on a scow
a.nd was taken to Gardiner, the boat-
man giving her credit for her fare.
From Gardiner she went to Florence,
finding on the way a homestead on Up-
per Maple Creek. Because she had no
money to get herself and horse across
the .Siuslaw River, she went to Flor-
ence by va circuitous route. She fol-
lowed the road up Maple Creek, passed
through the Sweet Creek and Smith
River country, crossed the Siuslaw a
few miles below Deadwood, rode back
to Mapleton, down the north side of the
Siuslaw when new dismay!

Right athwart her path there flowed
another river, almost as large as the
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ence from the General Government,.
they were well content to let the trans
portation of commodities take care of
itself especially as the law against
rebates was at that time a dead letter;
and the Court by its decision In the
Knight case had interdicted any inter-
ference by the .President or by Con-
gress" with the production of commod-
ities. It was on the authority of this
case that practically all the big trusts
in the United States, excepting those
already mentioned, were formed. Us-
ually they were , organized as "hold-
ing" companies, each one acquiring
control of its constituent corporations
by exchanging Its sto-c-k for theirs, an

Curious Things From Here and There
may have heard an egg "peek"

YOU before the chick emerged,
but unless you have had much

familiarity with crocodiles it is un-
likely that you ever heard one croak.
An English scientist at Lagos, on the
Western coast of Africa, heard a low
croaking noise below a drj path, and,
on digging to investigate the cause,
found 13 crocodile's eggs at a depth of
about 18 inches. These were croak-
ing vigorously, and within half an hour
all of them had hatched.

This investigator in 1899 was the
first naturalist to mention the croak-
ing of crocodile's eggs. He said that in
Madagascar the unhatched crocodiles
can be heard croaking from a depth
of about six feet, and that any shock,
such as a heavy tread on the ground
above them, caused the babies to utter
this strange sound, "with the mouth
closed, as we produce hiccoughing
sounds."

They do this "to inform their mothers
that they are ready to hatch. The fe-
male crocodiles, on hearing the sound,
visit the nest and scratch away the
earth with which it is covered.

- m

It is a curious fact In psychology
that nobody can stay at the same men-
tal and physical level for 24 hours to

Colman Made a Bitter
and Won

Siuslasv itself, wide, deep and brim-
ming with a flood tide. There was no
bridge, no 'ferry and no way around
this time. " It was the North Fork. An
Indian woman rowed her across for 10
cents: she sat in the stern of the boat
and led the swimming horse, which
once, jabbed by a passing log. Jerked
back with sucji energy as to almost
capsize the shallow craft.

Across, she climbed into the dripping
saddle and rode on down to Florence,
where, through Mr. Young, the forest
ranger, she made application for the
claim on Upper Maple Creek. Not sure
that she would get this and heartng
that there was 'vacant land to the
north, s"he htruck out, this same after-
noon, for Heceta Lighthouse, .along an
inland route that sho been di-
rected to take as being preferable dur-
ing high tide to the beach.

Following this read, she came to

operation which the Supreme Court
had thus decided could not be pro-
hibited, controlled, regulated, or even
questioned by the Federal Govern-
ment.

The Northern" Securities Company.
Such was the condition of our laws

when I acceded to the Presidency. Just
before my accession, a small group of
financiers, desiring to profit by the
governmental Impotence to which ' we
had been reduced by the Knight de-
cision, had arranged to take control
of practically the entire railway sys-
tem in the Northwest possibly as the
first step toward controlling the en-
tire railway of the country.

gether. In the morning you are more
matter-of-fac- t, for. instance, than later
in the day.

It is in the morning that the best
brain work is done, too brain work of
the sort that requires industry and
clear thinking. And it is about 11 in
the morning that your body reaches its
highest point of energy. In other
words, you are stronger, though almost
Imperceptibly, at 11 in the morning
than at 3 in the afternoon. You reach
that highest point twice In the day, for
about 5 in the afternoon the muscularenergy has risen again. But from 5
onward it declines steadily all through
the evening, and on till between 2 and
3 A. M.

An investigation of the South Afri-
can disease known as lamziekte, or
lame-sicknes- s, suggests that it is due
to a special plant poison that is gen-
erated under abnormal conditions In
grasses or other plants that are nor-
mally harmless. Its development seems
to be associated with unusual weather
and soil experiences, of which Summer
drought is important. Through such
conditions wilting would favor the
formation of the poison, and this gives
explanation for the common belief that
the disease results from eating wilted
plants.
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where it forked. Taking the left-han- d

prong, she traveled for an hour, only
to come to the edge of a lake by which
the road was apparently swallowed
up.' This wds the right road had she
but known it; wagons were accustomed
to go for 50 yards along the shallow
edge of Sutton Lake to avoid climbing
a sand dune; but having received no
mention of this. in her instructions, she
concluded the other fork was the right
way and rode ack and took- - it.

By this time it was beginning to
grow dusk and as she rode on, rapidly
the Winter night settled down, filled
with mist which after awhile thickened
to rain.

At length her horse stepped upon
what was apparently the beginning oi
a bridge, walked a little way over
the resounding planks, then stopped.
Unable to get him. to proceed, she dis
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This control of the Northwestern rail-
way systems waa to be affected by
organizing a. new "holding" company,
and exchanging-it- s stock against the
stock of the various corporations
engaged in railway transportation
throughout that vast territory, exactly
as the Sugar Trust "had acquired con-
trol of the Knight company and other
concerns. This company was called
the Northern Securities Company. Not
long after I became President, on the
advice of the Attorney-Genera- l, Mr.
Knox, and through him, I ordered pro-
ceedings to be Instituted for the dis-
solution of the company. As far as
could be told by their utterances at the
time, among all the great lawyers in
the United States Mr. Knox was the
only one who believed that this action
could, be sustained. The defense wife
based expressly on the ground that the
Supreme Court in th'e Knight case had
explicitly sanctioned the formation of
such a company as the Northern Securi
ties Company. The representatives of
privilege Intimated, and sometimes a
serted outright, that In directing the
action to-b- brought I had shown a
lack of respect for .the Supreme Court,
which had already decided the question
at issue by a vote of eight to one. Mr.
Justice White, then on the Court and
now Chief Justice, set forth the posi
tion with what I regard as lncontro
vertible logic. In giving the views of
the dissenting minority on the. action I
had brought, he said:

"The parallel between the two case:
the Knight case and the Northern Se

curities case is complete. The one
corporation acquired the stock of other
ana competing corporations in exc-

hange-for its own.- - It was conceded
for the purposes of the case, that In do-
ing so monopoly had been brought
about in the refining of sugar, that the
sugar to be produced was likely to be-
come the subject of Interstate com-
merce, and Indeed that part of it would
certainly become so. But the power of
Congress was decided not to extend to
the subject, because the ownership of
the stock in the corporations was not
itself commerce.
Overthrowing the Knight Case JJecIsIon.

Mr. Justice White was entirely cor-
rect In this statement. The cases were
parallel. It was necessary to neverse
the Knight case ,Jn the interests of the
people against monopoly and privilege
just as It had been necessary to reverse
the Dred Scott case in the interest of
the people against slavery and priv-
ilege; just as later it became necessary
to reverse the New York bakeshop case
in the interest of the people against
that form of monopolistic privilege
which puts human rights below prop

mounted. Beyond was no bridge only
a wide expanse of darkness in which
fish jumped and upon which the rain-
drops splashed. She did not know it,
but this was Mercer Lake and her
horse was standing on a wharf. She
rode back to Florence and stayed all
night at the town home of Mrs. Han-
sen, wife of the head lightkeeper at
Heceta.

The next day she wen up the beach
to Heceta. From Heceta she went to
Waldport, thence up the Alsea River to
the forest trail, along this trail to
Toledo, thence to Corvallis, and from
Corvallis back tq, Drain; a distance of

.100 miles alonr in the Winter
time, over dangerous and unfrequented
trails, and all on 80 cents. There is
scarcely in history a more remarkable
journey. ..:.

erty rights where wage-worke- rs were
concerned.

By a vote of 5 to 4 the Supreme
Court reversed its decision in the
Knight case, and in the Northern Secur
ities case sustained the Government.
The power to deal with industrial
monopoly and suppress it and to con
trol and regulate combinations, of
which the Knight case had deprived the
Federal Government, was thus restored
to it by the Northern Securities case.
The Tobacco and Standard Oil Cases.

After this later decision was ren-
dered, suits were brought by my direc-
tion against the American Tobacco
Company and the Standard Oil Com-
pany. Both were adjudged criminal
conspiracies and their dissolution or-

dered. The Knight case was finally
overthrown. The vicious doctrine it
embodied no longer remains as an ob-
stacle to obstruct the pathway of jus-
tice when it assails monopoly. Messrs.
Knox, Moody and Bonaparte, who suc-
cessively occupied the position of
Attorney-Gener- al under me, were pro-
found lawyers and fearless and ablo
men, and they completely established
the newer and more wholesome doc-
trine under which the Federal Govern-
ment may now deal with monopolistic
combinations and conspiracies.

The decisions rendered in these va-
rious cases brought under my direction
constitute the entire authority upon
which any action must rest that seeks
through the exercise of National power
to curb monopolistic control. The
men who organized and directed the
Northern Securities Company were also
the controlling forces in the steel cor-
poration, which has since been pros-
ecuted under the act. The proceedings
against the sugar trust for corruption
in connection with the New York custom-

-house are sufficiently interesting
to be considered separately

(To be continued next Sunday.)

Little Country's Big Business.
(January Metropolitan.)

Year by year the peasant of Denmark
has extended his grip until his trans-
actions amount to tens of millions of
dollars annually and run into almostevery line of business in the country.
He ships horses and cattle to Germany;
eggs, poultry, butter, cheese and bacon
to Kngland. Ho packs them so thatthey will please the customer. Nothing
is left to chance and very little to
private business. The shiftless farmer
is compelled by his neighbor to con-
form to a high standard. In order to
keep in touch with the wants and de-
sires of consumers, the government
sends scouts to other countries to ascer-
tain what breed of horses and cattloare most in demand; as to how foreign
countries want their food products pre-
pared.

The peasant studies the food of cattlo
and knows just how they should bo fed
to produce the best butter. Every week
a steamer arrives from New Orleans,
owned by the Society, and
loaded" with oil cakes for feeding. In 30
years' time the export trade of Den-
mark in farm products has increased
600 per cent, while the standard of liv-
ing of the people has been raised to a
higher level than that of almost any
country in Kurope.

Early last Spring Mrs. Coleman with
her children moved onto her claim,
which, being a homestead abandoned
by some one else, already had a cabin.
It also had a few acres which had
been cultivated. The place altogether
comprises 60 acres, about a dozen of
which lie in the valley and are tillable.
It is the last place up on Maple Creek
and is about 12 miles from Glenada,
the nearest town, but on a good road.

With money given by the people of
Eugeno" she bought two cows, plows,
feed, chickens and a lamb. She and
the children have cleared a good-size- d

tract of land. They have set out aii
orchard and already harvested ono
crop. They all go out in the fields
during the day and work, and at night
after supper Mrs. Coleman "gives out
words to them," as one of her little
daughters says, "bo they won't .forget."
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