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E. H. SOTHERN SCORNS “BACONIAN
FLAPDOODLE” ABOUT SHAKESPEARE

Actor Declares Bard Never Horse Tender Nor Unlettered, and Pronounces These as Slanders of Slab-Sided
Zealots, as He Points Out the Young Poet’s Influential Friends in I.ondon.

BY E. H. SOTHERN.
ILLIAM SHAKESPFEARE was 24
W years of age when he left Strat-
ford and Journeyed to London, a
distance of about miles. Of his do-
upon his arrival there; of how he
muanaged to become an actor and finally
anager of ane of the leading play-
wo in well-ni abyamnal

ings

are

In point of fact, by some
aurious turns of affairs, there seems to
have bheen what might be called 'a
conspliracy of sllencoes*

Shakespeare s mnot alone Iin the
shadow, All of his wonderful contem-
poraries suffered n like faxte—among

Jon=on, Beaumont. Fletcher,

enger I Marlowe Of thesa men
Emerson sald: *“Since the constellation
of Great Men who appenraed in Greece
in the time of Pericles, there was never
any such soclety." Yet at we Aact-
ually know of “these y men of
old"” ¢ d he written label of &
medicine bottle

It has long seemed

to
that so far as Shakespenre {s concarnad,

me, lowevar,
thero has been too ¢
of slily tradition With many impor-
tant facts at hand, whieh cannot be
well sniffed away, most the blog-
raphers have given ear to the tale that
Bhakespears, upon arri in lLondon,
made a precarious (lving holding horses
outslde of the playhouses. This tradi-
tlon geoets short of breaty, wheeczes dis-
Iy when we rond
are. that at the
pradctice of riding
fullen into dis-

iy an acceptancs

of

tima In question *
to theaters hnd entire
u=Ee. Peopla then to th= play by
water, Shakespeare may, ndeed, have
field horges; but that & man of his ca-
pabilities should have been pushed inteo
such & paltry business, geems extremely
uniikely

Acvguaintance Thonght Likely.
It doea not seam to have occurrsad to
anybody inquire whether or no

to

Shakegpenare did ‘not have acqualint-
ances in London o would have glv-
en him rendy assistance ThHhat thore

woas at le
that

*h acquuaintar
itkespeare o

t one
he assisted

5

rival in Londo seems he: the
shadow of a4 doubt. This i= nol a here
theory, one of thoss Incongr us tradl-
tions which sprung up, nobo knows
how, but an incontestable fact,
It muy 8s well be stated here that
Shakespeare's father was Hig Balllfr
y n the Mrst travellng company of
rers visited Stratford; and during
h of 1769 and 1587, the Iatter
year boing the one that Shakespears
laft SBtratford for London—"24 travel-
ing troupea visited the town. Un ar-
rival. It wns the custom for the players
to walt upon the H y Bajlifif and in-
form him “in what nobleman’s service
they wore l-!.‘!'(\].!d-\ That YOUung

Shakespears saw the
and became acguainted

& performonoes
with the actors,

who must hava visited his father's
house, 1z bhevond doubt,
Yet—elght years before Shakespesare

left Stratford
of nbout 300,000
Fleld, son of John
had taken up his

for London,—then a ecity
inhabitants,—Richard
Fiald, a local tanner,
resldence In the me-
tropolis, Richard Field and Willlam
Shakespeare had been plav-fellows at
the Stratford grammar school. ©n ar-
rival in Lonpdon, young Fleld,—on Au-
sust 10, 1579, *put himself at prentis
to orge Byshop, cltizen and statloner
of London for the VII yeres from Mi-
chaelmos next.”” A month later Byshop

placed Filold with “ye sald Vantrollier
10 lenrne ve arte of printing”™ This
Thomas Vantrolller, by the way, was
one of the important printers of Lon-
don eld, the year Shakespeare ar-
rived In the metropeils, became n free-
man, and on Vantrolller’'s death soon
after, married his wildow and succeed-
ed to his buslness as publisher. All of
this ia to be discovered in the “Station-
ers’ Heglsters.”
Scehoolfellow Ix Publisher,

S0, when Willlam Shakespeare left
Stratford, what do we know of him
thut = not mere conjecture? There
was living in London hls schoolfellow,
Richard Fileld, now an important pub-
lish it Is beyvond doubt that he

sady acqualnted, on account of
tha frequent visits to his father's House,
witly all of the important actors of the

JL.ondon stage, George Gresnwood. the
|3 Itsh barrister—w has been at
sreat pains In his weighty book, “The
Sha ; Problem Restated," to

that Francls Bacon was the au-
thor of the plays—=seéems to have scent-
od the important matter of Field and
Shakespeare's frigndsh As it would
ba fatal to his argument to acknowl-
edge that Field and iakespenre were
acqualntances, he Jdism the whole
matter whiffingly in fuese words:
- = iz absolutely nothing to show
Fleld had any acquaintance with,
knowledge of Shakesp "
- is w fathl and oy xus state-
o CGreenwood’'s part, We know
absolutely that Richard Field and Wil-

prove

ssed

Kespoeare were schoolmates at
the Stratforid En aAr school, and we
read In Halllwell-Fhillpa® *“Outlipes™
that at the time of Greene's Lampoon

peare, then in London, that

poet's father was busily engaged
h his niers In appraising the
goods of F s father, Henry Fleld,
tanner of Siratford-on-Avon. surely,
that Richard Fleld and Willilam Shake-
SPOoAre wer school-fellows, and that
when Richard's father dled, Willlam's
father was his execulor, argues Green-
wood absurd when he says that there
ts “absoluytely nothing to show that
Fleld had any acquaintance with or
knowledze of Shakespeare.”

It takes & Baconlan to make a posl-
tive statement that i=s as easily refuted
as that two and two moke five. It
seems, too, beyond reason that Mr,
Greenwood was unaware that Richard
¥Flelg published Shakespeare’'s *“Venus
and Adonin,” ecalled by the poet “The
first heir of his Invention.” Even with-

out the knowledgze that Shakespeare's
poem, “Venus and Adonls,”” was pub-
lished by Fleld, the averment by this
Baconian would not held water., That
voung Shakespeare was Intimately ge-
quiinted with Fleld: that he “hung

about” his printing offlce upon his ar-
rival in London, and met there the ime-
portant literary men of the tlme, seems
ungueastionable. As has been seon,
Field publishead Ehakespeare's first
poem, wWwhich may have bean carried
with him from Etratford. Then, Blade,
in his book, *“Shakespeare and Topo-
graphy,” points out that the author ot
the pianys must have bean Iintimately
acqualinted with topography. Blade,
for instance, points out that In four
lines In “The Winter's Tale” thare ara
five distinct typosraphlical words—
three of which are especially technical.

Richard ¥Fleld was the publisher of
the mo=t Iimportant literary works ot
the time, and =0 his office must of ne-
cessity bhave bdeen frequented by the
leading literary men of the metropolls,
That Shakespeare was at hand was
proved by the faet that Fleld, his school
fellpw, publizshed his first work, and
furthermore that he was intimately ac-
quainted with the printers’ trade. That
Shakospeare was not discreditably en-
gaged about thé theater Is further im-
proved by the fact, that so important a
person ns the Archbishop of Canterbury
sunctioned the publication of *“*Venus
and Adonis’” which was inscribed to so
celebrated a per=on as Lord Bouthamp-
ton, who we well know was warmly at-
tached to the young poet. Suraly,
Shakespeares could not have galned the
good will and patronage of such people
had he been a mere horse-holder about
the thaaters of the day. And what Is
further proof of thils contentlon—that
the young poet was busy at some other

pursult than a mere hitching-post—Iis?

F

the fact that we very soon find him en-
rolled as one of the actors in one of the
leading T.ondon theaters.

cause nobody has taken the trouble
to point out these facts, and Impress
them upon the public mind, the so-
called Shankespearenn schelar has fool-
Ishly accepted absurd traditions, which
should long ago have been laughed out
of court. It is evident, then, that the
life of Shakespeare must be re-written
—unassallable facts taking the place of

£illy tradition and Baconlan flapdoodle.
In the first place, we should have ample
correction of that sickening falsehood,
that the greatest poet of humanity was
the "unlettered son of a rustic butcher."”
Shakespeare was nelther unlettered, nor
was hils father a butcher. Shakespeare's
father descended from a distinzulshed
and honorable family, while his mothear,

Mary Arden, came from an ancient fam-
i1y of knlghte To refer to John Shake-
speare as a “rustiec butcher” s to argue
yourself as being an Ignogamus, or slab_
gided Baconlan zealot

All of these absurdities have been
grist to be ground up In the mills of

L H. SoZherre A5 Pl rirciso P
TB227227 TF The SH st

the greedy Baconiang, The pettifogzing
Greenwood was tho first to see, that to|
acknowledge that Richard Fleld ana
Willlam Bhakespeare ware friends, the

Baconlan theory fell to the ground. And

Greenwood to deny that Field and
ikespeare were intimates Is too pre-
posterous for words to expreass

Fleld's friendship for Shakespeare
hag a greater part b the advancement
of the young poet than doubtless, has

yet been suspected. Take Richard Field
out of Shakespeare's [Ife, and the many
epesdy advancements In his career can-
not be accounted for. It seems beyond
question, that,when Shakespears Jleft
Stratford, probably with “Venus and
Adenis” in his pocket., he went at once
to his old =chool fellow. Even though
hs <iid not, which Is unlikely, ha was not
long in gaining the good will of his
fellow Stratfordian. That Fleld influ-
enced Shakespedare's musie is proved by
the fact that he was Loe publisher of
“Plutaref’s Lives,” from which Shake-
speare derived many rich dramatic ar-
Eo=ies,

Curiously enough, Field’s shop was
located in Black{rlars where also were
the players who, when theéy appeared at
Stratford, must have called at the poet's

home to secure the right to play in the

| village. Among these players was
Richard Burbage, later & partner of
Willliam Shakespeare’s In the Globe
Theater.

E.H.SOTHERN REPLIES TO
“TRUE BLUE BACONIAN™

Actor Who Believes Shakespeare Wrote ‘‘Shakespeare’’ Advances More
Arguments in Answer to One Who Credits Francis Bacon.

S‘\:\' FRANCISCO, Cal, Jan. 30,—(To

tha tor.)—My attention  has
just been called to a letter In
The Oregonian, In whieh your corre-

spondent, “True Blue Baconian,” pro-
pounds a number of questions to me in
re Lhe Shakespeare-Bacon controvarsy.
“T'rue Blue Beconian" may rest his
soul In peace In one particular—I shall

on

not treat him with discourtesy. The
worst that need be sald of him is what
Dr. Furnivall replied to one of Hhis
kKind: “Some men are born color blind
and cannot dJdistinguish tints; those
must be born color blind that eannot

distinguisl -
I shall re
in order:
1, Lord Macauiay prociaimed Bacon a
gErent poet. Is this not significant?*
l.ord Muacaulay's opinion would be
Bignificant were It that his opinion on
the subjeet might be accepted as of
value. One of the truest things that
was evar sald of Macaulay was this:
“Everybody reads, everybody admires,
but nobody belleves Mr. Macaulay.” In
Lord Bacon's works there will ba found
o number of translations of the Psalms.

Bacon from S
to tho

hakespeare.
various qgquestions

These transiations are little elze than
crude and cilumsy doggerel. Here, for
instance, are the first four Iines of

Bacon's translation of the First Psalm:

“Who never gave the wicked reed
A ¥ylelding asnd attentive ear;

Who never sinners’ paths dld tread,
Nor sat him down in scorner’s chair.”
Can “True BElua Baconian,” in the

warmth of hils fervor, Imagine for an

instant that these varses ever came
from the pen of Willlam Shakespeare?

2. “Is It not a fact that Shakespeare
was unknown to the*people of his own

time except as a player—not as a
poet?

No. Shakespeare was known not
only as & player, but as a poet. Proof
positive of this fact is found Imn a
play ealled "“The Pllgrimage to and
Return From Pernas=sus,” printed In

1606—10 years before Shakespeare dled.
In this play there Is introduced Kempe
uand Burbage, two of Shakespeare's
playera. The following dlalogue 1s put
into thelr mouths:

‘Burbage—A Iittle teaching will mend
their faults, and it may be, besides,
they will ba able to pen a part.”™

“Kempe—Few of the university pen
plays well; they smell too much of
that writer, Ovid, and talk too much
of Progerpina and Juplter., Why, here's
our fellow Ehakespeasre puts them all
down, aye. and Ben Jon=on, too, _Oh,
that Ben Jongon is a pestllent fellow!
He brought up Horace giving the poets
a pill, but our fellow Shakespsare hath

given him a purge that made him
bewray his credit.,” »
I think that our friend, the *“True

Blue Baconlan,” will adnrit that thisas

passage sorves to identify Shakespeare,
the player, as being Shakespsaare, the
poat.

4. “Is it not a faect that the only
books In Stratford at the time of

Shakespeare were chained to tables In
noblemen’s houses, and so Shakespeare
could not have had access to them
Statement Declared False.

This statement s entirely untrue.
From 1564 to the time of S8hakespeare's
death, iIn 1616, there were over 700
printers and publishers In the city of

London, all turning out books and
pamphlets, Books at that time were
rélatively cheap and England flooded

with them. This question might well

be called an “aberation from the path
of accuracy.” Our friend ia at least
100 years out of the way In his eal-

cuiation,

4. “"What significance do you give to
the fact that Shakespeare was not
mentioned in any blography of . hils
time ™

I give no slgnificnnce to this rfact,
and for the reasson that there werse
no biographies written during Shake-

spenre’'s time In which he could be
mentioned.

The first blographical collection in
English was Fuller's *“Worthles of
England.” This book was begun In
1643 and issued In 1662, and in it

Shakespeare ls given prominent men-
tlon. The data may be accepted as be-
ing authentic and, for the rea=on, that
Fuller was able to converse with at
least two actors who had been mem-
bers of Shakespeare's company: with
Sir Willlam Davenant, who had known
the poet as a chllid, and. with Thomas
Heywood, a contemporary dramatist,
But this does not mean that Shake-
speare was not mentioned during his
time. I would suggest that our friend,
the “True-Blue Baconlan,” should in-
spect Hupghes' "“The Pralse of Shake-
speare.” He wlill then, hereafter, be
saved from asking, at lesst, one foollsh
question less,

6. "Is !t possible that a butcher's
Eon of 24 could have written the son-
nets attributed to Shakespeare?’

Not only possible, but very lkely.
Cardinal Wolsey was a butcher’'s son,
s0 also Michael Drayton. Ben Jon-
son worked as a bricklayer and Mar-
lows, & shoamaker, Keats, was nn
apothecary's boy and PFrancis Thomp-
son & street-crossing sweeper in Lon-
don.

6. "SBhakespesare gave his second
best bed to his wife—can you ‘marry
this to his verse? ™

Our Baconian friend has esvidently
not taken the trouble to read Bacon's
will for, oddly enough, Franclas Bacon
gave his first best bed to hizx servant,
Stephen Palse.

~ 7. "“That Bhakespeara wrote his

—r—
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name in saveral ways—=fourteen Iin fact ners, to call anybody an ldlot. But the|suthor of ths plays attributed to )
—1a indicative of fllitericy.” point is that Ralph Waldo Emerson |Shakespeare? Y ‘l-
It does not indleate anything of the | W28 not a Baconlan, Some dishonest Our “True-Blue Baconlan" is here
sort, for It was, strangely, a habit of |Person ‘h:iii {[LI'.(-EII a K-Lrb]:_';llh gentencs | woefully at fault. It is generzlly ac-
the time, 1If Shakespeare Is to be|L'90 Emerson's famous “Bulogy of |knowledged that James Spedding knew
branded as llliterate on this account, | Shekespeare” and attempted (0 make |more of Bacon and his works than any
what about the other .great men of his|'t @Ppear that he doubted Shakespeare|man who evs lived, Spedding w
time? Marlowe's name occurs in 10| W28 the author of “"“1'151.“-‘-- I would |ghallenged by Judge Holmes Lo repls S —
different spellings; Gascolgne's in 19; 3‘3‘15,';' ouy r"l‘\“‘ll‘ “True-Blus Baco- |to his book, “The Authorship of
Percy's In 27, and Jonson's In various BAen); to read _:h.':. e:::s'uy h:.:. Emerson, | Shakespeare.” In thls book Judes Ease Stiff. Sore Joints and Mus-
formsa. Sir Walter Ralelgh epelled his "']"‘:h will be fonud in his “Represen- | folmes undertakes to demonstrate !h.-?’ 4 )
naune Rauley, Raulelgh, Raleghe and -mwc ':"It-mr'.c.: Baeon and Shal are's | Willlam Shakespeare did not, and that| cles—Makes Pains and Back-
Raleigh, Sir Phillp Sidney and Ed- . 2 o 4 Shakespe: Francls Bacon di write the plays, | <
monngpenser \I.'t!t‘n_lpgullty i_;f the same style the same? _ Spedding muade the following reply: ache Prompt’ly Vanish,
crime of [iliteracy. It positively 1s 'not. Shakespeare “I have read your book on the uu- =
8. “Would Francla Bacon, as Lora |2ften mixes his metaphor and crowds thorship of Shakespeare tafthfu to =
Chancellor of England, be likely to hi=s il]!{:::a‘ns In o way that Bacon never |the and. I must declars — y¢
put his name to a stage play?” -1.1.-'I_ :'-.l:‘nnl_'spizn_'.[- never wrote in the|gn)s uneonvinees but . -
Quite true: only Bacon did not be- |[/T8t person. Bacon almost  always | Asking me to belleve that as |
come Lord Chancellor until two years |9id. It is evident that our friend, thelthe author of these dramas e |
after Shakespeare was dead. Bscon, |.Lrue-Blue -onian,” has mnot read lasking me to bellsve that rd |
however, was sent Into retirement in |F rancis n‘]‘.(:‘" s works. Can he im- |grougham was the author of 1y |
1621, having been found guilty of agine that Shankespeare was the author Dicken's novels. but Thaclks _I‘
trenson. Then was the time for him to [9f the following, to be found In the|sng of Tennyson's poems be
have acknowledged the authorshlp of |WTitings of Bacon: . = there were any reason «for suppo
the plays. He dled 10 wyears after ___“”‘-}‘"5 cannot hurt kings. that somebody elua was e real n
Shakespeare, and never n whisper or l"h-.- r"‘h_“"““' ["Illlf"hlt'.:-:’ anything | thor, T think [ am in a 8] tion to so
# suggestion that he had anything to |C8USES L Eweet smell. that, whosver it waus (it wns Vot
do with the sonmets—Lucrece—or the | "EEES lald In the full of the moon | gBucon.” '
plays=, br'_":"l better birds." I trust that I huve replied to True- |
8. "It is mot llkely that Ben Jon- “Bracelets made f""'”l‘_ snakes are |Blue Baconlan In o manner that will |
son was bribed into silence? good for curing cramps ! not be a jar to hls gentler fesllings. |
It 18 the most unlikely thing in the “The skin of the woll might cure the |1 trust that I have convineed him of
world. Nothing on earth could ever|©0l¢ Dbecause the wolf has a good dl-|his errors and that hereafter, we mav
keep Ben Jonson qulet. zestion. count upon him as one of our enthusi- | ;
10, “If Ralph Waldo Emerz=on was “True-Blue" Held in Error. aslte Shakespearenns
& Baconlan, do yoo think It fair to 12. "Is it not a fact that all the F. H. SOTHERN.
call us idiots?” great students of Bacon's worl have =
I do not think it fair. or good man- |been of the opinion that he was the Kangan has 275,000 women voters
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