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EDISON AS A MINOR FPHOFHET,
Mr, Edison is treating himself this
Winter to a vacation In Florida. The
pccasion is notable because viacations
are rare with the great inventor. He
ents little, sleeps less and seldom stops
His playTellows on the Flor-
Burroughs and

te play.
ida trip are John
Henry Ford, both excellent outdoor
men, who will eatech enough fish to
feed the party even If Mr., Edison lets
all his Lites get away, as he doubtless
will. Just before setting out he gave
an interview to a representative of the
Independent in which he discussed
most of the toples that interest the
world just now. Naturally he began
with the subject nearest to his own
Beart, that Of Inventlons. The most
important one of the year 1913 he be-
lleved wis the method of manufac-
turing ammonin from nitrogen and
hydrogen, This Is & great boon to the
woarld becmuss it solves the problem
of cheap plant food. Ammonia Is
organic nitrogen, without which vege~
tation cannot thrive. The mnatural
sources of this essantial to clvilization
will be exhausted in & few years and
an artificlal supply hos long been
sought. Methods of synthetiziug or-
ganlc nitrogen products from the
chemionl elements have been known
for some vears, but thay have been
almeost prohlbitively expenzive. The
fiew Invention promises to rendar the
process cheap and rapld, so that the
worid may feel reasonably certaln of
a continued food supply.

Among the factors which have con-
tributed to make nitrogenous fertiliz-
ors cheap is the use of water power.
For many purposes this is the least
costly source of snergy now known.
The cataract generates elsotricity,
which in turn serves to combine the
chemical elements and produce the
fertilizing ammonia. Were some less
oxpansive source of energy at our
command, the process might be still
furthier cheapened, Mang have {mag-
ined that such a source of energy awill
be found in the atoms 1t is well
known that when the radium atoms
bhreak up they set free enormous quan-
titdes of energy. Perhaps some way
will be dixcovered to capture this val-
uable product and set it to work. Mr.
Edlson thinks some such thing may
possibly be accomplished, but he is
not too sanguine. *““No one can pre-
dict,”” he says. '"“There are enormous
possibllities.”” Others, more ardently
hoperunl, expect (o s=ee the energy of
radium utllized before & great while,
They also belleve that other atoms
can be broken up and made to yleld
limitless storea of worklng power.
While we are waltlng for thig grand
vigtory over mature, Mr, Edison thinks
something may be galned by utilizing
the heat of the sun In desert reglions.
Many have tried to do this, but the
fallures have been many and the sue-
cesses few,

The diMeculty is to conecenirate
enough of the sun's heat rays to pro-
dyce apn efficiently high temperature.
Hngines of "“from twenly to thirty-
horsepower'" are now work In Ari-
#ona and Africa, deriving all thetr
power directly from the sun. This {5
not mueh, perhaps, but it s a begin-

ning, and nobodsy can tell what it may

lead to, Another source of energy lles
In the deep and thin veins of coal
which it does not pay to mine. Mr.
dison. thinks they can be fired as
thery le in the ground. The gas
formed by the eombustion can be
caused to generate electricity at the

mouth of the mine, and thus the en-

ergy of the coal can be utilized at
great distances, Setting the world on
fire 1o Keep our machinery running
appears llke a fearful expedient, bhut
L may become necessary when more
Acvessible fuel grows scarce. Some
speculative genluses have suggested

tapping the internal heat of the earth
to farnish power, but Mr. Edison sees
Hitla promise in the project at pres-
ant, It may be made to pay some
time, whon our coal is all gone, but at

presenit we can obtaln power more
profitably from other sources.
We ecan virtually {necrease the

world's supply of energy, Mr. Edison
suggests, by stopplng waste, It is a
matter of common knowledge that by
far the greater part of the energy of
the coal eonsumad in our furnmces is
lost. Probably as much as 90 per
«ant of it, on the whole, goes to waste.
If this deplorable leak could be
stepped the world’a coal supply would
e multiplied In practice elght or nine

timea over The longest step  over
taken In (his dirvectlon was the inven-
tion of the Internal combustion ern-
Rine, which., when at the arme of its
efficlency. utilizes pretty nearly the
whole of the energy of it= fupel, Hence
it would be a greal economy to con-

vert conl into gas and then generate
all our working power In gzs angines.
Very lkaly thix= will be done zooner
o Jater. Bui fuel, az Mr. Edison re-
minds us, is not the only commeodity
which the world recklessly wastes,
Inventive genius s another and per-
haps far more valugble Kind, Many
writers have told us lately that in-

ventors seldom get the just revward of
their toll. Mr, Edison takes much
the same view of the matier. *“BEvery
new thing s resisted.,” he says, It
takes vears for the Inventor to get
people to lsten to him and years more
hefore L can be i{ntroduced and when
1t s introduced our beauntiful laws
and coourt procedure are used by
predatory commerclalism to ruin the
inventor.” If this is true we can
hardly expeact our mechanical genfuses
o devote themselves very ardently to
the service of gociety,
Mr. FRdizon helieves
would be improved if “‘methods of
eourt procedure were changed and
the courtz realized that men wha
make inventions canmetl by the very
nature of thinges b2 business men fa-
miliar with its merciless code. They

conditions

should take this [nto consideration
and protect him.” This sounds rea-
=onable.  Inventors and other eccen-
tric genfuses have polt enjoved much
cansideration hersfofore elther from
the conrts or any other established in-
stitution, at least until they became
rich and fumous. Al future soclal
progress depends more or less directly
upon such men as Edison and his fai-
low laborers.. If we are wise In our
goneration we shall cherish them
more tenderly than pearls and dia-
monds, butl ths chances are thiat wa
shall continue to let muany of them
perish in misery just azs we alweys
have.

HIGH LIVING.

Some friend sends to The Oregonlian
a newapaper clipping, purporting to
be a1 advertisement of an Ohlo gro-
cer, and actually being a printed and
frultful ssrmeon on the high cost of
living. Says the putstive grocer:

Eome of you peopls give me a pain about
the high cost of living. TYou don't know
any more about It than my kid, D months
old. 1 have the most up-to-date poultry
farm in the country. I have the best-lay-
Ing siruin of hens in the country. 1 employ
the best men that money can hire. It costs
niA nearly 82 a4 domen to produce fresh oEEs
Wt the preaent time. T charge you about
one-fourth of the amount, yet you say 1
am_ robbing you. I'm selllng your strictly
fancy Florids oranges at 15 and 10 cents
a doxen. The poor farmer that ralssd tham,
after paying for the plcking and packing,
kels about 10 cents n box The rallroad
company gets the balunce TYou rush aver
lo 1le opera-Bouse, pay $2 for a seat,
Lo mee somo chickens and old hens show thelr
legs and shapes. That s all right. You
rush down to the milllnery stape, pay about
§20 for m hat, the first cost of which s
about $3; that's all right; you g4t a sweli
hnt., You pay $00 for n chiffon dress, noth-
Ing to it I can put It In my overcoat
pocket, but it's the style—it's al} riglit. But
when it comens to something to cat—you have

B fit. Take mny advice—take care of your
stomacly.
One profound economist has a

theory that the high cost of Hying is
due to the increased gold production.
Another senrches the world over for
a suitable abstraction, hnd winds up
with the saplent conclusion that it is
the middleman. A third ecasts a
contemplative and troubled eys on
the race between the natlons for
Freater mnavies and more efficlent
armies, and concludes that the waste
of human energsy and worldly capital
in preparation for war is the real
cause. Along comes then a meodern-
school statistician, and he thinks it is
due to shorter hours of labor with In-
creased wages, and diminlshed ef-
fleleney. Another 1s sure that the un-
equal distribution of wealth, due to
a faulty and diseriminative economic
system, is the root of ths trouble. So
it goea, with all kinds of phrase-mal-
Ing definitions of world-wide causes
and sclentifle judgments on perfectly
obvious facts.

The Ohio grocer knows why It Is
and what has done it. The high cost
of living is fu the main due to the
hizh cost of high living by Individuale
and by states and nationa,

THEY ENOW NO BETTER.

The theory that women fall into im-
morality in consequence of the Jlow
winges pald in storee and offices re-
ceéived another blow from the hEv.
chological laboratory” réeport of Dr,
Anna M. Dwyer, physician of the
Morals Court in Chicago. She states
Bs follows the occupations Elven by
759 women of the underworld:

General housework
Waltreasca

ILaundresses s mraiiie
Clerks or cawhlers ..

MAanieurs . ....ceesns s
BOTUD WOMON «uicmeussiainss
Without ocecupstion

The sasmall proportion of clerks,
cashiers and stenographers disposes of
the theory that the wages pald in

those occupations are the chlef cause
of women's downfall. The most fre-
quent cauge is Indlcated by the stute-
ment that two-thirds of the avomen
examined were mentally defective. In
other words, they lacked the moral
sénse or the moral strength to remain
chaste, or they lacked understanding
to reslize the consequences of being
unchaste. The remedy for the great
majority of cases of prostitution ia not,
therefore, & minimum wage, but an
industrial home, where women may be
protected ugalnst their weakness until
their mental powers and moral sense
have been developed to the point
where they can resist temptation, and
where they may be instructed in the
means of eerning an honest living.
Prostitutes In general should be
treated neither as eriminals nor as vie-
tims of the present sconomic =yvstem,
but as mental! defectives who have
Bone wrong because they lacked sense
to keep In the right path. Some among
them are criminals or have been driv.
an to unchastity through dire poverty,
but they ara exceptions and should be
treated as such., Some, too, are nat-
urally licentlous and would no sooner
be Hberated than they would return to
thelr former life. The best that can
be done with them is to heal them
when sick and to prevent them from
spreading those deadly diseases which
ire common among them.

A HISTORIC PARALLEL.

That i= happening In the FPhillppines
which always happens when one lead-
er of a politieal party promises or en-
courages hope of more than other
leader=s promise. The most extreme
pPromises are interpreted as binding
the party. Qualifying phrases are
overlooked and immediate fulfllment
of a promise {5 expected, which In the
very nature of things must take & con-
siderable time to carry out.

Delegate Quezon, having been cred-
ited with procuring the appointment
of Governor Harrison, had apparently
been seized with megalomanian and
Imagines that he had only Lo demand

transfer of the Government to the
educated minority and It would be
granted. Careful reading of President

Wilisen's address to Congress shows
thet he hie no such intention, though
the action which he has permitted Mr.
Harrison to take shows that the Prosie
dent Intends to expedite greatly the
substitution of Filipino for American
rule. But Imperialist hotheads like
Representative Jones have encouraged
the hope that Mr. Wilaon's hand eould
ba foreed, and Mr. Quezon’s threats
of revolt seem to have the same pur-
pose.

The situation <losely parallels that
which existed In the Transvazl when
Mr. Gladstone acceded to power in
L850. The Boer oligarchy was on the
verge of destruction by the Basutos,
who made war In revenge for slave
refds, and sppealed to the British
Commissloner to annex and save [t.
He complied, the British subdusd the
Basutos and the Boers then demanded
independence. Gladstone assumed
their sham republic to be a reality
and in the campalgn of 1580 con-
demned annexation and sald their de-
mands should be granted. He became
Premler and«the Boers demanded ful-
filment of his promi=e~ When he de-
fayed, they rebelled, Thersupon he
granted them Independence uider a
shudowy sureralnty. From his course

resulted all tt'u blocdshed and devas-

| contract just

Ir in redponse to Mr. "'l
thrests Mr. Wilson should grant im-
mediate independence, wa may expect
even worse conditions than existed in
the Transvaal from 1881 to 1899, Un-
| like the Bocrs, the Fllipinog are not
a nation; they ars a collection of
tribes ranging from savagery to elvili-
zation. These tribes have internecine
quarreils and have not even the bhond
of a common language. The more civ-
llizad Tagalogs and Visayans are ke~
1y to provoke avar by taking &laves
from the mountain savageés,

If we were to grant control of the
Govermment to the cultured Filipinos,
of whom Mr, Quezon s a leader, we
nilght reasonably  expect civil war,
which would be followed by appeals
from the losing party for interven-
tien. 1If we then intervened, the work
of reconstruction would need to begin
all over again and would be fought
with difficulties growing out of our
display of vacillation, 1If we refused
to Intervene, the Islands would prob-
ably sink to the condition of the most
debased Central Ameriean republic
and only our threat of war wounld re-
Btraln some other power from seiging
them.

Thus the men who have made the
loudest professions of friendship for
the Filiplnos would do them the worst
injory,

MORBE ETHICS.

The Oregoninn submits the follow-
ing ‘letter from a Portland engineer
as g contribution to the current dis-j
cusslon of the interstate bridge and
its consulting engineer. It will be
noted thit the writer takes for his text
the interesting subject of “Bthica":

As & consulting enginear of this ecity. In
nowise connected with bridge engincsring
and yet familiar with the othies of oor
profeasion. T can no longer resist muking a
few remarks, as a citizen, rogarding the
signad with Waddeil & Har-
rington for tho enginesring on thoe inter-
state bridge,

It the flrat place it lp decldely unethical
far any engineer who powes zs n “‘conrlting”
engineer, and therefore in & poeition (o
render tmpartial advice to hin cllents, to
own patentz upon or be In anywisé finan-
clally Interested in any of the competing
materials or equipment for any Jjob upon
which he may be perving In a consulting
capacity. This should be evident to any-
one, efnce hisa rocommendation of each of
two types of draw spans, In this instance,
would profit him $15,000 more than the se-
lection of a non-patented type or o type con-
trolled by other partlies. Can anyone be-
lisve that human nature is such as to per-
mit him in this case o render Impartial
Judgment? FEngindering codes of ethles al-
ways eliminnte this condition.

Engineers who practice (n this manner
do not stand upon professional grounds, but
are striotly commercial engineers. who are
not entitied to recognition In a consulting or
advisory canpaeity,

During the recent controversy over
the bridge, the public was edified by
saveral Jofty lectures on ethics from
Mr. Harrington., It would seem that

engineering ethics is a point of view,
& state of mind, or a condition of
pocket, dependent altogether on

whether you get the contract.

The bridge contriact finally signed
was determined as to compensation on
the basis of a bld by another engineer,
Mr. Modjeskl. That gentleman, it
seems, by his offer fixed the standard
of engineering service to be rendered,
So the bridge board rejected Modjeskl
and closed with Waddell & Harrington
on the Modfeski flgure. More ethica,

WILSON'S THEORY IN PRACTICE.

Woodrow Wilson is the first among
Presidents to have dellberately ex-
pressed his opinion of the Presidency
long before he could have had more
than a vague hope of filiing the office.
That opinlon was contained in the
Blumenthal lectures at Columbia Uni-
versity, dslivered jn the Winter of
1807-8, It was a purely academiec
opinion, for lie had not yet become an
active politician, The New York
Evening Post publishes an articla
summarizing the views he expressed
and comparing Mr, Wilson's practice
with his theory. It will be interest-
ing to carry the comparison further
ind to continue it as his policy and
methods develop.

AMr. Wlison, at the ‘time of deliver-
ing his lectures, held the Presldency
to be swvhat the man holding the office
“hag the force and sagacity to make
it.”* The PFresident can hecome the
leader of the Nation and the leader
of his party. Mr. Wilson thought that
only "“by Incapaclty or lack of per-
gonal force can he escape being lead-
er of his party, because he i{s at once
the chofce of the party and of the
Nation." The Post says, giving the
substance of what Mr. Wilson asald:

He s the party nomines, and the only
party nomines. for whom the whole Nation

votes. . . . He can dominate his party
by belng spokesmman for the real sentiment

and purpose of the eountry . . . ¥
giving the pountry at oncea the Informatlon
and the statements of policy which will

enable 1t to form Its judgmentz alike of
partiss and of men. He “has It in his cholce
to he the political lsadar of the Nation. .
& His s the oniy Natlonal volve in af-
falre. . « If he rightly mmterpret the
Natlopal thought and boldily insist upon it
he Is Iirresistible,’* for the imstinct of tha
couniry *"le for unified petlon and it craves
a ningles leader'

The President he described as *‘the
unify¥ing power in a complex system,"
which Includes not only the three de-
pertments of Government, but the
powers divided between Nation and
states and the conflicting interests of
sections of thea country and groups of
opinion. His success depends on the
kind of relationship he can esteblish
with publie opinion and his highest
task s to become its diviner and
spokesman and to facllitate [ts trans-
lation into effective actlon, says the
Post. Mr. Wilson even said: “A Presai-
dent whom the country trusts can not
only lead it but form it to his own
views,"” recognizing the Constitution as
a “vehicle of Jife and #is spirit always
the spirit of the age."

Mr. Wilson sald the President was
at liberty to “l2ad the houses of Con-
gress by persuasion,” not *“to domi-
nate them by authority.” The personnal
foree behind his messages is great, for
“the whole country rends them and
feels that the wwriter speaks with an
authority and & responsibllity which

the people themselves have given
him."” As means of influencing Con-
grees he rejocts bargaining as to ap-
pointments or measures, as well as ar_
bitrary acts,

The President has realired his econ-
ceptlon of leadership by his overmas-
tering Influence with Congress, and
the reésult appears in the tariff snd
currancy laws. He has succensfylly
gauged and madeé himself the spokes-
mun of pablle opinion and therefore
Congrexs has been unable to resist
him. As he has thus proved himself
a capable leader of the Nation, the
Democrats could not escape following
him asz leader of thelr parls. The
movements of great corporations and
bankers tn make their peace with the
Government prowe that they see in
him pubii: oplnlon unified In one
person. Had he fafled rightly to
gauge public opinion, the Nation
would have rejected him as {18 lezdér,
and "his party would soon have done
Hkewlse. So long as he reads the
public mind aright, he will be irre-
siztible. -

tation of the Boer war of 1899 to 1901. | practice in

Mr, Wilson has put his theory ‘in

',
-

making of ap 'ments. He sald in
1908 that the President was “the most
heavily burdened officer in the world™
and he suggested as a means of relief
“without shirking any rea! responsi-
billty"* that “appeintments should be
made more and more upen the advice
and cholce of his eéxecutive col-
leagues”” Almost his first act on as-
suming office was to reler all callers
on matters of patronage to the heads
of departments. His Cabinet officers
have' been required to shoulder re-
sponsibility, and Mr. Bryan. in par-
ticular, must bear the blame for re-
¥iving the spoils system in the dip-
lomatic service, and Mr. Burleson for
the same course in the postal service.
Mr, Wilnon has taken a hand in filling
the higher diplomatic posts, but in
the main has kept himself free to deal
with the larger probleme. His =ue-
cess s0 far in dolng so vindicates the
wisdom of this polipy.

The Presldent has taken direct con-
trol of the Mexican affair in harmony
with the opinion he expressed six
yvears ago that *“the initiative in for-
eign affairs which the President pos-
spases without any restriction what-
ever is virtaally the power to control
them absolutely.” He has correctly
read public opinion s= opposed to
armed intervention and as desiring to
eee genuine democracy prevail in
Latin Amerlca, but he has run great
riek of being deserted by the peopie.
when he Intervenes so actively but so
Ineffecutally that he leaves no alter-
native to Natonal humilistion except
armed Intervention. Does he hope in
this affair not only to lead the coun-
try but to “form it to his own view"?
If so and if he should suceed, his glory
will be the greater; If he fall, the
shame will all be his, for it will be of
hiz own making.

WOREEERS AND IDLERS.

The reference by The Orecgonian to
“professional f{dlers"” and ‘*“chronic
ne'er-do-wells” was not intended to
“answer to the thousands of unfortu-
nate men honestly striving in the al-
most hopeless tnsk of finding honor-
able employment."” This In reply to a
complaint from Mr. Isaac Swett,
printed today. It is a strange per-
version of The Oregonian's remarks to
assume that they were designed to be
4 sweeping classification of the unem-
ployed as loafers and triflers,

The Oregonian has distinctly and
repeatedly approved all practicable ef-
fort to aid the worthy workless, but

it has insisied upon & proper disz-
crimination between the deserving
and the undeserving. It was not
able, for exsmple, to support the

quixotle scheme of Governor West to
have the Emergency Board nake an
appropriation of 3$50,000 to create
work on the public roads. It Ia not
sympdathetic with the demand that
employment be glven by the city, on
speacified termes (specified by the job-
hunters). The hungry man takes
work when and where he can get it

But the unemployed are with us,
gnd The Oregonian is In accord swith
Mr, Swett's suggestion that the prob-
letn be studied carefully and that &
golution be found and that every reas-
onable concession be made, and doubt
be resolved, for the man In want eof
work. It must be understood that the
condition is not local but world-wide.
Every American city has had on (ts
handg large numbers of idle men,
Portiand among the rest. ITf they want
work, and will work, they should get
it.

Xeot It may falrly be asxked how
long the state or the city must con-
tinue to care for the unemployed,
merely because they cannot easlly find
private employment. There is a limit
1o the public resources and the public
responsibilpy.

GIVE NEW LAWS A FAIR CHANCE.

Men of all partiez now unite in call-
ing upon the people to glve the new
tariff and currenecy laws & fair chance
and In predicting good resaults from
Fresident Wlison's constructive pro-
gramme. One of the most distin-
gulshed of these 15 John Wanamaker,
who was Postmaster-General under
FPresldent Harrison and who Is noted
as an independent Repyblican. In
speuking at the dinner of the Union
Leéngue at Philadelphla he attributed
Republican defeat to the fact that
“that party was deal, dumb and blind
to the widespread evidence of o deter-
mination to enforce changes In the
tariff corresponding to the Improved
mAachinery and greater skill of Ameri-
can workmen."” He said Mr. Wilson
took office pledged to (arifi revision
and monetary reform and, he contin-
ued:

In leas than one ¥year both tThess Ereat
mdertakings have besn accomplishad. Al
honor to the pergistent Presldent and the
Democratic statesm®n who have mads their
word good.

He pronounced it too early to pass
Judgment with certainty on either of
these laws, but he did not think tariff
changes had affected business seri-
ously. He found the crux of existing
business conditions in the monetary
legisiation and denied it was the
proper function of any government io
do a banking business, expressing a
preference of a central bank man-

aged by bankers and merchants, as
in other couniries, but he aaid:
Now that the bill s = law, there is

nothing to bha galned by pulilng it to pleces,
The bﬁl. ns passad, is a vast !mprovemant
upon the original bl Y belleve it work-
able, bul not bY amateurs.

Mr. Wanamaker sald a stupendous
responsibility restz upon the President
in selecting the members of the Fed-
eral Reserve Board, saying they
should be men “commanding the con-
fidence of not only our own country-
men, but of banking and business
men abroad,” for their tremendons
power will enable them *to hold In
their hands the weal! or woe of the
American people” and therefore the
Board “must be kept absolutely free
from the slightest taint of politics of
any kind, good or bad." He celled
upon good cltizens and publishers of
newspapers “to abstain from criticl=m
and partisanship in discussing a bill
enacted in good faith after long study
by many capable men," He predictad
restored confidence as & result of as-
surances as to the President's atti-
tude townrds corporations and he con-
cluded:

The man sees nothing bat  dls-
ahstes uhead i= not & true American. 1
have no Tear of any serjous unwettloment of
business or any long disturbance of pros-
perity. We have Jots of room In this coun-
try for eourage, anergy. and enterprisa but
there is no room of roason for a panic. What
the President wants and what tha ceuntry
wanls are strong men, unselfigh and broad-
vigloned, who sres able to help him and his
Cublnet to lead the way. ?hu motto for
the New TYear i, “Don’t be blue.'” 4

These worda of @ representativs,
succeseful business man in regard to
the work of a President to whom he
Is politically opposed are worth tak-
ing &8s a guide by every man. We must
give the men at the head of affairs
credit for good work done and must
take it a8 a pledge that thelr foture
work will alsc be goad. The confi-

dence thus teposed should insplre

whio

confidence to go forward with our

If each
we shall

do lﬂl:wﬁ in this way,

hasten prosperity. >
-

-~ W WHOSE INTEREST?

It is pssoried in & latter from a
Bend contributor published today that
the new tax law was not formed for
the people’s henefit, but must have
been drawn in the Interest of the
bankers and note-shavers,

We cannot qulte agree swith the
Etatement. The higher the penalties
for delay in tax paymenis the mors
Hkelihpod s there that the taxpayer
will borrow money from the banker
or note-shaver before the day arrives
in which penaltles begin to ruon.

As compared with the old law the
new act actually lowers the penaliies
imposad for fha first five months
after the day taxes become dus and
payable. If the taxpaver whose re-
ceipt calls for $150 paid nothing until
the expliration of five monthe from the
first Monday in April, the penaities
and interest amounted to $22.50 un-
der the old law. Under ths new law
the penalty in such instences {= §7.50.

The former law, taking into account
the 3 per cent rebats, enabled the tax-
payer 10 borrow his taxes on March
15 at § per cent for six months and
gave practically the entire penalty and
interest charges imposed by the state
on delilnquency. For the §150 taxpayer
this saving amounted to about $21
ufter deducting the intersest on his
note. The same taxpayer, If he bor-
rows today for five months at § per
cent, saves 32.50 over what he would
pay If he let his taxes run.

These figures, however, have to do
only with the inducements offered the
taxpayer to borrew by tha two laws,
and reveal slmply a present condition
where it |s almost as economical for
one to make the state, rather than
the private Institution, his banker.
How the law affects the individual Is
another matter.

If A, who pays $150 in taxes, bor-
rowed in time to géet the 3 per cent
rebate under the old law, the principnl
and Interest of his note at six months
at 8 per cent would have been
$151.52. At present if he borrews for
six months at 8 per cent his total of
principal and interest on the same
amount of taxes will be $1568. From
the standpoint of the man who can
and would borrow hils tax money the
new law Increases his bBurden of tax-
atlon as result of abolishing the re-
bate, but prradoxically a= It may
seem, the Inducement to borrow is
less undeér the later statute. On the
other hand the man who cannot or
wiil not borrow avill find a saving un-
der the new law if he lets his taxes
run for five months. In such case
the saving is Just 10 per cent on the
totai tax paid by him as compared
with the former law:

NEW LIGHT OXN ANDREW JOHNSON.
in the seventh and [ast volume of
@lz *“History of the United States,"

Jamyes Schouler undertakes the diffi-
cult task of rehabiliteting the repu-
tation of Andrew Johnson. It is made
all the more difficult by the fact that
Rhodes In his history returns an un-
favorable verdict upon thée man who
succeeded Lincoln in office. The
latter historian frankly declares that
“of all men In public life it I= difri-
cult to conceive of anyone so |ll-fitted
for the dellcate work of reconstruc-
tion."”” He establishes a certaln pre-
conception against Johnson by dwell-
ing uwpon his humble birth and low
breeding and ends by "stamping him
as an egotist and braggart.” Rhodes
quotes coplously from the “‘baleony
speeches” in whieh Johnson was at
hls worst and “more than insinuates
that he was under the influence of
liguor” during many of his extraor-
dinary delilverances, He condemns
Johngon for beginning his Presidency
by encouraging Bumnear and the rad-
icals, while later on he lurched over
to conservatism of the maost uncom-
promising sort. TFinally, In Schouler's

opinion, Rhodes errs by blaming
Johnson for his firmness under 4ifri-
culties, stigmatizing a=s “obstinacy”

what he ought to pralze 3s manly de-
termination.

Whatever one may think of John-
son It seams incongruous to cast his
low birth and lack of fine breeding
in the teeth of an American Presl-
dent. As Schouler points ont in this
connection we make o grentl merit In
Lincoln of the very circumstances for
which his sueccessor s often blamed.
Both Linceln and Johnson came of
Southern “poor white" stock. Lin-
coln had the good fortune to be taken
1o & free state In his early boyhood,
while Johnson was reared in Tennes-
see, where he came In contact with
pro-slavery prejudices of the most
obdurate kind. Lincoln entered pub-
lic Hfe by way of the law, Johnson
through a2 long course of administra-
tive experlences. He wwas successively
Alderman, Mavyor, Representative in
Congress and twice Governor of his
native state. He won National re-
nown as Military Governor of Tennes-
ses, from which position ha passed on
to the Vice-Presidency. As far as ad-
ministrative experience is concerned
he was far better prepared for the
Presidency than Lincoln when he took
office, His 111 success must therefore
be attributed to defects of character
rather than of training. Had he
shown himself adequate to the situa-
tion where fate placed him, the Amer-
fein people womnld esteem him sall the
more for his humble origin, just as
they do Linceoln. But even ss things
turned out, it is an unworthy act on
the part of historians like Rhodes to
reproach him for the hard conditlons
of his vouth.

Johnson was no egolist and, as a
rule, he was far from being a brag-
gurl. It has bean truly a2ajld that In
private conversation he was a greatl
deal more dlscreet than Lincoln, who
=ald amazing things with startling
complacency. now and then., In his
speeches on great publlic occasions
Johnson maintained & high dignity
excellently befitting the Presidency.
It was In his “balcony” speeches that
he seemed to forget the restraints
which prudence would hayve counseled
&nd let himself go to wild extrames.
His active and virulent enemlisas nat-
urally fixed upon thesa utterances as
typical of the man. keeping his more
important speeches in the back-
ground. The stories of Johnson's ad=-
diction to strong drink seem to hava
been grossly exaggerated. Schouler
has profoundly studied the original
documents bearing on the subject.
He has had sccess to all the material
in the Federal archives and alsc to
the Diary of Gideon Welles, which
throws so0 much light on the difficult
days following the closa of Lincoln's
1ife. From these sources Schouler
cong¢ludes that there Is very little
ground for beliaving that Johnson was
habitually a hard drinker. It {s un-
deniable that he was intoxicated when
he took the oath of office as Vice-
President, but never again on any
public oceasion was he under the in-
fluenee of ligquor. His hablts of life

were ab®temious and, except in the

regrettable  “balcony” performances,
e had a becoming sense of the dig-
nity of his office.

In fairness Johnszon ought to be ex-
cused for much of his apparent
inconsistency wWhen he deserted Sum-
near and the radicals, whom he had
supported at the beginning of his Ad-
ministration. They were Lincoln's
friends. As Lincoln's successor under
the most unhappy conditions, he
doubtless felt obliged to uphold as
much ax he could of the policy and
spirit of the great martsr, Sumner
and the other radicals, much as they
often differed from Lincoln in mat-
ters of detall, were his steadfast ad-
herents, so that Johnson naturally fell

into thelr arms when he bscame
President. But he was #@ greater
statesman than any of them. He saw

more clearly what ought o bes done
in the way of reconstruction and he
had far more politic views upon the
subject of negro suffmage. The trend
of public opinfon for the last twenty-
five yearz has been away from ex-
tremista Jlke Sumner and toward
paclfisis of Johnson's school, His
Irenic polley was bevond all guestion
the right policy. A= soon as the s&-
ceded states should have adopted the
anti-slavery amendments and repodi-
ated their war debts, Johnson wished
to leave them {o solve their own
domestic problems, while the radicale
in Congress were determined to force
& system of local relations upon them,
which their souls abhorred. Johneon
wns overruled for the moment, but
with every passing year his wisdom
becomes more apparent and the rfall-
ure of the opposing pollty more mani.
fest. The BSBouthern Stales won by
dint of years of strife what Johnson
would have given them immediatsly,
&nd the negroes have forfelted almost
everywhere by their incapacity the
right of suffrage which was premua-
turaly béstowed upon them. We darc
=ay the verdict of Impartial history
will be malnily with Schouler rather
I'than Rhedes as far as Johnson =
concerned.

The Injunction case aguinst the
Widow Lyle ralses the painful question

whether a bereaved woman has & le-
gal right to make her grief a public
nulsance. This foriorn relict, having

plenty of money, has embalmed her
love for the departed in a chime of
bells, which are rung every quarter of
an hour, to the distress of the neigh-

borhood. Naturally an injunction is
sought agalnst her nolsy woe It does
spem as If she might find some less

bolsterous way to grieve. The dear de.
parted left her $20,000,000, but Is it
necessary on that account for her to
drive all her nefghbors crngy ?

Men often remain bachelors becauxe
women are spendthrifts, says an edu-
cator. True enough., The poor fel-
low's flancee drives him =0 hard that
he can't get enough ahead Lo pay for
I geremony.

A Los Angeles woman stepped from
an aeraplane §50 feet in the alr and
landed safely by means of an aero
life preserver. That's another big vic-
tory in thé conguest of the air.

Personglity is to count 25 per cent
hereafter in Californla Clvil Service
gxamination, personality 10 be de-

termined by oral questions, Glvees the

hot alr artlst a chance.

By edict ofthe Archbishgp of Paris
those who dance the tango mitst do
penance. L'nwillilng husbands who
dance the tango feel that they have
already done penance.

Constitutionalists are carefully
keeping llguor from Indian allles. But
give poor Lo a few jolts of flrewater
and he'll run the Federals into the =ex
before sundown.

The oldest mall carrier has just re-
tired after having covered 360,000
miles and ecarned $35.000. How would

you like to walk ten miles for n dol-
lar?

A zoo monkey I1s ill from having
edten a buttonhook. Bome of his
ayvolved relatives eut even more In-
digestible articles every day.

Keen dismppointment is felt among

all lovers of gyvmnasties that Paderow-
gki didn't pause here long enough to
wreck a couple of planos.

Admirals and Vice-Admirals for our
Navy are urged as a crylng need. Het-
ter too few than too many of these

glit-laden dignitaries,

An Illinois woman captured a burly
burglar sihgle handed. Up-to-date
burgliars keep away while there's a
woman in the house,

Let us trust that, refreshed by a

Lfine wvacation, President Wilson will
take a firmer hold on our forelgn
relations.

Chehalis Is planning an expensive

water svstem awhich will give the town

pure water. No wiser investment can
be made.

The oldest commercial traveler will
retire eafter 58 years. Even the
staunchest digestion cannot last for-
ever.

Wall strect bears are unable to af-
feect stock prices. The fangs have
been drawn from poor old Wall street.

Eventually, at moving time, we will
need only put a couple of parcel post
stamps on the household affects.

As Commander-In-Chief of the mili-
tia why should the Governor submit
to even technical arrest?

Apples caused the downflall of Van-
couver thieves. Bananas more often
bring this about.

It is announced thut
aro to be even bolder.
are too bold.

Parls styles
They already

Hold your breath! Professor Taft
and Dr. Eliot have had a difference
of opinion.

With a few erasures the directory
may yet do for a baliot at the coming
primaries.

A Ei, Louls man wants u hand to
play at his funeral, Ragtime or
dirges?

Promoter Lyman's deszire to Jdevote

his life to philanthropy occurs a little
iate.

Michigan may Impose 4 tax on cop-
per. Anvthing to cop the coppers,

Iowa Progressives decline fusion.

Must prefer defeat.

About time for Dame Rumaor 19 ac-
cept Huerta's resignation again.

Gleams Through the

By Denn Colllus,

0l

So wea B _4 s

The P -
(A Vancouver woman has found, by use
of the padometur, that she walks more than
17T miles dully at her housswork.)

They tell the tale of the crooked man
Who hobbled & crooked mile:
But I am Impelied, as the story I scsn,
To smnile a sardonical smile,
And soribbls a fine
Puadomeltrical lins
In pralwe of the housewife who made
A resord In walking,
The which—no use talicing—
Futs his record far and away in the shads.

Mymelf I rated a walker stouf,
In days of my sarlier youth,

The time thet in hallways and round about
1 escorted a flerce aching tooth.

Hut fur though my fool

Went hurrying (leet,

That distance is scant and foriorn
Compured to the one
The houmewife has done

While getting the boarders their breakfast

sach morm.

Weston, I've heard, has a record strong,
And Emnls has walked a bit
And othars have rambled both far snd long
Fo maks a pedeatrinn hit;
():l_.enr;r'l a stoul nedal
Wins many & medal
_ AR over tha country Ne bdlows,
But, Danny O'Lenry,
Your record looks dreary
Compared to ths record thm housckesper
shown
The suffragist biker is known to fame
For many a gallant walk:
The papers puhiish her fmce and name;
We fall for the line of her taik,
Bul, suffragist hikers
You're shown up as plkers,
For wa have receivasd the amsurance
That the medal for il
fFhould certalnly rall
To the housewifs for distunce and sposd
und endurance,
-

“Ungrateful son!
married an helress!
take Instead,
stage?™

“Father, I cannot
the noble young man.
vate the drama.”

M

You might have
Then why did you
this chorus girl, off the

tell a le" said
“1 did 1t to ele-

L] -

Fossing it On.
There 1s a man in our town
And he fs full of prunes;
He hna o rusty phonograph
And never changes t(unes.
—Cincinnatl Enquirer.
Thers s a man In our town,
Who's even worse than that;
He's teaching tangn danecing on
The floar above our fiat
—Chicago Record-Harald.

There ia & man in our town—
A friend I do believe—
Wha toots the sliphorn on our fioor,
From morn _to dewy eva,
—Né¢w York Evening Sun.

There i & man in our town:
A ruffian sure (s he
He sleops out Ioud and through his
nione,

Across the hall from me.
. v .

Having read last weelk's series about
the Prohibitionist who declined to drink
the water because it hnd been “pipaed,”
W. E. M. suggests the following
dition:

I toek himy on
Thought there he'd eat
But no—for he began to
And erfed: ““The ‘ship
All of which
ally

nl-

the dary “*Piftin'";
a blie.
s iffie

in Uight.””

Wi¢ pecount us diabolle-

ship

clever,

Solemn  Thought.

hand wtill dates -1010."

With rage [ choks about

Becnuse, exch time. some Ivor

Gets off e annukl joke about
- = -

My
i,

Hean
i

The new asterold, named by
tronommers "Albert.”
in hiding from thelr sight. St it
might waorse, for they could have
named him Clarence or even Ethelbert.
- -

If Burns Elved in Portland.
man may dig abhopt Lhe pave,
Himg lanterns u and a* thal;
Pedestrians may rant sand rave—

A Firest's 4 sireat, for 4" thuat
For n and a* that,

The msphalt hunks and a* that,

And Beigian blocks and busted rocks—

A streel's o atredt for o' that.

- - .

tho as-

may feesl justified

A

that

“Sir," e2ald the courteous
In glee, "I ean tell you &
aboul the side of sRire—"

“Cut it out!” T sald sternly,
must be in fashlon.™

“At that.,” said the
botween usx, doped out -n Jest*

“Yes, my =on” I replicd, “and
were aa laborious as a vaudeville team
In dolng 1L

“And ‘twas almosi
done.” trumped he.

. .

office boy
gvod story
il
Ywe

¢, 0. b, “we have,

W

ES TRpzed when

Approximate Histors.

35,217 B. C.—Rexginuld Auktoe throws
bia grandfather into a mnest of wila
bees, Medlelnal value of hee stings
In cases . of rheumatism first noted,

25,140 B. C.—Pércy Gnatheel, from
'3 ree-top, drops o rock on Hubert
Beartooth and elopes with the widow,
originating the saying: "None but the
brave deserve the falr,’”’

2483 B, C.—Dlscontent arises over the
contracts on the Tower of Babel., First

mass meeting of taxpayers held and
work on structure hailted

1065 A. D.—Godfrey de Boplllen and
others arrange scries of Cook's Tours
through Palestine.

14568 A. D.—Gutenbarg, of Mentz
rashiy invents printing froem movable
type. thereby making the compositor

eternally responsibla for all errorx of
the reporter and space writer.

1647 A. D.—Peler Btuyvesant star in
the first production of *“The Burgo-
master” on Broadway.

Gourmet's Love Song.
As = the mint =auce to the lamb,
Ar s the fried egg to the ham,
Ag Is the 'possum to the yam,

Ara you to me!

Like pork without the gspple sauce,

IL.ike hot cross buns without the cross,
Without wvou, love, a total loss
My lifa would ha!l

the cheese,
the peas,
not freege,

Like apple ploe without
Or julcy lamb without
Or lemon ice that will
« Waould my 1lfe.
You are the syrup to my cakes,

You are the mushrooms 1o my stefxs,
And so I beg for both our sake;
Oh, be my wife!

LT

I love you with my heart and soul,

Mora than young squabdb «n casserole,

More than French dressing in the bowl,
Oh, do be mine!

What? Na? My future thus you spoil!

My salad you deprive of ojl!

Farewell! Butg still ths pot will beil!
I g0 to dlne!? —New York Globe.

Heneficiaries of Tax Levy.

BEND, Or., Jan, 6.—(To the Editor.)
-—=The new tax law Is rotten, thers Is
na <doubt of thal, and War not mades

for the people, but for the bankers and
“note-shEvers."™

With a strong public sentiment the
Legislature might better the tax law,
but, once convineced, how many bad
Iaws would theyv saddle on us?

Washington has a fairly sood tax
law—3 per cent off before AMareh 15
or one-half before June 1, Jjast half
bafora November a6, thus having the
money coming in In threa perioda,

Thera i= no lump pensity for belng =

fow minites late, but 15 per cent per
annum after delinguent. The Treas-
urer collects all taxes.

H. H. DAVIES.

Phyaleinn and Former Paticent,

Detrolft Free Prass.
*“Well, well,” said Dr. Bigblll, as he
met ay former patient on the street
“T'm glad to see vou agaln, Mr. Brown.
How are you this morning? “First,
doctor,” _sald Mr. Brown cautiously,
“does It cost anything to tell you™




