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O now = come our joyfullest feast;
Let avery man be jolly,
Each room with ivy leaves is drest
And every post with holly.
Though some churls at our mirth re-
pine,
Round vour foreheada gariands twine;
Drown sorrow in & cup of wine,
And lst ug all ba merry.

Now, all our neighbors’ chimnays smoke
Ang ( tmus blocks are buraing;
- ith baked meats choke

pits are turning.

» door lét sarrow llie,
cold it hap to die,

in & Christmas ple

wre be merry.

arly 17th eentury poem.)

ol Time Walis.

It not clearly known whather the
term “woits” associated wilth Christ-
as denoted originally musical instru-

ments, & particular kind of music or

persons who playsd under special
lances, At one time the name

s was given to minstrels at-
tuiched 1o the King's court, whose duty
It was to guand the streets at night and
prociaim the hour. A Tegular com-
pany of walls was sstablished at Ex-
eter as eanly asm the year 1400 and in
relation to the duties and emoluments
of such personages in the reign of Ed-

C cuma

ward IV, Hymer says: "A wayte that
nightelye from Mychelmas to Shrove|
Thoresdnye pipethe the watche withen |
this courte fower fymes, In the som-
ore nyghtes tymes; and make the bgn
Eayte at every chembere dore and of-

fyce as wall for fears of pyckeres and
pillers. The eateth in the haile with
mynstrielles and tReth Iyverye ntnight
ffe. and for somere nyghtas |} can-
s piche, a bushel of coles, and for
winters nyghtes half a lonfe of bread,
& galone of ale, {11} candles piche and
& bushel of coles.”™

This statement shows that the walt
at court was a kind of page, pald part-
1¥ in money and partly in board wags
When tha walts became town musi-
elans instead of conrt pages they ware
gometimes clvie servants, amployed as

watel to call the hour at night
sometl serenaders or nocturnal
minstrels who Jlooked for a llving

from private Uberality.
Christmas Feasts,
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Many curloug feasts arose in comnnec-
fon with ths celebration of Christ-
mas in early days. Thus, the ass on
which Balaam rode In the “Reims Mys-
tery” won for the feast the title “Fes-|
tum Asinorum,’ the Fenst of ths Assen. |
As it was celebratad in France, accond-
ing to Willlam Hone, it consinted almost
entirely of dramatic show. On one oo~
cnsion the clergy walked on Christmas
day in procession, habited to represent
the prophets and other charsctsre.
*“Moses appeared in an alb and cope
with a long baard and a rod. David had
1ent. Balaam, with an Im-

A ETesn ¥

menee Da of ire, rode on & waooden
ass which inclosed s speaker. Thera
ware also six Jews and six Gentiles

Amorg other charaetars the post Vir-
Introduced, singing monkish
as a Gentile prophaet and &
or of the sibylene oracies. They

thus moved In processlon through the
body of the church chanting versiclee
and rulng on the nativity ana

kingdom of Christ till they came Into
tha cholr

“This service, as parformed [n ths ca-

thedral at Rouen, commenced with =»

procession In which the clergy repre-

- xts of the Old Testim-

id the birth of Christ;
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y followed Baluam mounted on lhe
., Zucharine, Elisab 1, Juhn the Bap.
the Bloyl, Erythree, Blimeon

and the
fin the furpace
engion entered the ca-
wips of personsa per-
f Jews and Gentiles,
choristers addressed
flerward they called on the
who came fore

delivered =a
Meuslah. The
advonced to ocoupy
situations and reply to
+ cheriaters. They
of the furnace;
spoke, the Slbyl ap-
an anthem was sung,

wdneazar

Neb
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the ceremony.
Archbishop on
during such =
ltself, clad with

of an
that

Al

was rol-
die of the|
. A rocession a hymn |
in pralse of the ass was sung, ending
with!
“Amen, bray, most honored Aas
Bated now with graln and grass;
Amen repeat, amen reply,
And disregard antiguity.
Hez va! hex va! hex va! hes!™
The service lasted the whole of a
night and part of the next day, and
formed anltogether the strangest, most
ridiculous i of whutuver WwWas
vsually sur church festivals
When tk choristers weore thirsty
wine was sarved im the evening, on a
platform before the church lit by an
enormous lantern, the grand chanter
of Sens led a jolly bund in perform-
ing broadly indecorous interludes 4t
respective divisions of the service the
ass was applied wtlh drink and prov-
ender. |
it vyou will go to the erossroads
between 11 und 12 on Christmas night |

hesr what most concerns you
E year.

stmas eve you make a lit-
salt on the table, and It
vou will die the naxt

melts «
year: If the morning, It remalns
undimintshed you will live,

If & shirt be spun, woven and sowed
by a pure, che malden on Chrlst-
mas day it will be proof against lgad
or steel

if vou are bdorn at sermon time on
Christmas morning you can see spirita

If you burn elder on Christmar eve
you will have revealed to you ail the

s and the sorcerers of the|
srhood.

1 vou =at a raw egs on Christmas
morning, fasting, You can Carry nc;\'y]
w A8

mmlucky to carry anything forth |

h e on Christmas morning |

wething haa been b:-:ml'htl

£ o fire burns brightly on i"hrllt-}

m it betokens prosperity;|
if 1t = i adversity. | |
Beginning of Christman * *

When | “hristmas begin® S5 ald|
a Testivel = 1t =0 intimataly have we |
beer 3 i with It from earliest |
child pletely do its aswo- |

tas and spirit per-

it seems a8 i It
the wvery earth
that It is an!

irthdsy of Jesus|
Lt i» not nearly

q kI
. 7 in the early
d n Church there
was no sg cel atlon Tha very
ward OChristmas. s of comparatively
late origin. The word Is first used In
1638 its form then being Christes-
Mieste the mass of the Christ

an early father of the church.

that 18 the Scriptures (& waa the

# alops, not the salnis, who
ited their birthdaye. Another
writer reflerred L0 the fact that

birthdays of the pagan gods ware
Xept by the people. The very first
evidence of a feast having been held
i honer of the birth of Christ was in

»

“I was afrald
I might have lost my
littls boy forever, but now——"
“You have an extra one thrown ia
tor Christmas, hawvn't you™ sasd Lit-
tle Billse, taking his new playmate by
the band. The visitor smiled back at
him with » smile s0 sweet that any-
body might have guessed that he was
the son of Santa Claus.
As for the Iatter, Littls Billes has
not seen him again: but down at his
father's bank there Is & new messenger,
named John, who has a voice so like
Santa Claus' volce that whenever Lit-
tie Billes goes down there in the motor
to ride home st night with his papa,
he runs into the bank and has a long
talk with him, just for the pleasurs of
pretonding that it is Banta Clams he
ja talking to. Indeed, the volce I8 S0
like that once a sudden and strange
{des flashod acrogs Little Blllee's mind.
“Have you aver been on Tawnty-
third street, John? he asked.
“PTwenty-third street?™ replied the
messenger, scratching hls head as if it
very much puszled, “What's ““Z
“Why, It's & street,’ ssid Littie Billee
rathar vaguely,
“Well, to tell.¥ou the truth, Billee”
sald John, *I've hoard tell of Twenty-
third street, and they say it Is & very
beanutiful and Interesting spot. But, ¥ou
know, I don't get much chance 1to
travel. I've been too bDusy all my life to
Eo abroad.”

“Abroad!” roared Littla Billes, gTin-
ning at John's utterly absurd mistaka
“Why, Twenty-third street ain't
abroad! It's uptown—near—oh, near
Twenty-asscond streat.”

"Really,” returned John, evidenly
tremendously surpriged. ‘““Well, well,
well! Who'd have thought that! Well
if that's the case, some time when 1
get 8 week off I'll have to go and spend
my vacation there!"

From which Little Billes concluded
that his susplelon that John might be
Hanta Claps in disgulse was entirely
without foundation In fact.

(Copyright, 1818.)

“Plain Luck,” Says Anne

(Continued From Page 2.)

nis mother
yesterday that

Hke it, she says, but they are. getting
used to It now.

Even the English cousins who live
near lLondon and who Teflect her
father's prejudices against tha stage,
are belng won over. Last Summer she
spent three woeks with them.

8o you see,” =he concluded, “that
there's nothing to know about me. I'm
the despair of the press agent Ha
comes and asks me in a desperate sor.
of way If I can't think of pomething
thit he oan use to advertise me. And
1 think and T think,” ghe laughed, “and
there's nothing I can recall

“Phare's not even & romantic story
of my struggles for recognitlon. I
never had any hard times In my lfe,
It I had been poor as a church mouse
sl entiraly depandent on my own re-
I'm atraid

sources to find & posltion,
1 shouldn't even have landed in the
chorus.

"My story rather bears out the old

negro saying, ‘Them as has glta' But
it's more than that. I am pot con-
ceited enough to clalm anything for
mysell. 1 haven't worked for success
as other girlg have worked for It 1
haven't perhaps deserved It so easily,
Just the same 1've had my draams come
true because I've always been lucky.

1 was born in April” she replied to
my questiop, "Maybe a Jucky star does
reign then. It must be an Indulg=nt
birthday salnt at least. One who por-
tlions out luck,

Thinks Dreams Come True.

“But I ratber think,” she grew #ae-
rious, her durk curls bobbing about her
sensitive, high-bred face, "that there

L Afimc'e _ .e_:. Tu.q Log .'Qr_\ca, / !
Throwugn Winter/ Splendor/ Gay, Wa/ the Jefter/

Drawn. by Frederick Kulz

200, Clement
“Certuin Egyp-
AEsSigm,

Egypt about the year
of Alexandris sald:
tian theologiuns over curjously

e

pot tha year alone, but the day of
Christ's birth, placing it on May 5.7
Another date assigned Lo the event
was March 2§, becauss on that duy
tha material sun was created.

The double commemoriation of the
Epiphany agnd the Nutivity became |

popular partly becavse the apparition
of the shepherds was consldered as
one of the manifestations of Christ's
glory.

Becn of increase of merry

ume the

mak King Canuts gave order about
111¢ that there should bhe fasting in-
stead of feasting from Christmaos fo
Epiphany At various times both civil
and scclesiastical avihorities con-
demned various formas of celabration
many of them because they had been
curried to excess. In England In 1844

all Christmies observance was forbidden |

by Parlinment. The day was to bo a
fast, n market day, and the ghops were
compelled to be open Worse than
all, plum puddings and mince pies were
condemned as heathenish, Lovers of
Christmas resisted the messure and at
Canterbury and some other places there
was bloodshed. After the Rastoration
all of the Jovers of old Christmas
custome revived them to the full and
the Dissenters contented themeelves
with dubbing Yuletide Fooltide.
In Pepys’ Days.

In Pepys' Diary there is an interest.
ing account of the way that Christmas
was spent In 1682;

“Had a4 pleasant walk to Whitehall,
where I intended to have recelved com.
munion with the family, but I came u
1ittle teo late. So I walked up Into the
house and spent my time looking oven
plotures, particularly the ships In Kirg
Henry the Eighth's Voyage to Bullgan,
marking the great differance betwesn
those bullt then and now. By and by,

down to the chapel aguln, where Bishop
Morley
angels, "Glory to God on high, on earth
peace and good will toward men.’
thot

hut

| mon
| oy that shall and ought to be on those reprehensions

| days.

reflected their |1
He did much pre

on

@=c in playe and
he whose office |
gamesters In order
serves but for a
maoaning the groome
which 1t was worth
far they erée come from
of n bishop
n the cha

gaming, saying thaty he
L is to keep the| courses.
and within bounds
second In a duel
porter, Upon
observing how
taking the
seriously

24 UB

the song of the

preached on

Me-
ight he made but a poor sermon,
lopg, and reprehending the com-
jollity of the court for the true

one groate to the poor himself,

to receive the sacrament.”

nctions
to joy
in thess pubile days of oy and hospi-
telity. But one that stood by whispered
In my ears that the bighop do not spend
The
sermon done, & geood anthem followed
with vialls, and the King came down

and

particularized concerning their| that they all laugh |

- -

EFORE the Puritans condemned plum poddings and mince ples as heathenlsh and passed laws prohib-
Bninx Ohristmas merriment on the same grounds Christmas in Erginnd was a gorgeous season, richly
ploturesgue with the sgtately ceremonies of the church, the palace and the baronial hull, rlotous some-
times sven Lo the polnt of excess in Its cruder forms of revelry.
The ceremony of the Yule log, which Is generally agraed by authorities to be traceable te the pagan rites
which were performed at that season of the sear before the coming of Christlanity, was nevértheless the
most Joyous of the cercmonles observed od Christmas Eve In mediaeval times. From the time that the huge
block teft the woods until It burnt In glory en the hearth, the log was the eentar of the Christmas activi-
tles. When It_made its triumphal progress {rom the woods sach wayfarer raised his hat ne it passed,
It was belleved that tts flame would burn oub old wrongs and heartburnings, and the wasaail bowl, which
pubbled In the heat that It sest forth, was quaffed to the wiping out of anclent scorss and animoaities,
Gentle and simple jolned in these ceremonlies with equal ardor, and when the noble leg had burned Itself out
its charred remalns were put where they counid be ca efully preserved until another year, since It was a
¢irm baelief of those who gathered at the Christmas hearth that the new Yule lox must each sedson be
lighied at the remnant of the old pme, in arder that the happlest results might follow the geasonal festivities
Other superstilions also attached to the Yule log with equsl firmness It was thought that the house
which possessed this charred bit of log was safe from fire for another year. A still more curlous beliel was
ehat which limited the hospitality of the festal tall while the log was burning to those who came with feet
shod. Should a barefootad person enter the hall on that night after the Yule log had begun to burn he
was apt to receive anything but a warm walcome from the other revellers, for his coming waa regirded as
an i1l omen, llkely to bring disaster in soms dim shape none the less dread because of its vaguensss,
While the great 105 csast so warm an (llumination from the hearth 2 candle of monstrous size also shed
ft= gkt on the Christmas Eve gathering. The Christmas, or Yule, candle burned for twelve nlghts, and was

placed on the high tnble at supner, :
¢ of the season’s festivities. In the year 1400, says an anoclent

Mumming was also a most importapt featur
chromicler, Henry IV, holding his Christmas at Eitham. was visited by twalve Aldermen and thelr sons as

mummers. and these august personages had graat thanks from His Majesty for thelr performances,

Bhortly afterward, however, another historian setk farth the fact that a comspiracy to murder the King
was organized under the gulse of a Tweifth Night mumming, The plot was discoversd only a few hours
before It was to have been put Into execution. Henry VIIL issped an edict against mumming because of
the crimes committed under its cloak, but even this edict failed to lessen participation in this form of

Christinn revelry.
sorts of costumes and took part In all manner of performances,

The mummers appeared in different
Some of them mersly indulged In gonerally riotous bahavior, with no defInlte acting of any sort

(Copyright by the N. ¥. Herald Co. All rights reserved.)
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Santa Claus and Litt'e Billie

(Continued From Page 5)

Blllee's went out of the house
together.

Christmas morning dawned and Lit-
tle Billee awoks from woniderful
dreams of rich gifts and of extraordl-
nary adventures with hls new-found
friond, to find the reaiity quite as splen-
did as the dream things. Later, what
was his delight when & small boy, not
much older than himself—a pale, thin,
bul playfual little follow—arrived ot the
house to spend the day with him,
bringing W him & letter from Santa
Ciaup himself! This was what the let-

ter sald:

papa

“Doayr Little Billee:

uYou must not tell anybody except
your papa and mamma, but the little
boy who brings you this letter is my
litile boy and I am going to let you
have him for a playfellow for Christ-
mas day. Treat him kindly for hils
paps's sake, and if you think his papa
is worth loving, tell him so. Do not
forget me, Little Billee. I shall see

you often in the future, but I doubt if
you Wwill see me, I am not golng 1o re-
titrn to Twenty-third street again, but

{ ahall eontinua my work in the Land of

Yule, in the Palace of Good Will, whose
beautiful windows look out upon the
homes of all good children.
“Good-bye, Little Billeg, ang the hap-
piest of happy Christmasss to you and

all of yours, affectionately,
“SANTA CLATAR"
When Littla Billcee's mamma read

that Christmas morning a
stray little tear ram down heér cheek
and fell upon Little Billee's hand.
““Why, what are ¥ou crying
mammaT' he asked,
“With happiness, my dear little son”

for,

is something In dreaming a dream
steadlly and holding to one thought
and gaying nothing about It. Thedream
I have dreamed from those {sr-off days
when I parroted Shakespeare at my
dignified Yather's knee was that I'd ge
on the stage and do what I am doing
now. I am one of thes peopls wWho
think that what |+ one's own will come
to that one. I held that pleture, as the
enying is, ang life supplied the other
essentials,

“That's all any one has to do, I truly
belleve,” she sald. *I didn't have to
worry about It coming true. I kKept on
dreaming 1t, und suddenly when 1least
expected It, appeared the man who was
p friend of Joe Weber, and qulck as &
wink all the dream was transferred to
11t reality and I found myself

.

shearsing.

“It never came as B Strange experi-
ence to me, Acting seemed to be what
I was meant to do. I think I had been
on the stage &c many yeara In my
mind that the real footlights seemed
nto mores material faects than my dream
footlights had sesmed.

Wanis (o Sing In Concert,

*yes, I know,” she said, “that there
are those who clalm that such &n ex-
perience Is only carrieq forward from
gnother life. Maybe In &ome former
incarnation I was an actress. T'm not
gure nbout this, I have no recollection
of it,” she laughad, but I do feel that
life, in the last analysls, is merely a
crystaliization of one's favorite dream.

“And I haven't reached my real am-
bition yet,” shae confessed. “1 want to
be & concert singer. A lieder singer—
that s one, you know, who sings love
gongs. I have a hope of one day doing
thut—singing love songs, as I hear
those love songs sung in my dreams.

“Of course I belleve it ls coming
true,” she said. “I am not conceited
enough to belleve very much In my-

gelf, but I ‘have the mosi fixed and
abounding faith in my luck.”

May she never lose it—the luck of
isughing Ann Swinburne!

Country Schools.

{Atchison Globe.)

One of the present educational fads
is a great concern for the welfars
af the country schools. From the fuss
made you would be led to bellave they
gre Institutions of educational crime
and the teachers are a lot of incompe-
tents. While there are always eXcep-
tions ,the general rule Is that, after &
chiid has spent a few years in a coun-
try school and then enters a city school,
he is & few laps &head In the work that
really amounts to gomething Of course
he may not be abls to dance and do a
good many other things that do not Im-
prove his mantal strength or that will
ultimately sskist In his making & liv-
ing, but he has the foundation laid sal-
fdly for recelving a good education.
And it is also the genera] rule that, If
g country schoolteacher geis a chance
in a elty sehool, she makes good. Re-
quirements of a country schooltéeacher
sre greater than for a city schooltesch-
er. In order to pass the county exam-
inntion she must dig. If she does not
dig she falls, and fallure means a can-
cellation of her certificate. Whoever
hewrd of a city achoclteacher falling in
sxaminations? Returning to the eoun-
try school boy and girl, thelr minds are
on that race. They got ihe neceasary
gmount of exercise golng Lo and from
kschool and dolng chores as well as real
work at home. At night, inntesd of at-
tending picture shows, fitending par-
ties, or sparking, they are at home go-
ing to bhed at reasonable hours and get-
ting up In the mornings rested and
equipped for =& day's work. Really,
there ara other things that are more
sntitled to sympathy than the country
schools, and it is hoped the faddists
will not destroy the gEreat part they
piay in making good men and women.




