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EERE ars brand new elements|New York to Tead the caroling. As the
l that will enter into the celsbra- |strains of *Stilly Night™ broke upon
tion of the Christmas which will

tha alr there filed Into the park the
piaze forth mext Wednesday night from |I°Rel¥ ones from all the metropolitan
coast to coast and will require a week

millions. From sundown untll midnight

: - the star of Bethlehem twinkled from

for the waning. the treetop and tha hordes of tha peo-

In scores of great oities will appear | ple that surged back and forth absorbed

the munieipal Clristmas tres; a thing [& bit of the Christmas spirit that they
unknown until Iast ysar. In hundreds | MIENC not otherwise have had

of pmaller towns will appear the cus- h:‘_" }Hff;cet:\’f:ﬂ\,::ﬂvg:f;( c:‘z",:;:‘;:_{“.::
= L A ant @ AL D ag o

‘:’“ of ‘:"‘“d"’“"' bands °z. carolera o7 | yn {ts municipul Christmas tree and

these, also, have been trled out and | this year the celebration is to be much

have found & new place among season- | more elaboruts and bstter organized
able revelars On the Boaton Common.

The Boy Scout has mads his appear- No sconer had Mra, Herreshoff an-

:F‘FE_;' . '\j‘-‘“_&!:_l'l“_uii'-)' ?f.lhl" ":!-"!"lm;:“ nounced her ldea of a celebration of
g 2o ”Q;'u;:d",o‘ “‘_: ‘:f;m‘_‘”;:“i’ Christmas than the ldea was taksn up
5 b e Py o = Mayor John ¥, Fitagerald

in Bonmton.

dolng the major part of the work. himself stood sponsor for it

The tree

Through those agencl *hrirtmd
taking on & Dew tona T (d r:‘.-_n:"lnh was et up on historle Boston Common,
P RN haseeaas s ot ¥ | made to blaze with light and agaln
sgre of a public f stlon partieipatsd | o oo she snows of heaven sifted down

in by the organi publlc and le tt

iy e eelobration of the fam- | Upen it as & bengdiction. Ihs Mayor

fly. Not that the home -|‘1,.--~n-\a‘:.'g. presided over the celebration. A cholr
: i o prirhs ¥ | of large proportlons had been guthered

being dore awny wit 1 10 cele-
T e way with, but that the cele together and trained intée harmony.

ration red it # - lan .
::“:E_' !'_‘:,r";: p:;:'c """{'1'”:' Under Its lead the tens of thousands
g AR oA n"__“ .'_'__“Fln 8 | of people packed Into the common lent
- = AanEAUOnA | valce to the singing of “Wa Three

the forging to thes

front all over the country. Kingn of the Orlent Are” of the chant-

ing hyvmn, "Adeste Fidelea' of “Amer-

Official Christmas Treesa, fca,” and of Boston's munlcipal anthem

The blggest thing in this meovement | loved of the masses, “Swest Adellna”
s the municipal Christmas tree. Last Hartford, Connectient, got the idea
year It broke forth for the first time. last year just In time for !ts exedu-
Mr: E. . L. Harreshoff, of New York | tion. Here again was a WwWoman re-

. was the woman of iaspiration and | sponsibla She had been reading of the
the East organized the | new idea that was being inaugurated
to | tn New York when, not a week before

C
vislon who In

fdea. Bhe communicated her plan
her friends, it was taken up by the | Christmas, she burst forth with the
siress and finally by the city authori- | question:

ties. Now York declded to have its “Why not Hartford?"
The time was ample. A farmer de-

first municipal Christmas tree.

Madison Square was selected as the livered tha tree two days later—the
point nt which the first tree shouid be | largest one that had ever come fto
net Ons from the mountains 50 |town. It was set up in front of the

was ordsred. It was labori- | Statehouse and as Christmas eve came
y ta place, elaborately hung |on the Foot Guards awaked the echoes
decorations, dazzlingly lluminated | with the strains of “Onward, Christinn

Scldiers.” The whole town turned outl
man were | to participate in the celsbration be-
neath the open sky. The tree stood for
a week and was the center arcund
old gathered and

electric lighta

 trappings of
ifting down of Nature's snow,
which scalt d countless crystals in
all the bran

t ches of {s small patk | which young and
which fesls the tread of more feet In | passed the greetinga of the somson
n enr than nny other 10 mcres of |and brewed great amounts of the spirit
Eround in the world that should then be abroand In the land

The spirit of the Wast which appro-
printes to ltself whatever germ of good
ts afioat In the atmosphere of the times
able churches of nearby | Sppeared In San Francisce with an en-
echosd By the anglent| tire group of Christmas trees at the
Id Washington Square, the | sama timse that New York met up the
als of Little Italy on the | Madison Square patriarch.

- In Golden Gate park on Christmas
the breezes are &8s balmy angd the skies

chimes burst forth
ts of Metropolitan
ware taksn up

the

avenuas,
edifices ¢
solem
upper

cters appeared at the dif-

Soon
ferent e of the sguare sound- | as clear as of an Eastern April. There
ing the from "Paraifsl” From | gathered last year and will gather

the chur of Dr. Charles H. Parkhurst | again this Christmas the celebrators of

troes were set up in different parts of
the park. All were ablaze with decora-
tionn, All reverberaied with the echoes
of bands of musle, all wers visited by
the Mayor and ths members of the
City Councll, who headed an elaborate
parads, All saw the Jepanese daylight
fireworks, for the formal celcbratior
wns held In the afternoon.
The 1dea Spreads Hapldly.

And this year the municipal Christ-
mis tree . Is to be set up in scores of
cities from cosst to coast. In Washing-
tin, in the Natlon's capital, & great tree
ia to be erscted in the eclipse back of
the White House and in the shadow of
ths Washington monument. The Preal-
dent may view the celebration from
his  bmck poreh. Local authoritiss,
members of Congress, men high in au-
thority iz the Government departments,
are back of the movement It Is In-
tendead ps an lnstitution that is to ba
establizshed and maintained for the fu-
tare.

To Madismon Bquare, Boston Common,|
the Whits House lot, 18 to be ndded ol

celebration on é&ven Mmore toric
grounds. In old Independence Square
in Phliadelphia, that plot of ground
which holds the hall in which was
writter and signed the Declaration of
Independence, is to be set up the Mp-
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The lights from it will twinkle in the
windows through which flew the flies
that bit the calves of Thomas Jeffer-
son and drove him In Impatience to
hurrying the signers.
this Bhistorle bullding, above the
cracked old Liberty Bell, will be sta-
tioned n score of tromboniss= who will
send forth the call for the unleashing
of the Christmas joy hounds.

The Mayor of the olty will touch the
buttort that will cause the huge star
to blnze forth at the top of ths tree
A thousand frained volces will jead In
the singing of the carcis. Each even-
ing throughout the week the tree will
be flluminated and the beat band in
the City of Brotherly Love will dls-
pense munic. The great chorus will
assamble agiln on New Year Eve and
will sing the New Year in

Chicago, Baltimore, Pitisburg ang a
score of other clties are arranging sim-
flar eelebrations, The Idea of the cale-
bration beneath the open sky goes
back to the doubles origin of the use
of the tree as a flgure in Christmas
festivities. The Drulds of Old England
met benesth the trees to worship and
celebrate occasions of religlous joy
and the custom comes {n part from
tham. The Saxons of Germany &re
probably more directly responsible for

in the belfry ot |

it, and its story might well be recited
on such an occasion &s this.

There have always besn n few carol-
ars around on Christmas eve who have
announced In song the joy of the ocoa-
slon, but, during the last few years,
the caroler is becoming a barbinger of
the season In many localities and is
winning great popularity. As such he
is bringing & new element into Christ-
mas that s promising a big develop-
ment.

Mr. Ben Greot, of the Ban Grest Com-
pany, lives in a little village on Long
Island. Some years back he and his
neighbors organized a band of carolers
and went forth on Christmas eve, clad
in scarlet comts and bearing lanterns

They trooped up one street and down
another and sang thelr carols under
the windows of all the willsge. In
many places they were welcomed and
often joined by the willagers visited,
and so thelr numbers grew. In other
places window sashes  were slammed
down in their faces and biinds drawn.
But that was in the past Today the
Institutlon of carcling on Christmas
eve is established, the ecarolers are
overywhere welcome and thelr visita-
tions looked forward to,

in the town of Burlington. N. J.
stands the old church of St. Mary. In

| eleus, has been deavioped a lusty band | these tasis like o

firendly window of the town they sing
tha “Glory to God in the Highest, and
on Earth

man kKnow

are coming to the idea of leading the
eongregation forth
homes of the nelghborhood may
a touch of the apirit of the season

The idea is spreading llke wildfire
is forming a
Christmas.
up the custom and the ancient Beacon

Hoy Scouts nnd Christmans.
Another element that ls being exten-
slvely Introduceéd Into the celebration
of Christmas is the Boy Scout

to fill n place
long been need,
messenger boy of the distributors of
charity, the unofficial guardlan of the
Christmas
wherever Sania

Wherever an organized charity asks
the public to contribute food or cloth-
tng, or Christmas toys and baskets,
is a vast array of

that church, with the cholr as a nu-

to be done.
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ranized corps of

| of carolera. They walt In th nurch | boye. They turn out on “sot nand on
on Christmas eve ‘;;:'—“ ”'r'; t"t 'r' ’:"1‘1; Lleyelos. Bnakets that mas not other-
ANNOUNCHs & arrival o that | e ba brc - endaunrte
when the first word went forth| 1:_}af“|t.e'1t r‘('.trm:t‘ 't h_,}:,. ":,‘ I.‘,L.":?d.,wﬁir}
that the Christ waa born. Then the| '!:m‘:'u‘hlh' e ,.} : i
o - # naath ave! ¥ ” ’ (N L
carolers go forth and beneath every time for distribution ar-

When the
rives the needy
numberas for thelr

poor report in great
share of Christmaa

Peace, Good Wi Toward| . . o2 shat have been given by people
2 = who huve pomething to spare and who
such sources has th fden are made happy In sharlog thelr good

The carcling Is more the in-
of the smaller towns where
one another. All the peo-

nblage there
distriburion.
1 will gat noth-

fortune. In such an a
Is pneed of much care
Some are over-timid =

pel gather in the various churches and | 7 : L = S

hdld the old-fashloned Christmas tree ;:n-i1d;nl:::; nttnl ”Jlrl’?";;l_L I:;’::;c t:::l
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celsbration. Then the various choira | their share. The packages are in-

TR numerable and many hands are need-
stay-at- . o
ot met ed. Certaln of the deserving may not
: come to headquarters and their pack-
ages must be taken.to them. A sgquad
of 60 Boy Scouts can bandle situationa
of this sort as could no other organin-

tion
The Boy Scout as an aid in handling

that the

part of the new |
Boston, however, has taka

Hill district now furnishes each senson| - - : : o

its bands of carolers who troop abrosd erowds has 111_-m.. trated his usef

for the night singing nose o0 mMARY ¢ ons during A
= : pASt Year Th & ot Important of

auch cocasions was when, on the fourth
of Maroh, he leat such material ald to
the pollen of Washington in handling
the great crowds that assembled In

Thina
Washington to see Presldent Wilson In-

very bandy younsster 1s Belts Sauns angurated. When hoats assembled on
for which thers has) v 4junn  Square around the first

Hes s becoming tha| nunjcipal Christmans tree Isst year

there weore 200 well-organized Boy

Scouts there to ald the police and to
render first aid in case of mnccident or
fliness. The same was true of the cal-
ebrations elsewhers and In all the
citias the Boy Scouta are billed for ac-
tive work during the coming celebra-
detafl work | tiona.

perform all (Copyrisht, 1913, by W. A

crowds, the handy man

Claus appears.

DuPuy.)

No one can

poured h the fittest choir in all | the hollday spirit Besven Christmas
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Did the people who sang them wear

HE nu
in the

reary rang with the child-

T ish volcea surplicea, llke the cholr boys
"Hark, the herald angels | Christmas procession of Bt Jude'a?
sl-lng—" Did they stand still or march around
t's too high Wait a minuter | while they sang? These and other
rli, the herald—" | polnts sadly taxed his sight-year-old
That's bDelter Now, Fcr:\phtn:.fl intellect. But his determination to
Wow, Thad™ sing that earol In the sireet never fal-

g the herald sngels si-in tered. Hence the secret rehearsals in
G the new-born King the BATY.

Seraphina take that plece After much deliberation, hes deocided

: + Hel that surplices would lend dignity to

Tou the oocasion, and this declslon was

‘,,._“-.\.ol turtherod by the thought that night-

gowns would make very passable sur-
Tte=. & tcmalo can suggestigy
tea, he added a censer to the
properties, A tomato can, punchsd
| tull of holes, swung on the gilt cord
many | that comes about candy boxes, and
| filled with burning joss-sticks, would
{ make a bsautiful censen

It was Christmas eve, and Schuylers

o such a

| plices.

possib

i ubatituted a
the words proved elu-

give 1o his four-year-olfd mesmocy. plans were complete. He felt sure
e broweht to s sue-| the¥ would put up o very creditable
carol in the morning. evem if Dr

dieminsed the

Post’s advice had not bean obtalnable.

As he crept upstairs with the joss-
words of that second | stick, which he had begged from Ag-
downstalys and get nes, the second giri, he feit that the

last obstacls had been surmounted,

for the censer.,” he told Ser
once mara” he said

“Come on now,

S ler Van Brunt was 1 2
under difficulties. Dr. Poat had told |58 Be entered the nursery door. “Elsa
hime of the old English custom of will be @p with supper in = minute

We've just time before she comes
Stand up, Thad Yes, I'll let you have
a plece of the joss-stick If you'll ming

at he had planned good and Toud. "\.?;-':"

s In the streets on Chriat-

singing carol
g. It bad taken a

mas mo

a and Thad from Very early in the gray of the Christ-
; tmas came, and | mas Jdawn Schuvier awoke, bounced
to sing a out-uf-doors lm true | out of bed and began to rouse his co-

wris, Hs tiptoed to Seraphina’s litile

Engliah fashlon.

Then, just when he needed Dr, WRIEA, DU :ﬂd u‘du‘,“‘.d n & series of
Post's iaias ‘siobt, thire Bud! Nein vigorous shakes and punches

0 3 wle t, thare |.:-‘ yeen ~Get up! Get up, Serzphinal Tt's
Rowme Vi trouble Letween the doc- | time to go snd carol™ he whispered
tor and Aunt Margaret Aunt Mar- | hoaraely

garet no lenger wore the dlamond ring | Seraphina arose, and, sitting on the
on the third finger of letr band | Side 5% Per ‘;S‘t-u“!lf':‘: BS -
. - P 1 PAATE { pro ully. - ad was alrea
W B FOR SN0 S to thel o ke and resdy for anything which
houss, It was “very Alaheariening. | sgavored of exeiting noveity. The two
Schuyler wanted to Dr. Post a|elder children dressed hurriedly, and

pcore of questicns abeyt the carcls |between them they managed to put on
A

her

ask

LCIA

nicipal Christmas tree,

little Thad's clothes. Then EBchuyler
crept noiselassly to the hall beiow and
returneéd with couats and hats and mit-
tens. When they had bundled them-
selyes into these cuter garments, each
donned & “surplice.” At the last mo-
ment Schuylsr bethought him of the
brilliant cord on his father's bathrobe,

and at the imminent peril of discov-
ery he stole Into Mr. Van Brunt's
dressing-room eand returned with the
coveted cord encireling his =mall

walst. ‘This finishing tooch, he felt
sure, made him quite like the altar-
bovs of St Jude’s. He fished beneath
his bed and drew out the tomato-can
censer filled wtih the joss-stick.

“Come on!" he whisperad, and led
the way down the wide stairs

With a caution worthy of better
things he shot the bolts and opened
thae front door. The three grotasque
figures stola silently out and stood on
the stoop In the cold Christmas dawn,
The air was still and biting;: the si-
lence of the +traots appaulling. Sera-
phina's mind reverted to the loxury
of the bed she had just quitted

“O.o-oh!” she chattered. “It's cold
—aw-awful c-cold to be out in Yyour
nightial™

Schuyler snorted scornfully.

"Haven't you got emough on under-
neath itT ha demanded angrily, and
Seraphina was silenced

“C.o-old!* echoed 1little Thad, and
then., evidently thinking the sooner
he caroled the sooner he would be
baeck in the house, he began Iin his
plping voice:

“Hark, er heral dangel”

Schuyler thrust a hand over his
mouth
*Shut up!™ he sald disgustedly.

“Do you want Elsa to coms out and
snsak us back into the house? Come
on, now!™

He led the way down the steps and
arcund the corner, where he paused to
Hight the jose-gtiek In the tomato can.
When they started again, little Thad
tripped on his nightgown surplice and
went sprawling into the gutter. He
was rescued, howling: but not unti]l he
had been promised unlimited candy
eould the march be taken up again.

*who you golng to sing your caral
toT™ demanded the practical Seraphina.

“Ninny! To no ¢ne iu particulan”™

sald Bohuyler, i

W3
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“You ocght to sing it to seme one™
ahe persisted

"Well, whoe? hs challenged; bul
Seraphina was unable to defend her
polnt thus specifically. “TIi tell you"™

he compromised, "well go fo Dr
'y

Post's, We'll sing it on the way and
sing It too him, too.”
Through (he desertad suburban

streets they marched; Echuyler In the
lead, swinging his smoking censer val-
jantly; Seraphina ambling in his walke,
and litle Thad bringing up the rear,

childish wolces In the old, old hymn
Dr. Post heard them caroling on the
lawn, and came to the door in his bath-

iCc2 e , Y HeelZor

role. The three strangely garbed fig-
ures met his astonighed gaze.
"Good Lord! ‘What have WwWe here?™
he guspad
“Wea'ra
Thad.
wWe're Christmas carolers,” eorrect-
¢ with much 4lgnity.
f ., echirped Eeraphini
doctor made a heroie effort to
in hia gravity
i1 come in and get warm,”
o “Merry Christmas to youl”
They had filed up the steps Into tha
arm wide hall, the tomnto can sond-
ng out its reek of burning Jo
“T would 1lke to ask If ce
I".—:-‘nh‘ wear surpllces and curry cen=
rs™'
The dootor's eyves
| *The best I ever heard dl
| gravely.
‘ At that moment

herald angele” piped lttde |

A

twinklo
" he sald

d,

telephone bell
at they

tha
this 15 W

whirred wildly, nnd

Dr. Post talk-
Margaret!'—
on the word

d. They
» with
camea o
English

ing.
| he lingered sffe
! MY -e.n. Now di
| are not lost. In In
| me this minutes.

n caroi

&S S00O ) u
Goodhyes Margaret, m
Pearhs it vou don't min
over them. Thoania

hour later a carriage Jdrow
s Van Brunt hou
ged Schuyler v
Popt Mra
met the

Hoe Q=OPY

Lo
-
[ |

t the door
»0%! Oh!"” =ald Mrs. Van B
ering the three strange littl
while tenrs of

her face

"
Post had tormed to Margs
thought I'd ecome wit!

by -

angoels,” he sald laughin nd let
earth and mercy

plead ‘peace on

them

mild' for me'”
his strange surplice bearing unmlis- Her eyos softenod. A hesitating smile
evidencs of the gutter from trembled on her lips a m it uncer-
which he had been recently fished. And . the next mgment with no uncer-
on the still Winter air rose the three|alinty whatever, And then he knew
that the hermid angels had accom-

plished an unwitting mission.
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