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CURRESNCY KEFOEM A FACT.,

Passuge of the curremoy hill by the |
Benute i3 nssprance-thot e few aays |
it witfl be lnw and thks our finamcial |
system will sogn be om a ro_:cson.u_hls'
sound foundatfon. The bill briegs ogre
bunks and our cyrrency up Lo daty
and finally extinguisies those fesiores
which were only intended to meel the
emergencies Of civil war and which
should have been obliterated soor afy
ter the ['nion was restored. It rendera
panics & remotes contipgency, thouglt
it could have rendersd them still more
ramota had some of its econcmically
weak provistons been strengthened.
The substantial agreement of bhoth
parties on the main struciure of the
new system renders that part seowse
agninst disturbance, but those detalls
which caused a division of opinien in
the Sensie commlittes may in time be
changed, Though finally “forced
through by the weight of the Demo-
cratle caucus, it won the support of
ko many Republicans in the end that

PORTLAND,

—— e

ft eannot be described as a strictly
party measure. Democratic party.
actlon having procured [ts passage,

the Democracy is antitled to the credit,
but that party must also be responsi-
ble for the defects

The bill mobilizes the bank reserves
by establishing regional reserve banks
wrhich are to carry a large proportion
of them. - The number of reglonal
banks has been a subject of contention
between those who hold that greater
strength s gained by placing the re-
sarves In the single reservolr of & cen-
tral bank und those who, through
fear of the great power Which would
be wieided by & central bank, would
divide reserves among e¢lght or twelve
smaller reservolrs, as the bill provides,
The tegional bank scheme, however,
has the merit of belng more respon-
sive than a central bank to sectional
needs and conditions in a country of
such great area and  diverse character
as the United States. The provizion
for transfer of funds between regional
banks also purpose of a
pipe line by which a depleted resar-
volr can be replenished by full one.

Heglonal banks are to- rediscount |
eommercial paper having three |
months to run, and agricultural paper

gerves the

having slx months to run, for the |
member banks. In certain ratios|
to thelr capital they may dis-
count hank scceptances and acdept
drafts and bills of exchange cov-
ering Imports and exports and do-
mestic shipm s of goods having six
months to run These are ACCOMMO=
dations to be given member banks.
Regional banks may also conduct open
market op tions in the same kinds

of paper. They must clear checks for
thelr members ot a reasonable charge.

Government ds are to be deposited

in these banks

Nationa! banks must, and State
banks and tro companles mna¥, bes
con members of the regional banks

of t r district by subscribing ={x per
cent of thelr own caplital and surplus
No regional bank ks to start with less
than $3,000,000 capital and, If the
stock 15 not all taken by thé banks,
the balance W to be offered to the
public 1f not then =abscribed, it s
to be tnken =0ld by the Govern-
ment. Reglonal banks are to receive
§ per cent cumulative dividends, Of
the remailning profits,

one-half is to |
be pald the ( ernment as a fran- |
chise tax and the other half Is to hol
accumulated In the United States

Treasury ns n dJdepositors' insurance
fund

The new banks are to be organized
and controlled by a Federal Reserve
Hoard., composed of the Secretary of

the Treasury and six others. appointed |
[}

by the President, at salaries of §12.-
000 a vear. The six appointed mem=|
ber=s ares to hold office for six years,
one retiring each year, and at least |
two muast have had eoxperlence n'!
banking or finance. The board is to
fix disconnt mtes weekl to examine |
and report on regional bunks  anil |

suspend or remove thelr officers for |

]
misconduct; to auspend and adminis-
tar any such bank which violates the |

law: to permit or require one reglonal
bank to dikcount paper of another at}
mates to be rfixed weekly: to regulare |
and supervise the lssue of Federal re-
serve notes n thelr use as reserves. |
This bonrrd is to be a= od by a Fed-
eral Advisory Coun composed of
one repressntative elected by ca "r.li
regional bank bonrd regional

by

bank s to b« 2 bonrd of
nine directors. of whom six are o lw|
the members and three ap-

governed

elected by

pointed by the Federnl Heserve Board, |
|

A sect of the bill which = most |
e ] ] and which has © d much

for Fed-

I= that provi E

or

e,

CUTTENCY.

irement of National
bank notez. which are one of the most |
objectionable features of the prescut
Evatem | etal rese niles are to |
be Issued by the Fede teserve Board
at its Jdiscretion 1ot wpplloation of
regional ban 1 = P i
by Jepo=it of ounted bills to
par value, also by u reserve 0f 49 per
cent in "gold or lawful money.” 4

graduated scale of max i imposed on

notes when the resérve falis below 40
per cent These Dotes are to bes re-
deenied In gold at the Treasyry or in|
“gold or lawful money™ ot aby ré-
giona! bank. XNuational banks may re- |
tire their noles by &« . Uhrough
the Federal Reserve Board, to the
reglona! banks the bonds which secure
them. The reglona)l bunks may then

be required lo take out new notes to )
An ¢qual amount on the sime sacurity.

The criticism moade on these provis-
fons is that they Turnish an opening
for Inflation angd for draining gold

from the Tyreasury. BHeing redeemabls
at reglonul banks with gold. or lawful
momgey, the new nolea may be pakd in
greenbacks, gold certificates or #liver.
witlch is worth only &0 cents on the
dollar. These are nol money, s Mr.

————

b

M,

{Lang,

Bryan and others of hls way of think-
g imagine, but nise
pay money. Thus the bank would be
paying one promise with another, but
when Federal reserve notes are pre-
sented at the Trpeasury, they are to be
pald in nothing but gold.
tunity Is thereby created to rensw the
endless chain by which the Treasury

222 was drained of gold during fhe second

Cleveland administration. An attempt
has been made to remove the bad ef-
fect of thess provisions by & section
re-affirming the gold standard and
empowering the Government to issue
honds In arder to secure gold.
Powers of Natfonal banks are large-
Iy extermied. - Country banks are per-
mitted to make farm loans for five
vears, limited to 25 per cent of thelr
capital and surplns. National banks
of $1.000,000 capital or mare are per-
mitted to establish forelgn branches.

The blll removes the worst evils
growing owt of our present banking
gystem and furnishes the chief essen-
flalx of o new system. By creating &
dscount market for commercial paper
and by forbldding loans on collateral
seourity, it stops the flow of reserves
to Naw York, where they: are used In
stock speculation, and spreads them
pyer the country. By creating asset
clirrency, it ensures that the supply
of the circulating medium. shall ebb
and flow with-the ebb and flow of
business., By concentrating and at
the same time mobllizing reserves and
by requiring regional banks to go to
#hch other's aid, |t bulwarks busineas
mxgainst trouble, It opens the way for
our banks to follow our expanding
tommerce into forelgn countries.

The new gystem contalns loopholes
for mhuses, for the closing 8¢ which
we must depend on the Federal Re-
serve Board. Thus the composition
of that bhoard becomes of supreme Im.
portance. It should be composed en-
‘tirely of men of experience in fnance,
and wo must trust to President Wil-
son's wisdom to appoint puch men.
The overlapping of Presidential tarms
by the terms of the members will be

a safegusrd agninst that politicsl con-

tro! which bankers fear, and we must
hope that it will becoms an unwritten
law to shut out all political consider-
ations in filling these offices. If we
can thus divorce filnance from politics,
our. financial system may attain that
stahllity which has enabled the great
banks of Europe to stand unshaken
through wars and revoltutions.

MAKING OFFICE A GOOD THING.

Thomnas B, Marshall, as lawyer and
plain citizen of Indlana, would not
be a drawing card worth 3300 per
night to any lecture bureau.

Thomas K. Marshall, as sx-Govern-
or of Indiana, would not prove remu-
nerative to a lecture bureau at $300
per lecture.

Thomuas R, Marshall, If an ex-Vice-
President of the United States, might
be worth sfmsthing, but not $300 to a
Iyceum management.

Mr. Marshall s not an orator of
National reputation. He is not a sage
under .the spell of whose wisdom the
multltnds sits enthralled. The public
will pay to henr Mr. Marshall Jecture
because he Is now Vice-President of
the United States. The people will
pay to hear tha official, not the man.
Marshall, in accepting a lyceum
offer, ls capitalizing his job,

But there_ are distinetions between
the case of Mr, Marshall and that of
Mr, ‘Bryan, Candidacy for President
attracted the attention of the publo
to Mr. Hryan's eloquence.  Demand
for his appearance on the Chautauqua
circuft do¢s not depend on his holding
an office, though it is perhaps on-
hanced thereby. Mr. Bryan, however,
left the capital for the lecture plat-
form when a great many felt that duaty
required his constant presence In
Washington. Mr. Mamhall, whos2
#ole duty ls to preside over the Ben-
ate, walts until Congress s not In
session,

A published statement, excuss or
apology precedss Mr, Marshall's tour.
Its adequacy may be doubted, Lectur-
Ing - for pay by men high In the
Natlon's service i= just a little more
dignified and honoerable way than that
pursued by some minor public ser-
vants of making public office a pri-
vate sunap.

WHERE?

The currency bill has passed the
United States Senste with the united
support of all the Democratic Sena~
tors. It was a party measure, and,
therefore, the Democratle Senatorial
votes were favorable, for reasons of
party duty and party pelicy. Six Re-
publicuin Senators and one Progres-
give Senator voled for the blll

Senator Chamberialn and Senator
both of Oregon, are recorded
among the solld forty-seven Demo-
crats, Thelr reasons for being there
are thnt they are Demovrats, and they
oined with all the others In putting
through an administration bilL It
mny not be the only reason, but it Is
reason enough.

Senntor Polndexter, Progressive.and
Senator Jones, Republican, both of
Washington, are among the several
who Joined the Democrats to put the
bill through.

THe actlon. of, the Washington' Sen-
atars will maturally excite a greag deal
of Interest !n Oregon.

The measure calls for eight to twelve

regional banks, to be established by
the reserve board, Now let us pee
whether the reglonal bank for the

Northwest—Iif there is one—is to be
located ut Seattle or at - Portland.

WILL THEY WEARY OF WAITING?

Levying of contributions by the
Mexlean rebels on forelgn bankers
and other forelgn residents and con-
fiscation foreigners’ property may
cause other powers to weary of Presi-
dent Wilsan's pelley of watchful walt.
ing. They may demand that some
more actlve steps than watehful wait-
ing be tnken protect the Intérests
of thelr subjects. What will be DMr.
Wilson's answer?
his Jemands that Huerta abdi-
ente and that a successor be chcsen by
methods dietated by himself, Mr. Wil-
soni has already Intervensad in Mexi-
can affairs, His snnouncement that
he will oppose the grant of conces-
in Latin-American countries to

ol

in

slons

| foreleners is &t threat to intervens not

only in Mexieo but !a other republics.
In botH he obsiracts deveiopment and
investment In those countries. He
also announces that he will mot rec-
ognlze governmenls established by
means that he disapproves. He thus
incurs the enmity of the governments
to which would-be concesslonaries
leok for suppert.

The nations with which he is deal-
ing, both. Amerfcan and European,
vield to only one form of intervention
—force. Af Huertax has deffed™“him,
so might and. probably would Car-
ranza or any Other Mexican who sup-
planted Huerta, and o would  the
rujers of other so-called republlics, if
he Hmited his Intervention (o paper

are only promises to |

An oppor-

backed by a strong navy.

ment applies with more emphasis to
the doctrine he has promulgated, for
it is infinitely broader and will pro-
voke far deeper antagonism. TYet he
says he will not back it by force.

We cannot {ntervene effectively
without using the only weapon to
which others will yield; yet we refuse
to use that weapon. We ought never
to have meddied in the quarrels of the
Mexican factions by calling on Huerta
to step out. In the first place, it is not
our, business to choose n ruler for
Mexico nor to declde how Mexico shall
choose one. We should not undertake
thus to dictate, unless we Iintend to
enforce our decres by the only ef-
‘fective means—force of arms. Mr.
Wilton should not have dictated to
Huerta, because he is not prepared to
use thesse means and because the
American peopls are opposed to their
uss, What applles to Mexico applies
with equal foroe to the pacific propa-
sanda aganinst dictatofs and conces-
slons In general. By beéglnning this
propaganda and then not following it
up,  he Iz only laying up a stors of
humillation for this country.

GIVE THEM THEIR FILL,

The Navy League pronounces the
naval holiday idea absolutely futile
because Germany ridieules it, because
& naval hollday would leave Great
Britaln supreme on the sea as long as
it lasted, becsuse  other natlons are
striving to overtake her, and because
the holiday swonld hold back their
galns on her. The Navy Leaguo says:

It (s practically impossible to SugKest any

such movemont toward psace that would not
rowult in advantage to some European power
with reference to some rival, & The watch-
ful jealousy of these nations makes I Im-
possible to get them to eonsent to such
measures as wooid be possible to a natlon
mituated iike the United States,

Djsarmament may be made possible
by means which will appear paradox-
leal. Great Britain, the first naval
power, and the United States, a close
third to Germany, might compel it by
acting together, both having taken up
the naval holliday ides. England has
more accumulatgd wealth and has
more resserve resources In undeveloped
colonles than any other European ni-
tlon. The United States has more un-
developed wealth than any other na-
tion. The, two togéther could prob-
ably outlast any other nation or com-
hination of nations {n a race of war-
ship-bullding, They could now over-
match the triple alllance at sea. They
could race any rival to exhaustion.
If these two nations engage in such &
race and at the same time cam.lnmvly
hold out the offer to stop when the
others have had enough, the time
will come when the war-mad nations
will gladly quit,

Having galned thls point, the two
Anglo-S8axon nations would have won
a ocostly but Dbloodless victory and
would be in the position to dictats
terms of actunl, gradual disarmament,
By themselavs disarming at the same
rate as other natlons they could prove
their good faith and make the process
continuous, Begun at sea, this process
might be extended to land and, as it
continued, might be speedad up.

Recent struggles between nations
have not all been fought out om the
battlefield. Some are fought out In
the banks and, as the growth of com-
merce extends and causes the flnan-
cinl interests of nations to Interlace
without regard to political antagonism,
more will Be thus settled. The Mo-
roccan controversy Is an example.
Germany sas disposed to fight, but
drew back when ons of her greal
bankers Informed the KXalser that
Germany could not flnance a war and
when French banks put on the screws
by withdrawing loans from German
enterprises. By“such menns the bank-
ers could aid the Anglo-Saxon nations
in thelr efforts to promote disarma-
ment.

PORTLANTVS FIELD TO EXPAND.

In estimating the
could be c¢arried to foreign ports
through the Columbia River gateway
wa have been accustomed hitherto to
consider only the products of the Co-
lumbia River basin, for the long voy-
age around the Horn to Liverpool
forbade us to hope that the products
of the country east of the Rocky
Mountains could be carried more
cheaply to the Pacific than to the
Atlantic c¢oast for shipment to Eu-
rope. By cuiting In two the distance
by sea to Liverpoel and other Euro-
pean polnts the Panama Canal will
extend fir to the eastward Portland's
tributary country. It will attract to
this port the products of Utah, Wyo-
ming and Montana on this side of the
boundary ;and of Alberta, Saskatche-
wan, and even Manitoba on the Cana-
dian side.

By rall the distance frem FPortland

to Dumore Junctidn, in the heart of |

Alberta, is only 932 miles, while from
Dumore to Montreal, the Canadian
wheat port for the Atlantic, it fs 2064
miles. From Portiand to Regina,
capital of Saskatchewan, Is 1224
miles: from Regina to Montreal, 1772
miles. From Portland to Winnlpeg
is 1652 miles; from Winnipeg to Mont-
real, 1414 miles. Thus the longer rall
haul from Regina to Montreal would
go far to offset the longer sea voyage
from Portand to Liverpool, and from
polints In Canada west of Regina Port-
land's position would improve with
each mile until this port would have
a declded advantage, for each mile
added to the distance to Monireal
would be taken from the distance to
Portland.

The strongest competitor of Port-
Innd for the traffic of the Canadian
prairies would be Vancouver, B. C.
That port would have the advantage
of 95 miles less distance, but it would
have the handleap of a climb over the
Rocky Mountains on the main line of
the Canadian Pacific $11 feet higher
than on the Crows Nest line to Port-
land; mnisp of a sea voyage longer by
soveral hundred miles.

The graln traffic eastward is lim-
lted by the capacity of the rallroads
and by the freezing up of the great
lakes and of the St,. Lawrence River,
which compel storage for months to
await the opening of navigation. Can-
ada iz bullding & rallroad to Hudson's
Bay to relleve the annual blockade
on the other roads, but the bay !s=
closed by lce for two-thirds of the
vemrr, and storage at the bay ports for
several months will be nacessary, The
ost of storage and Intsrest on the
value of graln mus: be added to the
cost of shipment by the Atlantic
routs. When the Canadian Atlantie
ports are closed by les the natural
tendency will be to ship grain to the
Paclfic perts, avhich are always open,
in" order to save the cost of storage
and intarest

From a purely
Eastern Montana s rapidly being
transformed into a grain coaotry.
which will add wheat, oats and barley
to the wool and cattle it has hitherto

pastoral district

Portland.

Ths commerce of the Columbia
.ﬂmh&mmmm::q. It is

und to swell by accretions of traf-
fio which seek this gateway In fol-
lowing the lines of least resistance.
Portland needs but to make ready for
it by throwing the gates wide by cut-
ting the channel deep and by provid-
ing ample, modern docks to handle It.

- —— —  —————

PREACHING AND PRACTICING ETHICS.

The public—or rather that diminish-
ing portion of ths public which
peruses ths columns of The Evening
Journal—has recently received much
beneficlal instruction upon the pertl-
nent topic of journalistic sthics. It
has taken the form of vehement
eriticlam of The Oregonian for ventur-
ing to print ths news In advance of
any contemporary and of further
caustle admonition of The Oregonian
for its attitude toward certain public
ofticlals, particularly Govermor West
Senator Chamberlain and ex-Senator
Bourne.

The Oregonian has viewed these
recent manifestations of Its nelgh-
bor's conservative and tolerant spirit
toward all mankind without any other
feeling than languid curlosity. The
value of its virtuous remarks on the
correct way to conduct 4 newspaper
may ba quite definltely estimated by
its recent deplorable atiempt o
coerce the Federal Court into finding
guilty two wretched defendants, then
on trial, and Iits subseguent hasty and
humiliating retreat from an indefensi.
ble breach of decorum through the
pitiful plea that no member of the
Jury which was trying thess unfortu-
nate men had read the ofending
article. In other words, thereg was no
contempt becausa the back of tha
court was turned, its eyes directed
elsewhers, and its ears closed when
the attempted assault upon its dignity
and independence occurred.

In order to cover up the gross im-
propriety of the original offense, the
Journal during the week has con-
talned a series of attacks on one of
thoe attorneys for the defense—ex-Sen-
ator Fulton—with an exhibitlon of
malignity not often seen in any local
newspaper. Its ostensible purpose is
to show that the first statements to
which exceptions were properly tuken

by Mr. Fulton were justified by the
jury's actlon In flnding the men
gullty and its further purpose is to

pursue the warfars against him that
was begun while he was a publle of-
ficer and that has been resumed at
intervals ever since. It is a mean and
unworthy performance. Mr. Fulton
ought to be permitted to practice law
without vindictive newspaper inter-
ference.

The Oregonian has heretofore sug-
gested that the evening paper call to
the witness stand certaln sminent citi-
zens for testimony as to the fairnese
of its attltude toward public men.
Among them, besides Mr. Fulton,
might be named Representative Haw-
ley, ex-Representative Ellls, ex-Mzeyor
Simon, sundry members of the State
Legislature, and a great many others.
It ventures to repeat the suggestion.

CAFPTAIN SANTA CLAUS,

As Christmas drawa near avery true
man puts on the full armor of good
fellowship and marches forth to war
upon the demons of gloom and want.
Nor does he forget the little Imps that
lurk in the dark corners of hils own
home. Ha drags out the nagging
spirits and the scowling flend of
Bltter Words and the ghoul of Love
Grown Cold and thus makes room in
his household for Good Cheer and
Kindllness, In tha great world tha
true man in his shining armor of

goodfellowship puts misery to flight

| wherever he finds it and never rests

| until he sees everybody happy. There
are 20 many hungry mouths to feed,

traffic swhich | f0 many tears to dry, that he finds

|:1L1 the work his hands cau do, but
the true man is not afrald of work
when It makes the world better,
Christmas brings us foce to face with
the ideal of what the world will be in
the good time coming, when all men
shall be true and all seasons filled
with the spirit of goodfellowship. The
gray-bearded leader of the Christmas
army, Old Captain Santa Claus, en-
lists his recrults for o longer campalgn
every Winter. By and by he will keep
up the fight the whole year round and
glve the black array of hunger, dis-
ease and paln no rest from Christmaos
to Christmas,

0ld as Captaln Banta Claus Is he |=2
not too old to learn from experience
He Is & bright scholar wwho stores up
lessons from year to year and uses
them all !n his campaigns. The gray
leader with hls ruddy cheecks and
merry bells is a great deal wiser than
he was fifty years ago, He has become

tmorc practical than he was then. Hiz

slelgh with the reindeer team rattled
down the chimney In the old days
with just as big a load as it brings
this year, but the treasures were not
#o well chosen, Captaln Santa Claus
showered his favorites wit jolly
trifles, never dreaming of the chance
he had to be useful as well as gay.
Nowadays he |s more sensible. There
= as much happiness in practical
things as in the frivolous, more per-
haps, and 80 he heaps hia slelgh with
blankets Instead of tissue paper orna-
ments and fills stockings with toys

| that work lilke the machines of grawn

men. Toys he still brings. They are
the biggeat part of hls load and al-
ways will be, for Christmas without
play would lose its spell, but the toys
are of nearer kin to life, and Santa
Claus finds to his astonished joy thal
the more playthings act llke real work
the better the children love them.
Heaven forbld that Santa Claps
should ever grow so sensible &x 10
forget nbout the joys of falryland
where his palnce stands and his rein-
deer graze when they are out of the
harness. Hizs putpose now In his green
old age I= to make a fairyland out of
the whole earth. He loves his home
so well that' he wants everybody. to
share its hlessings. And since men
must work he plans to lighten their
tasks with music and merriment
Vary sagely he begins with the chil-
dren and teachex them that there is
poetry, romiance and goodfellowship
hidden in engines and wheels, Men
have always shuddered at their own
ecreations. Steam has become their
hard-working slave, but they write no
songs about him as they do about
oxen and horses, They are still a
little awed by his strength, Eindly as
it t» and rich in helpfulness. When
Santa Claus has led the children to
make friends with steam and elec-
tricity by his alluring gifts then we
shall have a mew poetry which will
sing the works of modern man as the
old minstrels sang of swords and
lances. We shall discover that the

furnace door opens into falryland.

produced. Wryoming and Utah will [ The fiyirg machine will end lts trips

~ Like Caesar snd Nepoleon, Capiain
Santa Claus is showing himself to be
& mighty constructive genlus. He has
beeome greater and better than a mili-
tary leader. jIn the old dnys he
thought of nothing but salving woe
with gifts. The gifts wore out and
the woe remained. Now he turns his
thoughts to creating a new world
‘where there shall be no more misery
thar in his own fairyiand. He still
galves ths wounds of sorrowful men,
but he ls Inving plans to desiroy the
causes of wounds. This Iz why his
campaign coniinues all the year. Mis-
ery does not walt for Christmas to fix
{t= teeth in the hesarts of men. It 1is
ever on the watch for prey, ever
breeding new offspring. Captain Santa
Claus has organized companies of
troops to pursoe the fiend into his lair
and slay him before he can begin his
cruel work. The jolly old sleigh-
driver finds time to think deeply on
the problems that perplex the world.
He his become a student and organ-
tzer, But with all his growlng experi-
ence and wisdom he I5 as cheery as
ever. It would take more woe then
thers {5 on earth to chill the fires in
his brave old Heart. He knows that
love can congquer woe If It persists,
and his resolution Is taken naver to
give up. One of the best of his mod-
erfn plans of campalgn is to keep some
of his gifts for othér scasons instead
of heaping them all upon us at Christ_
mas time. In the Summer weeks
when the sun scorches and the winds
blow drearily through the city streets
he finds a way to take little children
out among the trees and fresh flowers
of the country. He sends excursions
down the cool river. He sets the
bands playing in the parks after
nightfall for the childréen of rich and
poor allke. For Oid Captaln Santa
Claus §s & great democrat who be-
Hieves that God means all his little
ones to .share in the blessings of the
world.

Best of all the strategy which Santa
Claus Is devising against his ancient
encmliea, pain and want Is the new
education he has brought our chil-
dren. It is an education as strange
and novel as the modern Christmss
spirit. It defends the little human
being against future mizery by teach-
ing him how to help himself. It unites
hands, head and heart In o close-knit
alllance against want. When Banta
Claus has carried out his plans to the
end it will be Christmas the year
round, because every man and every
woman awill be trained to face life
freely and boldly and meet ita diffi-
culties with knightly coursge.

NEWSPAPER ENGLISH.

With schools of journalism spring-
fng up aill around us It .is natural to
ges the learned making a speclal study
of what they call “newspaper Eng-
lish,!* Of course there is no such
thing. It is & more phantasm of thelr
erudite bralns, but it glves them some-
thing 1o exercige their fancy upon and
provides a4 professor here and there
with agreeable occupation. S0 we
suppose the fictlon has its uses, When
newspaper writing differs markedly
from other wrlting which secks to
state facts tersely and attractively it
is not English. 1t [s slang or argot or
fustian, Some of the baseball articles
which vivify the pages of the sporting
papers exemplify this truth fafrly
well. They reek with expressions
which require translation to be un-
derstood. Their grammar 15 esoterics
Thelr vocabulary Is strange. To call
such writing English and try to dis-
cover specinl rules governing it is a

wasto of time. Almost any page from
*The Viear of Wakeficld,” “Guillver's
Travels" or “Robipson Crusoe™ is

good newspaper EHnglish, and &t = s0
because it gives the facts and reflec-
tions which the author has In mind
clearly, crisply and rapidly,
Newspaper reiders have no tlme to

place o & rgw . We doubt If
they Are ; wanted anywhere.
1l Erudite dullne=s obscures knowledge

Jintroducad by

but ssldom helps impart it. Like

Gleams Through the Mist

Hy Dean Colllns.

Camilla, the newspaper writer must
skim over. the grain without bending
a stalk or ahaking off a dewdrop.
“Swift, light and easy” should be his
motio. The moment he hecomes sol-
emn he is lost, though he may swim
in sentiment as much as he likes.
Readors anjoy a good Weep better
sven than a laugh. The old-fashioned
theory that trus learning can only be
imparted in polysyilables and long
sentences has not the hold it once had
on our falth, Sach a doctrine dld
very well as long as knowladge was
deemed the exclusive appanage of the
lelsured classes. Now thit everybody
feels privilezed to know evsrything
learning iz simplifving itz style. The
truth ‘of the matter is thut the pres-
sura of democracy ls simplifying al
departments of literature. The best
recent poetry refids ns if an exception-
ally bright reporter had written it.
The new books on sclence are aimed
evidently at newspaper readers, for
they use much the same language &s
the dally papers, and their learning
lomes mothing by 1t. Journalism has
set n pace’ which ali the rest of the
world seems likely to follow. The
newspaper man will therefore do well
to keep his responstbilities in mind
lest he defile the herltage of English
that has come down from the past.

Writing In Health Culture, Dr. El-
mer Lee says: “Bathing s an ac-
quired habit, unpecessary and even
harmful. A bathtub is an enemy In
the house” Now we know why the
Bulgurians, whoss girls never bathe
from thelr birth to the eve of their
wodding, are leaders in manly vigor
and in civilization, &s they recently
showed In thelr encounter with the
Greeks and Servians, and why the
English and Americans are weak,
puny mortals who can scarcely drag
themselves around on thelr conguer-
Ing career, The Ideally healihy, vig-
¢orous Amerlcans are tha tramps, to
whom dirt serves as an extra shirt,
while the athletes, who take & shower
efter exerciss and who win honors ot
Olymplc games, are llving evidence
of our physical deterforation. We
have often wondersd why our cham-
plon athletes were such decrepit spe-
clmens of humanity. We thank Dr.
Les for the explanation—they bathe.
The best security of health is to be-
come encrusted with dirt

In a speech at the New York Lotus
Club Interstate Commerce Commis-
siopner Prouty intimated that the Gov-
ernment could not grant an increase
of rallroad rates “until it knows that
the money g0 rilssd shall be prudently
nand properly expended;” and that this
would be when railronds cannot spend
money except for railroad purposes,
cannot buy securities of othar roads,
cannot issus securitles without Gov-
ernment consent and “cannot put the

seguritles to any use except those
specified.”” To this the New York
Times says, Investors will respand
“amen,” adding that Mr. Prouty's

words “‘should be a reassurance; they
i be construed &8s & menace.”
Government control may thus be a
help to the railroads in ralsing money
and @ protection to Investors agalnat
its misuse,

A bill providing tor  extenslon of
Agricultural College work has been
Sanuntor Hoke Smith
and a bil] for vocational training, par-
tlcalarly in farming, hns been intro-
duced by Senctor Page. The two will
probably be consolldated and made &
| Democratic party measure. The Smith
bill =appropriates 430,000 the first
¥ and an Increased amount each
subsequent vear, untll & maximum of
$2,500,000 is reached, for the purpose
of taking the college to the farmer,
This bill alms toe educate the aduolt,
while thes Page biil provides education

spend over long Eentences, Mere
rhetorle is an offense to them, as It
ought to be to everybody. The daily
press eschews ernamentation for the
bost of rensons, It money and
it does no good, Slmilarly the Greeks
mnnaged to get salong without much
ornamontation on their publie bulld-
inge. Where a flgure could be intro-
duced as part of the generil

they made the most of the opportu-
nity, but they never plastered a statue
upon-a temple #imply to look pretty
In the same way It ls wise Indeed for
a newspaper writer to slip in n poetio
nllusion svhen It glides nuturally along
with the subject In hand. He
descant upon philosophy If he knows

conts

enangh and |f the philosaphy happens |

to be of current interest He may
even guote Latin when Rome is the
tople of the duy, The nNewsEDRpET

reader's appetite s omnivorous, but it

hns to be catered to at the right time |

and alwaya with the proper sploes.

All the pertinent mles for newspa-
per writing might be derived
“Robinson Crusoe™

plan |

may |

from |
which will Iarever |

for the boy.

S0 Tom Marshall is to get $300 each
for his lectures, And to. think that
the Iid was put on to prevent his
speaking gratuitously not long ago.

Siang Is renlly a fine thing, says a

A Letter to Santa.

Dear Santa Claus: On Christmas day,
Muny the things thai 1 regulre;
Muny the gifts for whigh I pray,
As I write the llst of thy heart's deaire;
But §f you fecl that the list ia loug
Cut it ahorter, as It should be,
But jeave one item—I1've written L strong-—
Sants Claus, bring more Iticnds to me.

Hundreds now, 8o I count my friends,
Wise aod simpie and grave and glad:

Long and longer the st extands
Beribbled on Memory's writing pad;

Lonsor stil] would 1 have It grow,
Stretching out to Infinity;

Let m) other requiremanty fo—
Banta Claus, bring more frisnda to me

Thete ba some false and there be some trus,
Come to oy life in friendahip's o
And all are ¢ne; for | always koew
My life the richer, because thay came;
Eo fickla or false or.trus or sweoel,
Broader siill let the countact be}
Light and the darkness make day complete—
Santa Claus, bLring more iriuaal to me.

Toars and lnughter, und love and hate,
And livinz vistuns that gpward rolli
These are,the treasures that e !n state
Within the vaulis of the human seul;
Locked in a myriad hearts they lle,
That open enly to friendship’s Key;
Those are the treasures for which I sigh—
Eanta Clnus, bring more friends (0 ma.

Locks of my innet hasrt 1 hrénk
Aﬁadn"mfr'";"”"" L risnds T throw,
nd the L Eive a0 gt tako
Richor {t!:f in' the ¢ e
Eo toss the rest of my list
Ix that ons item all othe
And four my present oo O
Santa Clhaus, bring more

- -

“Sir" sald the courteous office hoy,
“thera la n boob frult vender down the
streat advertising ‘naval’ orangea*

“No doubt, my son” I repllied,
l& having a sall"

-

“He

Solemn Thought.
The Christmas pupch Lowl's fowing o'er
Buot still my Inn wpiries mumbie;
“Though gay this night, in one weesk more
You'll hear the water wagon's rumble.
. - .

muggests thag the
be <Qerived from

Friend Churles
term ‘‘tango’ must

“tanglefoot.™
- -

Passing It On.

“Har face |5 Ilke a poem”—Ah!
How mitch hor ilnes mistreat her!

Hor fucs !s faulty as her feel,

That's why 1 hate to metar,
—Now York Evening Sun.

But if no poem s her :uo‘\
There iz no cause to bhan har;
For though you maeter any place,
You do not have to scan her.

” - -

“Why do you limp7” queried the kind-
hearted reformer. »
“I had a big felon on my toa"” sald tho
I prisoner.
“Did they do anything for you?”
“Yes, they locked him up in another
cell.”™

In very anclent Babylon,
They had wome glever tricks,
And opo was writing lotiers on
Just erdinary bricka.

Thus anclent Jovers may have killed
Two bhirdies with ons blow,
By naving billats douxz to bulld
Themsalves 4 hungalow,
. N .

nccordance with the demuand of
the Spug for only lnexpensive, useful
and much-needed gifts, 1 hereby recom-
mend for all Spugs on Christmsas day,
a present of a brace of kicks, to bhe
daltvered by the thickest-booted mall-
mon in the service,
.

In

Break, hreak brealk
In tha Iy
Antd wounld that I
The things that
Oh wonld that
To the beautl
When the mor
Far more th

el

spirit

we nilght

rl‘r‘ -';I.d.
tis was not
ht In goid.
.

worth

Approximnate History.

23,141 B. C. V. Boartusk ap-
proprintes bnas 2 caught by
Jethro Thinshunks, ur y mending tha
hends and scales to Jethro's widow on
the following day, becomes famed as ‘s

Sandow

philanthroplist,
450 C—Jason heads first big
to the new gold diggings at

B
stnmpeds
his.

B.

C—Demosthenés opens cor-
respondence schoaol in oratory In
Athens: special attention Lo oorrec-
tion of stuttering and stammering.

70 B. O.—Julius Caesar declares that
ba director of the
than play S0
Homan

would rathar
sdunoulum brass ‘band
nd trombone in the Imperial
ithony Orcehestia.

A De—Woodrow
make the Carabao

nk of the good ship
. . .

Wilson threa-
Cluh walk
“Piffle."

Wisconsin professor, who urges that|
|1t be need In the schools. Better have |
| yer think-lank tinkered, prof. !

A San Francizeo y
mony from her cedl millionaire
hushand., Ve ars signs that
millennium approacheth.

pman refuses all-

the

Portland provides actual work at
remuneriative wages for Idle men, |
which i= fur better than merely talk- |
Ing about doing something. I‘

if the Carabaos will
ape with a slap on the wrist for |
weurring the Presidential displensure, |

We hardly know whether or not it

ramaln the idéal example of good - |wonld be appropriate to wish the
porting. Not a word too many, not a | parcel post man i merry Christmas. |
slipshod sentence, not an obscure ex- — — |
presslon, not a solitary lapse from | ¢ takes DMt Hood and the moon to |
lterary agility can be found In the| .oraduce a truly spectacular repro- |
whole book. The rising schools of | guetion of a high-grade eruptlon, |
journalism do marvelous avisely to | et ey |
make their students read the greal| parpag wire fences along the Mexi- |
writers, but it would be a bad mis-|..,, porder ore urged. What we need |
take to imitate them. To he sure. | . 5 parbed wire

most good styles have been formed by |
imitation, All grent poets began !
by copying some master whom they|
loved, as d1d the grent palntera. Isen-i
jamin Franklin formed his [nimitable
joprnalistic sityle by commitling the |
aphstones of jong DRssaw O nemory |
and then writing them
words. Thus he m
style on that of
Thomns Jefle

th
821

in his own |
i his own
literary magnates,

flerson afl Pg yOUng law-
vers to pursug

the same course, and
1t would he a blessed relief to those
who have io read

their articles and
listen to their speeches if they did so.

But there comes u time In tho eca-
reer of eévery person who Is born to
be a writer when he ceases to Imitate
and forms his own style. Just as no

wo human beings alike,
50 no two good = are ldentical in
everything. If i perszon ¢an really

write he will express hls own Individ-
anality in his English. Tet the shears
and the blua pencil do their worst, it
will still be there and In course of
ttme #t will win room for itself In
sSOmMe newspaper Pergonality makes
stvle In the daily papers the same as |
in “Paradise Lost” The foundation
of good newspaper English Ik a full|
mind. One who knows nothing more |
than the bare focts he wants (o nar-|
rite Is not lkaly to narrate them wail, |
To make a model paragraph one must
know 2 thousand things he does not
fntend to put Into it, jost as a good
tencher enriches his lectures with the
dralnings from & whole worid of truth
which he does not ted. The more
there != in the head of a born news-
paper writer the more lively and in-
teresting hil= style will be.

Lest sva be misunderstood we hasten
to =ay that learned and . profounid
styles, ms they are called, have no

| water

| gade will proceed furlously from now

Mexican polley.

Professor
quences of Fi
got his views

Taft fears the conse-
Iipino Independence, He
on the ground.

o

Franclseo will t
supply outslde of New

What will they do with jt?

have the large
York.

San

C‘hinesa provinces agree with Yuan
to abolish Partlament. They will next
be trying to abolish Yuan.

Teaching eugenles is a menace to
the race, according to Bird 8. Coler.
Anyihing to be contrury.

ThHere are those, of course, who will
do thelr Christmas shopping late Wed-
nesdny night.

Vice-Presldent Marshall will make n
lectu tour. WIill he carry his own
audience?

Shopping by the elavanth-hour bri-

on.

a will leave the currency bill
e White Housze stocking after all.

int

Ara you golng to ‘help the poor or
mierely dream about 1t?

Father will branch cut shortly with |
gaudy neckwear. f

S ————— |
Looks llke a sunny Chrisimas for
sunny Oregon.

Poultry prices drop stightly. Must

be & mistake.

The ’phone irust haz rung off,

Orville Wrizht says he has developed
an meroplane that ls mafer In the air
thon the sviator. Which seems natural
For unlike the structure of wheels and
wings and things, the aviator—

. — has lHitle bones to break

And little arms and legs (o ache
Or words to that effect

JOY IN PROSFECT.

Why talkk of the “war of ths pexes”
As though men aml Women Wwers
foeal
Such chatter the spirit but vexes
And might lead to quarrels and blowa.
We'ro all of us sisters and brothers,
With no eause for quarrels or strife,
And what biesses one blesses others—
Louiza will soon bo my wifel

uise says: "Lot's make concessions;
¥ sach 1s gomea sacrifice due.
You zive ma your worldly possessions
And I'Il give my kinfolks to youl™
Ah, love will hostility banish!
S0 nothing but joy will be known,
And sll forms of sorrow will vanlah
When I muake Loulsa my own!

Lo

An ora of bilss is now duc man,
“Twill come when we follow this plan:
Let the bank book be kopt by thes
wolman
The caok book be resd by the man’
Then the lamb shall lie down with the

lion
And all shall be happy and free,
And n great peace shall coma upon
Zion
When Louisa is married to me!l
— Fark Sun
THEIR COMPROMISE.
“Polly, put the kettis omn,
We'll all take teal”
Blil of faroe we'll nettl
if we can nEreo.
Father wants his ham and eggs,

Mother wants pinin toast,
For o stenk my brother begs,

But 1 want cold roast

Cofles 15 the beverage

nds—

ige

Glives a1
For his ami handa,

Chocolate in father's drink,
itk will do for brother,

Thess put mother on the blink—
Ten's the thing for mother.

Then what of tha careal?
Then what of the frult?
intT Thers's no material
For food or dispute?
Mother s her metile en—

wWith her all agree;
“Polly, put the kettle on,

Wwe'll all take teal™

—Chicago News.
_—
HER FIGURE.

“He fell in love with her figure"

No wounder, for she wns a peach
e shook at the thought of proposing-

B¢ geemed =0 far out of reach,

W

vwHa fell in love with her figtre”
She wae constantly in kis thoughta.
No wonder he loved hor so madly—
Her figure was one and six nsughts!
oe Cone.




