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GETTING DEADY TO GDEN % DANAMA CANAL

LVREPARATIONS BEING RUSIHED FOR WEDDING OF OCEANS NEXT" /‘{0%7’/7

A Simple but Picturesque Incident Will Usher Into Prac-

takings.

the thunder of
1 sweap of the
ugh the full length of

coeremonies Al the official
of the Panama Canal in
part of 1914 will be the
subject of a Natlon's care,

A speclal commissioner alrezady Is In |
Washington and is taking up the vari- |
f the grand celebration ard |

ous plans o
festival to take place when the first
are sent from the

heavy draught
Atlasntic to the Pacific

But when the oceans meet next
month the exercises will be much more
modest. Indeed, there will be almost
nothing to mmform the great American
public that nat two oceanns
have ther for the
hetts wrment

»'... on+t
apldier's wor
= figure during the
will stand Jjust boyond the mud of
fjat dam Wit will be & little
staflft of officers, men whose fuces are
wrinkled by care and browned by con-
stant ¢ 't|.-- wure to the troplc sun.
Behind them a knot of civillans. will
I, » sploteh of color agalnst
f --qumnun When the ex-

the white
wde him
enterprinse,

a .;l]r\ trees and
i2 inondated by the

The mighty dredges
uge valleyvs 80 recent-
g out huge trees which
been left in the lake's bottom
And over the green spillway there will |
sweep for days and days a mang of
vegetation torn from earth by the
Waters.

When the big celebration beglins next
year it will represent the combined
genius of the War and Navy Depart-
ments, Secretary of War Garrison and
Secretary of the Navy Daniels are sven
now holding conferences which are
slowly bringing the plans Into shape.
Later they will hold conferences with
Colonel Goethals, and with him will
finally decide upon the complete cele-
bration to take place when the cannl
is capable of floating the giant battle-
ship Oregon, on whose bridge the Sec-
retary of the Navy will stand as she
plows through the still waters. There
will be dances and receptions and ban-
quets and speechmaking and fireworks
when the work of the canal is flnally
finished.
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Mr. Dodge, in charge of the division
of publications of the Isthmian Canal
Commission, recently stated that the
plans for the opening of the canal were
really merely an extenslon of the work
which has been done in the past

“When the canal s opensd next
month.” sald he, “it,will simply mean
that the last great feature of the work
is to be begun. The men who are In
charge of this work will have as ardu-
ous and steady a task for months as
the men who handled the shovels at
Culebra cut.

“For under the waters of the canal
there are Jdying forests, swamped by
the entrance of the waters. And the
sllding earth of the canal's bottom
must te removed and the channel made
safe hefore the blg vessels of the world
may enter

*“The dredges which are to be em-
ployed from now on will find a steady
mnd difficult task in removing tha
waste Yegelation and sarth from the
anal

‘“Thus when the dike at Gatun dam
i= blown up it will be the signal call-
ing the men to work for the final
stretch in the completion of the canal.
How long it will take I do not Enow.
There are many who, visiting the canal
when this work Is In progress, will
hardly realize that the canal is at Iast
open to pnavigation.™

it Is mnlmost Impossible to realize
what thls enterprise means when you
Are far away frov “hne scene of activ-
itlee, You have hoard that we main-
taln in Panama a beneficént despotism
yvelept “military xgovernment™ which
kesps thousands of workmen buay six
days out of seven, and which, notwith-
starding Itz mighty throng of husky
laborera of many natlc pressrves A
discipline that would be a

1t to a

maodel clty Few can appreciate what
thig tremendous govarniment means.

1 hauve talked to men in Washington
who are the most instrumental In the
completion of the canal This most
stupendous engineering feat of the ages

be a mighty |

tical Use the Greatest Engineering Feat of Modern
Times—Commission Busy With Details of Celebration
That Is to Mark Consummation of Greatest of Under-

‘h?ez“- ra, ‘:‘: daf lﬂj
Dorts FFarm
Comlractors HiZ,

jcannot be Fauged by mere figures

| When one talks lightly of m!lllons he
but compresses the numerals within the
bounds of hiz own imagination

Study for a moment the accompany-
Ing pleture showing the concrets “ap-
proach” to the Gatun dam lock—the
picture that looks llke a gigantie por-
tico larger than the mighty entrance
to the unlon station in Washington.
This Is only incidental to the work of
the canal It is merely & type of
“buffer” extending out from each of
the locks. Yet, when viewed at close
range, It stands by lself a8 2 monu-
mental achlevement justly comparable
with any of cur mighty public build-
inge
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When French genius and French
wenlth attempted the canul, 75,000,000
cubic yards of omteria]l were excavated,
Of this amount 29,000,000 cuble yards
were avallable for ths present canal—
in other words, only about one-third
of the sbandoned French work could
be utilized by Uncle S8am in the con-
struction of his big diteh.

Already more than 220,000,000 cuble
yards have Dbeen taken out by our
laborere. And something over a doliar
has been s=pent cut of the Treasury of
the United Btates for each of these
cuble yards of sarth excavated, In a
statement concluding with the Ist of
May, 1913, the Isthmlan canal commis-
tlon atates that $292,600,000 had been
spent upon thils work.

The canal when completed will at Its
highest polnt ralse water to an eleva-
tion of 85 feat nbove the sea,
and thin helght will be reached by a
flight of three locks located at Gatun
on tne Atlantic elde, by one lock at
Pedro Migue! and by a flight of two
other locks nt Miraflores on the Paciflc
side, -
Each of these locke will be large
enough to lift ships 1000 feet long and
will be 110 feet In width. From deep
witer In the Caribbean Sea to daep wa-
ter Iin the Pacific the cnnal will be a
atreteh of 50 miles,

And the locks, mind you are the nar-
rowest points in the canal. Imagine a
dum-bell sawed lengthwise and you
nave, roughl™, a notlon of the relative
width of ine locks and the cannl chan-
nel at either end.

L - -

The channel from mile 0 In the Carib.
bean Sen to mile 6.70 at the north of
Gatun locks will be 500 feet wide
From the south end of the Gatun locks
to mile 2350 the channel will not be
less than 1000 fesat wide From mlile
A1.60 to 25D the canal will be
800 fesat wide: So It will go to the
Pacifle Coast, varying from 3500 to 1000
feet In width, ao taat a fleet of vessels
might tle up while awalting thelr turn
to go through the locks.

While we nre still doaling in figurag
it might be worth while to mention the
total cost of the cana! to the Unlited
States. The Isthmian Capnnal Commis-
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Franch Canal
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gider a streteh of country 50 miles n
length and 10
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ment avallable to
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It Isn't to be supposed for an Instant| who
hecause a great fuss Isn't
it that this expendltnre hax been made| becnuse the others
The Canal Commlission has| on dradges or bilue prints or the like|
i the 45.000 were not| figure,
assisting in the work.
It is possible from these figires lo!a lesser man, s really

| Colonel Goetha
genfus of the 2
v told me at the Tsthmian Canal
Commission that this mighty, 1
apparently at & pres-
destroy the braln of
the father of

to be =|-musul that |

mada about | struction.
ware not wnrkmz

temized eoach
administration, fortifications, buildings| matlerinlly
everything is
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the cansl., And no man s too small
to get justice from Goethals,

On Sunday mornings he rn.:du-'t-t his
impromptu court, One belleves
that another mnan huas a pig
belonging to him. fle to sen
Goethals. In the musty warmness of
the Qovernment house the complalnant
enters a4 darkened reoom where, sitting
behind a severely plieln desk, Is o man,
square-headed, rather starn-faced, clad
in Immacuelate white. Only the syes of
the man show his latent humor.

With one powe rful hand he strokes
the short, clos croppéd Zray mus-
tache, In n fc words he parsuades
the workman to tell his story, If the
plg has beocn =tolen the offender Ia
punighed. If the workman hag been

trying to get something from Uncle |

an thit so grant
ot give time to de-
s lf bittarly disap-
has sucoeeded

Sam under the Impre
an organization can
tails, he rinds hi
pointed. . For G .
in doing whait d hardly be done
in the best modeled American city. He
has establlsbed a direct system of jus-
tice. which has convinced every man
of his aipeerity and falrness. He knowa
law = he knows engineering, Ha s
the alpha and omega of the canal
and many of his workmen will shake
thelr heads dublousiy when his rule
glves sway to the clvil government
provided by the last administration.

The Canal Zone 12 now being equipped
with an slectrical supply sufficlent to
handle all of the I« & and the light-
houses as well, T & high concrete
lighthouses have | nnge nppearance
now, standing as th do In the midst
of dry wide jungle. But In a llttle
while they will be the gulde posts of
the long stretch of water

The monstrous locks, though heavy
enough to crush a houss, will be moved
a8 2asfNly and smoothly as & door by the
electrical power supplied.

The lighthouses will opersta ruto-
matically, flashing and golng out,
flashing and golng out, from dark un-
til sunrise,

When the cunal s opaned the big
boats will bs carried through the locks
upon lttle cars run by electricity.
These trims wiil be operated much like
swltch englnes and will haul ships big
enough to carry & thousand of them
on board without Inconvenience,

It I1s now stated positively that no
ship will be allowed to go through the
canal under her own steam. The lHitle
"trolley cars,” as they are called by
the workmen, will be panting and pull-
ing day and night as the big ships from
&ll parts of the world are brought up
to be loaded or unloaded.

I have talked recently to the men In
Washington who are directly interested
in the Panama Canal project. Repre-
sentative Adamson, of Georgla, In
WwWiisse committee originated the law
under which the Panama Canal was
operated, was the first man I suw, A=
chalrman of the House committee on
interstate and forelgn commerce, he
has had most to do with the adoption
of the code of clvil law for Panama In
the House,

“It may surprise you'" sald he, *“to
[ind that the Panama Canal g golng to
have 4 government of Itx own, which, 1
balieve, will be suporior to the goverr-
ment of many an American city. Did
you ever stop to think that the Panamna
Canal had ths benefit of the wisdom of
the entire United States Government
whan the law governlng the conduct of
Its affalrs came into belng?

“In other words, Congress has devot-
ed Ita time to preparing a law for Pan-
ama which shall have none of the
weaknesses which are found in other
Bovernmeantsa.*

“Do you believe," I asked, “that the
Panama government In al] of {ts feat-
ures w:ill surpass any other munielpal
or stata government?

“1 belleve It will," he replied. “I be-

lleve that the Government will be as

good and as free from corruption ns it
has been in the past—and that is high
praise.”™
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You Must Vote in Argentinms.

Naw ¥« Times.
Like almonst ev fen of de-
mocracy as nt pr won -."-'-1-— or
Instance, referen pro.

portional party T
the abligatory vote has b
in Bwitzerland. Some years
cantons introduced nnd
with Indifferent success, The firat
country to imitate i :
natlonal seale was Argentl
municipal. district, =tats or Fopdaral
eloctions take pl onca avery faw
weeks, but usually not more than 15
per cent of the voters go to the polls.
An old-style Latin-American rovolus
tion In Argentina s now quite as
unlikely as In the Unlted States, but
If aver that country having
one it was when an at

to bring into court th of cltl-
zens llable to a ten-j s for not
having appeared at Tt s and at

jaant having cast & blank vote, If they
did not want to take sldes

The Argentina trial with the obliga~
tory vole has thus fiar not been a sup-
cess, for the simpls reason that practi=
cally all of those who have an opinion
of thelr own go to vote anyhow, while
the balance, If they votes at all, are
merely what the ward heeler knowas as
“cattle™

However, It might he well to watch
further the expariment now mada in
Argentina, and maybe we ma 1
teach but learn something from on
our sistar republles.

Warm Plants in Alpine Snows.
Pathfinder

The Alpine flower, called tl sonldas
nella, produces heat sufl T
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deep the plant s«
through the snow, w
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Witness Fees After 53 Years.,

Pittaburg Gasette-Times
Renben Winters, & man who was a

fee & few days ago.



