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STEMMING THE TIDE.

Whether to be alarmed or not at
the tide of foreigm immigration which
In setting =0 strongly toward the
shores of the United States is a ques-
tion which will be answered different-
1y according to cur various points of
visw. The actual immigration figures
are a little deceptive because, of late
years, an increasing number of for-
elgners stay here only for a Iittle
whilse and then go back home. This
habit has becn growing for some time
until the retorning tide now compures
in magnitude with the adyvancing,
though, of courss, it is still a great
deal -wenker. But, making all possl-
bie reservations, It must be confessed
that we have an embarrassing host of
forelgners to deal with and are likely
to have stlll more befora long. The
census of 1910 gives some startling
mtatistics concerning them. In that
year there svere in this country about
19,000,000 persons of foreign or mixed

parentage. Of thess, about a milllon
waore Canadinns, almost flve milllon
Germans, mors than three milllon
Irish, whila the Russian Jews num.

bered somewhat above a miilion and
the Poles und Bohemianas somewhat
under that mark.

This forelgn-born population ia In-
creasing vearly at a rapid rate, per-
haps by one-sixth of Itself, Its birth
riate far exceeds that of the native-
born and It recelves constant acces-
plong from across the ocean. More-
over, the foreigners do not distribute
themsslyvea well They dwall cooped
up in the city slums instesrd of scat-
tering out upon the land, where they
ought to be. New York, for exam-
ple, hos a forelgn-born population of
more than 1,600,000, which equals a
third of its inhabitants. Hardly one-

fifth of New York's population Is of
“Anglo-Saxon' blood. It Is n forelgn
elty, reckoning according to our usual
standards, and so is Chlcago. Some
of the smaller cities exhibit a stll

more interesting condition, Of ths In-
hnbitants of Lawrence, Mass, to take
an extreme case, &ll but one In eight
are of foreign or mixed parentage.
The same is true of Fali River, Mass,,
nnd of Passale, N, J., a= well as of
many another manufacturing town of
considerable size. In Massachusetls,
Rhode Izland and New York State the'
foreign-born population 1= more than
o fourth of the whole. In such Mid-
dle Western states as Minnesota and
North Dakota it reaches the same pro-

portion. In states like Wisconsin,
Michignn and Pennsylvania it is only
slightly less. Even in Texas it 18 a
tenth of the whole, and the same is
true of Oklahoma. The foreign-born
population of the entire group of
Rocky Mountaln and Coast stutes, ex-
cluding Idaho and New Mexico, rises
to about 25 per cent. In Idaho it is
not more than 106 per cent.

This condition of things is sufficlent
to alarm anybody who is imbued with
a dread of “foreligners” as such. The
recant immigrants come largely from
unfamiliar parts of Eurcope. Their

languages do not resemble English at
nll. Their habits of life are unlike
our own, and it is common to say that
they cannot be “"Americanized.” 'Our
prophets of ovil look fondly back to
the good old times when the Immi-
grunts were mostly Irish, Germans
and Scandinavians and shake their
heads sadly over the change. "“We
conld assimilate those old-time immi-
grants,"” they wall, “but the new ones
are utterly indigestible. If they keep
on pouring in they will swamp our in.
stitutions.” Such talk as this involves
ona or two fallacies which it may be
worth ;while to notice. In the first
place we did not “assimlilate” either
the Germans, Irish or Scandinavians.
Qn' the contrary, they assimilated us.
Wherever thoy settled in predominant
numbers they radically modified
American institutions, This is notori-
ously true of New York, where the o0ld
EKnicKerboocker clvilization evaporated
like dew under the influence of the
Irish. But It s just as true of Wis-
consin, Missourl and Illinols. The
Germans stumped thelr ideas indeli-
bly upon the Institutions of those
states, and is again trus of Minnesots
and the Dakotas. Thoss common-
wealths in idenls and modes of
thought are as Scandinavian as Nor-
way and they show it in everything
but their language. None of the lan-
guages can hold their own against the
all-conquering English, but ideas have
far better fortune, All that the ordl-
niry wisenscre means when he speaks
of a forelgner belng “Americanized™
i= that he has dropped his native
tongue for English, ©Of course this
means a good deal, but not nearly so
much as some persons would like to
belleve,

The institutions wh‘ch the Germans
and Scandinavians, as well as the
Irish, have established here are now
Just as genulnely “American” as those
set up by the Puritans, and In scores
of cases they are Infinitely better,
Moreover, wo must not forget that in
the davs when the Irish first began to
pour in the same cry was heard that
“they were dJdestroying our civillza-
tion.* 'They did destroy part of it
but they put something a good deal
better in Its place. The Germans, we
were told with tears and sobs, weére

Wiegconein. They dld that very thing
and it has turned out to be an excel-
lent land to live in. ‘Wisconsin, with
all its Germanism, sets & noble exnm-
ple for the rest of the country to fol-
low, which is more than anybody can
zay of Puritan New England for thesg
many yvears, Now we hear the sume

melancholy wall sbout the Poles and
Italians, to say nothing of the Rus-
slan Jews,

We wish there were space here to
tell the honest truth about these most
admirable races of men. Physically
they are leagues ahead of the spind-
Hng, dyspeptic Yankee, Mentally they
are patient, intelllgent and merry.
They bring to us the art, the besautiful
folk lore and folk dances, the gay
ideals of thelr natlve lands, and we
shut them Up in sueh debasing =inks

g5 Lawrence and Paterson, where
their bodles are rulned and their
minds poisoned. Then we wonder

that they fall a prey to the I. W, W.
And we wonder also wwhy they collect
In slums Instead of golng out upon the
land. They collect where they can
make their llving. Whdal have we
done to help them get out upon the
land? Canada has solved that prob-
le completely. Bo have the Argen-
tine Republic and Brasil. We have
done absolutely nothing about it ex-
cept to whine and snivel. If our for-
eign population does prove a& menace
to our civilization, we may thank our
own stupidity and: Indolence. The
trouble is in ourselves, and not in the
ifmmigrants.

COOL HEADS AND FIEM
NEEDED.

Governor West left the executive
offices at 8alem, boarded the train
for Paortland, went to the scene of
the packing company’'s sirike on the
Eunst Silde, personally faced the strik-
ers and the agitntors, and demanded
that they obey the law or be visited
by severs penaltles, It was a sur-
prising performance and Indesd a bold
pne. Let the Governor have whatever
credit his intentlons and his personal
intrepidity entitle him to have. The
Oregonian s not disposed to cavil with
him or with any official who respects
the law and Is determined at any haz-
ard to make others respect it.

Yot the Governor'as deed was not in
all its aspects fortunate or judicious
In the crisis that confronts the admin-
istration of law and the prexsrvation
of order in Portland, there ought to
be nelither susplelon of motive nor
division of counsel nor conflict of ac-
tion among the representatives of the
police power of state, county or city.

Governor West appears neither to
have consulted with the Mayor nor
the Sheriff about the local situation,
nor to have considered the effect up-
on them and thelr plans of his precip-
itate personal descent upon Portland.
It is true that he says he was mora
or less In touch with the strike, but
it seema to have been entirely
through his personal agents, He
ought first to have sought communi-
cation with the Mayor, the Chief of
Police, and, If need be, the Bheriff;
and if he was convinced that they
were inactive, or powerless, or unable
to keep the peace and protect the
peaceable, he would have been entire-
ly justified In taking matters Into his
own hands. He consulted nobody
who onght to have been consulted in
Portland,

If tha Governor's interference shall
have contributed to improvement of
condlitions or brought about a settle-
ment of a4 serious and: growing issue,
wall and good. But it 1s an occasion
for the use of cool heads as well as
firm hands, The Governor's place is
behind, not bafore, the Mayor of Port-
land, in' the present situation, where
he may and should give the support
of his powerful office. Let us have
harmony between the various arms of
government. If we cannot have It,
wa ghall bs in a bad way.

HANDS

THE MEANING OF THE IMPERATOR.

They that go down to the sea In
ships have a sumptoous time of it
these daye. The new German passen-
ger steamer Imperator gives Its pat-
rons about everything they could buy
on shore and in a style-of luxury that
no Sybarite ever dreamed of surpass-
ing. The cld-time cabin with beds on

narrow shelves has glven way to a
spaclous apartment with breakfast
room, two bedrooms, servants’ sleep-

ing quarters, bath and drawing-room.
There is a palm garden on board, &
sun parlor whose arched roof of glass
spans the whole width of the ship,
dining convenlences of half a dozen
different descriptions, from the long
table supplied wholesale out of the
ship's kitchen to the private gustatory
ahrine of the “imperial gquarters,” with
their separate pantry and cooks. The
modern passenger steamer carries a
population of 5000 people. The fru-
gal-minded pay about the same prices
for accommodations as they did of
vore, but those who partielpate In the
luxuries of their floating home must
vield up something like 3§5000 for
what they get. No doubt the experi-
ence iz worth the price. It must be
delightful to have a deck all to one.
salf and one’s valet, & sun parlor, a
private HlHbrary, a music-room and a
grand saloon hung with Gobelin tapes-
tries while salling the briny deep.

It is sald that the more than Orl-
antal private splendors of such vessels
as the Imperator are not patronized
by the truo leaders of the American
aristocracy. The Astors and Vander-
bilts, for example, content themselves
with accommodations less magnificent
than they could procure {f they
wished to spend their money In that
way., It is our newly rich who breast
the ocean waves Iin the glow of Pom-
peifan frescoes and refresh their
storm-beaten Tbodles 1in perfumed
baths. The old families are content
with the second best, making up for
what they lack iIn splendor by the
consciousness of their exalted social
rank. Still, even the second best on a
modern steamer is better than & mere
human being seems worthy of. Read-
Ing of the fleshly dellghts which are
lavished on those wwho can afford to
pay, one cannot help remembering the
old Greek belief that too much show
of carnal pride would provoke the
envy of the pgods and bring down
curses upon the offender’'s head., What
i to become of our moneyed princes
who dwell in “Imperators'” on land
and sea?

The merit of the ancient European
aristocracies 15 that with their privi-
lagea they mcknowledge & strict obli-
gation. The motto "“noblesse oblige™
means & good deal to them. It is not
good form in England or Germany for
n hereditary noble to spend all his
rents on pampering his body. He
owes a duty to his tenants, to the
neighborhood where he llves and to
his country. Many of the great Brit-
ish reforms have been fathered by
members of the aristocracy. Some
nobles have been eminent In =sclence
and lUterpture. They . have com-
manded the armies of the empire and
unlversally given part of their time to

golug to found & new fatheriand inj

-

sama Is true of the Germsn aristoc-
racy to an even greater degree. The
notion of vacuous jdieness would be
abhorrent to them. If they had noth-
ing better to do than run about the
world seeking new stimulants, they
would probably commit suicide.

Our aristocracy is mainly the prod-
uwot of accldent., Its members possess
enormous fortunes, but only In excep-
tional cases by any merit of thelr own.
They happened to be placed In sur-
roundings where it was raining gold
and they had just wit enough to turn
thelr pote right side up. Some, purély
by chance, settled on coal lands.
When the coal was discovered they
could not help amassing weaith, The
Astors happened to put thelr money
into New TYork land. The growing
population of the city heaped up a
fortune for them. All they had to do
was to sit by and collect their multi.
piying rents.

THE DUTY OF WOMEN.

Alfred Hayes, professor of law in
Columbla Univerality, has an article In
the Current Independent with the slg-
nificant title “Thrust the Baliot Upon
Women." The writer discusses the
time-worn and familiar argument that
“the duty of voting should mnot be
thrust upon women until the majority
of them desire it, making the true
and sensible remark that *“whether
the majoriiy desire the ballot is not
known,” and moreover the proposed
referendum to find out is not worth
while. How many women, callad up-
on to vote on the question, would vote
at all, unless they desired the ballot?
Women who are Indifferent or who
are hostile would, of course, stay
EWAY.

The questions to be answered in de-
termining whether to confer the bal.
jot upon women are well stated by
Mr, Hayves as follows:

(1) Do women nesd
thelr development and the promotion of their
interants? {(2) Does soclety need the votes
of women for its welfara? The test Is not
inclination but need. It is a strange notion
of the ballot which classes It as an orna-
ment to bs put on or off as the women Inay
deaire.

An affirmative reply may be made
to both queries. We have found in
Oregon that the women ,who thought
they needed the ballot for their own
benefit have used It for the general
benefit, and that some of the women
who opposed suffrage take their du-
ties seriously, study publlie questions
and vote, We think the time {s com-
ing when all eliglble women will vote
as freely @2 men, except the scarlet
women. The political Interest that
solicits and secures their support in.
vitea defent. Such women do not
seek to get in, but to kesp out of‘ the
public eve.

ths euffrage for

BAITING THE COURT.

Although the dock commission cass
invelving title to overflowed land on
Portland’s water front has become &
cloged incident in view of the decision
by the commission not to ask a re-
hearing, a reply should, iIn common
Justice to ths Supreme Court, bs mads
to the continued attacks upon that
tribunal by the men and interests
which encournged the shoestring lit-
igation in which the commission has
been defeated.

It has been repeatedly and openly
chatrged that the Supreme Court re-
versed severnl former rulings in de-
ciding agalnst the dock commission.
It is easy to find in the great number
of Bupreme Court decisions rendered
some chance phrases or expressions
that seem to have a bearing upon an
important Issue newly presented or
newly declded. These collateral opin-
lons are known in law as obiter dicta,
and are universally considered not
binding. It is on obiter dicta that the
entire criticism of the dock case de-
¢lsion is based. A paragraph from
the opinion iIn Montgomery vs. Ehav-
ar, 40 Oregon 247, ls frequently clted
as having established a rule violated
in the recent decision. This paragraph
reads:

It s suggested that the shora owner of
upland takes to low waler Instead of ordin-
ary high water mark, but the ruls to the
contrary has been so firmly established in
this jurisdiction that It Is unnecessary to
treat the question further than to cite the
cuses in which it waa involved.

To refresh the memory it may be
stated that in 1862 the Legislature
authorized owners of uplands border-
ing on navigable waters in incorpor-
ated towns to construet wharves upon
the game extendlng bevond low water
mark to the ship channel. In 1874
and 1876 the Legislature in addition
to the wharf grant conveyed to up-
land owners the overflowed lands in
front of theslr pramises, that Is lands
between the upland and the low water
line.

The case of Montgomery vs. Bhaver,
from chich the above quotation is
taken, was & controversy over wharf-
ing privileges, not overflowed land.
The shore line in front of the prop-
erty of the litlgants formed an angle,
with the result that If each claimed
wharfing privileges out to deep water
at right angles to high water mark
their rights overlapped. The sole ques_
tlons invelved in the case concerned a
ratable adjustment of the clalms of
the litligantis and whether rights of
adverse poesession extend to wharfing
privileges. The lssue of state owner-
ship of overflowed lands was in no
way involved.

It should be remembered that
wharfing rights attach to upland, not
to overflowed lands, In the absence
of the record in the case we cazn only
speculate as to why the saggestion
was made that uplands extended to
low water mark, but obviousiy the na-
ture of the controversy would have
been altered if the contention had
been upheld, and probably as result of
differing contours of high and low
water lines, Obviously, too, the court
was merely defining the extent of up-
land In order to determine the pro-
portion of wharfing rights that at-
tached thereto. It did not say that the
grant of overflowed lands to the up-
land owner was valld or Invalid. That
question was not In issue.

As a matter of fact, instead of re-
varging itself on this proposition in
the recent opinion, the Supreme Court
has speclifically affirmed 1its former
ruling. In the dock commission cuase
it says: "“An upland owner of land
bordering on a navigable stream owns
only to the high water line and the
streamn and the river and its banks
and bed belong to the state) But as
in the Montgomery vs Bhaver case
one cannot rely on an lsolated sen-
tence or paragraph to ascertaln the
court’s meaning. What has been said
before and what comes after must
also be read, In the later opinion the
court says: “In the case at bar the ad-
jacent overflowed land has been con-
veyved by the state to the upland own-
er.,” It then procesds to define up-
iand as it has always defined it. Theye
{s no faltering, no cRBange, Do Tre-
versal. Upland extends to high water
line. Betwecen that and low water is
the overflowed land, which has been
grantad to upiand owners. The up-

the  business of government. The|

lund owner alsc has the right to
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wharf beyond low water to the ship
channel. This s as laws and court
rulings have long been construed by
the public and by the taxing officials,
and upon this construction have num.
berless transfers of really and the
prices thereon been based in the last
forty wyears, .. g

Aside from {ts legal soundness there
is an element of justice In the cpinlon
that should not be overlooked, The
owners of the water front property in
question were grain buyers. They
bought it with Intent to erect a whart
thereon to facilitate their business,
The title of the property was puassed
on by‘a firm of lawyers who rtelled
on the good faith of the siate as ex-
pressed in its statutes. But the own-
ors were delasyed in building by =
change enacted in the fire limits after
their purchase. This change ,com-
pelled tham to construct comncrete in-
stead of wooden wharves, ag intended.
Their financlal resources did not at
the time permit {mprovements so
costly, so the land was held and state,
county and ecity regularly levied and
collected taxes on it.

The sult to deprive them of the
property was commenced at the
helght of the grain shipping season
and at a time when these dealers had
temporarily used sall thelr [(inancial
resources to move the portion of the
crop they handled. Idke other grain
buyers they operated in the shipping
senson in part on borrowed capitsl
The unwarranted -lawsuit attacked
one of their best assets and impaired
their credit at the banks, Only their
high standard of personal Iintegrity
pulled them through the crisis. Had
the city won its unwarranted action
they would not only have lost prop-
erty in which they had Invested $137,-
000, but would have been bankrupted
in busineas and whelly ruined finan-
clally. How many other shore land
owners would have had a simlilar fate
cannot be told, but they would not
have been few In number.

But there has been no grab. The
shore owmer’s title built up on faith
in the honor of the state and In the
integrity of its plain and unsquivocal
statutes was upheld by a court which
refuses to heed a ecarefully nursed
clamor for confiscation of private
property—a ¢lamor whose sole foun-
dation is that the public once owned
the property, but in its disposal did
not comply with all the maszes of Je-
gal  technicality.

POINDEXTER'S NEPOTIEM.

The BSeattle Post-Intelligencer has
been at some pains to Investigate the
political annals of the Poindexter
family, and It makes the discovery
that the chief of the clan, Milea Poin-
dexter, Progressive Senator from
Washington, ha#s taken precious fine
care of the whole outfit. Or, rather,
he has seen that the United States
Government cares for them. For Sen-
ator Polndexter has during his term
of office contrived to place the fol-
lowing relatives on the Federal pay-
roll:

Ernest Polndexter, William Poin-
dexter, Fielding L. Poindexter, Gale
Poindexter, Eugene Poindexter, Carl-
ton D, Polndexter, Robert H. Poln-
dexter, Major Jefferson D. Poindexter,
Mrs, Anna L. Poindexter,
Poindexter, Samuel J. Graham.

The Poindexter with the unknown
gliven name is on the Navy payroll at
Washington, and the somr Gale is a
midshipman at Annapolls, The Ilist
Includes three brothers, one son, six
cousing and the wife of a seventh
cousin. Besldes these striking evi-
dences of the paternal interest of Sen.
ator Poindexter in his own kin, it ap-
pears that the Poindexter famlly has
#o0ld to the Government for $30,000
mountain land in Virginia owned by
his family. The BSenator has recent.
Iy built a fine house in a fashionable
gection of Washington,

Senator Poindexter has not been
able to get any party appointments—
or very few—for his own supporters
in Washington, but hs hae ent Sake al]
over the United States for the Poin-

dexters. The Polndexter appoint-
ments range from midshipman to
postmaster, mailing-room clerk at

the Capitol to assistant to the Attor-
ney-General. But the faithful Iin
Washington State go hungry.

The Polndexter eplsode is quite the
worst ease of nepotism In recent po-
litical history. Evidently Polndexter
is making hay while the sun shines.
He iz the only Progressive Senator,
Ho ought to be the last of his kind.

WISDOM IS BETWEEN EXTREMES.

Controversy over the currency bill
will evidently rage around the ques-
tion aa to the degree to which the Gov-
ernment shall interfere In the manage-
ment of the reserve banks. At the
one extreme of opinion are thosze
bankers who object to any greater de-
gree of Federal control over reserve
banks than is n'ow exercised over Na-
tional banks. At the other extreme
are those who, taking the facts dis-
covered by the Pujo committes as evi.
dence that no banker is to be trusted,
would in effect have the Government
do a banking business with private
capital which the banks had been
forced to contribute. In the one class
are the great NAnmencial interests of
New York and other business centers,
In the other are Secretary Bryan and
those who, llke him, belleve that Fed-
eral officials alone can be trusted to
fix interest rates and to regulate the
ebb and flow of capital between the
money centers and the producing dls.
tricts. They have, in effect, revised
Jefferson's dictum to read: **That gov-
ernment governs best which governs
most."”

As msgual In such controversies,
truth lies somewhere between the two
extremes. Admittedly control of cap.
itel and credit has become concen-
trated in few hands. This fact is con-
fessed by pne of those who exercise
this control to be & danger to the
country. Although thils condition is
largely the result of our present perni-
clous banking law, It has spread
among the people distrust of bank-
ers In general and has created o de-
mand for greater Government control.
The Owens-Glass bill proposes to con-
fer so many benefits on the banks, it
gives thém so many things for which
they have long asked. that they can
well afford to submit to closer control
as thé price of wvaluable concessions,
They can scarcely afford to sacrifice
all concentration of reserves, redis-
counts, ‘asset currency, foreign
branches, retirement of bond-secured
currency, through unreasonable oppo-
sition to closer supervision.

On the other hand, those at the op-
posite extreme cannot afford to dash
the country’s hopes of currency re-
form by rigld insistence on the terms
of the present bill. They cannot rea-
sonably ask the banks to surrender
the power to fix interest rates from
week to week to a board of seven Fed-
eral officlals, only one of whom need
be a banker, and who are subject to
all the changing winds of politics
through appoifntment for only eight

years. Nor can they reasonably aak

“

the banks to surrender one-fifth of
their capital and one-twentieth of
their deposits to a reserve bank gov-
erned by & board two-thirds of whoss
members are either appointed or re-
movable by the Federal Reserve
Board.

The bill is admitted to be a com-
promise, and the announcement of
Chalrman Glass that the House com-
mittee Is willing to conslder amend-
ments glves hope of further compro-
mise. How far some bankerz are
willlng to go in this direction may be
Inferred from a letter which John
Harsen Rhoades, a Wall-street bank-
er, has written to President Wilson.
He sees in the endeavor to avoid the
placing of overmuch power in the
hands of the banker an tendency to
place overmuch power in the hands of
the politician. He sugegcsis that the
danger of politieal contrél could be
eliminated if the Federal Reserve
Board were appointed for Iife, and
that we should then have a positive
guaranty of exclusion of personul in-
terest,

S0 coneciliatory a2 s=pirit on the one
slde should awaken a like spirit on
the other. If the moderates on the
two =ldes get together the extremists
can be jignored and Congress may
avolve that much-needed boon—a
sound banking and currency system.

THE NEW LAUREATE.

Robert Bridges, the new poet laure-
ata of England, is distinctly a safe
man. He has no disturbing opinions
on any subject whatevar; or, if he has,
his svritings do not show them. The
serenity of his soul {s not muddled by
Kipling’s robust j{inguvism nor Brown-
Ing’s turbid philosophy. He  Thns
never felt Tennyson's thrills over evo-
lution nor Swinburne’s affection for
anarchy. The world may wag as it
will as far as Mr. Bridges Is _con-
cerned. All ho asks s permission to
sit and trill his pensive little lays in
his Oxford hermitage. His volce 1is
thin and tinny. His posatry is frail
and iecy. But {n its frigid way It pos-
sezses a sort of beauty, or rather ohe
ought to say, perhaps, that it has no
fauits. Mr. Bridges belongs to the
class of writers agalnst whom nothing
can be sald by the most {ll-natured
tongues. In all that he has published,
and it is a good derl, he hias not com-
mitted a solitary sin against prosody
or gentleamanly taste. His rhymes are
perfect, his feet cut to exact length.
In many ways he |8 o well-chosen rep.
resentative of all that s old, stable
and a little desiccated In British 1ife.
He s a good churchman, tending
rather to be "high,"” as we gather
from his+poetry, an ardent adorer of
throne and nobility, a devoted wor-
shiper of the classics,

No doubt this last guallity particu-
iarly endears him to the middla-class
BEritish, who, next to their lords, love
the Greek and Roman myths, Thelr
minds are a little too reposeful to
have Invented a mythology of their
own, 8o they have taken Zeus and
Mars to thelr souls with all the para-
phernalia of i{magination that goes
with them and the poets whom they
like best are those who dutifully re-
hash this material. Mr. Bridges has
done this to sweet perfection. His
long poems, of which he has published
several, handle such themes as "De-
mater,” “Eros and Psyche,” “Prome-
theus the Fire Giver,” and 8o on, His
dramas cling to Rome. *“The Tragedy
of Nero” is one of them. This Is a
stupendonus production in two parts
which have been greatly admired by
sepulchral critics, though the first
part s =ald to lack somewhat of the
genuine odor from the tombs which
breathes through the second. His
“Feast of Bacchus” is an imitation of
Menander, whose lost plays have stim-
ulated British genius to emulation for
centurise. The fact that nobody quite
knows how hils plays ran makes the
exercise all the more (fascinating to
people who have nothing better to do.

The “Feast of Bacchus" has another
attraction for Britlsh antiguaries iIn
that It Is founded on Terence’'s “Heau-
tontimoroumenos.” How exquisitely
classleal it makea one feel merely to
sée that divine word in print, and if
one can sctually pronounce it his soul
seems to wallow in culture. A man
who ¢an imitate both Terence and
Menander at the same time Is sure to
receive as many palms and laurel
wreaths as he cares to ask for from
Oxford and the British ministry. Mr,
Bridges' great and decisive merit ap-
pears to be his tota] lack of Interest
in modern times. The world of classlc
myth and fable completely satiffies
him. If all that has happened for the
last 300 years were annihllated, leav-
Ing hils Oxford cell undisturbed, his
tinny plping would proceed just the
same. Not ane of hls pet ldeas would
be lost., not a2 solitary darling of hils
soul would be killed. We may ex-
press the new laureate's crowning
merit in another way by saying that
he has no opinlons on anything but
prosody and Aphrodite. There Is no
danger of his writing an ode to Mrs.
Pankhurst. He is not at all llkely to
celebrate the airship In a roaring song.
Whatever he produces will be quiet,
gentlemanly and dry enough to be ac-
ceptable to good soclety everywhere.

We do not need to say that a poet
lilke Mr. Bridges has no readers, or,
at ‘any rate, but very few. A certaln
school of critics pralse him with cul-
tured moderation and we supposs they
must have read through his classical
imitations and his sequence of love
sonnets. But the rest of the world is
content to admire him tepidly without
trying to read him. He was so well
aware that hils poems were not for the
herd thit in the beginning of his ea-
reer he circulated them In private edi-
tions. His admirers do thelr best to
make & merit of his inabllity to gain
the public ear. They say his beauty
is too dellcate to be intellizgible to the
vulgar., His music 15 refined to such
a degree of purity that the common
ear cannot appreciate ita fragile ca-
dences. His faultless verse ls attuned
only to highly cultured souls. There
is something In this =ort of praise. We
do mnot for a moment question that
there is a beauty and purity of art
which the grent masses cannot appre-
ciate, but we do not belleve that it is
of much worth.

In our judgment Mr. Bridges' dell-
cacy and fragility, his isolatlon from
the world he lives in and his devotion
to the dead past simply mean that his
genius is sterlle. Tt never has been
fertilized by the spirit of his own time
and therefore it bears nothing but 1it-
tle abortlons which resemble poetry
in form but lack its true vitality and
ara doomed to perish before long., A
poet who can find nothing in the mod.
ern world to siog about, but must
wander back to Menander and Ter-
ence for his themes, mlight as well
never have been born. He ls certainly
not destined to survive a great while.
Menander has come down to us, a few
fragments of him, because he loved
tha life of his generation and put it
into great literature. Mr. Bridges
cares not a penny for any lHfe or any

problems of life since Rome fell, This

lack of interest in the modern world
fits him to sing of Kings' birthdays
and Queens’ laces, but it makes his
poetry as lfeless as the mummies.
Those who pralse him most say that
he “avoids all the questions that per-
plex pur day and this makes his po-
etry reposeful.” Death has the same
kind of repose. Mr. Bridges is an
apostla of art for art's sake. One of
his best friends writes of him that “he
toves love and loves beauty.” This is
as true as possible, bt In order to
be a great poet he must love men and
women. Love and beauty are but
shadows unnless they are embodled in
our passionate’ and suffering fellow
crentures.._

It has become &0 habitual with
many people to spesk with horror of
the streets as & place where children
learn and do evil that the People's In-
stitute of New York City set to work
to ascertain just what chlldren do In
the streets. It employed 500 persons
to take & census of what chlldren
were doing on the streets of New York
one April afternoon between 4 and §
o'clock. They counted 158,636 chlil-
dren. They found fifty-two distinet
games In progress, baseball belng the
most popular. Only 904 boys and six
girls among the 94,502 observed in
Marihattan were fighting, or about
two-thirds of 1 per cent. There was
little gambling among boys, chlefly
pitching pennies and shooting craps.
About 20 per cent of the children were
slmply loafing. As the sireets are
about the only playground the eclty
furnishes, the children seem to make
good use of them.

The new Commissioner of Educa-
tion announces that he edited his an-
nual report with the idea that it was
to be read by the general public.
Would that all Government officlals
would follow his example. Millions
have been spent in printing and bind-
ing Government reports which nobody
reads because they are too long and
prolix, too technical and too full of dry
stetistlies. Thelr very aspect is repel.
lent and one no sooner sees their titles
than one turns from them with aver-
slon. Why can’'t they be condensed,
translated iInto pilaln English and
made generally readable? Then the
money spent on them would not be
wasted and Americans would not be
compPelled to turn to the work of a
newspaper man Ilke Haskin to learn
how their Government s organized
and what it i=s doing.

The bhack-to-the-farm movement
has split the family of Richard F.
Hallahan, of New TYork. The hus-
bund wearled of lving in ecity flats
and wished to take his children to the
country, where they would have room
to develop, but his wifs refused to go
on the pretext that she would be too
far from her own family. She sued
for separation on the ground of cruel.
ty and Justice Delaney granted
plea with 540 a month alimony. But
er's vilews and awarded
to him. It would be

the
interesting

Jdren overcomes her aversion
country.

lease of Americans held prisoners by
Mexlcan rebels is the first sign
vigor in his foreign policy. The
may

as wa ended it in Cuba.

Posinl cards are
dent In 1816.”
carded In favor of red hair?
Diplomatic relations between

stralned.

stocking and how skilfully
was stowed.
a wooden leg, the woman could
considerabla gold without its
noticed,

being

The spcculative land owner proves

to constriuction
irrigation project. They are playing
dog-in-the-manger, refusing to devel-
op the land themselves or to let any-
body else develop it until an exorbl-
tant price has been paid.

Religious education in the
i= no sooner

proposed than the gues-
tlon arises: What rellgion? Then
irouble begins. The scheme s im-
practicable in & nation where rellgious
Iiberty prevalls, and the natién i= not

Congress,
tivea

Senators and Representi-
could not easily =llp in theair
Jokes. Hence Sanator Bacon's hor-
ror at Senator Owen's bill, for he i=
a Benator of the old school,

Warning Is given of danger of
sprend of dizeass by the antomatic
clgar cutter. After all, the only safe-
ty lies in ths oid pipe, ripe and rotten.
Nobody can get close enough to it to
eatch anything,

streets will net prevent pets at home
from biting A pood many decent
animals are due for humilation and
must suffer for possible general good.

In this absurd e¢limate, where blan-
kets are needed at night and a light
WTap In the daytime, one can pity the
poor Kansan sweltering in 110 degrees
in the shade.

ruie there will be no
disturbances after the first 12th of
July foliowing Inauguraton. There
will be no Orangemen: left.

TUnder home

Portland's new Inspector does not
know one dance from another, but he
knows what Is decent and proper, and
that Is encugh.

Waldo Sloan’s name is ndded to the
roll of honor of boy heroes, whether
or not he gets a Carnegle medal.

A Portland policeman plays many
parts. The latest addition to his rep-

ertoire is Inspector of dances.
Miss Wilson and her father are
quoted as saylng young Saryre Is a

fine fellow. Laucky Sayre!

Get Into the country today and help
Nature rejoice in _her glory.

Jack Johnson ia In London, where
ths color llme is invisible.

her

He expressed sympathy with the fath-
children
to
Enow how long a time will elapse be-
fore the mother's pining for her ¢hil-
to the

Secretary Bryan's request that Colo-
nel Brewer be ordered to demand re-

of
time
be near when the United States
must do the work of International po-
licemsan by ending anarchy in Mexico,

belng clrculated,
reading: “Governor Stubbs, of Kansas,
Progressive party candidate for Presi.
Are teeth to be dis-
Is the
creature to turn against its creator?
Ovyster
Bay and Topeka are likely to become

How much gold can a woman carry
in her stocking without limping was
the question raised In a Seattle court.
Well, that depends on the woman, the
the gold
If the stocking covered
CATTY

to have been one of the chief obstacles
of the Weat Umatilla

schools

the

willilng to abandon religious liberty
in order to make it practicable.
If experts were to draw bhills for

4

Montana Mutterings

By Leone Cnss Bacer.

(Written at Bllings.)
Amended reading of an old proverb—
Where the family s, theres lleth also

the vacation.
- - -

On to Montana g one of the slogans,
and I verily believe that any visitor ia
fully so after a weelkt's stay.

- - -
Member of locnl board of health
found rubber tire in a plece of sausage.
Which proves that in Biilings als¢e the
motor car is replacing the hoarse,

- - -
Am 50 lazy I wish T had a job taking
moving pletures of a tortolse.

-

My esister's three-year-old baby girl
asked: "Gran'ma do you =es great big
when you got vour specs on¥™ “Yes™
answered grandmother. “Den take ‘&m

off when you cut my cake.”
L - L
Looal minlater advertised that he
was going to preach a sermon for wo-
men undar 30 and men out of debt. The
church was puacked.
- -
There was n nice I
called at a houss across
Indy mat him at
him “Enter pray.”

-
isfaliment man
Lthe way.

door,

the and be
She sald "It's lovely
waather. Won't you tuake the easy
chalr?” “No,” he sald, "but the plano
I'll take If you don't cure.”
- -
It takes a lot
woman satisfled

-
the
hers.

make
with
-

Lo average
-

Its eusy enough

after one has acquired
- -

Walls a headline in the local paper:

“Girl Drops Suitor.” Naturally

siders him beneath her.

L4 -

who geat punctures

generally those

to scquir an alr
o mililotmire,
-

she con.

in 1ife’

who ware

The folk
race are
born tired.

L]

»

When money tallks
nny howling
English.

you don't notic

one about its

cholce

.
Tha only man who
never made 4 mistake In his

bachelor. .
- - -

that
life is

he

the

bousts

I reckon lovers make of
themeelves mostly because love is blind,
- - -

I think I'd get tired of doing nothing
—there's it to
know.

spoctacles

20 much of do, You

. N
I know a man who Is taking lessons
of & burglar =0 he can nights

without awakening
M

.

get in At
hig wife.

. .
Account of a train wreck says: 71

lor ia saved.” Survival

fittist!

l=
Ah-ha!l of the

. . .
I think that quotation about patiencs
on & monumant should be changed
patients undor monuments.
- . .

to

See whers Fay King-Nelson
pugilistic husband, Bat
writing “memoirs.”” Boms sort of scrap

ana ne
Nelson, re

book, I suppossa.
- - -

Lecturer sayas the two keys to pros-
perity are luck and pluck. Yes, he's
right in & wiy. What he should have
sald Is luck in finding some one to
pluck,

- - -

“Lamughing trout™ s a descriptiva
term 1 read In a railroad book. Well,
I've heard of a merry old sole.

- - -

Example of “strong will:” Sir John
Scott's bequest of 32,500,000 to Lady
Sackvilla,

- - -

If T wanted to get real even with

some woman I'd maneuver to get men-

that

tion of her printed I:
ago column.

“I Bave o heart affection

For you,” cried thes hashfol boy.
“Have you had it lung?"*

Inquired the maiden eoy,
“Yea, and If vou won't wed me

I'll llver troubled life.""
“Well,"” suld abhes “asthma, then,

If I wiil be your wife.”

- - -

“Urs, Jaks Els has husband arrested
for flirting."” Just so. Can't makse
1er Els behave.

-

Rend of & “shower of pupples'
Probably belong to the dog star x-
peet now to hear from Ursa Major.
Ho's o bear!

Vacation Ditty

By Dean Collins,

Tick, tick, little watch, ever faster and
faster,
And shovel the geconds back into the
past;
Bright joy o'sr the
lika a plaster;
Tick, tick] litd
bring It ¥
glad
tion,
I hal]l the approach of the Summer va-
catiaon.

future Iis spread
watch,
e fast

ination

. and pleaseo

Witn cach and exhlilara-

Oh where
days
whers
lelsure day?

not made my

creation,
time shall soon come
bent it away,

With jubllant heart,

tant part

An fast as T ever can pack vp and start.

shnll I
of vacation?
sport

spend thoss bright

Oh shall I In my fair

I've mind up, but saure as

The when I'i1

to some far dis-

Sing ho, for the tingling bite of
mosquitoes,
That sing their small song in the
mouniain and wood,
I'll laugh though they nibblea my ankles
ind wee toas,
And holler: *“Bite on! May it do you
much good;
Thia prige must one pay when he rame-
bles away
To spend his vacation In loafing and
play!"™
Bing ho, for the sizzling sting of the
sunburn,
That covers my arms with {ts skin-
tanning paint,
Untl]l shoulders, face, arms and neck
are just ons burn,
In blisters designed, that sre fancy
and quaint
“Hurroo! Let "er burn,” I will holler in
turn,
“There’'s no other way the rich color

to earn!*™
Oh what though it cost me my uitimats
dollar
To settie the bills when wvacation
o'er:

is

I'l} pack up my other =oft shirt and
my collar
And seek me seclusion at mountain
or shore |

To lonf on the lea and to chuckla

in

Eles;
*“Vacations come high, but that don't
worry me!"
So tick, lttle watch, tick away like
the djckens:
Grab hold of tha future and shova
it to me,
¥For brigitdr the glow on my horizon
thickdns
The closel I feel my vacation to be:

To my heart appenlas what 'most every
man feels—

A yearning to cut loosg and kick up my
heels;




