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PUBLIC OFFICIALS
WORRY OVER LAW

How Did Women, Now Seek-
ing Pensions, Make Ends
Meet Before? Is Asked.

SMALL COUNTIES HIT HARD

In Many Communities Drain Wil Be
Heavy on Treasuries With No
Provision Made in Tax Rate
ta Take Care of Dopletion.

In view of the proved fact that only
a fraction of them were recalving pub-
1le aid before, how dld the woman, now
belng placed on the widows' penaion rpll
throughout the state, manage to make
ends meet prior to the enactment of
the law? Wil they now allow thelr
individual Iniltiative to lapse and be-
coma pensioners pure and simple?

Thuse mre the questions belng pon=-
dered upon publie wofficlals in all
paris of Oregon ag o resulit of the many
applications for pensions belng received.

It lg admitted that tha law willl be a
hindrance rather than a help to so-
clety If these woméeén and thely chil-
dren ares encouraged to be dependents,
Another thing worrving the smaller
counties is the great draln on their

public treasuries. In many of them the
tax rate wil] be Inoreased materially.
From all parts of the state comao re-

porty showing that many women in
comparatively comfortable elroum-
stances have applled for pensions.

They ure willlng to swallow thelr pride
in the hope of getting something for
nothing, n tendenoy towards the erad-

fcation of which soclety has tranded,
In other words, the law blds falr to
be destructive of Individuallsm and
beocome a xtep towards BSociallsm.
The applicants with priviate means
arae consistently belng refused help,

but there remains the fact that when

thelr substance iz gone they will be-
come eligible Will this enoourage
wastofulness and lack of thrift?

Muitnomah County's treasury will be
hardest hit, which is natural, as it ia
the most populous county of the state,

and inciudes the clity of Portand. Al-
ready thors hnave besn mora than 200
applications hers, of which 44 have
been allowed, at an expense to the
county of $1100 per month. The num-

bor refused Iy about 20, If this ratio
continues throughout there will be a
drain on the county treasury of more
than §$50,000 o year, and this does not
take into account the sialaries of sev-
eral additionanl deputies added to the

Juvenile Court staff.

Washington Has 235 on ¥File.

HILLSBORO, Or,, July 12.—(8pecial.)
—Washington County has 25 appllica-
tlons under the widowr' penslon act,
and if all are acted upon favorably it
will mean w payroil of §5688 per month.
The county court hes 885 yet grantad
none of the petitions, careful Investiga-
tlon follawing every applieation. All
conditions of life are portrayed In the
prayers, and the proposed pensions run
from $10 for ong child to the highest
at $62.,60 per month.

There are gquite 2 number who swear
that their earning capacity ls but from
53 to 30 o week, and of thesa not n
few have had financlal ald from
granges, church soclaties and neigh-
bors, while several have drawn ald!
from the county for saveral montha
Three have husbands somewhara in the
world, nddresses unknown, while two
have husbands entirely lncapacitated for
labor. One widow has one ¢hild, earns
220 per month, has 3 acres with a $600
mortgage and her four brothers in Ore-
gon appear 10 be of no ald to her,

Another widow has four childran un-
der pension age, and ahe recelves 376
rent from A small farm, while another
woman has three amall chlildrén and
her Incomo is $262, annual intarest on
o mortgage. Another applicant owns
property worth $2600, with $300 debts,
and Iast year she recelved $250 from a
religlious conference with which to sup-
port her six children, the esldsst of
whom is but 13, and the youngest an
Infant. L

A widow whose husband was killed
by lightning owns a houso and lot In
a Wisconsin town for which she re-
odlves rental of $6 a month, all of
which goes for =strest Improvements,
taxes and reopalrs, and she payas $6 per
month rent here, One petition =#ets
forth that the applicant has bheen mar-
twlce and divorced from both
busbands. She ham four children, two
of whom are taken ourg of by relatives,
She says she earns but $2 per week as
1 maximum. A farmer's widow has
six childran under pension age. Her
husband left her 78 nerea of land, snd
she recelves $240 per year rental, and
owes i §500 mortgage.

A Hillsboro woman, whose husband
was killed by a dynamite explosion, has
40 acrex of land, geta 876 rent, and
ownsg n home in the olty, Bhe has but
one child,. A Forest Grove widow, call-
ing for $17.60 per month, owns her
home, has 3000 in the bank, and owes
nothing but n street assessment. The
maximum application is a widow near
Forest Grove. She has seven children
under 16, two belng twins, and her
property consists of a cow and 24
chickens. She has been recelving coun-
ty aid of $156 monthly for some time.

The court probably will formulate
the pension roll in a few days.

Linn Grants 15 Pensions

ALBANY, Or, July 12.—(8pecial.}—
Of 20 spplications for widows' pensions
filed In Linn County Judge MoKnight
bas granted 15 und dlsmlssed seven,
and the other gix have been continued
for further Invastigation. Two applls
cations filed in July will not be poesed
upon until later.

The 15 applications allowed will cost
the county 3375 per month in penslions.
Two widows will draw §47.50 per
month, each having alx children under
the age of 16 Years: two will recelve
340 per mohnth; one, PBL.60; three, 526;
three, 317.50 per month, and four the
minlmum of $10 per month. In two
vases whers pensions were granted, the
oldest child for whom an allowance
wka made will reach the age of 18
yenrs within two months

One of the widows whose appileation
was dismissed Is 71 yeara old and the
youngest of her five children, as shown
by her application, is 3¢ years of age.
Four of the other six whose petitions
were rejected filed like this old women
through misapprehension of the law.
They have husbands living, and while
hushand and4 wife are not living to-
gether and the children recelve no sup-
port from thelr father, under the terms
of the law they cannot secure the pen-
sfon. In one of these cases the hus-
band and wife are divoresd: in two
others they are separated but mot di-
vorced, and In the fourth case the ap-
plicant remarried #fter the father of
the chiildren for whose suppoert she asks
a pension had died and ls now sep-
arated from her second husband.

From the number of inquiries re-
ceived by oounty officers it in evident
that many peaple ‘secured An erroneous
fmapression that ghe penslons are for

clusively for those with children under
the age of 16 Yeardsa. Many of those
who had Intended to apply under this
misunderstanding made Inquiries before
securing blanks and fillng them, so dld
not flle and no formal action was taken
in thelir cases,

Two of the seven applications dls-
missed were rofected for the reason
that the applications showed the widows
were living on their own property and
had money In banks. While In one case
this deposit was small the court ruled

that it was & source of income untll
used up.
Most of the «ix applications con-

tinued for investigation were in cases
whera the applicants have some means
of mupport or are reslding with rela-
tives who afford some support, and
thelr needs will be looked Into more
thoroughly before their names are
placed on the monthly -penslon payroll,
County Judge McKnight devoled a great
deal of time Investigating the applica-
tions, and owing to the fact that some
fentures of the new law are mnot en-
tirely clear he went over all of the ap-
plications with Dlstriet Attorney Hil
before passing upon them.

It 1= a noticeabla fact that most of
the widows whose applications have
been passed upon thus far reside in the
local centers of population. Exactly
half the number reside In Albany and
five of the others live in Lebanon,
sedond largest city of the county. Thrae
of the applicants reside In Halsey, two
in Brownsville, two near SBhedds and
one ench in Harrisburg and Sodaville.

Attorneys Prove Costly.

PENDLETON, Or, July 12.—(Spocial)
—Two features have arisen in Umatilla
County's experience with the widows’
pengion act, which render several of
the local cases distinct from those that
have been ordinarily reported from
other parts of Oregon since the law
went Into effect.

County Judge J. W, Maloney will not
permit applicants to be represented by
legal counsel, his reason belng that the
cost of -attorneys’ fees should be eliml-
nated from this clasas of court work,

Attorney-General Cruwford has writ-
ten an opinion in & Umatilis case to
the effect that the wife of s drunkard
can draw a penslon.

Judge Maloney nlready has granted
slx applicationa. About half a doxen
applications remain. A number of ap-
pilcations have been rejected on the
ground that the applicants have rel-
atives who are able to support them or
that they possens property in thelr own
right.

In one case & woman with five chil-
dren woas grantad $40 a month; an-
other with three, $26. The lowest pen-
slon Is $17.50. The avernge s $27.50.

One woman, before applylng, wrote
to Attorney-General Crawford, telling
her woea and asking his advice. She
had three children and had been mar=
rled three times. The children were
by her first two husbands who wcreJ
dend. She divorced the third husband
for drunkenness and non-support, This
caso puszled the authoritles, because It
is sald that the law isn't Intended to
apply to divorced persons, but it ap-
plies to a woman “whose husband s
by reason of mental or physical dls-
easa wholly unabla to work." Mr,
Crawford declded am followa: I bhelleve
that a common drunkard comes within
the term ‘physical or mental Jdisease
and wholly unable to work. "

Most of the cases in thls county are
pathetic. Judge Maloney says that the
county will make up the losses because
destitue mothars can keep thelir chil-
dren at home, ralse them In decent en-
vironments and make good citlzens ocut
of them. Several of the mothers, who
have been placed on the pension roll,
have been drawing money from the
county at times before, anyway, but the
facts were not made public bocause the
court desired to save them from humil-
lation attending the acceptance of pub-
lie charfty. Now this gld !s extended to
them &s & matter off lmwful right

Baker Allows Six Pensions.

BAKER, Or, July 13—(Speclal)—
8ince the widows' pension law became
effective June 3 there have been 19 ap-
pllcations, ©Of these slx have been al-
lowed, three rejected and four returned
becauss the applications have not been
filled out correctly. The others have
been held pending Investigation, and
tour will be held untll the next term
of court next month.

Of the three rejected one widow wan
found to have 3800 In the bank and &
gon of 21, who wns able to work. An-
othar had two husky sons. The third
was not suro she was a wldow be-
causg she had heard her husband was
stil]l allve, slthough she had nol =seen
him for flve years. Two that are held
up show that ona woman'e first hus-
band is dead while she was divorced
from the second; in the Eecond case
the husband is blind but Ia able to do
canvassing and make almost a com-
fortable llving.

The largest penalon granted is to &
widow with five children ©One boy s
just past 1§, but the others are younger,
and shs gots & pension of $32.60 a
month.

The principal contention here 1s that
the new law will make many take life
easy, Of the applicants 40 per cent had
boen able to live without applying for
any aid. Whethor they wil] ceamo their
efforts and merely live off the pen-
slong 1z the gquestion to be devided by
time. Some of those who applied also
asked for ald from the county befors,
but this Is a comparatively small num-
ber. The other applicanty were not pre-
viously known to be In need.

It is belleved that the aounty will
soon have 100 pensioners drawling an
avernge of 325, making a strong draln
on the county, as there has besn no
provision for the relmbursement of the
county treasury for this particular tax.
The idea hers in that while the law s
good In theory, its practicabliity is yet
to be proved.

Klamath Has 11 Requests,

KLAMATH FALLS, Or., July
(Special.)—There are 11 applicants for
nld in Klamath County under the new
state Iaw called the widows' pension
act. Of these flve have been approved
by the County Court and slx are stil
under conslderation. If all the chlldren
llve untll 16 ¥years of age, the limit
under the act, the county wlll pay out
in penslons, on sccount of tha approved
applications, the sum of $5870. On the
pending applications the amount cov-
ered by the lives represented would be
§13,830. The payments the first year
on five approved will be $1550 and on
the six pending would be §1820 If ap-
proved. Bome of tha cases ahown on
the applications are out of the ordl-
nary, One woman has a small house
and lot on which she Iz paying 54 a
month, Her husband deserted her, leave
Ing her without means and with four
¢hlldren, who are now from 4 (o 12
Yeara of age. Bhe takes In washing
and will recelve $32.60 per month from
the fund. The hushand of & second
widow was drowned In 1807, leaving no
property for his family, The widow
is 44 years of age and ha= borne 1§
children, nina of whom are llving., Four
of theas come within the age Iimit, and
she will recelve $32.50 per month, at
first. " She pays $10 a month rent and
works at anything she can find to do.
A third women s 40 years of age and
her husband s in the Oregon peniten-
tiary for life, for a-crime commifted
against one daughter, then about 15
yYoeurs of age. She Is supporting five
children under 16 vears of age, She I8
asslsted by the oldest daughter and
the oldest son, 14 years old, works in &
box factory. The family pays $8 a
month rent and recelves §40 a month
pension.

Still another woman, who 8 31 years
of z2ge, has a husband who has-been
blind for several years A lodge, of
which he Is &« member, has lent the
family §650 mside from the weekly bens-
fits, which have amounted to several
hundred dollars. At first considerable

18—

widows generally Instead of being ax-
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the man's eves, but without avall, Thare '

are three children under the sga limlt,
80 that If the application !s allowed,
tha mother will recelve $28 a month.

A seventh widow ls 29 years of age
and has three children from 8 to 7 years
of age. Her Hhusband was the only
one in the list who left any life Insur-
ance. He was Insured for $1100 and
left & lodge beneafit of $100.

Only ones of the applicanta aver has
beeni divoreced, and she says her first
husbiand was an epileptic and 1s now
dend, She says that her second hus-
band never had any property and hns
deserted her. Only one of the appli-
cants has a bank account and that was
for the sum of $8.

All of the applicants have been Btrug-
zling to keep thelr chlildren together,
and with theé help of the penslons prob-
ably will suoccesd w!thuu{‘ being drivéan
to  apportion the children
Strangers,

nmong

Douglns Has 11 Reguests.

ROSEBURG, Or, July i12—(Bpecial)
—Although it hus been predicted thut
no lesa than 50 widows would apply
for relief under the widows' pension
law, there have been but 11 applica-
tions filed in Douglad County to date.

The applications of Mrs. Rhoda Chap-
man, of Roseburg, and Mrs Emma
Smith, of Rucklés, have been approved
by County Judge Wonacott and tha
penslons granted. Hach of theses appll-
cants have one child of pensionabls
age and will draw $10 A manth,

Other applications now pending be-
fore the County Judge are those of
Mrs, Ellzabeth Knauss, Rossburg, two
chlldren, asks 510; Mrs, R. Anstein, of
Camas Valley, three children, asks $25;
Mrs. Ora Tapp, Gardiner, two children,
asks $17.50; Mra. Lucinda Moore, Roso-
burg, one child asks $10; Mrs, Eunice
Wagoner, Draln, two ohildren, asks
$17.50; Mrs. Mabel Hodgson, four child-
ren, asks $31.00; Mrs. Jeanstte Taylor,
Roseburg, one child, asks $10,

Anothar application presented by
Mrs. Ollve Clark, of Rosseburg, has
been denled for the reason that she

left Douglas County soon after making
application for the pension.

While only 11 applications have been
recelved to dats, County Judge Wona-
cott Is of the opinion that many more
widows will apply for relief under the
terms of the blll before many ‘weeks
puss, ) :

Incidentally many humorous situ-
atlons have arisen since the law be-
came effectlve and applications began
to arrive. In one {nstance n bachalor
deslred to know whether he was en-
titled to rellef under the billk In an-
other case = grandmother appeared
and Inquired whether she was subjeot
to draw a pension,

Clackamas Has Many Calls,

OREGON CITY, Or., July 12—(Spe-
clal.) — Sixty-seven children and 21
widows will be cared for this month
by Clackamas County under the pro-
vislons of the widows' pension law
enucted by the last sasslon of the Leg-
isiature, and $323 will be expended In
their behnlf. Thy largest pension pald
will be 347.50. and tho smaliest will be
$10. In all but two of the cases the
full nmount allowed by Inw will be
turned over tg the widows for the care
ef thelr minor children; but in the two
cases, both of women with filve chil-
daren, one will get §30 and the other but
318, owing to the fact that they have
other means of revenue aslde from the
county,

In all 28 widows have applied to the
County Court for rellef under this not.
Aslde from the 21 to whom pensions
have becn granted thers are four whosg
cases are pending before County Judge
Beatle, and three whose applications
have boeen denled becnuse It was found
by the court that they did not right-
fully come under the provisions of the
act. It Is expected that more applica-
tions will be made this month, but pen-
slona In such cases will not be pald un-
til August.

Four pensions of 310 each wiil be
pald, four of $17.50, ono of $18, three
of §26, one of $30, slx of $32.560 and two
of $47.50.

Marion Has 49 Cases on File,

SALEM, Or., July 13.—(Special.}—
With only two of them having husa-
bands allve, 49 women have appesaled
for penplons to the Marion County
Court, under the so-onlled widows' pen-
slon law. Thes amount askad monthly
{a In excess of $1%,000, but It Is prob-
able that County Judge Bushey will not
allow nearly this sum. He sald today
that he had not examined the appllica-
tions carefully, but would do »o this
woeek., There I= no appropriation for
widows' penslons and the Jjudge will
call a meeting of the Commissioners to
provide the money.

The largest sum asked Is $75.50, but
this amount will bs reduced for several
0f the children mentioned by the ap-
plicant are mors than 18 years of age,
the maximum age for beneficiaries un-
der the law. One of the children was
born in 1877 and another in 1878. One
of the women whose husbund is alive
rays her humsband is confined In, the
state penitentiary for a long term. An-
other says her husband is unable to
work and that she hes to support him.
Judge Bushey bellaves that after the
granting of the first batch of pensions
thera will be many more applications,
many women now holding back becausg
of their pride,

Four Flle in COrook County.

PRINEVILLE, Or., July 12.—(Spe-
¢lal.)—The widows' penslon laiw, which
recently became operstive in Oregon,
does not appear to have received much
conslderntion In Crook County by those
whom 1t s Intended to benofit. No
applications were flled In this sounty
until the present term of the County
Court, when four applications were re-
celved from Beund, two of whioh were
fuspended for defects In form only.

Of thoss allowed one was the appli-
catlon of a wife whose husband ls
serving a term In the Oregon peniten-
tlary. The wifo is supporting herself
and four chlldren, and under the new
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law ghe will draw $22.50 per month
from the county.

The other pension granted la based
on the application of o woman who waa
deserted by her husband on June 8§,
1913, lesa than u month prior to the
date of her application for a penslion.
Having four ohildren within the age
preseribed by the aoct she wlll draw
$32.50 a month from the county. The
gEranting of this pension has caused
some comment among the legal fra-
ternity because of the fact that the act
granting the widows' penslons does not
provide rellef for deserted wives,

Clatsop Has 15 Requests.

ASTORIA, Or., July 13—(Specinl. )—
Fifteen applications for widows' pen-
slons under the recently enacted state
law va been flled In Clatsop County.
Beven of these have been passsed upon
by ths Juvenile Court and hearings on
the other applications will be held soon.
Of the seven passed uvpon four were
granted, two of the applicants bheing
allowed 3852.50 cach per month, one $265,
and the fourth $356, In accordance with
the number of children under 18 years
of age who are dependlng upon them
for support. All but one are widows
0f former fishermen on the Columblia
River. Of the three whoso applications
were denled one was found to own a
house and lot, another owned a Louse
and two lots, while the third had 31600
in & bank. The court held that they
wore not wholly dependent upon their

own labor for the support of themselves

and thelr ohildren, and thus were not
eliglble to recelve wildows' penslons un-
der the terms of the stute law,

Gllllnm Walts for Widows.

CONDON, Or, July 12.—(Special.)—
No applications have yet been made In
Gilllam County by widows for pensions
under the law, County Clerk Laugh-
risge states that he has sent out several
blunks to varlous districta and that
roplies recelved stated that there
seemad to be no widows in the county
who could take advantage of the law.

Sherman County Proud.

MORO, Or.,, July 12.~(Bpecial)—No
ones has applled in Bherman County
to any county officlal, clerk or judge
for any sort of relief, elther under the
widowna' pansion bill or any other. Also,
this county has no one on its pauper
account, even to the extent of partial
help and has not had for somo years,

Morrow Has Six Applications.

HEPPNER, Or., July 12.—(Speclal.)—
There are s5lx applicationa for wildown'
pensions bdbefore the County Court of
Morrow County, none of which have
heen passed on by that tridbunel up te
this time,

Portiand's Plano Sensntion.

July inventory shows §$67,870 plano
values now offered at $43,030 for quick
dlsposa). See Graves Music Company
ramoval sale adv,, page &, section 3.%*
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WEED WAR STARTED

Vacant Lots Must Be Mowed.
Says Commissioner Dieck.

LEGAL NOTICES ARE POSTED

Where Owners Fail to Comply Olty
Will Do Work and Assess Cost,
Beautiful Residence Districts
Marred by Negleot.

War has bean declared on weels,

City Commissloner Dieck took of-
ficinl =mction last week agalnst the
waesd nulsance by ecausing to be posted
legnl weed-cleaning notices on vacant
lota in the eolty, According to the new
lnw, the City Engineer I authorized
tn engage men to remove weods from
lots if owners of vacant property fall
to cut the weeds down within five days
after the official signs are posted. In
cases where the city doess the work
the cost will be assessed against the
property. .

Commissioner Disck nnd his force of
wead-cutters are belng alded by mem-
bers of the Irvington Club. Directors
of the club lust weslt went on record
against the weed nuisance, Many va-
cant lots In Yrvington and adjacent
rasidency dilstricts have been permittad
to grow up ln almost a veritable wild-
erness, with the result that home own-
ers have resolved to ses that the wond-
cleaning ordinances s enforoed. In
many instances beautiful restdence
places are marred by the unsightly
condition of adjoining wacant lots, Af-
ter today, however, the nulsance soon
will be sbated, for an army of work-
men, armed with scythes and slckles,
will be seen throughout that tarritory,

Paradoxical though It may meem,
some of the worst and unkempt places
are arciund the offices of real estate
men. Operators and brokesrs apparent-
1 have been neglectful in keepinzg
their properties in an attractive con-
ditlon.

EXPERT’S BILL QUESTIONED

Bridge Superintendent Thinks Civil
Engineer Has Been Pald Enough.

W. A. Grondahl, elvil angineer, who
was employed by the County Court,
together with Robert Wakeflald, to ex-
pert the Burnside bridge last year, de-
slgned a4 truss for the hridge which
cost 32000 and whidll must now ba
sold as scrap lrom, as It (s useless for
the purpose.

Thie is the report made to the Coun-
ty Commisloners yosterday by M. J.
Murnune, superintendent of _bridgea
and ferries, to whom was referred a
claim of $20 by Grondahl for extra

services. Mr. Murnane says that the
extra services oconsisted of getting
Grondahl to show how the truss was
to be made of any praction]l use, Mr.
Murnane thinks that Grondahl already
has been pald enough, If not too much.

Monday there will ba held in thes
Commissloners’ office a meeting of
Grondahl, Wakefleld and F, W. Moors,
the latest expert employed by the Com-
misslioneras on account of the Burnsidas
bridge, at which notes will be com-
pared as to the repairs necessary for
the structure and how they should bs
mads,

MISS LILIAN TINGLE SAILS

Head of Domestio Bclence in Ports
land High Schools Goes to Europe

Miszs Lillan Tingle salled yesterdny
on the Zeeland from New York for Hag-
land. Miegs Tingla, from ths Impression
gshe has mado on the rising generation
of mchool girls from her dJdomeatio
scianca teaching, has made her nama &
housohold word throughout the natate.

Miss Tingle expects to wisit before
her return the educational centers in
Germany and France where domestlo
science has boon mades a special feature

SOME CLASS

The best Kodak
finishing I ever
had done. Say,
I’ll bring all
my work here,
You do such
good work.

Columbian
Optical
Company

145 Sixth St.
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