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TRIAL FNGAGEM

BY RITA REBER,
HERE ars begullilng advertizers

I who lure us Into letting them pend

home things for a perliod of say 80
day= “on trial” to be returned If they
are not In &ll detalls exactly as repre-
sented,

Would, says one Utopian dreamer of
botter times to ©come, that a woman
might take a husband on trial; that a
man might come really te know the
woman with whom he thinks he wanta
to make the world-without-end bargaln
to lova her forevar before the Irreveo-
cable words are finally pronounced.

George Moredith firat suggeated trial
marringe. We wera propecly horrified
by the dea, and naturally. But there
are thoze who advance a millder propo-

Eition In trial engagoemants,

If n woman is to mMarry A man, SAY
thene, lot har at least give him a try-
out of loving to see If he glivea aatis-

faction in the romantie requirements of
the Romeo rule. If not, then it is safe
to assuma that the girl in question is
saved from o life that on the faoe of it
la foredoomed to fuliure, since the hero
of her dreams falled thua sarly to qual.
Ify for the first place In her affections.
May Save Long Repentance.

This sounds very well. Trial en-
Eagaments might save many a wedded-
In-haste couple from a long period of

repentant leisure; useless regreta that
they didn’t welit a bit,

There Are many arguments advanced
o Aand con,

“Whoaver lovad that loved not at

firet sight?" Aasits an old-tlme poet. But
most of the happiness that accrues from
s#uch sudden fiamings of the affections

we are bound to tell the truth have
coma to our obssrvation only in old-
tima novels.

That “love is Jove forever more.” we
are not prepared to dispute when it is
lave But many things go mesguerad-
Ing in thesa yaars of grace, and love
in a favorite disgulss.

QOld-time novelista oftentimes took

three volumes In which to tell the rap.
tures of first love and to lsad on to
the tedlous ending, which ended alwnys
Just whers most of us hnd much pre-
ferred the story would begin “and they
llved hepplly over after.”

But 4id they? Qur sarly romantic)
falth even in thoee daye wondered how
A man, surly and dark and forbldding
in countenance and In heart could in-
sure eternal sunshine and happlness to
the falr ¥ r Rosalind who placed hear
whita hand in his and took him for bet~
ter or for worse.

Flelatives Might Guide Un

Those Yyears wers gacrat years—the
yoaia that followed, Few heart hils-
torians rose up to draw the revenling
eurtain from the sad periods of fair
Rosnlind's married life. ¥eoew wers the
confldencas that came to us from her
in looks.

In real life mont of us have relatives
who have survived from thofs romantic

days, and whntever they may acclaim
about first love being the truest, bast
love, we notles these same wiseacres

are the oneas most vigorously oppored to
sudden marringes.

“"Ha engagoed long enough at least'
they may, “to find out whather you'll
Eet along with her people and to see If
she likes youra”

“But," the young people urge, "since
wea are not marrving the family—

Stop right thera! No one marries to
himaelf or herself any more than any
one Ulea to himself. No one llves to
himsslf, ths saying should go, or dies
to himself, or even marries to him-
sale!

You not only marry the girl
marry, but you marry her father
maothar, hsr brothers and ‘sistera,
friends and oven her pet canary, and
the msams she does for you, If =she
takes you ahe must be willing to take
with you all your relatives, your
frienda, their hablts and dispositions
and all your associations.

Each Must Make Conceasions,
£ course, each must marry what the

you
and
her

other one I8 And most of usa eare
what our nssociates;, our friends and
our famillies make us.

One can’'t sirip off these and throw

them away As one tossss aside an old
palr of shoes on one's weadding day.
We are what wo ard, and we must be
taken altogether for better or for
worse,

And thils ls why a thought over mar-
ringe, a trial engngement, s better
than the headlong, romantic leap Into
tha dark,

[ grant you that sgmetimes such =&
marriaga does turn out happily, but it
Is mers chance. And the average
young man and woman should be long-
hended enough not to want to taks
such a chance.

If marriage 1s for all eternity, =t
least you two might afford to walt a
month to be sure that your affection
can stand a straln of 20 days’ repara-
tion or 30 deyas' seelng ench other every
day.

Absence
Bometimes
fonder,
ple,

is B gFreat test of Jlove,
it makes the heart grow
Other times It causes two pso-
who thilnk they love, te ponder
over whethor a permanent separation
might not be better for both most di-
rectly concerned

Separation s a great test of love. A
trial engagement., while two are sep-
arated. iz not such a poor suggestion
for a test

A long engagement oftt!mes Is pro-
longed because deep under it thers is 5
feellng In one or the other that tha
evil day must be postponed as long ns

possible. This fesling is one In itself
that should cause the gravest Investi-
gation. If, during the engagement, in-

difference I» a marked symptom, what
will marriage be llke?
Look about you and see.

New Love an Eye-Opener.

Ofttimes & man and & girl whoss en-
gugemenl has Jdragged for several
years are muddenly brought to realize
thair real Indifference to each other by
the advent into sach of thelr livea of
a mtrunger.

The man meets anolher girl who re-
newsa in bhim all the arders he felt
when first ha thought he loved the
Eirl ta whom he is now angaged.

The glrl In question meets o rouan and
sndden!y realizes that he approximates
the perfection of which sha only had
dreamed of finding in bher sweetheart
Gone is her old doubt. She knows she
loves now, as we know when we are
happy. She !s alive and tremulous with
foy at being In the =ame world as the
sirangar. Under such a alrcumstance
who could guestion the wisdom of the
former ongagement belng broken?
There 'is another side, of courss, to
e matter. Trial engagements may be
nbusad just as it |s Inevitable that trial
narriniges would mark a scora of vic-
tims unhoappily.
The cogquette,
scldom
hopor
would

for instance, she who
has more heart than she has
and none too much of either,
justify her Oirting In this way.
The casudl Summer man could use this
Ax A giip knot to escape many a moon-
Hght entanglement, but In spite of both
these fHlustrated objections thers
=tlil is & great deal to he sald for trial
cngaAgements,

Wonld Weed Out Dishonent.

A Eirl who would use the expedient
to carry a flirtatlon to the place It
pleased her to put It down would do
the =same thing under other elreum-
stances She hos no seruplds of honor
when It comes to affairs of the heart
Whether they are approved by soclety
or frowned upon by people of nice feel-
lng, she pursues her way, and her vic-
tims line the highway along which
she passes,

A man who ™ lacking Io honor would

All Lovers

find it no easler under a universal ap-
proval of trial engagements to exeart
his fascinations and to number the
frail and fond. ones who succumb to his
wiles than he does today.

Such a man s at heart the gountsr-
part of the heartless coqguette., and
lacking In tha one qualification. He
stands the same contemptible individ-
ual, no matter what code the mattar
finally may rest under.

Besides, this type of man, llke the
other type of girl, usually is too subtls
to let the Affalr come to a showdown,
an asoctua] declaration.

To me the man who makes & gir]l be-~
lfeve that he cares for her without aver
definitely expreasing himself is & crea-
ture littie removed from the forger and
tha actual thilef. If he doezn’t obtain
go0ds under falsa pretensas, the good
of her affections, then who does?
The faot he has not sald in so many
words that he loves her makes him no
leas the Triminal. Words are given to
conceal thought, is an old adage. And
in the lover's game speech Is reaily
not necessary. The heart has a lan-
gEuage of Its own. Any eve can speak
volumes to the eye It loves. A man
may woo a& mald most fervently and
¥t not & word pass betwsan the two.

No Redresa for Her.

When a girl takes such woolng to
mean that the man s honest in his
Iintentions, only to find out that he
maeang nothing, there is no redress for
her. She knows, QJhut what proof has
she to offeg to thosa who do not know
that he usad all his art to win her
heart and did It in such A manner that
she stands powsrless to prove he even
once showed her any attentlon.

The Jdisgulzes of love are subtle
There s no denying that. Trial en-
Eangements, when they are frank and
henest “‘try-outs” of gffections, are
commendabls expedlents to those
who. would he sure befors they go
ahzad to make o home together.

Personally, I am Iin favaer of trial
sengagements. For this reasson; On
the face of the dJdeclaration the two

people are honest and trylng to play
fajir with ona another.

They have as veot signed no until-
death-do-us-part agreement. They are
too honest tp do that until they are
sure theyll stick to the contract
cheerfully. They 40 not want to brenk
the covenant In apirit any more than
they want to disrupt it in letter.

They think they love easch other.
They are sure they could 1live to-
gather In peace and harmony so long

as life in vouchsafed to them.
But, being wise, they have observed
other couples seemingly &s happily
mated as they are come to grief on
hidden rocks, sucked down by unsus-
pected undertows.

Best for Poth Pariies.
Bo they say to cach other: "We think
we love. We will try being engaged,
This is not a binding agreement on

Should Be

‘Put to the Acid Test

Before Marriage Occurs,
Says Rita Reese

either. It is only & prellminary canter
arcund the fleld. We will announce to
& few Iriends our intentions of marry-
Ing If the engagement should prove a
success, On the other hend If either
feels the tia growing irkaome,. the en-
gagement coming to be a burden, it i=
to be summarily broken and each is to
o his or her way absolutaly free and
unfettered.”

Why shouldn't an agresment, fine and
fair to both parties, prove the best of
nll poasible beginnings of a real lifa
partnership? It Is essentially business-
like in Its clauses and in Its conclusion.

If the partnership is not a mutual
benofit and happiness to both parties it
is to ba dissolved, leaging each one
frea. I think it is & Utoplan suggestion.

In the JF'ar South & very young girl
often provides material for a roaring
Summer farce by the number of men to
whom she s engaged.

This on the face of It ssems rathesr a
curious state of pffairs, but the en-
gagoements In question are innocent boy
and girl friendships, and, I think, 4o
much toward educating a girl's mind—
bher appreclation of a man.

Girl Should Love Flirimtion,

A girl who grows up with men around
her, who at 18 1s having a beautifully
innocent flirtation with a man, explain.
ing to him beforehand that it is only a
trinl engagement to see if he's really
worth having, is a developsd woman
when she reaches 20. Then when she
marries it is for all time. EShe has had
her 11l of flirtations. She had put them
away with her other chlidish amuse-
ments and taken up the dlgnified role
of a wife, which she guarda with jeal-
ous honér.

I have never sesn a girl who, denied
11 the innocent joys of belledom when
a girl, later in life didn't ssize at It
eagerly If the chance for popularity
wers offered her. Mayhe she marries
the first and only man who ever asked
her, and with him she is apparently
happy. Put her out West in an Army
past and see her compared to the voung
gliris, She s 10 times more keen for
& romantio adventure than these girla
are. There ia a potential danger In
withholding innocent romantic experi-
ences from giris. |

A baby must touch a lamp chimney
to see for itself that the pretty flame is
something to be let alone. Then don't,
when you have warned, all you are ca-
pabla of warning, & young Egirl about
love, deny her the opportunity of a little
innocent flirtation to find out for her-
self.

Sha can't tell the true love unless
ehoe huppens to have seen the false,
Ehe o't know how ULlesaed she la
in her marriage to & good man unless
she has been permitted to look on and
see the misery the unifon with any
other kind brings in s wake.

EN

bloom off, provided they ara carried to

an excess and wilfully abusad, as I
have pointed out, to justify the heart-
less work of & flirt. A trial engage-
ment should not be entered into lightly.
While having mno actual wealght in
itsmlf, it should be a merlous thing in
that the two who agree to be engaged
do so from the slncers and earnest de-
slre to find out whethar or not they
are sulted sach to tha othar.

A trial engagement entered Into for
the fun of the relation is In ftwelf bad
&nd half wicious. It s frivolous and
hardening to the finer senaibilities of
both. They do not become even tem-
porarily engaged for anything more
definite than the fun for the time.

To soms such an engagement would
mesan a licensa that ordinarily they
would not take in the expression of af-
fectlon—love for each other. Love,
like this, takes the bloom from any
ranl sensitiveness and seldom leads to
any real affection.

Tennyson sang that lova is not love
which nlters whean {t alteration findas.

We cannot agree with the poer. Love
may be Just as fervent, but the wise one
who Tinds herself growing to be an in-
cubus on the one beloved does what she
can, and thet qulckly, to remedy the
matter, if this happens during the en-

Trial engagements de take a girl's

ragement. She doesn't hurry up the

marriage in the mops that in the new
state shs may be abla to fan up the
embers of the dying love Into m good,
astrong fiame again. She knows the best
thing Yor her to do is to cut the cord
that binds ths two together. To give
love his freedom and bld him gayly to
g0.
Acid Tewt for Love,

Love tethered never d4id do anything
but fly in his dreams, If a girl would
hold love shs must, paradoxical as It
may sound, bid him go whenever and
wherdver he likes, Then, If it be truly
love she speaks to him, he will stay be-
slda her forever more,

We have studied the psychology of
long engagements and of short ones.
There is a great differencea beatwaen
these and trial engagements, A long
engagement may be gquite as binding as
& marriage vow. Many do so consider
It. Wheén this is trde, the peril ia that
the heart may suddenly wake up to its
own Impending doom and desolation,
wedded to the other one, yet 2 senss of
honor will hold the tongue and the con-
fesalon that should in all honesty bhe
made I8 not glven, What hspplness
could & girl expect with a man who
feels this way toward her, after they
have been engaged, say, for a year, and
whe is quixotic enough to keep the dis-

L iest

De

covery of his Indifference to himself
least ha wound her feslings,

I can appreciats the nice sense of
honor that makes & man marry a girl
for whom he has confessed an earliar
love, and to whom he is engaged, but 1
cannot concelve of any woman who
under these conditions would not in-
finitely rather be told the truth and
Egiven the opportunity of breaking the
sngagement herself, than to go for-
ward to the wedding day and to n long
lfs of closs association with a man
who is indifferent to her.

Girl Shomld Demand Proof

In n cane like tha mbove, the advan-
tage of a trial engagement is apparent.
Our hearts are really as easlly veered
as weathar vanes, We are sawept by all
the winds of enprice and changing tides
until me meet the Right One.

To prove that so-and-so, whom you
love so devotedly now, is the right ona
angage yourself to her or to him with
the undarstanding that this is to be a
trial engagement.

“I think I love you batter than my
iife,” say to that one, “but I may be
mistaken. Any way, I don't intend to
mar your lifg by finding out too late
that you are not the man I love, and I
don’t intend to lst you marry me until
Fou know I'm the woman for you for
all eternity.”

Thesa linea may wsound bombastic,
But bestter a littla bombast than =
great many years of fretful chafing
against bonds that irk,

Fleass don't understand me to mean
that T think there is no such thing as
first love,

I do. But I believe In belng abso-
lutely sure beforahand that it is to be
the last love.,

I balieve that hearts know each other
and that we sometimes recognlise our
aflinities, But I belleve In making as-
surance doubly sure.

A heart is a tender organ, and T be-
Heve many a perfeotly good and strong
heart has been broken, and that for
love. Ovar a right love that counldn’t
be had becauss an earliesr wrong love
has usurped its place, ss often as for
realizing too late that'prevention is bet.

s far

ter Than laking

tar than cure for
that latter-day civilisatlon malke pose
sibla, nay imminent, to any balleving
and trusting heart

Love Needs n Temple,

I Ballevs that lova is the Bollest emo-
tion handed Jdown to the earth from
ths gods in Paradiss. And beacauss it
is this, it should bas dealt with &8 care-
fully as the other sacred fire was In
the days when temples ware arected to
the god of love.

Love needg & templa. I guestion
the flame of love can be kept golng
this blowy, windy world without
proper temple.

And the proper templa for lowve is a

home, and the sacred pltar should be
& human heart,
* Blessad are they who find love. They
are wiso virgins who see to it that
they havae oll enocugh In their orusas to
keep the lamp golng. The foollah vir-
Eing area they who belleve anything
they may hear andd welcome any good-
lIooking xtranger as lovas.

Lova, when he comen, bringg his own

the entanglamants

ie
in
a

credentials. Ha doesn't try to oreep in
anybody's heart through & back win-
dow.

He walks up boldly and rings the

bell. And becauss ha is se honeant and
abovaebourd, he's willing to walt to as-
tablish hia claim.

“If you don't know positivel
am the Right Love"
tant to walt to prove (L

"To show we are honest and sincers
fn our plan lat us prociaim our secrat
to thoas wlo ars interested.” Later he
says: "We wlill try a trial engagement.
If 1t works, we will marry. But all
things will bs ¢lear as ths faca of day
and If we fall we stand jJustified and
already explained.

“If we do come to ses that our first
love is to be our last love, then the tri-
umph is satill as great. We've .
od an experiment thoat we m
mend to others asa the sure ar
Ing test of love.

“Any test that really tests and proves
the wvalus of a thing s in
fled and worth passing on to

that I
he says, “I'm con.

Itself Justi-

honest lov.

ars everywhero.”

Work for BodyCauses Sleep

HE secret of good sleep Is the

physalological conditions of reat
being astablished so to work and weary
the several parts of the organism as
to glve them a proportionately equal
need of rest at the same moment.

The cerebrum or mind organ, the
sense organs, the muscular system,
and the intornal organs-—all should bs
ready to sSleep together, and they
should be eqgually tired.
sarly and feel ready to risse,

polnt gailusd:
ager ghou
of tha co
or an exha

tempt him Into ths fol of E to
sleep agaln when once consclol eRn
has been aroused.

After a few 4 of self
the man who rasolves
that in, to mllg w111 m1

of his body to Kee !\!-:\.11

in

To awake| himse
is atrlser.™

ifs brain has once awnkened—

If, without knowing It, a

“ HE wife is the only unpaid
I member of the household. Bhe
should have a dfinite allow-
ance guite apart from the housekesep-
Ing money mnd, If possible, u separate
banking aocount,” says-a housewlifs
who has asked that her name be with-
held, Read what she has to say on
the subject:

When will it be an understood thing
that every wife 15 entitled to a definite
amount of pocket money? Every girl
has an allowance when she goes away
to school, though It may be only a few
dollars & month. Nearly every girl has
pocket money at home, though it may
take the form of a dresa allowance. It
is only when she marries that she finds
herself without a penny of her own.
In thousands of cases she is the only
unpald member of the household. The
husband has his salary, the malds have
thelrs, the boy has his; but the wile
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haes not even pecket money. All ghe
has i» & housekeaping allowance, which
must cover all the expensas of the week
and must not be used for anything
elae, Does she want to go to a mati- |
nee? She must ask for the price of
the ticket. Would she llks to visit a
friend In the countryT She must sak
meekiy for the fare.

Wife Should Hawve the Money.

It 1s surprising that so many women
should put up with so humliliating =
position. It is & survival of the days
when the wife was looked upon as a
KRind of slave, as some one who should
do a great deal of work for mno better
reward than having & home. In these
eniightened days it is a grotesque an-
achronism,

In epite of the twantieth century the
average wife is still in the barbarous
poaition of having to go to her husbhand
for avery penny.

He 1llkes it, of course. It pleases
him to feel that she 1z depandent on
him. He is flattered when she narv-
ously and prettily asks him for a paltry
10 shillings for some pleasure to
which she is easily entitisd.

It gratifies his wvanity to glve her
a 36 bl He would not bsa so com-
fortable If she quletly asald that sH®
was going to take a box that after-
noon. Only the exceptional husband
likes to think of his wife as independ-
ant,

Ona result is that she oftan is re-
duced to petty subterfuges. Instead
of paying cash, she runs up bills or
allows accounts to go unpald for
months Instead of weeks

Finding that she has spsnt a graat
part of the housekeeping allowanecs,
and not caring to admit it, she thinks
she wlll get over the diffficunity by
economizing next wealk, and then pay-
ing the bills. There Iz no commoner
pourcs of domsstlo friction.

After & few weeks she finds that
she cannot get squere again., and finds
it necessary to alarm the head of the
house.

\Instead She Should Have a Separate Ac-
count to Meet All Her Financial Needs

for the wife to have a definite allow-
ance gquite apart from the houselteep-
Ing money, worked out on the basis of
the total income and the umount the
husband spends on luxuries.

Take, for example, the 3$1500-a-year
household. In the great majority of
cases the husband spends about $§
& woek on plessure and luxuries, and
the wife $1.25 at most. She very sel-
dom has any @&efnits allowance and
haas to worry him for evary qguarter.

If possible, she ahould have a sep-
arate banking account, so that wshe
could be perfectly independent, and
poszibly find some pleasurs In saving
—a& pleasurs In which thousands of

& omiys'a nu
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Required.
Ths only reasonabls arrangement is

women find surprising satisfaction.
Only the poor seem to realise this,
The Ilaborer knows that his wife s
tha most llkely member of the house-
hold to save mongy, and in the ma-
Jority of cames h s wise enough to
hand over his whole week's earnings
to her, leaz a faw shillingas for his
pockat,

She makaes the very meost of, eay, the
$6 Intrusted to her, and at thes end of
the week produly tells the husband that
ghe has eaved $1.25. This system prob-
ably accounts for the undoubted faot
that the women of the poor aAre very
seldom extravagant. The wife, being
in charge of practically the whole in-
come, takes pride in using It akillfully
and oarefully. If she had to ask for
every penny she would very soocn be-
coma extravagant

Thas system does not work so well
with lerger Incomes, but some modifi-
catlion of It would probably be a great
deal better than the present barbargus
maethod usual in milddle-class house-
holds. One casa is typleal. A husband
was worrled by his young wife's ax-
travagance. Bhe was constantly ask-
ing for money, which he had not the
heart to refuse. Bhe had no concep-

tion eof the value of money, and

ould Never Have To Ak

O or /lbpeye

.Let Her Run the Bank
Account a While.

seemed to think that It came, llke
water, out of the tap. The husband's
only consolation was that she spent it
very charmingly.

After a yoidr he declded to do a bold
thing. He transferred his banking ac-
count to hiz wife, and gave her entlre
cantrol of his whole Ineome, about
$2000, for a year. t once she became
R different woman. Inatead of Waking
pleasure in spending monay, sha took
almost a fantastic pleasure in saving it

Apparently !mpressed by the respon-
sibllity, she gave up many of her plaas-
uras, and tock great pride In sesing
how little she could spend esvery week.
It was understood that she could have
es much pocket money as sha llked,
and the result of this was that she
spent practically nothing. In a few
yvears they saved hundrods of dollars,
and the husband still goes hafplly to
his wifa for every check, There Is
nothing he enjoyas mors than secing
her gravely working out figuros,

Wife Shows Her Economy.

It s time, surely, that husbands
ceased to treat thelr wives as children,
and allowed them to ba responsible
partnera. No ather system works so
well, The moment a woman feels she

equal

the

in

trol over money.
sha takes pride
But, so long us she
must a=k ber husband
half dollars and dollnrs,
a vagua Idea of ho
he has, sha will probably
gant, and certainly
The great mistake
makes s In thinking
womean. eanjoys &
fact, sha anjoy
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Correcting a Husband.

A colored womaen weant

af her church the othoer
plain of the conduct of
who, she said, was a low-d
lees, trifling fellow. After

the long reclial of the
her neglectful spouse and

minlster

to correct them the r .
"“*Have you ever tried heaping coals of
firs upon his head 7

“No,” was the reply, "bhut 1 dona

tried hot water.”




