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In 1911 the Iow tate College want-
ed someons to tnke charge of a “wom-
an's hour" In their bullding at the

State Falr held annually In Des Moines.
The Woman's Federation, asking for a
waek Iinstead of an hour, selzed the
opportunity that hand presented Itself
and iaunched the blg Idea that had

ety

or town. The entrles were also
divided according to age, ranging from
1 to @ years,
First Contest Is Held.
The enterprise proved m big success.
The bables were thers in lurge nums-
bers; so were the spectators to witness

this novel display. It took as never
i beauty show did. Thers was a whole
| tentful of the lvely, crowing little

Iriirv[ul!)'

creaturag, with several women doctors
in attendanes to look them over and
take cars of them. Pink toes would
kick out, chubby faces would wreath
in smiles as with their ganrments first
removed the litle boys and girls were
examinad. An official moore
card, very cor potly gotten up by Dr.
Margaret Vaupel Clark, of Waterloo,
In., furnizshed the baslis for the mark-
ings. Theay were gone over as to chest
development, height, welght., cireum-
ference of head, etec. In fact, not a
point of any sort |s overiooked on this
score card.

The system adopted has the approval
not only of the Natlonal Congresas of
Mothers, but of the Iowa Publle Com-
mittes of the Ameriean Madlcal Asso-
clation, and ths Department of Agri-
cultural Extension of Iowa State Col-
lege. It Is (nvaluabls In that it fur-
nishes an exact standard on which
parants may o Iln correcting the phys-
feal defocts of thelr children.

In the first contest, Charles Elmer
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and white skins of thair
totally uncovered. Thers
wesn't much corying or quarreling,
elther. What self-respecting baby
could be peavish or unhappy If it were
robust enocugh to be entered in a state
health contest?

Measurements of Perfection.

Hera ura the figures that little Dor-
othy Klusmeyear's mother points to with
a just and pardonable pride, and the
young lady herself will probably do
Hkewlse when she grows big enough
to understand (t all. Helght, 36%
inches; clrcumference of head, 20
inches; chest measare, 21 Inches;
welght, 211 pounds. Another young-
ster, o “boy from the country,” of
exactly her age, mads a closs second.
His rigures were as follows: helght,
37 Inches; head measure, 19 inches:
chest measure, 203§ Inchea; welght, 32
pounds. Thess statistics mean much
or little, according as one knows what
tha ideal baby should measurs up to,
The American Medical Association for
the age of 38 months places the stand-
ard ns follows: haight, 36 inches; head
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one yoar the measurements should be
welght, 21 pounds; height, 28 inches;
chest, 18 inchex; head, 18 Inches, At
two years, welght 26% pounds; height,
a5 inches; chest, 19 inches ead, 19
At three years, alght, &1
1s; helght, 35 inches; chest, 20
Inches; head, 19% Inches.

Thess health c¢ontests have taksn
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Plans are under way to have a baby
health contest in every county In Towa,
but the promoters are not satisfied
with going this far. They feel that
they have but begun ths work. They
won't rest content untll every county
in every state in the Unlon has taken
up the prize healthy baby idea, and
with the prize winners of ths county
contests entersd At the stats contesat
The pian then may be for the victor-
fous contestants to go to the National
contest. Wherever this National con-
test may be held, thers =z no question
but that the whole United Biates will
take the keenest interest In It, and
wondar, prophesy and wager, as to
which one of the entries will ba voted
“the healthlest haby {n the world"

As has been stated, the contests as
carried on are not bemuty shows. The
homely, snub-nosed, freckle-faced
lttle towhend may have an agual chance
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only for superb health but for beauty
as well
Keeping Baby Healthy,

Even the Indlan women on the res-
wrvations have been aroused to tiuke
an interest. In the last Iowa state
contest a squaw of the Sioux with her
little brown darling came to make the

aentry. He did not average remarkably
bigh, howaver,
Harrietta Seward Hurd, one of the

women behind the movement, says: "The
term race suicide has become popular,
but it !s hoped by the mesins employed
by the health commlties not to make
the birth rate less, but teo lower tha
death rate by giving to tha bables the
cars they nesd.”

The official score cards are carefully
preserved In the flles of the Amarican
Madica]l Association, as data upon which
to make further study into this all-
important question of eugenics or race
bettarmant. The hope is—and (¢t la &
hope confidently held—that from the
results of thoss various health contests
definite rules may be deduced and for-
mulated inte simple terms that any
ons c¢an undarstand—rules that will
give practical Instruction for the scl-
entific relsing of bables. Among the

things it is proposed to roegulnate by the|

new mathod {a the proper feeding of
children. Vast numbers of goud, kind
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That s part of the work balng done
at the Iowa health contests. The phy-
sicians, 1 lonrning from the parents

what k of food the child has been
| reared on and other conditions relative
to his well being, point out mistalkes,

opportunity is
| given to rectify them. The parent upon
roeturning home has not only & naw
basis upon swhich to intelllgently care

11:‘.d thus an

for her child, but has become AN en<
thusiastic propagmtor of ths good
healthh tenets

From all this it looks as If there

waore bright lines ahead for the infants
of our land, docsn't t?

The training of the parents thems=
pelven has not of coursne arrived as yet,
but the day of preparing for parant=
hood wiil ely come, And ths move-
ment that has been set on foot by the
energetic Mra, Watta is galning an Im-
petus that Is going, ultimately, to pro=
duce tremer us conssjuences for the
welfare of the race.

Meantime It would do no harm if
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THE MASTERPIECE > < < < BY LUIGI CAPUANA
CCTOR MAGGIOL] was the oldest|less, in the flesh, Immortal ereatures)mere represantation of life; that it It and admired it before, though I|and extended his arms with the handstoo, totally different from that con-jexperiment before the experiment was
D of - rie of frlends, men and|that would give birth to other similar|could not be a mere artistlc play of |could not tell where, and this times I open in the manner affected by hyp- | ferred by the artist And when the|completed. Only two days before I
3 artistic and | beings, and would probably form the|cclor or outline If it awakened sentl- | found It more beautiful than ever. notists when they seek to influence | profsssor, exhausted, wearily dropped|had been with him In the laboratory
1 in views|nueléus of a new humanity.” ment and emotion in the mind of the| “it was a half-length Hfteenth-cen- | thelr subjests. his arms and thus Interrupted the|watching th ial anlmation of the
Foon RS *But that Is utterly Incredibler |*Photator. tury figure and produced an extraor- “I goon saw that wnat I had taken|progress of this miraculous effect, 1|portralt, and had gone iway h.a.l.r-ln-
frequents - = st t He considered such & work as & | dinary llusion of detachment from the for an optlcal illusion dune to chiaro-| Was satlsfled that something of it re-[credulous. 1 ked myaelf: ‘Is it pos-
1y Thelr | Fled the Baroness. creature with potential life—with an|background. The eyes wers &o bril- [scuro and a skillful management of |miined on the canvas; more than I|=ible¥ then swered my OwWn Quen-
dlsc “That 1s what I thought" rejoined|organism more complete, more dellcate [Hant that I fancled I could see them |light was Indeed reality. Little by |hsd noticed on first entaring the room,|tlon: ‘'You are rse than doubting
£r Doctor Maggloll, “but I was obliged to|thin curs, but latent, as It were, on the | reflecting surrounding obfects; the lips | little, under & maegnetic effluence that | though it was fer from being #o pro- 'T.hnr‘l'.n_‘i. I even ¢ wrod o touch tha
) change my opinion. The poor old|canvas or In the marble awaiting the|appeared molst, the breath was appar-| seemed to flow from the professor's|Bounced as during the process of vital- | check of that peinted face with my,
and monpe n died, however, without seelng the | transforming powser of thought to|ently futtetring betwesn the pe;rl}' ﬂ;ﬁ:cm the palnted figure bocame ani- Izutlon. The old man sat motionless. and withdrew It with an In<
tention and tion of masterpleces, us he|break its bonds and glve 1t & place in | teeth; the skin had a tint, a brightness mated: the face assumed &n expression | His face was livid, his eyes were y feellng of terror and re-
= he world of nature. as If the veins bsneath were throbbnlg | of pleasurs and from time to time one closed, his head was bowed on his —the sensatlon was. that of
“Did Lie belleve then in a Messlah “It 15 & beautiful ldea,’ I sald to|snd glving It o freshness, & rosiness |of sufforing and even of suppressed Chest, his breath came In slow, deep ! rm flesh swelling gently from
for works of art? him one day: ‘but nothing more. almost phosphorescent in character, rage, followad by changes of a more in. | Zasps. I took his hand; It was loy e y
“Yea, Baroness; sad this Massiah he| * Tt is & reality’ he replied positive-| *"What a masterplece!’ 1 exclaimed. | definits churacter which defled analy-|¢0id. — But after a few minutes hia re- dsy the professor disd, after
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“What strange things you must have
sean!” exclaimed the Baroness, a ban-
tering infl fon In her wvoice.

“The Privilege of old age,” replied
the doctor, =miling All guthered
around tke white-haired ©ld man who
began: .

“The professor had one great fault
—he was (oo modest, He used to
eay that the more scisnce advanced
the more helpless it bgeame, by which
he meant that the clearing up of one
mystery only openod the way to the
revelation of other and wtill greater
mysteries. Another of his maxims
wios that a truth out of place might do

more bagrm than an opportuns la;
and he was right. But If' I repeat all
his aphorisms 1 shall keep you hers

unti] tomorrow morning.

“His theory of the Incarnation of mas-
terpleces had this as ity starting polint;
that human thought Iin producing a
work of art could not act differently
froen divine thought in creating nature.
Acocording to him. they are merely two
manifestations of what is essontially
ths msame force: tha lattar acting di-
rectly upon nature, the first Indirectly
in the world of art through the medium
of the human organlsm.

"I was then a confirmed materialiat
ke you, my dear Veraldl" turning to
the young lconoclast; “and laughed in
my sleeve &t such metaphysical reason-
Ing from a man devoled to an exact
sclemce which 1 thought ought to make
him more of & materialist than 1. He
belleved, however, that the human fig-
ure painted or carvad by the hand of
a2 genlus was something mora than a

On ona of the walls hung & woman's
portrait which seemed strangsaly fa-
millar to me. I wag sure I had ssen

plied, Indicating a chalr parhaps two
yards or a little mors from the ploture.
Ha also sat dowm, but much nearer,

help believing that this portralt, lin-
mortalised by the master hand of ‘Dcl
Plombo, had a life of its own—a life,

SUFFRAGIST INVASION OF WASHINGTON

CONTINTUED FROM PAGE TWO.

to see in the high places of the nation
only men who will fight for the upkeep
of the sacredness of the home. They
dany that therp are among them large
numbers of old malds who have no
ohildren, or wives who find domestic
duties Irksome. but assert that they
are mothers and wives who love thelr
home and thelr children and want to
fight for the protection of the same;
women who feel that they are thinking
human creatursas and have Intelligence
enough to tanke an active Interest in
the legisiation which so wvitally con-
cerns them.

The floats which will ba gotten up
at great cost. will portray the history
of women from the earllest date and
the great influsnce they have and can
hava upon posterity. Many of them
will represent the victery of woman's
suffrage at the November election,

Able Leaders at the Helm.

Mirs Alice Paul chalrman of the
Congressional Committes of ths Np-
tional American Woman's Suffrage As-
sociation, bhas como to Washington to
direct the great work of the pageant
and the woman suffragists throughout
the country are well satisfled that with
Miss Faul In chargs everything will
ba beanutiful and Impressive.

Tha national efficers of the Woman's

Suffrags organization, Dr. Anna Bhaw,
Miss Jane Addams snd Mrs. Carrie
Chapman Catt, will lead the parade
although it bas not yet been decided
W hethar they will ride In a carriage.
The pageant will be divided Into divis-
fons by states and by professions in
the states and the chairman of each
organization will lsad her division
All professions of women will be rep-
resented., many of the floats showing
the women at work. There will be a
gpecial division of press women, which
will be led by Mlss Gensvieve Champ
Clarx, the elghtesn-year-old daughter
of the Speaker, who has chosan four-
nalism as a vocation,

Al a recent poll of the wivea of meam-
bers of Congress and Washington wo-
men in general, It was found that
more than nine-tanths of thess women
were In favor of suffrage, so that on
the 3d of March hundreds of thess are
expaclad to murch down broad Pennsyl-
vanla evenue to Impress the new Pras-
ident, officials and their own husbands
with the faot that they are out for the
volte,

Among the leadsrs in the Congress-
lonal set suffrage circles In Waahing-
to: are Mre. Robart M. La Folletta and
her daughter, Miss Fola La Folletts.
the lattar, because of her stage train-
ing. belng prominent |n sarranging thae

detalls of the pageant Mrs E‘h_ﬂ

Parsons, wifs of ths former Represen-
tatlve from New York, will coms to
Washington for the avent and will
lead one of the divisions.

Mrs. Harvey W. Wliley, wife of ths
former chief of the Bureau of Chemis-
try, 1s one of the most interesting wo-
men In Washington, and s working
hard to perfect the plans for her div-
islon of the pasads. AMrs Wiley is very
pretty and could well portray a plcture
of motherhood with her six-months-old
son, Harvey Wiley, Jr., !n her arma

Mrs., MacVeagh, wife of the Secre-
tery of the Treasury, Mrs. Champ
Clirk, wife of the Speaker, and scores
of equally prominent women. have nce
cepted places on the various commlit-
teesd.

Special preparations are belng made
to feature the band of mwarchers headed
by “Gen" Rosalle Jonaa, which pro-
poses to walk to Washington from the
metropolis. This femals Coxey's army,
probably clad in khak! walking clothes
and rough boots, will have a prominent
placa in the parade,

It 1s expected that the pageantry of

damonstration in behalf of the
women of the Nation who are demand-
ing the suffrage will be the most im-
preszive and momentous performance
Dt ot Thay sapeats 1. e th Be Spoch
put on expect o &pO
making.

*'Can it be possible? I exclaimed.:

*'Can you still doubt, after what you
have seen? Or ars you ones of those
who would rather disbelleve the testi-
mony of thelr sanses than give up an
opinion?

“I do not deny that I am one of those
doubting ones. Bafora long I had per-
suaded myself that 1 had besn hypno-
tizad by ths professor’'s mesmeric
power, and yet, whenever I glunced at
the picturs, I felt shaken in this con-
viction. The Impression It made upon
me was Indefinable; It seemed nelther
8 work of art nor a llving being; It
was puszling in the highest degree.

“‘You ought to help me’ he added,
rialng from his chair. "You are young,
robust, thoughtiul, and one I oan
trust.” He then told me the story of
the plcture. BSoms of you may remems-
ber the hus and cry ralsed by the naws-
papers many years ago about the theft
of a plctura from the gallery of the
Utfizl. He was the robber.

“‘To put my theory to the test.' he
oontinuned, ‘It waa nocessary to ¥e A
veritable masterplece, one that would
exercise a strong Influence om Lhe
operator. This was Indispensable to
the experiment, but I could not ask
to have one placed at my disposal; I
should have been considered mad I
had often seen this portralt and had
been profoundly moved by It. I ordered
& copy of It, but it was so poorly dons
that I refused to accept It. Them 1
determined to have the original at any
cost. I have falt no rsmorse for the
theft; my sclentific alms absolve mse
from blams In my own eyes. You will
not denounca ms, I know," he sald with
a smile, ‘and when the time comes 1

ve myself up aE the oriminal’

shsll
"Unfortunately the time never came,
His sudden death put an end Lo thelQuting.

pleture again, I
ent that the professor's
death would t unfavorably on It
bit wasx unprepirsd for the horrible
sight that mstl my eyes. I recolled ine
voluntarily.

The masterplecs
Piombo was Irretr

| hastened

to
| had & proesen

of Sebastiane dal

lavably ruined. Tha
fresh, womanly face, once & vislon of
| radiant beauty, wins llke n shrunken
bladder, wrinkled and dried, sticking
to the surface of the emnvas!"

In Luxembourg Afocot.

Eome time In the forenoon the soli-
tude wae broken by the appearance of
& singular object. I first cuught sight
of it upon the summit of a long hiil up
which my road was climbing, and It
descended upon me with a rather start-
ling rapldity, seelng that it obviously
was not on automobile. As It ap-
proached it resolved ltsalf Into threa
parts, a cart much like u glorified toy
express wWagon. o man curled wpon it
gnd a dog galloplng ventre a terre un-
derneath. This, I discovered, is & fa-
vorita maeathod of transporting one's
gelf and one's goods about tha soun-
try., On level ground or uphill the
dog pulls the cart and the man walks
beside It; downhill the man cllmbs Into
the cirt and consts comfortably on his
way, the unfortunate dog working
herder than ever. It Is scarcely fair
play, but ons cannot sxpect & Walloon
peasant to unhitch his beast of burden
and hoist him Into the cart by hir side.
And after one of these animals
aronsed mn entire town by his sSavage
barking merely because I stopped to
look ecompassionately at him, 1 lost
symprthy with the eontire breed—
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