
),000,000 a Year Police Graft.

Work in New York.
The Third in a

of Crooked
HAT the police of Now York col- -

I lect Kraft nobody doubts In tne
last few weeks Mr. Buckner and

hie investigating committee and Dis-

trict Attorney Whitman's Grand Jury,
have collected thousands of pages of
sworn evidence showing that the police
license the criminals of New York.

There are three questions which the
average citizen Is curious to have an-

swered.
First How much money in a year

do the police collect from the various
kinds of licensed vice and crime?

Second Are all policemen grafters,
or Is this graft grabbed up by a little
clique of police officers?

Third Do the grafting police officers
have to divide up with somebody
"higher up"; and how many and who
are these hidden people "higher op?"

For the last 20 years, off and on,

I myself have paid graft to the police
In one way or another. For several
months I have collected graft for the
police. I am one of the few men in
New York who have seen the graft
business from both sides.

Nobody denies that there Is regular
systematic grafting by the police, but
Jt Is commonly supposed mar ponce
graft la confined mostly to the pro-

tection money paid by gamblers and
the keeDers of disreputable resorts.
This sort of graft is a tax levied by the
nollce on vice.

But there Is a much more wicked and
dangerous form of police graft, of
which little has been told. This is the
licensing by the police of burglars.
pickpockets, shoplifters and thieves of
all varieties. There is a definite pari
nershlp in crime between the police
and the thieves.

Burglars are whipped up to "get
busy" because the division of profits
for their last month's robberies were
not satisfactory. Pickpockets and de
tectlves Jump on the same car together
and in case of trouble, the pickpocket's
partner shows his badge and confuses
things by arresting the wrong person
until his pickpocket friend has made
his escape.

Graft at tne Fair.
"Lefty" Boyle, the famous pick

pocket, declared he had a police license
to operate anywhere In three speciriea
police precincts. I have heard of others
who purchased licenses for certain ter-
ritory and were never disturbed so long
as they did not work outside of their
district and were prompt in paying
the regular monthly tax.

The most famous instance of selling
districts to criminals was during the
World's Fair In Chicago. The Chicago
police realized that a specially fat har
vest was offered for all kinds of thlev
ery among the great crowds that came
to visit the fair. Word was sent out to
the best known crooks of England and
America and they were Invited to at
tend a private police auction. The. City
of Chlcairo was carefully laid out in
districts and bids were requested for
the "rlirhta" in each district.

It was aulte plan be
cause there were fat and lean districts.
and there were so many separate
"rights" In each district. In the jewel
ry district there were ourgiar ngnis,
highwaymen rights, pickpocket privi-
leges, shoplifting concessions and bunco
rights. In the residence districts these
concessions were worth less money,
but certain other rights were of value.
K it was all auctioned off tothemgn
est bidders and the police were kept
busy keeping the various crooks Inside
their concessions ana matting mem pay
tha nrice they had agreed to.

I have lived my life in the underworld.
I know the thieves and the pickpocKets.
Astonishing as this partnership be-

tween the police and the criminals
seems. It is true. Later on in this ar-
ticle I will explain In detail how this
partnership works.

Let's go back to the first question
asked: How much money In a year do
the police collect from the various
kinds of licensed vice and crime?

I can answer without hesitation, at
least $16,000,000 a year. This $16,000,-00- 0

a year of police graft flows from
three main fountains ami one small
one.

There are about 200
gambling houses run under police pro-

tection and the regular price of protec-
tion Is $1200 a month for each gam-
bling bouse. I have paid this amount
to the police as a gambling house pro-

prietor and I have collected this money
from gambling houses when I was Lieu-
tenant Becker's graft collector. These
200 gambling houses paying $1200 a
month each-tota- l up $2,880,000 a year.

Great Army of Crook..
The greatest source of graft of all

comes from the licensing of vice. Mrs.
Goode on oath has testified that there
are S5.000 outcasts under police pro-

tection in New York. This estimate is
generally accepted as being correct
and $5 for each one of these is the aver-
age tax levied every week by the po-

lice 35.000 licensed outcasts at $3 a
week amounts to $9,100,000 a year.

There are 35.000 of these outcasts
and perhaps 15.000 professional gam-
blers, making a total of 50.000 crimi-
nals. But It is commonly agreed that
the professional criminal population
of New York is not less than 200,000.
Bo we still have left 150.000 criminals
of all kinds and descriptions, most of
whom are licensed in one way or an-

other by the police. This army of
150,000 burglars, "fences," pickpockets,
bunco men, wire tappers, green goods
operators, shoplifters and other varie-
ties of criminals probably yields an an-
nual revenue to the police of not less
than $4,000,000.

These are the three chief sources of
graft. There still remains one small
source of revenue the releasing of
small offenders by policemen who
threaten arrest, but change their minds
for a $5 bill: the licensing of criminals
who have sklppped their bail and are
not rearrested so long as they pay pro-
tection money: the merchants who are
allowed to obstruct the sidewalks for
a small payment: chauffeurs who are
caught speeding and are allowed to go
for a small consideration, etc, etc.
These small grafts perhaps amount to
$200,000. Summing up all the main
sources of police graft, we have:
200 (ambllnf houses, at $1200 a

month $ S.S'O 000
33 .000 outcasts, at ti a week S.100.000
Burglars. "fences, pickpockets.

Dunco men. wiretappers, saop- -
Ilfters. etc. .ooo.eoi

Other small craft soo.ooo

Total anneal police graft $l.lSO,onO
Who the Grafters Are.

These estimated figures are prob-
ably smaller than the real truth. Mayor
Gaynor has said that the police used
to collect $4,000,000 a year from sa-
loons that kept open after closing
hours. If this comparatively small

privilege to a relatively small number
m , ..i .1.1..., til a T a vnr

I w uuiaiuia 3 icHi'ii, as -
has publicly stated. 4.uuu,uuu a year, n
certainly Is not unreasonable to sup
pose that 200.000 professional crimi-
nals In New York yield a protection
revenue of at least $16,000,000 a year.
If two or three thousand saloon keep-
ers can be milked of $4,000,000 a year
it is beyond belief that the profits of-
fered by these other broader and rich-
er fields for graft, would be. neglected.

To go back to the second question:
Are all policemen grafters, or is this
graft grabbed up by a .little clique of
police officers?

The police department consists of
one Police Commissioner, four deputies.
18 district inspectors, about 100 cap-
tains, several hundred detectives and
about 10,000 patrolmen. Most of the
10,000 men in uniform who are eut on
posts get little or no graft. There are
probably not over 1000 members of
the police department who are in the
graft system in other words, nine po-
licemen out of ten are honest.

As to the third question: Do the
grafting police officers have to divide
up with somebody "higher up"; and
how many and who are these hidden
people "higher up"? Of the men
"higher up," which would be accepted
in a court, but does it seem reason-
able that the professional politicians
who name the city officials would allow
their creatures in office to put $16,000.-00- 0

a year in their pockets without
sharing in this?

Crime flourishes in big cities be-
cause of the protection which can be
bought from the police. The police
grow rich because ot tne protection
they sell to the criminals. If the crim
inals were all in prison there would be
no graft income the police grafters
do not want to see criminals in prison
it ruins business.

Police grafting Is of two kinds sys-

tematic and Individual! The systematic
kind is paid by gambling houses, pool
rooms and disorderly houses. It is paid
regularly, like rent, only it is collected
twice a month, usually the 1st and the
15th.

It Is paid to the captain of the pre-
cinct and to the inspector of the district
In which the house is situated and it Is
paid to nearly every other" official who
has power to close up the house. The
formation of the "strong arm squad"
opened a new source of oppression for
the graft payer.

Protection for Gamblers.
The gambling house which pays graft

is of the kind that operates the faro
bank box, the roulette wheel and the
poolroom. They exist in great numbers
all over the city. They cannot run for
two days without their existence being
known to the police officials. Some of
them have been running for years with
out a day's interruption. These, how
ever, are of the most exclusive kind
the kind contented sometimes with
single millionaire player a night, where
a new player must be vouched for al
most as though he were trying to get

position as cashier of a banic, al
though his honesty Is not the principal
qualification.

There are hundreds of smaller houses.
such as the crap game and the stuss
game. All of them pay protection. Last
comes the poker club.

There are several hundred of these
poker clubs in the city. For a long
time they were Immune from paying
graft. Finally, they, too, were mar
shalled Into the line of graft payers.
Poker clubs may be Illegal Just as It is
illegal to play poker In your own home.
because gambling itself is illegal Some-
how, however, the poker .club was al-
ways looked upon by the police as
harmless. Their certificates of incor-
poration, their wide open doors, and
their air of general legitimacy - pro-
tected them from arrest or extortion.

They began springing up like mush
rooms all over the city. Far-seein- g

gambling-hous- e keepers like "Rachel"
Braunstein (a man) and Bridgey Web-
ber, saw In these poker rooms the so
lution of the ever-prese- nt problem of
how to conduct a gambling house
without paying graft money to the po-
lice.

They opened up what to all appear
ances was one of the many poker rooms
around the city. When the graft col-
lector heard of the new venture of
these well-know- n roulette wheel and
poolroom keepers, he paid a visit to
the newly opened place to look It over
and report back to his boss. They
were easily convinced by "Rachel and
"Bridgey" that the places were run as
poker rooms only.

'There aln t nothing in any of the
other grafts any more," declared the
former graft payers, "we can't stand,

ill
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Remarkable Series of Revelations

the toll. We are going to try to make
a living with a cheap poker game.

Trying to Beat the Police.
Very soon afterward these new poker

rooms added to its poker game a smaii
poolroom, so that the poker players
could get a little variety by playing
the horses. The scheme was a great
one. A fullfledged poolroom and no
nav to the nolice.

"Rachel" and "Bridgey" chuckled to
themselves. Their joy was short lived
"Rachel"- - ad "Bridgey" neglected to
hare letters patent taken out to pre
vent infringement on their idea. Seeing
the success of their scheme "Beansie"
Rnaenfnld onened a poker room on
Fortv-fourt- h street. He. too, was vis
lted bv the collector and handed out
the same tale of woe. The poolroom
nnker-roo- m "Beansie" was soon flour
Is h Ins. It became a strong opposition
tn th "Raehel"-"Brldge- y" combination.
An anonymous letter sent to the In-

spector of the district told him of the
deceit that was being practised on him
by the wicked "Beansie." A raid tooa
place on "Beansie's" poker

Fmm that time the poker rooms all
had to fall in line with a fixed amount
of graft or get raided. It doesn't pay
to try to cheat the police out of what
they expect. The annual revenue from
this source to the grafters has helped
erreatlv to swell the grand total.

A license to sell liquor costs $1200 a
year. It is granted by tne excise

according to law.
A license to run a gambling house

coses $1200 a month. It is secured from
various police officials through their
"men.

The man who wants to run a gam
bllng house figures upon paying this
$1200 a month. Just as the man who
wants to open a saloon knows that he
has got to pay $1200 a year.

This is not theorv or guessing.
have been associated in a number of
rambllns- - houses. We always had to
pay it. I have been associated with a
grafting police official and collected
bis part of the $1200 for mm. it went
to pay for protection from the "strong
arm squad," of which he was the head.
The remaining part of the $1200 was
gathered in by other collectors repre
asntine other nolice officials.

For Becker I collected $300 a month
from 20 different houses. My share
was 25 per cent. This is how I worked.

Collecting the Graft.
My days of collecting were the 1st

and 15th of each month. I called on
the poolroom keepers first, as their
business is conducted In the early af
ternoon.

I Invariably greeted the proprietor
with a cheery "good afternoon." That
was the code.

His return greeting and looks told
plainer than so many words the esteem
in which he held me. ftext to vne un-

dertaker, perhaps, I was the person he
was most pleased to see!

The first shock of seeing me over,
the keeper of the poolroom would be-

gin by telling me that I was, a "hoo-
doo."

"Say, Jack," he would say, "how do
you account for the fact that every
time you come to collect the races run
disastrously for me? Here you haven't
been here five minutes and I ve lost al-
most my entire bank roll. I really
can't pay you today; come around to-

morrow. Then It was up to me to tell
him how sorry I felt for his predica-
ment, usually following it up with the
information that I wasn't there to col-

lect, anyway. Just to deliver a message
from the "boss."

"You've got to close up, Steve. Too
many letters have been pouring in
about this place. Not for a thousand a
month can Becker stand for this place
another day!"

The horrified look on the poolroom
keeper's face didn't die out until I had
assured him that perhaps if I returned
to Becker at once with the monthly
payment in my pocket I might be able
to get things fixed up. That usually
worked the trick and the money was
passed over.

At the next place I might visit 1

would be given perhaps a story of the
poverty-stricke- n state of the proprie-
tor and how he would have to quit the
business unless I agreed to cut down
his payments. My reply was that yes-
terday I had delivered a similar mes
sage from a poolroom keeper to Becker
and then the "boss" had told me that
my answer to any and all of their
complaints must be the same: If they
can't stand the tariff tell them to quit
the gambling business and start a
frankfurter stand.

At the next place the proprietor Is
Intimately acquainted with a politician

PABTMvA SHOWS HIS BADGE AXD

who knows everything that Is going
on at headquarters.

."Last night I was in this politician's
saloon," he would say, "spending a
little money. I asked him what was
new at headquarters. Well, he told me
in the strictest confidence that com
missioner Waldo had just asked him
over the phone to name the man to
take Becker's place as head or tne
'strong arm squad." Becker Is through.
Come around the latter part of the
week. Jack if you feel like it."

"That's all right," I would reply,
but you make good today or not at

all. That's my orders."
"Sure that's your orders. Tomorrow,
guess, Becker"ll be through. That's

what I'm telling you. No, Jack, noth-
ing doing today. Goodby."

Thinking perhaps there was some
truth in the rumor this man had got,
I rushed back with the news to Becker.
The next day the room was raided by
Becker, and the poolroom proprietor
was chasing all over town trying to
find me to pay his graft with a bonus
by way of peace offering.

When a poolroom was raided By the
"strong arm squad'1 one thing was
always most sought after by the raid-er- a

It is what is known as the "horse
betting sheet." On this sheet Is writ
ten the name of the horse and the
amount wagered on his chances by the
bettors. Tickets with printed num
bers on are given the players when
they enter the poolroom each day and
these numbers are used as means ox
Identification when a player presents
hlmelf at the window to cash a win
ning bet.

If in raiding a poolroom this betting
sheet Is secured by the raiders great
excitement prevails between the pool
room keepers and the players. The
players get wind of the fact that the
betting sheet has been seized by the
police. The following day they appear
In the raided place and make demands
for money far in excess of what is
coming to them. Losers make claims on
horses that have won. To refuse to
pay a bet is suicide for a gambler. He
becomes a welcher. Rather than that
the distracted poolroom proprietor will
pay every demand however unjust he
knows it to be.

For this reason, when a poolroom Is
raided every effort is made to save the
betting sheet. At the first appearance
of the raiders the sheet is torn into
half a dozen pieces, perhaps, and dls
trlbuted among the employes of the
place. In one case I knew of one or
the employes jumping out of a second
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story window with the sheet. He didn't
fear arrest, either.
He broke his enkle but he saved the
sheet.

But if the police do get the sheet
there is still a way out for tne pool-
room man for a couple of hundred
dollars the raiding officer will give
him an opportunity to make a copy of
it. With this, the poolroom player can
confront the players with the actual
wagers made by them. '

This is a fruitful source of graft.
Becker made the most of It. On one
occasion, though, he was buncoed by a
man he had raided, and It was through
this incident that I came to know
Becker. The nan raided, who was a
close friend of mine at that time, got
permission to oopy the sheet, promising
to pay Becker $300. After he had ob-

tained the copy and settled with his
customers he made the alarming dis-
covery that he didn't have enough for
Becker. He made an appointment to
meet Becker with it the next morning.
He gave Becker a stand-u- p. Becker
vowed vengeance. When the oppor-
tunity came for Becker to pay off old
scores, I was asked by my friend to
intercede. In the negotiations which
followed Becker decided that I was just
the man he wanted for collector and I
got the berth.

My knowledge of the underworld
made me a valuable oollector. It was a
simple matter for me to inform every-
one whom the information would do
the most good that I was the man to
see for Becker. Among these people
gamblers, shoplifters, pickpockets,
thieves, gangsters, politicians, disorder-
ly house keepers and the like it was
my function to sound the praises of the
"boss" and to spread tales of his power.
Becker helped It along with an occa-
sional object lesson for the disbelievers
in the shape of a raid pulled off at a
given hour.

Protecting Real Crooks.
But now for the class of grafters

which I have referred to as "individual
grafters." As I have said, 'money paid
for protection in this way is twice as
much as that collected systematically,
although its exact amount cannot even
be guessed at. It is paid in various
amounts from the $1 wrung irom tne
pushcart peddler to the thousands of
dollars extorted rrom tne wiretapper,
the "fence," the frenzied financier or
the "dip," or pickpocket who makes
the big touches.

A law recently passed makes the
pickpocket an easy prey for the police
errafter. The law permits detectives to
arrest known pickpockets in any public
place. He can be dragged before
magistrate cnargea witn --jostling ana
sent to the workhouse ror so or to aays.

Not long ago there were three de
tectlves attached to the Central Office
who were assigned to work chiefly
among the inhabitants of that part of
the underworld of which some or bee
ond avenue is a part. They soon earned
the nickname of the "three guards-
men" because they stuck together so
well. They were perhaps the biggest
grafters the department ever knew of
this type. They were sometimes re-

ferred to as the "three devils." They
were oast masters in the art of graft-
lug and framing the successful dip
They easily established the reputation
for being able to sena any aip to tne
workhouse for six months on a framed-u- p

charge of Jostling. With that repu
tation graft-collecti- was easy.

Grafting the "Dips."
Their usual plan was as follows:

Guardsman No. 1 would arrest a dip
on suspicion of Jostling. On the way
to headquarters they would accidentally
run into guardsman To. & or a.

What have you got?" guardsman mo.

2 would ask of guardsman No. 1.
Only a 'gun." Caught him jostling,
whv. I know that kid. B11L He's a

decent kid. Stand for a staKe irom
him. mil. and turn mm loose.

Tha interview would end by tne uip
handing over whatever he had on him to
the guardsman to save himself from a
workhouse sentence. tne amount
he had didn't come up to the amount
demanded, he was given a certain time
within which to make good.

And say. kid." the detective would
add, "mind you come across tonignt. J. li
keep my eye on you, too.

That night tne dip would won over
time. Hopping on and off cars, It
might take him a couple of hours be-

fore he would get enough to pay the
graft demanded. During that time he
would run Into the Guardsman who
had arrested him several times, per--
h&Ds. but he would not be molested.
He had practically been granted im-
munity for the night. He might turn a
trick right under the detective's nose
without any fear. He was working to
pay what he had promised the detec
tive.

In a similar way central office men
get the dips to act as stool pigeons for
them that is. thejr turn, theja loose,

without the payment of graft upon
their agreement to act as informers.

Very of ten. the amount of graft ex-
torted from a dip runs into thousands.

Just before racing ended In NewYork
a well-know- n bookmaker got touched
for his bank roll on the platform of
the New York side of the East River
bridge. The roll contained about
$7500. It was a wallet carried in the
Inside breast pocket, but the dip, an
old hand at the game; got it easily.

The police were notified and appar-
ently worked on the case and reported
no clew. How easy it would have
been for them to have got the dip if
they had really wanted to will be seen
from the following fact:

Operations of Pickpockets.
At that time and up to about a year

ago there was an organization on the
lower East Side known as "The Boys
of the Avenue." This organization was
composed almost entirely of pickpock-
ets. It was their social club. Two
hundred and fifty of them belong to it.
It was their safest retreat. There at
least they were safe from the framed-u- p

charge of Jostling. Among the 250

members there were a number of stool
pigeons.

On the night of the $7500 touch there
wasn't a member of that club who
didn't know of it. It was ,the only
thinr they talked of. The name of the
dip who made the touch was freely
mentioned. The stool pigeons heard
it. Naturally they carrlred the news to
police headquarters. And yet there
was no arrest. How much of the roll
the dip in question had to give up for
his freedom Is not known. In the club
the amount was mentioned at $1500.

It was an Interesting fact that the
balance of the money finally found Its
way back to the very bookmaker who
lost it. The dip was playing the races,
as all of them did. He thought it a
good joke to place hi3 bets with the
man he had touched.

"It's one of the few chances I've had
to play with a bookie's own money,"
he said. Though the dip lost every
cent of it, bj always said It made him
laugh to see how nice and polite the
bookie treated him, while the dip was
simply losing the bookmaker's own
money back to him.

When times are hard and revenue
scarce a good haul can usually be made
from one of the many "fences" the
men who buy from crooks the stuff
they have stolen.

How this is done may be illustrated
by a case which came to my attention
and which Is only one of many of the
same kind.

Through a stool pigeon two precinct
detectives learned of a big burglary
that was to be pulled over in the
wholesale drygoods district by three
crooks. They were on hand when the
trick was to be turned, but made no
effort to pinch the crooks. A loft was
entered and several cases of woolens
deliberately removed and loaded Into a
wagon.

Disposing of the Loot.
The detectives trailed the stolen

property to a "fence." Then the crooks
were arrested. No graft was extorted
from them, the "collar" being too im-
portant to' spoil. Before the "fence"
could distribute the stolen goods among
his stock in the manner usually fol-

lowed by them, the detectives placed
him under arrest. Satisfied with the
glory they got out of the arrest of the
burglars, they were quite ready :o lis-

ten to reason when the "fence" offered
to pay for his release. It cost him
$3000.

There is no limit to the number of
stories of this kind which might be
told. This kind of graft is being col-

lected 365 days in the year. No crim-
inal is proof against It. Few commit
their crimes with the direct aid of
the criminal police officials, perhaps,
but thousands escape the punishment
they have earned by a judicious pay-
ment out of their "fall money bank
roll."

The "fall money bank roll" Is a fund
kept In reserve by every crook of the
higher grade. It is used for many pur-
poses. It is used to try to bribe the
complainant, to whom an agent of
the prisoner is sent. This procedure
is known in the underworld as squar
Inir the raoDer."

It is used also for the engaging of
a "mouthpiece" a lawyer, it is used
in a last effort to square the detective
who made the arrest, and who may be
hired suddenly to develop a poor mem-
ory. Last, but not least, it Is used
to turn over to the professional bonds-
man, who will furnish the necessary
surety on the ball bond. If the case
looks bad, no sooner is the criminal re-

leased, than he becomes a "lamister"
a ball Jumper, or fugitive frem Jus-

tice.
Another frequent source of graft is

opened to the crooked policeman
through the ever-read- y lniormauon
furnished by his stool pigeons. These
characters frequent the opium layouts
where crooks of all kind are to be
found. There they learn of "touches"
and burglaries which for some reason
or other have never been reported to
the police.

The crafty stool pigeon gets all the
particulars and reports to his "boss."
Then the grafting detective looks up
the crook and gets what he is after.

Buying Off the "Co.
"Come along, Butch," the detective

will say, "the boss wants to see you
at head quarters."

"What fer?" asks the surprised
crook.

"For that $600 Toll you pinched from
the souse last night."

The crook has no means of knowing
that a complaint has not been filed by
the victim, and does not scent the de-

tective's scheme.
A walk around the corner, a well-word-

hint, the passing of a couple
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of hundred dollar bills, perhaps.
then the crook is turned loose.

When Herman Rosenthal, the gam-
bler, exposed the partnership existing
between himself and Lieutenant Becker
and was about to make further dis-
closures regarding graft in the police
department, he was shot down In the
public street The evidence showed
that the murderers were hired to do
the deed by Lieutenant Becker.

The public was astounded. That the
po'ice would go to the length of mur-
der to cover up their grafting opera-
tions was regarded as unbelievable.
The case was looked upon as unprece-
dented.

And yet it is only half a dozen years
ago that another informer, who had
committed numerous crimes In part-
nership with policemen, and who, be-

coming disgruntled, exposed the whole
business, vas similarly shot in tho
public street by a man whom he did '

not know and who every inference in-

dicated must have been hired by the
startled police.

In that case the Investigation which
the District Attorney commenced
bore no fruit, the policemen accused
by the informer were never brought to
trial, the informer's murderer got off
with a life sentence and nothing more
was heard of the case.

Trlmuilne a Farmer.
The informer in that case was James

Boyle, known as "Lefty" Boyle, a vet-
eran pickpocket. Boyle declared that
he had free rein in three precincts,
that is. to say. he might pursue his
calling without molestation from the
police as long as he confined his op-

erations to those three precincts and
divided the spoils.

One night. "Lefty." who was living
with his wife and children at the Hotel
Regent at Twenty-eight- h street and
Sixth avenue, was awakened by a loud
banging on his door.

Getting out of bed he found that
his visitor was one of the detectives of
the precinct with whom he was reg-
ularly dividing the proceeds of his
crimes.

"Get on your things. Lefty." ordered
the policeman, and "and meet me at
Todd's."

Without another word Lefty did as
he was bid. He knew that a summons
of this kind meant a "trick" of Im-
portance.

At Todd's, a Seventh avenue saloon,
he met the detective. In a few whis-
pered words the detective explained
that at one of the tables in the back
room "Jew Dora," a woman of tho
neighborhood, was entertaining an Ala-
bama farmer who carried $4100 on his
person $1600 In cash in one stocking
and $2500 In cash In the other.

"I'll get the rube away from the
woman; Lefty, and send him on his
way," suggested the detective, "and you
can do the rest."

"Lefty" went down the block. The
detective sat down at the table with
the farmer and the woman. What oc-

curred then was subsequently told to
District Attorney Jerome by the woman
herself.

The detective asked the farmer
whether he had his money safe. The
farmer reached down and felt his two
bank rolls In place.

"You'd better see If it's all there,"
counseled the policeman, "you know
you've been traveling In pretty fast
company tonight.

The farmer, a man named Pritchett,
at this friendly hint, decided that he
had better go. The policeman told him
not to be alarmed. More drinks were
purchased and then, when the farmer
Insisted upon going out, the detective
followed him and arrested him for in-

toxication.
The next morning when Pritchett was

released only his $1600 roll was handed
to him by the police. He demanded
the other. The desk sergeant declared
that $1600 was all he had on him when
searched at the station and showed the
entry in the blotter to prove his state
ment.

Fate of an Informer.
Pritchett was content to let the

matter rest at that He complained to
Commissioner McAdoo and then some
days afterward a roll of $2500 was sud-
denly located somewhere under the
sergeant's desk and delivered to the
farmer.

There the matter might have rested,
but "Lefty" Boyle unfamiliar with all
these developments, stuck to the belief
that the detective was not playing fair
with him. To appease Boyle, this de-

tective enabled him to rob "Jew Dora"
of $700 .worth of Jewelry. The jewelry
was pawned. When "Jew Dora" threat-
ened to squeal on the detective unless
he produced the man he had introduced
to her (Boyle)' the detective promised
to secure the pawn tickets for her for
$100. The woman paid him the money,
the tickets were handed to her and she
recovered her jewelry.

But Boyle never forgave the detective
for the way he was treated in the mat- -'

ter, and some time after, while in pris-
on awaiting trial on another charge, he
got Into communication with Jerome,
and offered to tell all he knew about
the protection which the police were
affording to certain criminals, himself
included.

The offer was accepted and an In-

vestigation started. As a result several
policemen were arrested and some in-

dicted.
Boyle was paroled In return for the

information he had furnished and
which Jerome easily corroborated. None
of the witnesses examined, however,
was as familiar with the situation as
Boyle. Upon the strength of his testi-
mony the District Attorney would have
to rely to procure the conviction of the
guilty policemen.

The day of the trial approached. One
night, six days before the trial, "Lefty"
Eoyle was found dying in the tenderloin
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