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they were painted raily at the bot-

tom of the ocea: \
The founde f the new hool of

subnr e i Call- [

fornia Zarh rd, who
llves at Pasa i, g Like many - !
seanor of go he endured t tr-r-|
ness of pan and ths sneera of |
thosa whao ¢ at nnything ‘-\?:l\:v|
in an Innowvy vd to |
buy his w hat he
hand opened # ful field
in art. It t who
first recognized his tnlent. Among his
pnirons Loday are Mre., Tussell Sage
and Miss Helen Gounld. |

The fInhen of Tahitl, in the South Sea |
Inlande, ware startled one day two Win-
tern AEO nt v+ who descended
through ir waters, carrying a stone
to make him slnk, and alighted on a
pink cornl piilar. The man produced &
sinb of plate giass, o pouch full of
erayons, a sheet of drawing paper, and
sletched swiftly. The diver's helmest
which he wore emitted a4 stream of
bubbles, while the sunlit mazes ahead
were outlined in color on ths paper.
After working for 15 or 20 minutea
the man paddied himself to the sur-

fros of the water

Mr, Pritchard workas in a way easy
to understand. He has devised an ex-
traordinary set of apparatus In order
to palnt pletures under the water. He
goes down In a diving sult furnished
with pear] diver's glasses. He uses an|

oase]l and palette made of giass In or-
der that they may romualn at the bot-
tom. French waterproof crayons and
pleces of cardboard rubbed with 411
complete his outrfit. Nothing more s

noeded except the courage 1o descend.
the ablliity to » ¢t what to sketch and
to sketch It quickiy. Nature and prao-
tice have given these to Mr. Pritchard,
who, was ¥ears in thinking
out ways and means.

But in the and he made s reality of
what was called an absurd dream and
devised hiz own tools for the task—
tovls whose use he knows so wall that
Be has long years the start of any fol-
loewaor,

Of course, Mr. Pritchard does not fin-
igh his paintings beneath the water,
He makes sketches In crayen for them
there. transcribing form. noting color,
dizsgraming f{ish, smudging In distances
delleately, feeling for the precise cuolor
harmony that can mever bes wholly
brought from the depihs, then ascends
to fix the scene enduringly. This he
does on leather. On leather slone, says
the artist, can he reprodues anything
llke the tone of ths sea world,

however,

lteproduacing Delicate Tints,

Hie has tried canvas, but there he
loses the delicale blur, which in" the
sen takes the place of atmosphers, ln-
stead of paintlog with oil, he uses pow-

Result of Queer Undertaking Is

Strangely Interesting and
Pictures of Submarine Scenes—

Creatures.

dered color chalks mixed with spirits

L

Ritractive

of Strange Deep Sea

-
| and resin in proportions found by long

experiment. That mixture, besides be-
ing durable, gives the wvell-like aspect
thut JMes over evervthing submarine.
Thus the pleture = & thing apart;
palnted with new colorm on a novel
material, of & huge, dim nearby world,
whers man s a siranger,

Mr. Pritchard s an Irlshman, with
the “Celtle madness” (mors commaon,
only, in that race than elsewhere)
which glves as much fire as 18 needed
to do great things, He was born In
India, and when he was 10 was sent to
school in Scotland. He spent his Sum-
mers with an aunt in Losslemouth, on
the northeast Scottish coast. The rough
sports he shared with his fellows led
him into water, They play 4 game there
—a gimp that demands stout lungs,
deop dlving, grit; in reality, it ls our
own boys’ game of tag adapted, &5 &
rnce of Vikings might adapt it, to use
in and under water.

Playing this game from day to day,
thers socon came the power to remaln
under water for many seconda and the
ability to observe quickly and with pre-
ciston. It was the wonderful tones in
blue snd green the bhodies of his swim-
ming playmates took on that first drew
the boy's attemtion to the besuties of
the submerged world. A littlé jater the
object that fascinated him was a group
of fir trees washed down from the
mountains In the great Springtime
freshots. Thess trees lay In desp water
and had become the center of & mass
of new vegetation, and here, again, the
dominant attraction that fascinated
him was color. The greens of the fira
were go modifled and biended with the
difused sunlight and the sunlight so
broken by the waving masses of grow-
ing weeds that a thousand and ene coi-
ors and new barmonles of tint were re.
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| vealed to the sensitive eye of the up- |
| tralned boy.

Day after day he made his l]ﬂlic&nl!{
to study his firs, and day after day in
sun and cloud. In storm or calm he
caught lls impres=ions, and the mar-
velous thing wans that never wers two
allke. It was this mutable beauty that
was 5o fascinating, snd through the en-
suing years It urged him, wherever he
was, by Inke or =ea, to taka oppor-
tunity to view tha depths for his own
pleasure and without any ldea of paint- 1
Ing them.,

Bernhardt Givea Him a Start.

In the meantime, asx an art studemt
tie had drifted to landscape work. and
as g matier of jnterest had besun scek-
ing & means for coloring leather, Then
he began to indieats on thiz medium
what ha remembered of the things he
had seen under water., First resulls
were g0 grotesque that peopls laughed
at him. When he took a number of his
paintings to London, the critles pro.
nounced them monsirous, and advised
the young artist to go home and paint

something that people liked to see,
“You paint for london as If you
thought it was Inhsabited by fishes™

cried Ellen Terry, as she looked
through the water at the bases of the
basalt pillars of the Glant's Causeway,
which riss from ths ocean &t ths en-
trance to the Irish Bea. In his dlsap-
pointment young Pritchard actuaily
thought of sulcide,

To take his thoughts off morbidity
the artist spent almost his last shilling
to gpoe Bernhardt, who was then playing
in Londen In “Salome.” Her acting was
perfect, he thought, but oms of her
gowns, a robe designed for a sea sor-
ceress, lacked something.  The young
man, poor sxoept in ldeas, who knew
the strange celors of the ses a8 porlaps
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| might, but her escort repulsed him.

Thie “Dners
ZHe

s Neok?”

no cne else did, Instantly resolved to
tell her what It needed, He tried to
speak to her as she left the theater that
He
waited for five hours in her hotel. She
finally sent him word to go to the the-
ater that evening.

Bernhardt, all but enclosed In thres
great pler glasses, swept her eyes up
and down the artist’s reflection as has
sntered hor dressing-room. Before he
had spoken 20 words her enthusiasm
equaled his, and In flve minutes she
had ordered Balome's jewely from  the
designa he mada on visiting cardsa, The
great woman saw that he knew the
sea, and she probably divined that he
was penniless. She gave him £20 as an
sdvance on the jewels which were to
lock llke the sesa

Bernhardt aleo lent him her ear when
ha told her how lie bhad made plcturea
of the world baneath the water. Her
imagination was kindlad and when she
saw the paintings she Immedistely
bought two of them.

But the man could not live always
on Berphardt's money, From the pres-
tige her order gave him he gradually
drifted Into genernl decorative work.
Ho painted on leather always, and
started the wave of leather paluting
which broke in Americs Into such aboin-
fnations of art. For yeara he kept

working away from the sea, In allies

lines. Then his health gave out. and
ke was banished from England.
About this time ha lessned from one
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THE OCEAN
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of Darwin's books that the most mat- | By

velous coral formations wers to be|
found In the watsrs of the South Sca |
Islands, and this led him to go to Ta-
hitl. Arriving there, he set about 10
devize some means by which he could
g©o beneath the water and actually draw
and color the wonders of the submarins
world.

The first problem was to provide n
suftables drawing board. He first tried
an ordinary drawing board welghted
down with coral, but found It imprae-
ticable. A sheet of zinc also proved to
te useless. It then occurred to him to
try glass. This suggestion come 28 &
result of his use of a contrivance em-
ployed by the pearl divers of the South
Seas, s small glass-bottomed box with
& place cut eut &t the top 50 that It can
be gripped by the teeth, thersby per-
mitting the swimmer fres use of his
arms. By means of this device there
is always a calm space under the glass
and It iz péssible for the ussr to view
In that way the deptha of the water In
which he is swimming.

At Wark Under Water,

Glass preved to be the ldeal drawing
board, ag it would neither float mnor
warp. nor was It troubled by any at-
mespheric changes whila out of the
watar. The used wms what Is
known as double elephant drawing pa-

per, soaked In cocomnut ofl to make It
waterpiosl, sid fastened 1o the glass

1eans of surgeon’s waterproof tape,
Equipped with this board and Raphaell
compressnd oll tubes the young artist
was ready to make his deacent into the
ocean.

Many times he went down uslng only
the gozglies of the pear! divers, which
are bits of cow horn cut and shaped to
ft the eyes. The goggles permit a
small space of alr between the water
and the cyes, thersby enabling one to
see perfoctly under water.

For sinking, himself and his ap-
paratus, Mr. Pritchard uxed s large
piece of coral, attached to his beit by
means of a hook. Having found, by
means of the glass-bottomed box, the
place he desired to sketch, he would
put on his diving glasses., fasten Him-
self to the lump of coral, and, after
taking & good breath, lower himself
over the side of his canoe, Reaching
the hottom, he would settis himsslf
upon the lump of coral, wliilch ha used
as a seat, and then hastlly sketth the
ecene ho had chosen, being abla to re-
muin under the watar from 230 to 45
seconds, according to the depth and
pressure of tha water. Whaen ready te
ascend, he would unfssten the lump
of coral and float to the surfiace. The
coral was then drawn up by means of
a rope for mnothar descent. Afterhav-
Ing made poveral descents In this

manner, he would complete ths aketch et him dowsn In thalr
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and fake sutficlent color notes to en-

able him to t his pleture in lils
stucio et his 1 s of o div-
ing suit In Ia ed him to

compiete his e descent.
Ha uaually desc
low® t1da, an tl
turbanos in the
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three ploturaes One 1 mintings
| showed a school of flsh, the large fins
of which cause tham to resemble bul-
tarflles om the 4 This painting
was T de in a “grove" on
the south t of Enpland, The other
works displny m beautiful forast of
polypr, amid wkt swim sevaral of
the chatadon, & 1 that makes Its
home ong polyg and coranls This

wna painted under the waters near Ta-
hitt

According to Mr. Pritchard, thoss who
have bhoen fascinnted by views of the
ocean’s hed galned by rowing adout In
a glrig-bottomed hoat at Cntalina havs
only a remote idea of the banuty and
grandaur of the undar water world.
Beneath the water &5 o world coms-
pletely different from that of the alr.
It Is a territory of quivering light and
shade, of a profusion of strange rcol-
ors, of plant forms of extrema dell=-
cacy and bheauty, of sea croatures gor=-
geous and mysterious to the eves

*“The coloring beneath the ocean 18

all In. the lowest Xeys” says Mr
Pritehard, “mergine from deop Indigo
and purpla into the ghter dellicate

ays and vellows,
the dim light as-

P

tints of pale greens
Rocks. snd cliffs in

gime an appearsnce of inconcaivable
size. TYou pear over the edge of &
submarine abyes, and from the purpis
depths dart strange monsters who

grow brighter as they near the uppsr
waler.
Strange Seenes Under Ocean.

“Many timas T have beon surprised
by what reemed to be rivars flowing
hetween the caral buttss, and would
fisten for the sound of watars which T
felt snre would be heard. Buat as T ap-
proached these rivers I foond that they
ware only clean mand washed down by
the action of the tides. In smome In-
stances. where the sand has been
washed near the tap of 4 plonacte, with
the diffused sunlight dpen {t, the ef-
{ect is that of a wonderful waterfall.

“*When helow, one is amazed to find
that the surface of the water has he-
come a mirror reflecting everything
below it and shutting out the whole
upper worldh The abrolute silence ia
thelliling.  On land wa see the founda-
tlons of every objeset, no matter how
larze or small its bulk, but when ona
fonks into the depths of the huge coral
tormatlens under water, they ssem to
be resting upon deep biue air. I have
mingled famillarly with the denlzens
of the dsep. Lobaters, sharks and
tunas have browsed at my feet and
chased ome another about my diver's
helmet. Theps cremtures arda ahao-
lutely withont fear of man, oven in &

diving dress, because they have Bever
srorid”




