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IV—IN THE LOUISIANA CANEBRAKES

hounds jumped a bear, probably a]a dozen

and weé als everys
yearling from the way It ran, for at| thing exc t

in the cane-brakes of Northern|burst of song. There were erowds of

I?\: October, 1907, I spent & rnr:night]:::g and calling and thelr occasional
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John M. Parker and John A. Mcllhenn Nerth: axa Iy sflent two-year-old will run almost Iike .
. it L & deer, keeping to the thick cane as In the ey we sat around the

Burgeon-General Rixey, of the Unlted The most
States Navy, and Dr. Alexa Lam- | gver, were
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anxlous to kill a bear In
braikes after tha shion of
Sautharn planters, 0 for ‘a century
past have follow bear with horses, |
hound d horn in Loulslana, Missig-
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kers, of which
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iter told tales
£ the sirang#
sts of the

long as it can and then bolting ac
through the bushea of the ordinary sucl
awamp land untll It can reach another) of his ad
canebrake. t

After a thres hours' run this particu-
lar animn} :nan'u.rd to get clear
without one of the hunters aver
it, and it ran uiitl] all the
tired out A day or two
ot the other members of the part
s small years E—that Is, & bhenr
would have besn twWo yoirs \»h.'
following Febroary, It was VOTy
weighing but pounds. The
chewed acor n lts
that it was already begir
mant.

ross  blazing
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of
which we .ﬁ.“ in the
most notable birds and
interested me were
:d woodpeckera, Of
1 of them In groves
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ith the black
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On the Track of Bruin.
We had seen the tradks of an old
she in the neighborhood, and the next
morning we started to hunt her out
I went with Clive Metcalf, We had
been joined overnight by Mr. In
Osborn and his son Tom, two Loulsl
planters, with =six or elght hounds—opr
rather bear dogs, for in these pocks
most of the anlmals are of mixed blood, l!‘,
and, a=s with all paucks that are used In
the genuine I:unting of the wildern s
pedigree counts T notl Agatom= | T
pared with stea.alness, co \d in-
telligence. There were ¢ l\v{; of the
new dogs that were really staunch benr 1
dogs, following n b
On reaching the cypress slough near r'r hundred yar
which the tracks of the old she had
been seen the day before, Clive Met-
calf and 1 seaparat v
and rode off at o

{ all urd-'m] us .}.
one of them
seVe 'nl

soll in all the |«

vinbod

111 goon ba the |
ter from nnr;-l[
le land will

ts and still
cries me

bora

n | |L‘I1[‘l‘ EOt
whetre wolves were &b
were almost sure (O

Are ovVer
be cultivated and dense peopled, All garthly, the long
sent the possibility of such flood is ches, and by
n terrible desterrent to settlement, for | noises,

when the Father of Waters b s his Camplong by the Bayou.
boundaries he turns ths country for At our first camp our tents were
a breadth of $0 miles into one broad | Pitched by the bayou. For four days the
river, the plantations throughout ril weather was hot, with steaming ralns;
this vast extent belng from [ive to after that it grew pool and clear, Huge
95 feet undar water. Cotton is the|Piting --1’3. bigzer than hees, attacked
a5 a nter. Jottor h 3

: e S iy ‘ nsect plagues, so
staple Industry, corn also belng grown, in thls country
3 lelds and warm wenther,
4 of BEUEAT CAne fn the first

dogs wers
it 0 coupie
he horsa-
Y \\.n‘u got dn om
t the Os-
und which
ring In the
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pace botween

The plantations dre t st part s * wolves
of ‘ﬂiﬂﬁ size and til t-y negro ten- The mornin reached camp o L ‘?f.FhE_ paxebl y SISAY A Mooty The \\-?u‘h-:«;.’r
3 S we wera Ji the or two's waly we heard, very fat putiiig Ll e, L 2. X
ants for.the white owners, hunter, a 1 with the notes of ona of the loudest-mout r,.—r;__v. ap and wounld
Condltions are still in some TesDECS | g pantle, blus eyes and a frame of hounds, and Instantly rode toward ity HMLE -
Hike those of the plonser days. Th s:-‘_-r_»] and v . until wa could make out the babel af Oon : o :f_' nhl‘:;

s or two afterward
wing becoms ofi-
n 'm ah. One
walked
prisomned dog,
wakened their sus-
ad not nead on

’ ng helfer
on Osborn's plans

the pack, Some hard galloplng brought
the point toward wl 1

thay were heading—for experienced
hunters can often tell e probn line
of bear's flight, and the spots at which
It will break cover.
But on this occasion the bear shied
off from leaving the thick cane and
doubled back; and soopn the hounda
out of hedring, wi

magniticent forest growth which cc
ers the land is of little value because
v Al feults \ = 1

t: t,h‘. d“nc‘l'ﬁ;‘ lin ietlmg__t:_ml‘ _L,r::.:..;]r: £l iso In loqunacity. The
tarket And theIanc {8 -JCtHALY - morning he joined us in camp, he had
more after the timber has been Ye-|.nme on fool through the thick wobds,
moved than before. In conspquence, | followed by his two dogs, and had
the larger trecs are often killed bY | nelther eaten nor drunk for 24 hours;
girdling, whare the work of felling|for he did not like to drink the swamp

srjualled Coopnr’s Deer-
raft, In hardlhood, in

or two wolve
around an

kim. Thay L
i short time

am would entail dlsproportionate cost | Water. Were once morg S o o | T i = F
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The Spectrnl Filelds. | coat, nut.mu. but the clothes he was horses kept their feet llke cats as i 2 = sy that

At dusk, with the sunset glimmering | wearing, and the ground was ioo wet leapad logs, plunged through busl Wiate AORE ‘a sufficlent number of

would tackle &
the packs,

and dodged In and out among the traef . o wers to
trunks; and we had all we could do 10| .o7¢ without
prevent the vineg from Ilifting us out however, wer

brillisant moon- | for him to lle down on; so he perched
in A crooked tree In the beating raln,
much oa If he had been a wild turkey.

in the west, or In tb
light when the moon lg full, tho cotton

flelds have a strunge, spectral look, | o 3 th 5 . - SAEDORAS. =50
But he was not in the least tired when o~ - of the saddle, whila ths thorns tore our| sy
ine iale 1 = - @ - - = 1 ! LA Lten g o
with the dend trecs raising aloft thelr | he struek camp: and, thovugh he slept S _\“:"'\ -~ M\'\\u ', = 4 D hands and faces. Hlither and thither . T -n-ll‘i w o\(‘-fu dpnli:
naked branches e cotton flelds|an hour after breakfast, It was chlefly . - AN Caan™ . = we went, now at a trot. now &t a rumn, na other breod.

LISTENING FOR THE PACK.

puse he had nothing else to do, In-
uch as It wns Sunday, on which day they ca
he nmever hunted or labored, by ’Lh"__ :

wiis the carcass
1ck, which had
When first
the carcass

themsalves, when the bolls burst open,
sSeem Almost as If whitenad by snow;
and the red and whits flowers, Inter-
sperséd among the burst-open pods
make the whole fleld beautiful. The
rambling one-story surroundsd | @ buck, was far more enduring, and
by outbulldings, have turesque- | Quilte a8 indifferant to weather, though

now stopping to lsten f¢ e pack. Oc-
fini them In shallow pools left| we actually neaded for use In camp. i!m a BfAn on fool. On golng through |casiopally we could hear the hounds,

: ; cading waters. As soon illled one myself by a good shot, in as if we must be in the |&nd then off we would go racing
) A Veteran Nimrod. the ITl.ﬂ‘.I, is on the ground y which, however, I fear that the elsment ence; the stillnesa, the|through the forest toward the
e could run through the woods llke :;'}dmhl- 1-’1‘);1_11_11.. Ia'x:lg"\:vlh-;‘n ’Lm .)l"l‘ol of luck played a considerable part. We - scurlty L.L_l! m-?bi:l:lng: :nu.\rd which wa A
n [.ilfi_l.\'ll..-{.l: -,1 [} ;:l‘ l;li.- ea llUlI.-l had started s ukual by sunrlsi to I--- n tF.!’_\;‘l nd B lu_ i heading, IT‘lml I
= i< 3¢ E ape are eale Ris0, v nen | Bat st 1 - . - bafore & bll e d 158 £5 O cioge-grd =lof a cansbrake on the other I pan
. A U + ) vears old He had e e Rt b upon returning to camp before supset. e 5 ] . : : 23t
neas all thelr own; th : e Kl Al :n“\:;]\; .AT:‘:.;_I t o pi]m‘:_ begun ;.n._\ to Far kil howr or: bwo e threadad de & l“ailfwr r‘.ulul. stal k‘kid & 3 which we could hear, not only the pat _One of the
token the lavish, whole- gon- haif ‘entury of his 1ife, and on| ots 2 l:‘n.; ! TI] ¥ pus 0:‘ fat % no|way first mlong indistinct trafls, and | Iach of the huiﬂ' rs prided himself|pys the yelllng and cheering of Hartley us Jacksor
erous hosplifality of the plunters who ¢ he was as sure as hls own .=e§ o] animal does, and by the end | ypan’ on an old disused rond, the hardy | 98 his skill with the utn; w hich. was | metenlf snd Tom Oshorn and one or| worthy man. told me ths
Awrell thavas t 5. $ of December a full-grown bear may wopds-horses keeping on & running| an essentinl adjunct of the hunt, used|;w, of the negro hunters, ajl of whom | sesn cou L
awe -‘_”"-“- ) victlons on  wlld| weigh at least twice ax much as it walk wi"i:‘:_r much- regard to ditficul- | Poth to summ and control the hounds | worn trylng to keep the dogs up to| pected Once
Beyond the and of cultivation towers atures were sing IILru ‘lose and ac- | does In August, the difference being e i he o =2 E smong the hunters e Wi
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g e ; " ! riy = y _ : of the ground. The disused ros . thelr weork in the thick cane cat race up & tree, and, 1
the great foreat, Wherever the water “. r.:.r!{f—n'“lr::- r}‘f'llrltu‘l‘:‘l';llr"\h r'lﬂdl}dfﬂ(’.'r I]-lﬁlhf_hll us{)i"l-“l&p Ve \“r-}-l rd{rp'“"l 2 11ay right aeross a great canebrake, and he tones of many of the Aguin we rode ahead, and now In a|ll SaW a panther rears od up alr the
& bear, 1 ean hog. [N e-he w in Au- R B WETr 1 sl 8 TS : g == 4 < A The er Tooked ar ¢
1 2 1a-bears wh n oAus e 5 were full and musical, and it'was |, 5 L. were rewarded by hemrd |t ced around at

stands in pools and by the edges of
the lakes and bayous the glant cypress
looms aloft, rivalled In slze by somo of
the red gums and white oaka. 1In stat-| 1p sleep wh

some of the tyswent around |
the cane with the dl\.:‘c-. the rest of

3 rward
strung out along the rond so as to got B 8 d and forward,
a shot at any bear thot might come|3CT0ss the great stretches of lonely

I was following Harlay Met. | SWAmp and forest.

.-\n.l then retired In

wed by H.h-»" with one or two dogs; | gust welgh threo hundred nds and |
n the trall of his|upward will, toward the
5 at a time, l¥ing downy{ cember, weigh six hundred pounds, and

r nlght overtook him,|esven more in exceptional o

|the leading dogs come to bay in
thickest of the cover. Having ralloped
n=s near to tl spot as we could wao
threw ourseives off the 3 8 and

. nt off to get some hounds
an ‘| “lu[ he returned, two hours after.

ure, In towering majesty, they are un-| and he had killed over 130 bears Bears vary greatly in thelr I' bhit= in : sl
2 = - - gy ahe: Johr 'anny and D " ¥ - = LR e | Wird, the bobeat was stiil up the tres,
surpassed by any trees of our Eastern Late In the ing of same day | different locallties, In additlon to the "-1‘“1“1“- .-“‘f'“b'-;“-:;" fl-":-rs‘-‘i- e ?"I""“-‘_ '-!"-’t in “"‘_ _0“"“ __|plunsed into the cane, trying to cmuse 5 EaAe a4 that hs ald
forests: lordlier : of the green-|We were jolneg * two gentlemen to|individual varintion among those of the ) e UP ‘ ('1‘ .ﬂ; 3 flfed':ql- e A few dxys convinced us:that it Wae|as little dista ce as possible. but of ome down. Thoe hounds
whom we =5 of our|same nelghborhood. Around Avery Is ien we heand the far-oif disiance |, waste of time to stay longer where | course utterly unable to avold ma II'-ﬁ a Yo telow ¢ cougar. On

LwWo the younger hounds, evidently ta.
on the trail of an deer.

Almost 'mmﬂrllatt_-l\ ufl-_ rward &

. the suct
leaved world are not to be found un- : . -
til we reach the mequolas and red- o ” U-hl Mei- | Jand, Jokin Mollhenny‘s pla

h the uolas 1 - h in | bears only appear from Juna
woods of the Slerras Among them | the roug “’4[)‘|Emg-? . T a they never kill

wa were, Accordingly, early one marn- | Some no Befora we wers wit
h i o 14 tell by

Ln., we hunters started for 4 new camp|8unshot, however, we could tell by

5 * 20 miles to the southward, on sounds that the bear had opece .1;:

& tramen-
y nfterward
ng with n

on he he
and Immedia

nt:
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3 any oy tress—huckleberry, | 4 ‘ = s Shibct o hand | started, m king what is eallsd o *
grow many other trees—huckloberry, | en, on corn and then on su crasn " 2 3 el | star niibg o it. "The
thorn, honey locust, tupelo, pecin and | ¥ n QuAT- dolng immense damsge in and 1nd us made ma turn around. Bear Lake. We took the hounds With|ng pay” Cllve Metcalf, a fln. Bt T
250 In tha =yprass sloughs the s:u-l ted bear quite s much as hogs would do.|and I saw a desr running scrosa the | us and r.‘-\u.l‘!l I ('iLr'r_J_l.-lJ what he chose | hear-hunter, was speedily able to | whoulders He wan
e L CYPR O = AT ind, ¥l 1en we wers on the Tensas we | few foot of open space; and as I leaped | or could in his saddlo-pockets, while| jarmine what tt bear's probi ,| le ;rn'-\:i. bt

slicker was on rorse’s back be- | pourse would be, and we stole thro

hind claws
Other wa toolk abso-|the cane untll we enme to & spot near

red to 111
3 appoared
deer, He shot It
off, apparently

brought | visited a family of settlers who lived|from my horse it disappeared In the
'..r hounds, | right In the midst of the forest 10|cane. I am a rather dellberate shot,
roughly | miles from any nelghbors; and although | 2nd under any circumsatances a rifla is| lutely nothing in the way eof supplies| which he thought e quarry would
_ bears were plentiful around them they | DOt the best weapon for snap-shooting, | and the groes with the tenis and pass. Then we croched down, 1 with
immediate | never molested their cornfields—in|Wwhile there is no kind of shooting|camp equipage were thres days before my rifla at the read)
Holt Collier, | w h the coons, however, did great|moere difficult than on runnilng game overtook us, Nor did we have long to walt
rkable a char- | damage, in a canebrake. Luck faveored me in On-our way down we were jolned|ine through the thick-gro
‘He was o man of A Dangerous Fighter. this Instance, howaver, for thera was a peker and Dr, Miller, with | 1 suddenly made out the dim .
read nor w A big bear is cunning, and is & dan-|SPot o little ahead of where the des t hounds, These were | of the bear coming straight toward us;

. entered in which the cane was thinnar, i they ran down and | pnd noiselessly 1 cocked and

Inr knees of the trees stand two or \Ul__r_ bk aters of tha
hree faot above the black ooze, Pul-|witn them !h-n‘ P
mettos grow thlokly In places, |

The cane-brakes streteh aleng the
slight rises of ground, often extending
for miles, forming one of the most
striking and Interesting features of the
country. They cho } ither growth, |
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ama that they

thas feathery, grac canes standing of an arous flehter to tha dc t iz -

an, sler . each bhut o few centurs ﬁ_ {]:r(-f\::trr-trflilh1 :::“ d”!w‘u;.v.‘i':.r”d : ®y and T kept my rifle on its indistinct | kllled on the ground .slﬂﬁi‘!ll -siged bob- | raised my rifle, waltlng for a ol and record

inches from ? and spring- s ® I B R et F e el =y adowy outline untll it reached Ll:lu|l. —a wildeat as It Is ealled In the| phange. Tn o fow seconds It cas killing.
v 4 - 2 x llng over 3000 bears | these black bears, even when wounded |, pot: It then ran gquartering awasy from | 8 It was n mals and welghed | hear turned almost broadside ph of &

Ing to n helght of 15 or %0 feest i 2 h he had
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sefzedd hi

|
1
|
J Mr, Hormi

pounds. It had just kKilled and|upa walked forward very stiff-legg
eaten A largae rabbit. The stomachs| gimest as If on tiptoe, now amd the
of the deer we killad, by the way, con- looking back at the n
tained necorns and leaves, ware two in numbe

slave on the Hinds | and st bay, are dangerous to men, In | me, which made my shot much easier,
. an old man/|Epite of thelr rmlidable strength, |although I could only eatch its general

'\ll\lllu en the | Each of the hun with whom I was|outlihe through the dane,

{ % seneral | camped had been cf 1 by ona or two | But the 45-70 which I was using is

1 the |among the scores of hundreds of bears |a powerful gun ana@ snools Our mew camp was beautifuly situ-| geap.voleed hound, in 1
New | he had s‘\a_ln, but mo one of them had|through cane or bushes: and as soon as | ated on the bold, steep bank of Bear Queen, a shrill-tongued brindled ‘biteh.

evar been injured, aithough they knew |I pulled trigger the deer, with a bleat, | Lake—a tranquil streteh of water part| . jittle behind. Once or twice the bear

of the neck
5 a Ti i 3 1 clnws at all
—How 5 ¢ : « } » one had killed &
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horseback. Even op foot
difficult walking unless freo
made of the heavy bushknife. It
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" as he
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poss gseo through th : 1 I r s old Holt had be other men who had heen injured. Their | turned & tremendous somersault and|of an old river bed, a coupls of hun- paused as she looked baeck at them,
than 0 s, and often for rea behind his you immunity wns due to thelr own skill | was desd when we Teached It I was|dred yards hroad, with a Wi.rd'hg evidently hoping that they would comsa
half stance. Bears make f thnt day, on a bear | and cooln for when the dogs were |not a little pleased that bullet | length of =everal miles. Glant o¥press | .. near that by a sudden race shs could

Is first bear, In|&round the hrd' the hunter Invariably | should have sped so true when 1 was|egrew at the edge of the water, the sin- Rk one o Theki THIE thew Wersitod | B
¢ had not only followed | riin clofe in mo as to kill the bear at| making my first shot in company with ar cypress knees rlsing in every di- | wary |
bat as lix body ser-|once and save the pack. Each of the |my hard-riding, atralght-shooting .L‘Lt on round about, while at the bot- - Shooting the Bear
under him as| Metcalfs had on one occasion killed a|planter friends. toms of the trunks themselves ware 5 1 : 1
the Unlon sol- t¢ bear with a knlfe, when the But no bears were 1o be found. We | often cavernouvs hollows opening be- "\_“ of thia took but m f';'r' SOT TN
nds had seized it and the men dared | walted long hours on likely stands, We jneath the surface of the water, some | 80d as 1 saw the benr quite distlr
not fire for fear of shootlng one of | rode nrl\l'.nu the canebrakes through |of them serving as dens for alligators. | some 20 yards off, 1 fired for behind
Y ¥ ¥y jungie or threaded our way | There was a waning moon, eo that thp | the should Althoush 1
sm on tralls cut by the heavy | nights were s beautiful as the daya. her outlir yet the cane was =o th
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trun irse | abounded, but we could find no bears;|cut the canebrakes were impenetra- |sign, but not much of It and only one| N bear liself. But I knew my bul-|., mountain sheep In
thorny u land of the desr wa killed only what i ble to a horse and were difficult enough or two fresh tracks, One day the let would go true; and sure enough, at| sach The ormi-
In the the crack of the rifle the bexr ll'|l1r||l;'[t<_1 tion to ba=
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the car=
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