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ardoous tas ute's
Hitle
of &
saan

tic trou-
1d WGeSs In an oour
tha ordinar ctory or workshop In &
week. And ecmuses man ls stretch-
inga few po s with nature In causing
domsagstic chickers to prodoce wild birds
and causing wild birds to reared
under the direction of man

Oregon i= on
& gims farm |s
af a very few stiles
arn doing any rea) good In bui
the supply birde, This s
atiributed not only to the proper man-
agement of the farm, but to the climatic
and other conditions in the state
well The Oregon farm s rapldly
spresding oot into one of the most Im-
portant public natitutiona in the state.
Aithough it has been pract!
ration bot a year lis good resull
been feit (0 & very lnrs-r extent.
it caz be attributed the appearancs In
many parts of state of Chinese
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calture or
from which
though the
to hunters
phéa=ants and

serious obstacles to thelr
where thers are no birds
growth can come, éven
locality should be closed
A large colony of
| quail Iz kept at the farm to produce
| *gws. These birds for the most part
Lhuve been ralsed In captvity, and are
warly as domesticated 3s the ordinary

chicken.
! they get plenty of nir and anjoy
of their native llbertles ika
| possible, Six hens 2nd one cock are
kept in each pen. Thelr part of the
general farm project 1s to provide eggs
As rfast as they lay, the ¢gss are taken
up and placed In nests where they are
placed under Bantam hens. whose daty
| it 18 to do the hatching. The hena
are specially selestsd for this work,
The bantum s used (o a greatl extent,
| mlthough a cross between a bantam and

cian

| as many

& Rhode Isiand Red has been found
to be the most satisfare owing to
the fact that this varleiy '3 a trifle
| targer than the bantam, and not so

Rhode Island.

are hatchod the
upder the super-
n over to an-
1« plan is 1o

large as the

An soon As Lthe egEEs
young chicks are left
vislon of the hen or g
othar hen for rearing, 1

have one hen take chirge of two
broods. They are placed out in the
fleld In coops s0 arranged that the

hen cannot gat out, but

the chicks can

They are kept In pens, where

.
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Culture of Wild Birds Taken Up on Wide Scale and Hundreds of Hens
Are Kept Busy Building Up the Pheasant Supply—Birds Provide
Coming Medium of Fight on Pesis.
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when he does It Is niways in onn that
Tt is the same in confinemeant.

i= open.

While they msay sSiny in the shoedded

‘i'-‘tf'l af thelr pen during the day time

they alwarse select a place in the open
They seem Lo hé

beforsa going 1o roost.

{ fn .:.,’r« ent 10 snow and raln and wfter

| worse for

in the raln -appear mnoné the
the drunching. They com-
moniy roost on the ground with feath-
ers drawn down tight to tla body.

The young pheasunts #11 have tha
sime plumage until about two munthe
ald. It is of a grayish hrown. When a
month old the feathers on the back nr
the peek near the body on Homo of t
) mg birds will ahow slightly I!gh‘..-

a night

color with & salmon-colored casL
These nre the hens, the correspond-
|ing feather on the cocks remaining

the oolor of Lthe rest
When two months old,
bogin t0 AD-

darker and near
of tha plumagé.

aplotehez of che ut red .
pear on the breasts of the oocks The
hens undergo fall changes (n plumage

andg while of & goneral fawn color somd
of the tints shown on her neck are
vary . beautifni.

it h beon said by good authoritiey
that Oregon has & greater number of
China pheasants than thp entire Chiness
republic, which |2 the native country of
. This stutement wos mitde sev-

go by Judge Denny who
introduced e pheasant in Oregon, and
Lhas been often T ated =ince by au-
thorities of no less note, The great

number In the state can be realigzed in
1hr report that a few yoars ago bafore

he semson for pheasant shooting was
u':nn-d 20,000 of the birds wera killod
in a sepson In one county &nd 1300

dozen were ahipped to the market in
Callfornis. The farmers are co-operat-
Ing in the game farm project to tie
fullest axtont. To them the movement
is one of the most lmportant ever mads
Ly the state officials. To stock tha
country with game birds such as are
belng roals means the intreduction of
s new and Important ally in the fight
against Insccts and weed pests, Ore-

pheasants and “Bobwhite™ quail where | forage at pleasure. t is
these birds wers unknown a year ago.| of the game that the Zon farmers pay an annual tribute of
Ths farm Is sltonted five miles north | tYoubles begin. The old mother hen ssveral milllon dollars to these pesis.
of Corvallis on 30 acrea of ground m_'anr.o:_und:-im-:tm;j ‘Zﬁrt e L‘,“l"'ikj ?.'T" The logs throughout the Unlted States
owned by Gene Simpson and leased by| g W‘nﬁt et Rl iy e D ’f‘"“ fs reporied by the Federal Government
the state, The equipment, which :El! Ja::; to do ;.::;;;‘lithu.tnr‘m:‘t;?e .!IL‘EI:::E AW WD O e te
owned by the state, conslets of varlous | mean for har As the Hitle ;1?'.1--11-‘.1:1(-! E&W’f l-”-I."'l)r’r"m‘” 1:.-; o H‘:th Phdpn:::::
1 e stale, cons 4 ar 1 for sl L L] 1 i L v i Uve e
forms of modern pens, coops and n.-n-'!-':_r quall chieks run wildiy sround, the ﬂg Eém"fkm :f':!ﬂr"“-lr];”" l\; I,::}lh]:j]’fﬂy’ r.?:e AR TE
ways:, 400 China pheasant hens and| 0ld hen fusses &nd “"'I'_TJ""‘ and ‘ul',""k" g%.\lr:ls the “bob white.” )
£ e AP neny | Bnd cackles, but it Is all In vain. They v = . " this
cpcks, 100 Reeves pheasants, several| g qqq forage in n larger aroa until Caretul studies of the dlat 6% <5
hundreds “Bobv quail and some| finally it is r:“_h_‘ ‘u';‘,.q;.,:r “‘;m i huve been made and figures  adod
ANy il I 2 0 o B ; It has been shown that & lay-
Sitver, Golde Amhersts and Eliot| in u.-m prepare th for shipment to plains of China. An Ingenlous work ing “bobwhite quall hen will eat 1400
phe prood birds, together w':x!:'; the “planting grounds." is that of koeping up the stock and | A8 NS, Slpion ta s bk sup-
severa] hundred bantim hens and other | The planting tuk,.ﬁ place only on safeguarding agilnst the production of Ny 15 wead ssed. Following are soms
kind Thle ’ L v . | ERmIe Feserves or refuges whera the Inferfor birds In the general process of o b, Bl ; r an
tinds of chickena Tha purpose of the| bi i 4 3 S e Lt of the dietdries compiled by sclentists
g i B . : L | rds are assured absolute protection 4 ﬁ e & .ﬂJ"‘t tampering with natore. x Ao arbrsd he birds: 5000 B~
farm s to produce pheasant and qu fromn hunters. Thepe 2 created. on i?d? EcRSR2 J Oregon hns no greater advertizement who have watched the rds: & aph
for distribution throughout the stute| private farms and ranches where the fﬂ.‘--;"?'af than the Chinese pheagant. This siate lds a day lm*ulr'“; other food, 37 grasa-
to Bulld up the army of pest combatunts | owners are willlng to co-operate with bus galned the reputation of being 'H':Plrt'!"- and 24 !w-d“ of pigeon JI(I'I'
and to perpetuate feld sport for hunt- | the state officials to the extant of turn- . practically the only state where this [P ? "_'fiwf"“ ;:d- ‘L:.Tumlml' Wand“::sﬁ?.
perts st el . ing over the land for a reserve for a|develops,” he sald, “the allles agalnst class of bird thrives. Efforts hava ;Ih E‘rl'ﬂl‘“:mlc‘si.sn).'oh-q A ‘?;i".t‘lmt 4
2 T e tha fiest of (e | Period of years. When- the birds are |the game bird is Ineressed. The clenr- bteen made to produce the game bird | SiUm-Aized "‘k ‘ld“:ti"k Y60 ImEentE
During the last year the first of the| vniunted™ on the farm the state game|ing of forests, the spreading of civiliza- in other states, but without success. |8 seven-weeks-old CRLICK, ¢ s
young pheasants and qumil have been| warden then posts n-ltlt'wl on the|tion, the building of fences, the drain- The Willamette Valley seems to be par- [ 300 of them grasshoppers, by & i“”?.‘
“piaated” by the officlals of the gume| grounds to the effec that perzons |ing of swamps and the general develop- ticularly adapted to thelr demands, &§ hen in h:‘_’ shout a:" ORROMDE "!’N e
farm. The report for the year will| canght hunting or mc-tms:lm: game |ment of the state make it more diffi- it 1s here that the greatest succcss has :“D “r"‘ =r"‘~- Insects, 1000 of them graas-
80 tnese pheasants, | Pirds in sny manner within the reser-|cult year by year for the to been oxperienced in the raising of the | HOPpers
:::w n:rln:tls "fl.-.l i’.‘I: li “-..,11 h::l::wr vation will he subject to arrest and|survive. The slege of vermin is about birds. 1||t‘rr.~g:lux tests h'nw_n been maode to
= sty JE Lo e | prosecution. The pepaity is n fine of |as much as the game can stand and The raleing of game blrds I8 not dif- | determine how many woed seeds of a
of silver and golden pheasanis and | trom $5 to §100 &nd imprisonment from | the sddition of destructive elcments by ficult, necording té W. L. Finlsy, State | single kind one of the birds will eat
many “Bobwhite” quai! have been|one to alx months, or both. The state |man makss game survival Impossible, | Fish and Game Commissipner, He de-|!R 8 day. - Some of the tests showed
planted in eounties where these birds|bas & large supply of game reserves “Buot for the vermin and other de-| clares that the culture offers great op- | the following: _B'”:ﬁ""lk‘ 600 seeds;
bave either heen unknown or very lim- | Which are avallable for tho games birds|stroyers of gamo birds, one pair of| portunitles to farmers which wery few | curled '“";5:- _“-5-' "“_'5“‘;‘-,“.1)_""'-" ":‘_'_1}-
Itea in nuwmbor up to the present yoar produced from now on. In addition to|them would result in the accumulation have as yot taken acvantage of. He | mustard, 2500; pl"’"“'!" _1“"‘ 'i”f‘“"“'
S S T up 0 ihe Present YOAL | ,oivate farms, the simte has avranged |of milllons of birds in & fow years declares the state game form has ealls | 15,000; heggar ticks 1400; rabbit’s foot
Among these counties are Umatilla| ror regerves on all land surrounding |Take a palr of bobwhits quall for ex- for thousands of pheasants, which can-|clover. 30.000; smartweed U: even-
Unlon, Wallowa, Jesephine, Jacksom | state 1ns:|[u“-;n_|g_ The largest of these jamplee Omne palr would lay 12 eggs not be supplied because of the fact|ing primrose, 10,000; lanib's guarters,
lamath and Harney. In some of these|!s on the grounds at the siate experi-|and hateh out possibly 12 birds. Thalis asald, will kil on an average of B0|When particularly good chicka are se-| that none of the state-grown birds are | 15,000
the phessant has been unknown hers- | Inent station in Eastern Oregon femalés of these 12 the next season|birds & year. Every farmer has at|cured they are "pinioned” for use at|soid either for market purposes or for| The "bobwhite™ Is known to ent 136
08 Enar tu o the AESpnly Bas Governoer West, in making the ex-|would bring aboat 12 more cggEs ...»1d.1|na_u. oné cat which means that mil-|the farm in producing eggs. The pin-| “planting” clther outside or Inside the different kinds of Insects, many of
e he yntiraly s change of state lands with the Federal|12? birds cach. The next year the fe-|llons of birds are destroyed by catsiioning process consista of clipping the | state He mays the work of raising|them the most Injurlous the farmers
elthar en en Government, recently, got all the land|males of this numbér would produce|esch year, Cuts in the elty do net do | wing at the top joint so us to prevent|Chinas is not much harder than rals- | have to denl with. Among them are the
ously depleted. No Chinese pheasants | nosstble in a unit near the Coast with|and so on untll within 10 years there|so much herm because the game birda|the birds from flylng In later life.| ing chickens, yet the market price of | potato beetle, cul worms, oucumber
were piantad in the Willumette Valley | the idea of creaiing a game refuge. | would be an Increase of milllons of|confine themselves to the country|The pinioning is niways done when the | the pheasunts Is many timen greatsr | beetles, army worms, wirea worms,
becanse of the abunda of tha birds|This will be not only for game birds|birds But the game birds have 80 dlstriets. ehick Is three days old Inasmuch as| than the price the farmer can get for | clinch bugs, alfalfa lenf weevil, all of
st present and the conseguent chanc but for deer and elk ss well many ensmies that only a minute, The game farm officials are con-|the operation st that time does mnot | chickens. which will not be touched by most
for the bullding up of the number by W. Finley, state game warden,|fraction of the oggs nid result in ru.llhnu»u.--u out by the busy bantam hens. | hurt. In captivity a single China pheasant| birdse The calculations of sclontists
. *|who s considered an authority on|grown game birds' tinually busy getting new blood for Fresh varletles of quall are broughl | hen has been known to lay 104 eggs In|are that & “bobwhite™ hen will eat un
the birds themselves birds, having written several books on One of the worst enemies in settled | the firm. Scouts are out In the laving| in from many parts of the East, while | one season extending from April 1 to| average of 75,000 Insect= and 5,000,-
The game warkshop s pls ¢ subject, declares that the reserve|districts !s the houwe cat, which, bypaﬂ\mn gathering the ezgs of “hob- the phessant stock s built up from |September 1, but 60 eggs perhaps {s| 000 weed seeds In s year, & total of
for the bullding up of the i systerm i the only practionl means of | hin tnctics, has won the hatred of the | white™ and of varlous kinds of quail,| ezgs from different sections of Qregon |the average. In the wild state the|aboat 73§ pounds of insects and 19
in parts of the state where there are|protecting the game, *“As the state gam- bird fanclers. One house cat, It | which are taken to tha farm and | and Washington and from the northern | pheasant seldom roosts in a tree and pounds of weed seed.

THE VISION OF GOLD, A TALE OF ADVENTURE IN OLD MEXICO

e . L L

The Unending Quest of Precious Yellow Metal Leads Wanderers Into Series of Strange Mishaps and Experiences Among the Desolate, Barren Mexican Hills.

ROM out a swirling cloud of sand
l a man emerged, movin slowly,
palnt i before him
splkes of
his

and «

B burro bhed y laden
the Epanish
clothing,
ecied broken
hiced prick
Bhurt of the brui

il

bayone had rent

and his brolsed feet were il

sho but he did
14

prot by

not the tha thorns nor
Ehie

Three after him. Two of
them were leading pack-animais, and
the thind, & Mexloan, staggering ns he
walked, bore upon his shoulders the
load of the locoed animal they had
ghot back at the lagt water hole

The trackiess stretched
to the rolling hills, exXpans
unbroken save b

men came

waste

Its level

cacti—th

Rilant

poniinels of Lhe wrt standing eler-
naily on guard a the bleaching
bones of hapless victimw

It 'was hot—hot! The sun, a round,
unwinking, maligpant eye
from W CODPEr-ce aky. The
that cama2 In puffs, ‘leapihg.
leveling. whirli alikall
Bither and thither, llke & biast
from & nace,

I the scant shade n[ the sagebrush
nnd Spuniah ba 1 réa paniod,
und the horned toad sot t shelter in
vain The gusts Increased In violonce
and blnding sand-shcwers filled the
BAS

“sMfebbe the Professor whar

ha's goin'.” sald the tall
of the procession. volce
tv mukes himself does,

why'd he hire us to find his #old mine

fer him, ch, Willams?

Willlams fell K 4 pace

“Fer tha pleasure o" our saasiety,
Watkins. What <lse? He grinned
through eracked lips

“Wal. this day's my last. ¥'ve had
enough o {t. We shouldn't "a" left the
water hole. Thar's & storm comlin’ up,
an—"

An If In mockery of his worde s

aighty gust of wind neariy sawepl the
foir men off their foet, Simaltaneous-

iy, & writhipg coldmn appearesd to the
jeft, and In & moment they wére en-

veloped in o stnging cloud of $and

Py o .

that stifled the breath and made You say it's a few hours’ journey now,
spesch Impossible, | Professer? All right. If you don't
"ith one accord they dropped to |show up by tomorrow night, I'il hit the
the pround, and lay with heads cov- |Bigh places busk to the rallroad.”
ered until the force of the storm was With the suddenness characteristic
spent. The Frofegsor was first upon ::m.t;:';. L:.I[I‘zln:\'glﬂ:L‘{llf?osi::;ﬂl:;;l:ieiﬂﬂr;
nis feet He bent over and touched |, 1. py the murky atmosphere could
each man in turn on the shoulder the wanderers have tald that the evil
Watking lfting his head, uttersd a|genli of the wildarness had passsd that
startled exclamation. Out of the 'ﬂ?.\' I‘Nm‘mlz’ n:sht h;ll. and, gath-
3 f w |ering round the fire o reass-root
whirl cloud of d“'mwh"_had “m?‘: n-h{fh the _\qulc‘lnrbullt l!l;my tnlkad
Al = face, & face that menacad| .~ 0 silent, by turns. The Fro-
i He shuddered lnvoluntarily, sBd | resanr sat alone, e was his eustom.
then laughed at himssif for s fancl- He wnse of the Tribe of the Wander-
tul fool, =s with the passing of the|ing Foot. this man whase Inflrmity
plinding gust, ths Professor siood re-|banned nim from the companionship af

Flend hims=ell”
as he rose slowly. *“No won-
the yaller Hght, an' with all
my eye, you sure looked

somethin® flerce.™

The Professor took no notice of the
remark.

‘Come!™
| on,"”

“Oh, senor,"” tha
| “hasta manans! We

“I ain't goln' a step
| kins doggedly Insisted,
| coyote that'd plck my

ped yet. It's me fer the back

k. We can make the rauliroad in
i'”“ days, an’ bhe In Californla In &
| week,. Wish I'd never left it to come
| o this here Tool trip™

A strange light fllekeresd in ths Pro-
fessor's eyes His jsan fingers curved
inward, lke the claws of a bird of
prey. He shot one glance at Watkins
—& glance that was at once {hreaten-
Ing and dellant—and then turpned to
Williames,

“You will n-not desert m-m-me,
Williams? It s only for a f-f-faw

said,

be
der! In

this sand In

he insisted “"We must g-g0
mozo Implored,
would rest™
farther,” Wat-
“The Arisony
bones ain't

men, He went up and down the land
secking, and ever peeking, that which
to him was lite itself. In the dust that
had been tracked by those a century
dead, he sought It. His campfires
biinked beside many a domsly trail and
in solitudes unvisited &y human kind.

“I reckon he’s plumb foollsh,™ sald
Watkins [n a low tone, with a glance
@t the Jeader, who, with a dripping
candle-end In his fingers, was poring
over a iattered parchment.

“You've got another guess comlin'”
rotorted Williams. “Beln’ tongue-tied
don't Xkeep his brain from workin'
proper, does §tT"

“It ain't that. It's thiz hull blamed
buriness o' huntin® fer & gold mine
whar nobody ever heard tsll o' thar
bein’ gald™

“He dldnt jet on "twas & gold mine.
He 'lowed he was after treasure”

“He's after blood, all right!” Wat-
kins snaried. “IMd you see the look
he gave me a while back? It meant
murder, er I'm a greaser!"”

“Ho!" Willlams hooted derisively.
“What an onhealthy [magination ¥you
must have, Watkins! The Professor?
Why, the Professor woulda't hurt =
fiy! I went with hlm onct, when he
was follerin’ up these here cliffdwellln'
people, an’ he was llke & ifamb fer
peacenblliity the hull time. They do
tell, Watkins, that thar was folks &

hours now—a few h-hours!”

“I"11 stand by you. Professor.”™
| ‘And y-you, Pedro?™
| *Si. semor

“I'Il tell yon what Tl do,” Waltkins
smended, ashamed to find himself the
one deserter from the ranks. “We'll
ramp over thar fer the night, an’ in
the mgrnln” — wal I'll agres to hold
the fart here fer 34 hours. Take the
camp oulfit. wilh ¥ou er not, jes” as
you lke; but you'd betier march light

»

| iivin' nn citles bullt here In Ameriky
afor Columbuy diskiversd 0"

“They do tell that the moon‘is made
o green cheese!” Watkins mocked.
“What's he sayin'?

Tha Professor iesned over and thrust
the parchment into Wiljlams' hand.

"You s-see"—he traced the lines with
a trembling fAnger—=~the toute 1'Hes
there, and there, and t-t-t-there. Yon
will not [-fail me, end In

And again Williams
word.

of u prophet
dreamily, “but 1 had a vision.
on.the night after the
came intp my possession."

men.

ravine,

cut in the solld rock, and
wW-w-were
n-naked,
gether, g-g-golag
down the s-steps.
ended at t-the top,

roughly edrved In the

bleeding slaves,
up ; and

a c-cavern.

whips, It s-scemed to
glaves were c-c-conveying
t-to the cavern.
up c-carried thurdens, while
ed.”

tie' Professor's

“We'ill go ufter that ravine
llams cheerfully assured him.
“Flumb foolish!™
ated, aFr he settled himself
blanket for the night

tecessary to ths

cama more broken;

£l

g-g-sight? Promise™

trickling along t-the bottom of It
s-stood above, on the brink of t-t-t-the

endless processions
chalned to-
o-ocoming
Whare the f-f-flight
a huge rock,
f-f-form of a
sphinx, s-stood gumrd at the mouth of

volce tralled
He garad fixedly into the darknese
JLirst

thing in the morniln’, Professor,” Wil-

in

The sun rose. In a conflagration
red sud gold. The Professor's Impa-
tlence wuuld hardly brook the delay
preparnation of the
morning meal and that despatched, he
insisted upon setting out at once.

The three turned their faces toward
the hille. Ths camp was soon left far
behind. The country changed and be-
the ground,
ed wlth sharp, black rocks, rising
dipping to hollows.
rolled from the ecarth

pledged Bhls

*I am not a p-prophet, nor the s-800
S the Professor went on
It was
p-parchment
The Pro-
tossor's eves had In them the lgok of
ane who sees things unseen of other
“Did you aver hear of t-t-the
Peeven Cltles of Cibola, Williams?"

Williams scratched his head ro-
flactively.

“Whnt rallroad be they on, Pro-
fessor™"

“You d-don't undorstand? No
m-matter. This I3 what [ g-saw In my
v-vision: * t-thought 1 was w-wander-

ing in an accursed p-pluce that God
had m-made in his anger. 1 e-came
to a ravine, with a s-small s-sStream

“S-suddenly I noted, on t-the oppo-
site s-s-side, o f£-flight of stone g-stops,
there
of

“As 1 w-watched the cowering f-fig-
nres, scourged by the m-m-masters’
mea that the
treagure
Those wko w-went
those
who c-came¢ down wersa empty-hand-

off.

Watkins relter-
his

of

had given

in waves. The distant hills, as =ean
throtugh the haze, ware bhlurred In out-
lina and indistinct, The Mexlcan, wip-
ing the swaat from his eyes, trudged
on uncomplainingly, but Wlilllams
called a halt

“Aln't thar some other way ‘'round,
Professor? These stones hurt my fost
an'—"

He stopped and stared st the Profes-
gor with seven-league strides that car.
ried him forward rapldly.

The sunburned hills appeared to be
no nearer, although for an hour the
man kept on scross the country as the
crow files. The Professor muttered
Incessantly and unintelligibly. wi-
Iams could only hope thiat he would
tire of the fruitless sesarch and turg
back of his own accord. -

Thest, all In a moment, they wera
there, stapding on the brink of a bar-
ranca that, in some volcanic aetion,
had opened—a deep, narrow slit In the
ground.

“Do you s-sae [t? the Profassor
eried, pointing down and across the ra.
vine to where, mldway batween top
and foot and showing black in the wall
of rock, the mouth of 2 eavern yawned
beneath an overhanging rock. “Do you

see It7" he cried agaln, a shrill note of
triomph in his veice.

And Williams, his eyes widening with
wonder, saw it all, as the Professor bad
seen It in his vislon. Theres wers the
cave, the guarding rock, roughly
shaped In the form of a sphinz—
whether by nature or by the hand of
mun could not be determined at that
distance—and leading from the mouth
of the cave a rude flight of stone steps
that descended by turns and angles to
the flpor of the barranca.

“At last! At Inst!™ The Porfessor's
volce rose fo g shriek. “After all rheae
years! Success! After sages have
groped in waln! Success! Oh, that I
showld be the one to find the way! I!
Buccess! Succesa! Success!™

Willlanis momentarily forgot the
canse of the Professor's jubllation.
Gazing into the man's twitching face,
watching, ns ir fascinated, the wrlth-
Ing of the lean fingers as th
plucked and tore at the handkerchief
knotted sbout the skinny throat, he
could only grasp the one asionishing
fart: The Professor's baiting tongue
vtterance to unhulting
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of him, dragged Yim hither and thither
in saarch of 4 place where they might
attempt the descent in safaty.

Thus oceupled,
percoafve that which Williamas,
iy crediting the evidence of hix
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stood on the opposite and higher bank,
the rattling shower of esrth and stones
that preceded the dislodgment of the
rock whith kept gourd at the cavern's
mouth, the trembling of thes ground
underfoot, .

The Professor had espled a pathway
where the ouplcropping of veleanlc
rock promised a foothold. Fle turned
to the mozo, who, after the manner of
his kind, ever followsd the leader un-
questioningly.

*Come!" ha shoutod,

But the man, his eyes distended with
fear, was tracing the course of & fis-

sure that suddenly had eplit ths
ground, separating him from his com-
panions.

“No! the frightened man protestad.
He dropped on his knees, orossing
himself and calllng on his patron saint.
“El temblor, senor, sl temblor!™

Even as he cried out, the ground on-
der thelr feet undulated as the waves
of the sea. Roused o thelr danger, the
Professor held out his hand to Wil-
Hams, Together they leaped the wid-
enlng fesure, and =staggering, stum-
bling like drunken men, galued Lhe
solid zround.

As they reached the Mexican's eide
and faced about, thé earth crumbled
before thelr eyves, a buge mass of roch
and earth sliding with a muffied roar
Into the depha of the ravine. Agaln
wis felt the undnlating motion, so sud-
dan, 5o violent, that they were thrown
on their faces.

After & time the men who had so
narrowly escaped death struggled to
thelr feet and stared at each other
with blanched faces, Then, In 3 mo-
ment, it all ceme back to the professor
—ihey vision and the guest He re-
membered why he was thers.

“We must get out o' this!" erled
Williams,' Inying hizs hand on the pro-
fessor's shoulder, But the professor
was gazing stralght over Willlams'
head—gazing with an awful look in his
eyes at—what?

Involuntarily Willlams wsent his
glanes in the same dlrection. The gap-
ing moutk of the cuve no longer
showed black azainst the wall of rock.
of

own |
’ If some 1 -dor sav "
eves, saw—the toppling of bushes that | & soms ong-dormant strain of savage

the Professor did not | prgrogyor's face.

ing sphinx and the steps of stone were
lost to view.

Willinms" glance traveled back to the
What he anw onused
him to utter an exclamation. It was os

ry had suddenly changed the gentle
scholarly man of Willlams' knowledge
to something less than human.

He was terrible in this the hour ot
his defeat. His yallow testh wers
bared, fang-litkes, in a0 grimsocs of rage.
Under the bristling gray eyebrowa tha
eyes burnd with a llght that mmenaced
reason.

Ax Willloms gausad at the distortad
vigage, the gleam In the Professor's
eves went out as wouid & candle flameo
n a whifft of wind. He sank to the
ground, all strength gone from him,
and passed hils hand scross his fore-
head In a bewlildored fashlon,

“The v-very sign!" he mumbled. *“T
did not s-show you the  othar
p-p-parchment. Sea, here It is, t-the
outling of the s-sphinx."

As Willlams stooped to help tha
Profesgor to hig feet, the glint of yel-
low metal caught Wiz eye, In an ln-
stunt he was on his knees, dJdigging
inta the loosened earth with his bare
hands, The Mexlcan, roused t0 @0-
tlon, jolned him, and the two teolled
sllently, breathlesaly.

Presently Willlamg sprang to his
feet, and Aelxing the FProfessor's
shoulder, shook hLlm roughly.

"It'a thar, Profegsor! he shouted
Into the other's Inattentive ear. “Gold!
Gold! Gold! Enough to make us all

rich as kinga! Don't you sabe? Tha
gold Is thar!"

The Professor lifted a piteous toce in
wistful appeal to hiz compenian.

“It was not to be, Willlama! It
w-was n-not ta be! AH mw-m-m-my
life T bave b-been Wwilling t-to deuny
myself anything ¢ thing, t-t-to
E-nin the end In v-
w-would huve siurved an

If the w-w-work that lives after the
w-workman—my W- -work — had been
d-done.

“Williams, here It w-was that the
S-saven Cities of Cibola once s-s-stood,
thare—d-down there In

and down

t-that cavern—are t-t-tables, gEmaven
with & p-people’s history. That L
should have failod! T-that I should
have f-falied with s-s-suctcedss In
s-uighit!™ -

“ft i% the heat. No?” sajd the Mex-
jean. “The senor |8 muy l.nnu. Not™
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